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SUPER SYMPOSIUM

THE Cimarron Cutoff Chapter and
historical societies in Elkhart, Boise
City, and Clayton presented an out
standing program to some 400 par
ticipants at the seventh SFTA sym
posium September 24-28,1997. Spe
cial th~nks are extended to David
Hutchison, Helen Brown, Phyllis
Randolph, Sue Richardson, Dan
Sharp, Bonnie Heimann, the Wagon
bed Spring Chapter, and more than
100 volunteers who arranged and
staged this moving event from
Wagonbed Spring to west of Clayton.
The landowners along the Trail who
opened their property to visi~ors and
the wagon train deserve speCial com
mendation.

Among the many memorable
highlights, in addition to the infor- .
mative lectures, were the wagon
train, bus tours to numerous Trail
sites, Cheyenne camp, Buffal.o Sol
diers ceremonies at Camp Nichols,
appe~rances of the Forest Service
12-mule pack train, celebration of
SFTA's tenth anniversary, presenta
tions by Marian Sloan Russell and
Susan Shelby Magoffin, and a wed
ding at McNees Crossing.

Photos and other information re
lating to the symposium are included
in this issue. Selected papers pre
sented during the sessions will be
published by SFTA, available from
Last Chance Store when printed
next year (watch for announcement
in WI).

Phyllis Randoph wrote: "Those
who visited Camp Nichols on Satur
day morning were treated to. a
memorable sight as the wagon tram
came over the hill. A new monument
was dedicated at the grave of a sol
dier who perished there. Mark L.
Gardner sang songs of the era, and a
living-history cavalry unit was pres
ent. Many were heard to say that
this was the most moving and unfor
gettable experience that they had
encountered along the SFT."
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HONORS AWARDED

JOY Poole, chairman of the SFTA
awards committee, with assistance
of Bill Chalfant, presented the 1997
honors at the awards banquet in
Clayton on Saturday evening. This
ceremony is a higWight of each sym
posium.

The SFTA Award of Merit is pre
sented to recognize special efforts
and outstanding contributions of in
dividuals and organizations in the
preservation and promotion of the
historic route. The recipients are:

The late Don Berg, Trinidad, CO,
for protecting the Wootton Ranch
and the north ascent of Raton Pass
on the Mountain Route. The award
was accepted by Richard Louden on
behalf of Don and Katherine Berg.

Authors Jane Elder and David
Weber, Dallas, TX, for their 1996
book Trading in Santa Fe: John M.
Kingsbury's Correspondence with
James Josiah Webb, 1853-1861, a
significant contribution to SFT lit
erature.

Susan Calafante Boyle, Fort Col
lins, CO, for authoring the National
Park Service study and newly
published book, Comerciantes, Arri
eros & Peones: The Hispanos & the
Santa Fe Trade, an important re
source for SFT scholars.

Anna Belle Cartwright, Kansas
City, MO, curator of the National
Frontier Trails Center, for locating
the diaries and sketches of William
J. Hinchey, editing them for publica
tion in Wagon Tracks, and preparing
a special exhibit of Hinchey's
sketches and other items for the Na
tional Frontier Trails Center.

David Sandoval, Pueblo, CO, for
his involvement in the SFTA and
SFNHT advisory council, and espe
cially for his research and writings
about the Mexican side of the trade.

Author and journalist Norma
Gene Young, Boise City, OK, for her

(continued on page 3J

ABOARDBIO
-MARGARET SEARS

MARGARET Sears is the new
president of SFTA. Some seven years
ago she picked up a book from her
church library. The book, Along the
Santa Fe Trail; the author, Marc
Simmons. Such an unauspicious act
began a romance with the old Trail
which she expects will never wane.
This was in Santa Fe where she had
moved in 1983 from Lawrence, KS.
With some embarrassment, she ad
mits the Trail had not attracted her
interest during the 20-plus years she
was a Jayhawker. Now she must
travel hundreds of miles to visit
Trail sites that were at her former
doorstep. But, travel she does. This
year it was to Missouri.

Margaret is a proud, displaced
Hoosier, having grown up on the
banks of the Ohio River. It was in
search of a music therapy degree
that took her west to the University
of Kansas. One way or another, mu
sic has been her life's work. Now,
however, she is content simply to be
a member of the audience.

End of the Trail is her local SFTA
Chapter, where she has held one po

(continued on page 2)

1



PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

WHAT shall I write for my first col
umn?" that little inner voice has
been asking since Leo reminded me
that a column in Wagon Tracks is
one of the president's duties. It is as
sumed that such should be inspira
tional, visionary, challenging-all of
those adjectives that spur one to ac
tion. Yet, all this and more I receive
from you, the members. Thus I am
not sure how I can reverse the pro
cess, or if it is even appropriate.

So I must look in another direc
tion, and, as trivial as it may seem,
animalkind comes to mind. It is not
unusual for me to have interesting
(at least to me) animal experiences,
and one of the most recent was with
12 handsome mules at the sympo
sium. Two pack-mule trains were
among the star attractions. We first
encountered them on Thursday af
ternoon in the mini-wagon train that
traveled along the Santa Fe Trail at
Point of Rocks and Middle Spring in
far southwest Kansas. Each day they
made several appearances, some
times when least expected. Just
about the only events they missed
were the indoor lectures, although I
thought they were going to join us for
dinner at the awards banquet. How
ever, they appeared quite content to
remain on the lawn where they were
admired by all.

Their final show occurred on Sun
day morning when they followed the
wagon train, which had been on the
Trail for three days, across Cor
rumpa Creek at McNees Crossing.
The ceremonies there comprised the
grand finale of the symposium, and
no grander closing could have been
designed. Dave Hutchison and the
many people from across the Cimar
ron Route who planned the sympo
sium put together a remarkable
four-and-a-half-day event that even
the most experienced professional
conference planner would envy.

Since the symposium my mind
has returned to those magnificent
mules. Mules-and oxen-are the
Trail symbols. They evoke independ
ence, faithfulness, stoicism, pa
tience, endurance, and, of course,
sacrifice. Trail chroniclers viewed
them in different ways. Some saw
them only as an abstract commodity
upon which the caravan was totally
dependent, while others knew that
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these sentient beasts warranted pro
tection and care above their own.

Mules and oxen were the lifeblood
of the old Trail. We no longer must
concern ourselves with their neces
sity, but if the Trail continues to live,
what is its lifeblood today? Of course,
it is you and me. As for me, I envision
the mules and oxen as appropriate
models to help us keep that lifeblood
flowing through the Trail's veins. All
those fine qualities attributable to
the animals who pulled the wagons
-faithfullness, patience, strength,
and the like-are still necessary. We
practice them regularly as we work
for the Trail. Can we find more
admirable models to emulate than
the Trail animals? I think not.

Forevermore, as I work for SFTA,
the vision of those mules crossing
Corrumpa Creek on September 28,
1997, will be impressed upon me,
and will remind me of the honor you
have bestowed upon me and the
obligation it carries. I look forward to
working for you and with you during
the next two years.

-Margaret Sears

BOARD BIO
(continued from page 1J

sition or another, including presi
dent. She gained recognition, includ
ing an Award of Merit at the recent
symposium, for organizing the Santa
Fe Entrada as the capstone of the
175th celebration. She was surpris
ed and honored to be elected a SFTA
director in 1993 and absolutely as
tounded to be chosen president this
year. Additionally, she is a volunteer
at the National Park Service's Santa
Fe National Historic Trail office in
Santa Fe. She is hard put to identify
her most interesting assignment,
but ranks at the top unraveling the
mysteries surrounding the 1876 sur
vey of the Trail and photographing
Trail sites-.

The past year she served on the
New Mexico Santa Fe Trail Scenic
Byway Advisory Committee. She
feels that being designated in this
vast Federal Highway Authority
program will increase public aware
ness of the Trail and help fulfill one
of SFTA's long-term goals.

There is another side to Marga
ret's life. A partial list of her inter
ests includes hiking with her dog, di
recting a volunteer support program

(continued on page 3)
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SFTA President Margaret Sears looks on as the Region 2 USDA Forest Service mule train crosses Corrumpa Creek at McNees
Crossing on the Santa Fe Trail, Sunday, September 28, 1997 (photo courtesy of Monica Gallion, Cibolo National Forest).

Some of the award recipients, I to r: Ralph Hathaway, Landowner Award; Margaret
Sears, Award of Merit; Harry Myers, Rittenhouse Award; Bonnie Heimann with
Award of Merit for Cimarron County Historical Society; Ross Marshall, Presidential
Service Plaque; David Hutchison, Symposium Coordinator Recognition Plaque; and
Ruth Olson Peters, silver bowl in recognition of a decade of service as secretary
treasurer (photo courtesy of Terry Martin, Union Couny Leader photographer; Clay
ton, NM).

BOARD BIO
(continued from page 2)

for newly-widowed persons, and at
tending Indian dances.

"For the moment," she admits, "I
am having too much fun poking
around the Trail to take on the rigors
of scholarship, but there are several
topics which intrigue me. I am even
tempted to buy a computer!"

AWARDS
(continued from page 1)

articles and books about Cimarron
County, her work with the Cimarron
Cutoff Chapter and the Cimarron
County Historical Society, and her
efforts in getting the historic Cox
house donated to the Cimarron
County Historical Society.

Volunteer Yvonne McIntosh, Lar
ned, KS, for the many hours spent at
the Santa Fe Trail Center since 1990
overseeing the fldministration, rec
ords, and bookkeeping duties of the
SFTA.

Actress VanAnn Moore, Belen,
NM, for a decade of outstanding one
woman musical theaters depicting
SFT personalities such as Susan
Shelby Magoffin and Santa Fe sa
loonkeeper Dona Tules Barcelo.

Willard Chilcott, Santa Fe, NM,
for single-handedly organizing and
administering the annual Santa Fe
Trail Bicycle Trek. Every year since
1989 he has arranged for 50 cyclists
to travel the Trail, which has gained
international recognition.

Margaret Sears, Santa Fe, NM,
for the stupendous job she did as the
organizing force behind the End of
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the Trail Chapter's 175th Anniver
sary celebration which resulted in
the living-history Entrada, Novem
ber 16, 1996, commemorating Wil
liam Becknell's entry into Santa Fe
in 1821.

The Cimarron County Historical
Society, Boise City, OK, a host of the
1997 symposium, for construction of
a new museum, preparation of ex
hibits relating to the Trail, annual
sponsorship of special tours of Trail
sites in Oklahoma, and invaluable
assistance to the Cimarron Cutoff
Chapter.

A special award, including a silver
bowl, was presented to Ruth Olson
Peters, Larned, KS, director of the
Santa Fe Trail Center, in recognition
of her decade of service as secretary
treasurer of SFTA. This announce
ment was greeted with a standing
ovation.

Wagon Tracks

The new SFTA Ambassadors are
Mark L. Gardner, Cascade, CO, and
Patricia Heath, Lakin, KS. Gardner
has served as SFTA vice-president,
written extensively about the Trail,
and is a talented singer of historic
songs. Heath is the director of the
Kearny County Historical Museum
and inveterate Trail "junkie." She at
tends many Trail events each year,
has participated in SFTA tours, and
promotes the Trail and SFTA mem
bership where ever she goes. They
join the following ambassadors: Paul
Bentrup, Les Vilda, Katharine Kel
ley, Ralph Hathaway, David Clap
saddle, Jesse Scott, and Harry My
ers.

Two new awards were given for
the first time at this symposium. The
first recognizes landowners for pre
serving and protecting Trail rem-

(continued on page 4)

3



EoT Member Tom Steel awaits the auto
graph of Marc Simmons following the
Entrada lecture.

EoT mem~ers and films playbill, I to r: Margaret Sears, Clark & Betty Cooley, Tom
Steel, Manlyn Earp, grandson David. and Jim Earp.

All's Set . .. on the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail (National Park Serv
ice) portrayed a variety of documen
tary styles and information. Adven
ture on the Santa Fe Trail, a 1950s
vintage travelogue by the late John
Candelario, a Santa Fe photogra
pher, even included Harry Truman.
For End of the Trail members, the
higWight was Entrada, the chapter's
November 16, 1996, reenactment of
William Becknell's entrance onto the
Santa Fe Plaza.

As for the popcorn, the Entrada
committee rationalized that Orville
Redenbacher was not a Trail cook.

END OF THE TRAIL CHAPTER'S 175th FINALE
by Margaret Sears

"Where's the popcorn?" was a fre
quent cry at the End of the Trail's
film festival, the chapter's 175th an
niversary fmale held August 14-15,
1997, at the Palace of the Governors
in Santa Fe. Preceding the video pro
gram, Marc Simmons presented an
absorbing lecture about "Heroes and
Villains of the Santa Fe Trail." The
chapter collaborated with the 13th
Mountain Man Rendezvous, a popu
lar Santa Fe summer event spon
sored by the Palace.

Quickly gliding over the villains
which he admitted, did not excit~
him all that much, Marc captivated
the audience with the colorful saga of
little Millie Cooper who saved the oc
cupant's of Cooper's Fort, located 13
miles from Old Franklin Missouri
from Indian attack by dashing o~
horseback to nearby Fort Hemp
stead for help. Marc's dramatic de
scription of little Millie charging
through the "enemy lines" produced
gasps (well, maybe a titter or two)
from the audience followed by ap
plause when she returned safely
with rescuers.

The seven-hour film festival was
headlined by that 1940 golden-oldie,
Santa Fe Trail starring Errol Flynn,
Olivia de Havilland, and Ronald
Reagan. Not to reveal the plot, but
the wagon train never made it out of
Douglas County, Kansas, let alone to
Santa Fe. West to Santa Fe (The Old
Army Press), With Each Turn of the
Wheel (Albuquerque public TV), and

nant.s on their property and allowing
public access to these sites. Britt
Colle, chairman of the landowner
award committee, presented these
awards to Ralph Hathaway, Ralph's
Ruts, Chase, KS, and Pete and Faye
Gaines, Point of Rocks Ranch, Sprin
gel', NM, for taking care of the his
toric segments on their property and
sharing their knowledge and love of
the Trail in general. Both places
have pristine ruts and stories of In
dian attacks.

The second award making its pre
mier appearance was the Educator's
Award, including $100 from SFTA
Last Chance Store, to recognize out
standing classroom teaching about
the Trail. It was presented to Janice
Klein, Dodge City, KS, by Patti Ol
sen, chairman of the education com
mittee. Janice is currently teaching
special education for the behavior
disordered and learning disabled in
Dodge City Middle School. For 10
years previously she taught grades
six through twelve at Methodist
Youthville, a residential school that
is part of Dodge City District 443.
During those years she developed
her Santa Fe Trail curriculum. She
is the grandniece of Robert M.
Wright, Trail trader, Fort Dodge sut
ler, and founder of Dodge City. Jan
ice was formerly a second-grade stu
dent of Dodge City SFTA member
Betty Braddock. Janice is also presi
dent of the WetlDry Routes Chapter.

The Rittenhouse Memorial Stage
coach Award was presented to Harry
C. Myers, superintendent of Fort
Union National Monument. This
special award honoring the late Jack
D. Rittenhouse is presented for life
time achievement in research and
writing about the history of the
Trail. It is cosponsored by SFTA and
Ray Dewey of Santa Fe, and includes
a plaque, Santa Fe Trail blanket
and cash prize. Myers is well know~
to SFTA members as chairman of the
175th anniversary committee and
for his many contributions to Wagon
Tracks. He previously received an
Award of Merit for locating and pub
lishing (with Mike Olsen) the 1821
diary of Pedro Ignacio Gallego, and
he was named a SFTA Ambassador
in 1995.

Congratulations to all those hon
ored. The Trail and the Association
are especially enriched by your many
good works.
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OLIVE JANET BEVERS

The Dodge City/Fort Dodge Chap
ter reports the death of SFTA mem
ber Olive Janet Bevers on July 22,
1997. She was president ofthe chap
ter, 1994-1995, and was responsible
for recruiting many new members to
the chapter during her tenure. The
highlight of her leadership accom
plishments was the placement and
dedication of the Fort Atkinson
marker, near her childhood home.
This was a Trail fort, 1850-1854. Her
remarks at the October 28, 1994,
dedication of the marker are pre
served in the chapter history book.
As suggested by the family, the chap
ter made a memorial gift to Hospice
of the Prairies, Dodge City. She is
missed by family and friends.

JOHN MciNTOSH

SFTA member John McIntosh of
Larned, the husband of Association
headquarters' volunteer Yvonne Mc
Intosh, lost his battle with cancer on
October 29, 1997. Yvonne was un
able to attend the symposium to ac
cept her Award of Merit because of
his illness.

Born of Scottish parentage, John
was an accomplished student of the
bagpipe, having played since the age
of eight. His talents were heard and
appreciated on several occasions in
and around the Larned area, includ
ing the widely-attended rededication
of Duncan's Crossing on the Fort
Hays/Fort Dodge Road on August 6,
1989.

A resident of Larned since 1986,
John was a dentist at the Larned
State Hospital. The Larned commu
nity grieves the loss of a good friend.
Sincere sympathy is extended to his
wife and family. Memorials may be
sent to the Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned KS 67550.

S. ALLAN DAUGHERTY

SFTA charter member S. Allan
Daugherty, Wichita, died August 31,
1997. He was a longtime member
and former sheriff of the Kansas Cor
ral of the Westerners. He was active
in Freemasonry and had served as
Grand Master of the State Lodge of
Kansas.

Daugherty was a graduate ofBak
er University and a former resident
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of Baldwin City, KS, on the Santa Fe
Trail before he and his late wife, Lu
cile, moved to Wichita. There he was
administrator of the Kansas Ma
sonic Home until his retirement. He
was an avid collector of books deal
ing with Western Americana. He is
missed by his son Dennis and many
friends.

SYMPOSIUM THANK YOU
by Ross Marshall

(Marshall is immediate past-presi
dent of SFTA and worked closely
with those planning the symposium.)

WORDS seem inadequate to ex
press the gratitude I feel at the won
derful job all the volunteers did at
the symposium to make it so success
ful. To have hundreds of people vol
unteer their time and effort in three
different counties in three different
states for the benefit of the SFTA
Symposium was a marvelous thing
to experience. We were able to see
Trail sites that are not always avail
able to the public, which added to the
enjoyment.

I will not soon forget the marvel
ous reception at the Morton County
Museum with those wonderful am
bassadors and Charles Goslin's mu
ral, and the evenings at Wagon Bed
Spring and Middle Spring.

Nor willI soon forget the historic
Camp Nichols site, with the wagon
train approaching, music by the Tex
line Mennonite Choir and Mark
Gardner, and the 3I-star flag blow
ing in the breeze. Special thanks to
all the landowners along the trail
and those rural fire departments
who made it all possible.

Same for the unforgettable experi
ence at McNees Crossing on Sunday,
with the wagon train crossing, an
honest-to-goodness preaching serv
ice, and the wedding of Kay Kuhl
man to Rex Williams. First time I
ever sang "Home on the Range" at a
wedding!

And thanks to our Forest Service
partners for their support and par
ticipation, and to the Cimarron Heri
tage Center for the very thoughtful
tenth anniversary cake, and on and
on. The list is endless.

I want to also thank the Cimarron
Cutoff Chapter for being the sponsor,
President Helen Brown, Gladys El
lis, Phyllis Randolph, Sue Richard-
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son, and so many others for their
leadership in each of the three ven
ues. But most of aU, thanks to Dave
Hutchison, symposium coordinator,
who pulled it all together. A super ef
fort and much appreciated.

FOREST SERVICE THANK YOU
by Sue Richardson

(Richardson, Clayton, NM, is presi
dent of the Union County Historical
Society and served on the symposium
planning committee, heading up a,r
rangements at Clayton.)

EVERYONE should know how im
portant the Forest Service personnel
at the national grasslands were in
putting on the symposium. The
staffs at Cimarron National Grass
land in Kansas, Comanche National
Grassland in Colorado, and Kiowa
and Rita Blanca National Grass
lands in New Mexico were vital to
the successful programs.

My experience was with the New
Mexico personnel, to whom the fol
lowing refers, but I am sure the same
can be said for those in the other
states. They are always friendly,
concerned, and ready to help.

Without their help it would have
been a poor symposium. Among
other things, they attended all the
planning meetings and offered work
able suggestions and advice, helped
raise funds with a rummage sale,
worked with the county and state
road departments to insure access to
the Santa Fe Trail sites, hauled hay
bales to McNees Crossing and Camp
Nichols, worked with various land
owners, set up the Union County bus
tours and arranged for tour guides
for each tour, arranged to have the
Forest Service Pack Mule Train at
several different sites and to have a
contingent of Buffalo Soldiers from
Albuquerque at the Airpark in Clay
ton, brought in Forest Service per
sonnel from all over New Mexico to
assist with various events, saw to it
that the wagon train participants
had breakfast and lunch Sunday,
and many other things too numerous
to mention.

They were anxious to work with
the town, county, chamber, and
SFTA. They are a wonderful exam
ple of government employees work
ing for and with the people, and they
should know how much their work is
appreciated. Thank you.
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SFTA 10th anniversary cake, Cimarron Heritage Center, Boise City, Sept. 26,1997, I
to r: Louis Schumacher, David Hutchison, Mary Gamble, Margaret Sears, Ross Mar
shall, Alexander Morris, Pauline Fowler, Joy Poole, Leo Oliva, and Ruth Olson Peters
(photo courtesy of Santa Fe Trail Center).

Wagon ride on the Santa Fe Trail (photo courtesy of Santa Fe Trail Center).

New gravestone for Private Pedro M.
Baranca, New Mexico Vols., who died
in 1865, dedicated at Camp Nichols
site (photo courtesy of Leo Gamble).

Dan Sharp showing visitors Autograph
Rock on his ranch (photo courtesy of
Santa Fe Trail Center).

Harry Myers receives the Rittenhouse
Memorial Stagecoach Award (photo
courtesy of Leo Gamble).
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Cheyenne Chief Lawrence Hart ad
dresses symposium (photo courtesy of
Boise City News).

Wagon Tracks

Wagon Master Parker Maness led the
wagon train (photo courtesy of Boise
City News).
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SFTA Ambassador Mark Gardner sIng
Ing songs of the Trail at Camp Nichols
(photo courtesy of Leo Gamble).

Unidentified rider with the wagon train as it arrived at Camp Nichols, Sept. 27, 1997
(photo courtesy of Boise City News).

SFTA Ambassador les Vllda tells about
hiking the Trail (photo courtesy of Boise
City News).
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Rex and Kay Kuhlman Williams after
their wedding at McNees Crossing
(photo courtesy of Leo Gamble).

Wagon Tracks

Raul Gomez and VanAnn Moore pro
vided wedding music (photo by Bonita
M.Oliva).
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MEREDITH MILES MARMADUKE'S JOURNAL OF A TOUR TO NEW MEXICO, 1824-1825
edited with an introduction by Harry C. Myers

(SFTA Ambassador Myers, is a fre
quent contributor to WT. He received
the Rittenhouse Memorial Award at
the 1997 symposium. Marmaduke's
journal is printed here with permis
sion of the Bancroft Library, Univer
sity of California, with gratitude.)

THE journal of Meredith Miles
Marmaduke is a Santa Fe Trail clas
sic. Extracts of this journal were first
published in the Franklin Missouri
Intelligencer, September 2, 1825.
The Intelligencer article was re
printed in the Missouri Historical
Review (October 1911), with notes by
F. A. Sampson, and in Archer Hul
bert's Southwest on the Turquoise
Trail, The First Diaries on the Road
to Santa Fe, Overland to the Pacific
Series, 2 (Stewart Commission of
Colorado College and Denver Public
Library, 1933). Never before has the
entire journal been published. It was
the first daily Santa Fe Trail journal
and provides a complete view of the
route and everyday occurrences
along the Trail.

On May 16, 1824, Meredith Miles
Marmaduke left the vicinity of
Franklin, Missouri, for Santa Fe.
Less than three years earlier, Wil
liam Becknell and five other men
had entered New Mexico in trepida
tion, for trade with that province and
all of Mexico had been illegal. But
Becknell was desperate, and revolts
against Spain's domination were
taking place all over South America.
Met by Captain Pedro Ignacio Gal
lego and over 400 armed militia just
south of present Las Vegas, ew
Mexico, Becknell and his men were
welcomed and allowed to trade their
meager goods in Santa Fe.

Mexican independence had been
won, and Mexico was free to trade
with anyone. Commodities that had
come into New Mexico from Spain
via the port of Veracruz and over the
long Chihuahua Trail (Camino Real)
were extremely expensive. The new,
shorter supply line from the U. S. re
duced prices, and some ew Mexi
cans said the quality was better.

With the return of Becknell to
Franklin, Missouri, the word was out
and others prepared to journey to the
Southwest with trade goods. By the
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Meredith Miles Marmaduke In later life
(courtesy of the state Historical Society
of Missouri. Columbia).

spring of 1824 several parties had
made that trip. All used pack ani
mals to convey their goods, except
Becknell who, on his second trip in
1822, used three wagons. But wag
ons had not yet become popular, pos
sibly because of the trouble Becknell
had with his. 1 However, during the
winter of 1823-1824, the talk in
Franklin, at least among some, must
have been about the use of wagons
and carriages in that spring's trek.
The Missouri Intelligencer. March
20, 1824, announced a meeting of
those intel'ested in the spring "trad
ing expedition" at the tavern of Mr.
Shaw on the first of April to "deter
mine whether it will be expedient to
pack or convey their goods in small
wagons; and to make such other pre
limmaryarrangements."2

Those planning to go decided light
wagons could be used, so long as they
agreed to take "every precaution
against detention by accident and to
take two or three pack-saddles, and a
spare horse for each dearborn. . . ."
Recognizing that "union, on a jour
ney of so much difficulty and some
danger, being necessary to safety,"
each had to ensure he could keep up
with the caravan. Historians have
credited the 1824 caravan with the
first extensive use of wagons. The fi-

Wagon Tracks

nal count at the rendezvous how
ever, was two "road waggons,"
twenty dearborns, and two carts. Al
though there were only two wagons,
this expedition proved that wheeled
vehicles could be used on the Trail.
Marmaduke had no major problems
with his dearborn.

The experiences of the 1824 cara
van also demonstrated the inade
quacy of horses as draft animals on
the Trail. Horses were soon replaced
with mules and, later, oxen as the
draft animals of choice.

Meredith Miles Marmaduke was
born August 28, 1791, in Westmore
land County, Virginia. His parents
were Vicent and SaTah (pOTter) Mar
maduke. It is known that he started
business as a civil engineer. He
served in the War of 1812 in Virginia
and afterward was appointed U. S.
Marshall for the Eastern District of
Virginia. For reasons of health, he
moved to Missouri about 1821 and by
1823 was established in the Franklin
vicinity. At some point, before May
1824, he associated with Colonel
Samuel McClure, and they agreed to
purchase goods and take them to
Santa Fe. In order to make the most
of their enterprise, they contracted
with Washington Lydnor to travel
with them and render them assis
tance on the trip and in Mexico, to
act as an interpreter, and to aid them
in disposing of their goods. When
they marched for New Mexico the
combined value of goods taken by
Marmaduke, McClure, and Lydnor
was nearly $2000.

Marmaduke and McClure plan
ned to stay that summer in New
Mexico and return with the fall cara
van, but they bought out another
trader and the goods moved slowly.
During the rest of 1824 and through
the spring of 1825 the businessmen
sold goods in Santa Fe and made oc
casional trips to Taos and Albuquer
que to sell their merchandise.

On May 31, 1825, they left Santa
Fe to return to Missouri. The trip
was not uneventful. On August 14,
on one of the branches of the Little
Arkansas, McClure and Marmaduke
had horses, mules, and other goods
stolen worth a total of $1457.25, al
most as much in value as they had
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started with the previous year. Mar
maduke continued to participate in
the Santa Fe trade until sometime in
the early 1830s.

On January 4, 1826, Marmaduke
married Lavinia Sappington, daugh
ter of Dr. John Sappington, the fa
mous pioneer physician of Saline
County, Missouri. They had ten chil
dren. Their home in Saline County
provided a political base while Mar
maduke served as a county court
judge and county surveyor and con
tinued in the mercantile business
with Sappington as a partner. In
1840 he was elected lieutenant gov
ernor and, upon the death of Gover
nor Thomas Reynolds, assumed that
office which he held for the remain
del' of the tel'm. Mter a full life he
died in Arrow Rock Township on
March 26, 1864, at age 73.

Marmaduke was an intelligent,
articulate observer. His journal pro
vides a fascinating look at the tri
umphs and travails of this early jour
ney. The diary is also significant for
documenting a different route into
Santa Fe than commonly known.
Until recently the location of the en·
tire journal was unknown. Sometime
before 1980 the Bancroft Library ac
quired the manuscript and several
accounts of the goods purchased for
the Santa Fe trade and goods sold in
New Mexico. It is with the gracious
permission of the Bancroft Library,
University of California, that this
journal is published.

It is prefaced by the remarks of
the Missouri Intelligencer at the
time of the first printing, and it is
complete l'ather than consisting of
extracts. At the end of each entry,
the daily mileage is in {} and the to
tal mileage for each page is in paren
theses ( ). Punctuation and capitali
zation are little changed from the
original manuscript. The dates of en
tries have been boldfaced to assist
the reader. Words that could not be
discerned are blank in brackets [] or
suggested with a question mark in
brackets [?].
Introduction from Missouri Intelligen
cer, September 2, 1825

Ever since the commencement of
the intercourse and commerce with
the Provinces of Mexico, we have laid
before the public every thing of interest
relating to the subject, that we could
possibly obtain. These articles having
been generally repUblished through-
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out the Union, a considerable degree
of interest and curiosity have been
awakened, which we shall endeavor
to gratify by publishing, from time to
time, such facts as may come into our
possession, as will in regard to the com
merce itself, as the people with whom it
is carried out.

Having been favored with the Jour
nal of Mr. MARMADUKE who has recently
returned from a mercantile expedition
to New Mexico, we have made such
extracts from it as were deemed of
most general interest. Mr. M. having re
mained at Santa Fe and its vicinity for
several months, has a good opport~

nity of acquiring a personal knowledge
and correct information respecting the
manners, habits, and customs of the in
habitants of the country. and we be
lieve implicit reliance may be placed
on his statements.
Journal of a Tour to New Mexico
Crossed the river, at Hardeman's ferry
six miles above Franklin on Sunday the
16th day of May 1824 and encamped
two miles from the ferry in a beautiful
prairie. Distance [ ] Franklin eight
miles.{2}3
Monday 17th•May left the 1st encamp
ment and travelled only 4 miles this day
in [ ] and encamped [ J near Mr.
Townshend's. {4}
[Tuesday 18th) [Left?] 2nd encamp
ment and [travelled?] 20 miles this day
over a good prairie [With no?] acci
dent and encamped [ 1in the prairie
near [ ]{20}
[Wednesday 19th?) travelled 17 miles
this day over a prairie road very miry in
places and encamped near Mr. Dav
is·s. We this [day met?] a party of 3 or 4
Dearborns that [torn] one day at this
encampment for [torn].{ 17}4
Thursday 20th• Travelled 21 miles this
day and encamped on the main road.
had several of our waggons and teams
mired- and had to pUll them out with
ropes by the hand-{20}
Friday 21 st: Travelled 10 miles, and en
camped in timber, near Lexington
Crossed Tabbo Creek and drew all the
waggons and Dearborns up hill with
ropes-{10}
Saturday 22"d: Travelled 8 miles and en
camped on the banks of the big Sni-a
bar-{8}5
Sunday 23rd• Travelled 10 miles and en
camped on the Prairie at Camp Gen
eral Rendezvous. about 3 miles from
any settlement on our way into the wil
derness [ ] took all those [ ] here we [ 1
rules and regulations [ 1necessary for
the safety [ ]. flO}
Monday 24th• Remained at camp mak
ing the necessary rules and regulations
for the government of the company,
and in the evening held an election for
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3 officers- when A . Legrand was
elected Captain- Paul Anderson Ueut..
and Simpson, Ensign. We this
evening ascertained the whole
strength of our company to be 81 per
sons and 2 servants; we also had 2 road
waggons, 20 dearborns, 2 carts and
one small piece of cannon about 3 Ibr.
We could not ascertain with certainty
the amount of goods with us but esti
mated them at between 25 + 30,000
dollars- we have with us about 200
horses and mules-{92}6
Tuesday 25th: Travelled 10 miles to
Camp Blue Springs and passed over a
prairie country uneven and rolling; but
of fine rich soil. We this day travelled the
Missionary road. weather fine and dry
and road very good for this Coun
try-{1Of
Wednesday 26th: Travelled as sup
posed about 22 miles and encamped
on one branch of the Big Blue Creek. I
this day saw several Elk running across
the prairie, and our hunters brat. into
camp several deer which they killed
during the day- The land which we
travelled over this day was rich but very
rolling and uneven-{22}
Thursday 27th: Travelled say 15 miles,
and encamped on one of the western
branches of the Big Blue. the prairie,
rolling and hilly. and crossed several
branches of the Big Blue. and in one in
stance had to dig the banks and let the
waggons and Dearborns down by
ropes- this day saw a few more Elk &
some deer- observed the Prairie much
more free of gopher mounds than in
the lower parts of Missouri, saw but few
birds. The Prairie thro' which we have
travelled has been remarkably rich
and firm, and the whole face of it in
some places covered with most beau
tiful flowers-{22} (139)8
Friday 28- Travelled 15 miles. Crossed
several branches of the big Blue- and
encamped on a branch of Kansas
River- For the last 3 days our course has
been about W. S. W., leaving the timber
of the Osage River on our left, and that
of the Blues and Kanzas on our right.
keeping upon the great ridge which di
vides those waters as much as we can
our Hunters killed one or two deer to
day. and an Elk. I this day sprang from
my saddle in order to avoid being
thrown by my horse who was fright
ened.{15}9
Saturday 29th, Travelled about 14 miles
and encamped on one branch of the
Maria de Seine- travelled all the day in
Prairie. but crossed many miry
branches- This evening our hunters
heard several guns that were sup
posed to be fired by Indians as their
tracks were seen on the Creek side
The Cannon was this evening prepared
and cartridges made &c. &c. I this day
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shot a very large racoon which I saw
run up an oak tree- For the last 3 or 4
days, I have observed a regular rise in
the Prairie, one range of hills above an
other as they appear in sight.{ 14} (168)
Sunday 30th: Travelled about 18 miles,
over a pretty good road in the even
ing- Yesterday one of our hunters did
not return to Camp, and 6 or 8 men
were this morning detailed to go in
search of him. they found him and re
turned to camp about 12 oClock- Saw
a pretty large flock of Elk, but none
were killed- encamped on one of the
head branches of the Maria-de-Seine,
which empties into the OsageRiver.{ 18}
Monday 31 st. Travelled about 14 miles,
crossed several disagreeable ravines
and encamped on the main branch of
the Neosho river Maria-de-Seine. There
was a terrible gust of rain and wind last
night for a short time, attended with
Thunder and lightning. we remained in
camp untill about 12 oCiock to dry &c.
Trunk put on Cannon.{ 14}10

Tuesday June 1st. Travelled about 15
miles, Crossed several creeks, and:tfe.¥-
eUee angled considerably from the
Course we have heretofore been trav
elling, to take us out of the creeks and
hilly ground,- Our hunters saw where
the indians had recently killed an Elk
about a mile from our camp, our horses
were alarmed in the camp during the
night but no indians were discovered
during the night.{15} (215)
Wednesday 2nd• Travelled about 12
miles, our road & course better than
yesterday- We left camp at 1/2 past 12
oCiock PM, in consequence of a
heavy rain which fell last night- Our
hunters killed a very large~ Stag
which was soon butchered divided
and packed into Camp-- We en
camped on the first branch of the Ne
o-sho River, which empties into the Ar
kansaw River, below the 6 Bulls.{12}1l
Thursday 3d• Travelled say 20 miles over
a very rolling, hilly Prairie, which was
very firm, and the grass short, and in
many places covered with small
pieces of rock stone and Lime Stone,
Our hunters killed 2 antelopes or wild
goats, and one Elk- some of the hunt
ers believed they saw a number of indi
ans to day- Frances Samuel was
caught in a noose of a rope confined
to a Horse, around his feet and
dragged a considerable distance in
that way the horse going at full speed
and miraculously escaped without in
jury- We encamped on one of the
branches of the Ne-o-sho-{20}12
Friday 4th• Travelled say 14 miles, over a
bad road of Creeks and Hills, and en
camped on the Verdigrise river or
creek-{14}13
Saturday 5th, Travelled say 20 miles
roads tolerably good- broke our cou-
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piing pin-- put in another Which we had
along with us- our Hunters killed one
antelope to day but did not bring it into
camp. Camped at one of the first
springs I have ever seen in the prairie,
on a Creek that empties into the Kan
sas river.{20} (281 )14

Sunday 6th, Travelled about 16 miles,
the latter part of the road exceedingly
bad and mountainous- our hunters
killed one antelope- saw a great many
prairie Dogs, and Shot at one- Hereto
fore with considerable difficulty and
Labour we have been able to procure
fuel of wood sufficient at night at least,
to answer our purposes for Cooking
this evening we have been reduced to
the necessity of Cooking our supper by
a fire entirely of Buffaloe dung, which I
find to be a very indifferent substitute
for wood. Camped on the side of a ra
vine where there was some very bad
water- supposed to be the head of the
little Arkansaw River-{16}15
Monday 7th. Travelled about 14 miles,
the latter part of the road very Hilly and
broken, one of the dearborns upset- in
jury soon repaired- This night we had a
tremendous gust of wind & rain, and
the horses broke by the guard in defi
ance of every exertion to stop them-all
got again without trouble- I experi
enced a very unpleasant night being
exposed to the whole storm on guard-
our hunters killed one Elk and antelope
to day-{14} (311)
Tuesday 8th , Travelled about 14 miles,
and encamped on one of the
branches of the little arkansaw- Our
hunters killed 3 Buffaloes, or Bisons, and
one Antelope- eat of the Buffaloe
meat, and found it to be Tough but tol
erably well flavoured-- An alarm was
this evening given by one of our hunt
ers that several hundred Indians were
approaching our encampment- a
party went out to reconnoitre and
found them to be Buffaloe, in the mean
time preparations for defence were
made in the Camp-- One of the Canon
Wheels gave way this evening, Which
was repaired-{ 14}

Wednesday 9th, Travelled about 14
miles and encamped on the Little Ar
kansaw River- near the sand Hills- Our
Hunters killed 9 Buffaloe- brot. their
tongues to Camp, and some of their
meat, which proved to be better than
that killed yesterday. I believe I this day
saw at least 5,000 Buffaloe, chiefly
bulls.{ 14} (355)
Thursday 10th• Travelled about 16 miles,
and passed the sand Hills- the Wind
was very high, but fortunately we
crossed at a place where the greater
part was partially covered with grass,
so that we did not experience very
great inconvenience from the sand- I
believe I this day saw at least 10,000
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Buffaloe, as the Prairies were literally
Covered for many miles with them
Our hunters killed 9 Buffaloe today. We
this evening arrived at the great Arkan
saw River and encamped on it. This
river is at this place about 200 yards
wide, but quite shallow, as our hunters
forded it, and killed several Buffaloe on
the South Side- at this place on the
river there is not the smallest appear
ance of any kind of tree, or shrubbery
of any kind- the whole Country being
entirely Prairiey- From Franklin, Mo: to
this place, I make the distance 355
miles; and the Course pretty generally
about W. S. W. {16} (355)16
Friday 11'h, Travelled about 8 miles
along up the Arkansaw and en
camped on the bank at noon, at
which time a great number of Buffaloe
Came running by the Camp and fright
ened the Horses, so that many of them
broke of[f] from the encampment at
full speed, and joined in with the Buffa
loe in the race, and with great difficulty
were checked- and a few of them
were not bro't into Camp during the
day- notwithstanding every exertion
was made to find them. I believe that I
must have seen this day at least 12 or
15,000 Buffaloe- Our hunters killed 2 or
3 Buffaloe this day.{8}
Saturday 12th, In consequence of the
Horses which ran off yesterday, we re
mained at the same encampment
and unfortunately for many of us,
about 1 0 'Clock in the morning a
number of Buffaloe Crossed the river at
the encampment and passed thro' it.
which frightened off about 2/3 of the
Horses belonging to the party, they
were promptly pursued by those of the
guard who were at that time mounted,
but from some cause or other the usual
number were not mounted at that
time- many other persons hearing the
alarm in camp, joined hastily in pursuit
of the Horses- many of which were dur
ing the day found and brot • into
Camp-- at night it was ascertained that
between 25 & 30 were still absent, All
the Horses belonging to the dearbourn
in which I was interested ran off- 3 of
them were found and brot. back dur
ing the day. 2 mules remained un
found, upon whose services we had
exclusively relied for the Conveyance
of our baggage- which circumstance,
was the Cause of considerable anxiety
on our part. I rode out this evening in
search of the lost animals, and believe I
must have seen at least 10 or 12,000
Buffaloe, probably some of these were
the same that I saw yesterday as we
were stationary all day-(363)
Sunday 13th , Travelled about 6 miles,
along the Arkansaw and encamped
on its bank, as many of the party were
behind searching for the lost horses, we
therefore remained for them to get into
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Camp, still hoping that they might find
some of them- I this day saw a very
considerable number of Buffaloe, but
not as many as the two days last past
Our hunters killed 8 or 10 to day-{6}
(369)
Monday 14th• Travelled about 8 miles
along up the A. River and encamped
on its bank, in order to allow time for
those persons who are behind horse
hunting to overtake us- I this day saw
but few Buffaloe Comparatively
speaking- our hunters killed 2 or 3 Buffa
loe to day-{8}
Tuesday 15th. We this day remained in
Camp waiting for those persons who
were absent hunting the horses which
were lost to return, Their stay from
camp began to excite some appre
hensions for their safety- in the evening
however they all came into Camp,
without being able to find any of the
horses- AII our hopes were now put to
rest about regaining possession of our
mules. we however succeeding in bor
rowing one mule from W. P. Anderson,
which added to the horses we had
were able to haul our Dearbourn on.
we therefore determined to Continue
on our rout with the Company who all
seemed to manifest a very frendly dis
position towards assisting those on,
who had unfortunately lost their ani
mals- the number of which was now
ascertained to be about 25- which
caused many to walk who had made
arrangements and Confidently ex
pected to ride- saw a considerable
number of Buffaloe.1?
Wednesday 16th• Travelled about 18
miles- stopped at noon on Walnut
Creek and encamped on the Arka~

saw River, We this day set out afresh af
ter the loss of €III our horses for the Span
ish Country- and we find ourselves
pretty nearly on foot, and the esti
mated distance from this place to St.
Magill the first Spanish settlement, i&-e5
timated to be about 500 miles- a walk
which is quite sufficient to discourage
any man especially at this Season of
the year-{8} (395)18
Thursday 17'h. Travelled about 12 miles,
and camped on the head of a small
creek, saw a considerable number of
Buffaloe- Prairie firm, level, and good
to travel on- our hunters saw and pur
sued an Indian to day, but did not over
take him- hitherto no indians have
Come into our Camp, altho' we know
they have knowledge of our travel
thro' their country- an opinion prevails
in camp that they are either afraid to
approach us- or that they meditate
some hostile attack.{ 12}
Friday 18th• Travelled say 17 miles, and
nooned at Pawney Fork Creek, and
Camped on the A. River- saw a
number of Buffaloe- our hunters killed 4
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Buffaloe- we this day travelled over a
very level Prairie--{ 17} 19
Saturday 19th• Travelled about 20 miles,
and camped on the A. River-I this day
saw a great number of Buffaloe- ob
served the Prairies literally Covered
with Grass Hoppers- saw fresh indian
Sign in several Places, but saw none
Prairies remarkably level and firm
grass very short-{20} (444)
Sunday 20th• Travelled bout 22 miles,
and Camped on the A. River, I this day
saw a great number of Buffaloe our
hunters killed 9- Prairies very fine and
firm-{22}
Monday 21 st. Travelled say 18 miles
passed Louse Island this morning, and
encamped on the A. River at the place
where P. Anderson & Co. Cached their
goods- our hunters killed 3 or 4 Buffa
loes- none very fat- saw not a very
great number- saw several wild horses
to day-{18}20
Tuesday 22d• Travelled about 10 miles,
and stopped on the A. River (at noon),
for the purpose of Jerking B. meat to
carry on our Journey- our hunters went
out in the evening killed 12 or 15 B. saw
but few to day- Paul Anderson sent out
a Spanish indian21 to bring meat into
camp, and Carelessly he lost his mule
it is intended for us to remain here 2 or 3
days preparing our meat- roads roll
ing- Our hunters killed 2 wild horses to
day-{10}
Wednesday 23d• Stationary- Jerking B.
meat- our hunters killed a number of B.
to day- Andersons Mule found
Thursday 24th• Still engaged in Curing
meat- our hunters killed a few B. to
day- Our hunters Saw a no: wild
horses-
Friday 25th• Still engaged in Curing
meat, and making preparations to
travel to morrow morning- killed a few
B. to day-
Saturday 26th• Travelled about 20 miles,
& encamped on the A River- Saw a
few Buffaloe to day- roads pretty
good-{20} (514)
Sunday 27'h. Travelled about 14 miles &
encamped on the A. River this morning
a considerable difference of opinion
prevailed in Camp in relation to the
propriety of Crossing the river at this
place- it was however at length deter
mined to Continue further up on this
side- saw 2 wild horses that came near
our Camp at noon- our hunters killed
several B. to day- Saw a considerable
number-{ 14}22
Monday 28th• Travelled about 12 miles
We this day crossed the A. River & e~

tered the New Mexican Province- This
was the first time that Iwas ever without
the limits of the U. States- encamped
on the Sand hills without wood or water
either for man or horse about 9 oCiock
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P.M. We however took care to fill all our
vessels with water to guard against the
worst-{12}
Tuesday 29th• Travelled about 30 miles,
left our encampment at 4 o'Clock A.M.
and travelled without making any halt
until about 4 o'Clock P.M. without one
drop of water for our horses or mules
by which time many of them were
nearly exhausted with the for want of
water, heat and fatigue- and many of
the men whose water had all been
drank early in the day, were also very
nearly suffocated for want of water- a
dog which had travelled with us during
our rout, fell this day in the Prairie and
expired in a few minutes, such was the
extreme heat and suffering of the ani
mals- fortunately, for us all at about 4
o'Clock P.M. a small ravine was discov
ered, and pursued for a few miles, and
after digging in the sand in the bottom
of it, water was procured in sufficient
quantity to satisfy both man & horses
but not until after 5 or 6wells were sunk
and such was the extreme suffering of
the animals, that it was with the utmost
difficulty that the horses Could be kept
out of the holes until Buckets could be
filled for them-I have never in all my life
experienced a time when such gen
eral alarm and Consternation per
vaded every person on account of the
want of water. Some fearful that their
horses were then so much exhausted
that it was impossible for them even to
be taken to water- others that they
would never suceed in procuring it for
themselves- and all that it would be
productive of a general Separation
and derangement of the movement of
the whole party-{30} (570)23
Wednesday 30th• We this day remained
stationary for the purpose of recruiting
our horses- several persons were sent
out in Search of water, who returned in
the evening after having succeeded in
finding it- our horses appeared to be
astonishingly refreshed and rested this
morning from their appearance yester
day evening- our hunters killed several
B. and one wild horse-
Thursday July 1st. Travelled about 8
miles, and encamped on the Semi
Roane Creek- our horses much re
freshed and travelled pretty well- Saw
many Buffaloe and our hunters killed
several which were pretty good, much
better than those on the A. River{8}
(578)
Friday 2nd• Stationary, procuring ar"ld
curing more B. meat and resting our
horses- our hunters killed a great many
B. I suppose at least 20- one of our men
was chased by 2 indians who escaped
unhurt- no indians has yet approached
us that we have seen, altho it is known
that they are apprised of our travels
thro' their Country-
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This portion of Josiah Gregg's 1844 Map of Indian Country shows Marmaduke's approximate route to Santa Fe in 1824, along
the line identified as "First Wagon Route to Santa Fe" from Cool Spring to San Miguel.

Saturday 3d. Travelled say 17 miles a few other articles, for which they an entire Prairie- and but a very few
along up the Semi-Roane Creek, and gave but very little in return, yet the in- trees now- Chiefly small small under
found it very sandy and water re- dians appeared to be well satisfied & wood, and entirely unfit for use, in the
markably bad and scarce.- being pleased with our treatment- This day 2 afternoon we left the Semi-Roane
compelled to dig for it at every place of the dearbourns gave way- one of Creek, which had scantily furnished us
we stopped- saw a considerable no: them had a wheel entirely fitted out with grass and very bad water for a few
B., and our hunters killed several Trunk with new Spokes in a very short time- days- Saw a few B. to day- our hunters
removed from the Cannon this morn- and the other quickly repaired- Our killed one or two- the whole of the Prai-
ing- One of our hunters wounded a hunters killed several B.- saw a consid- rie thro' this Country is of a very Poor
wild horse, and bro't. him into camp- it erable no: the prairies near the Creek sandy soil and in many places appears
is believed he can be recovered and are so cut up with B- paths that it is with to be almost perfectly barren and
made serviceable- small black Poney- great difficulty that dearborns can get parched with the sun-{ 16} (656f6
saw a number wild horses-{ 17}24 along for fear of breakir:g, wheels, Thursday 8th. Travelled about 23 miles
Sunday 4th. Travelled about 18 miles axle-trees or 2lome thing about over a very sandy barren Prairey with-
along up the same Creek and en- them-{12} (625) out one drop of water. fortunately for
c?mped on it: all nig.ht- Saw a no. of Tuesday 6th. Travelled about 15 mile:s us. the day was pretty Cool and a little
Wild horses thiS evenlng- Our hunters and encamped on the Creek we thiS C1oudy- notwithstanding 3 or 4 of the
killed 10 or 12 B. to day- sa~ many- we day travelled thro very. heavy and teams were so fatigued as to be taken
have constantly had to dtg for water deep sand, saw several Wild horses. our out and rested a while, and then put in
since we touched upon this creek and hunters killed a few Buffaloe- Water harness before they could reach the
found it very bad-{ 18} very scarce and bad- some of our water- all our horses were much fa-
Monday 5th. Travelled about 12 miles hu:,ters saw several in<;Jians on the tigued, but not as much as in the
and encamped on the same creek, hetghts, doubtless observtng our move- former water Scrape our hunters this
where were 3 lodges of Indians, 2 of the ment- none approached us-{ 15} day killed a few B. they begin to grow
Camanchies and 1 of the Kioways, in Wednesday 7th. Travelled about 16 scarce, as we saw but a very few- en-
all about 15 or 20 I suppose large and miles, over a very sandy road and en- camped at a fine spring or watering
small- their lodges were made in the camped in the Prairy without water at place about one mile south of the Ra-
form of Hay Stacks, and covered with 10 oClock PM. The Packers this day left bits ear's Creek, This Creek being en-
leather- having a number of poles us for Taus, at noon.- I have not seen tirely dry on our arrival we had to dig,
which they packed upon their horses, one single living tree since I left the A. and fortunately found water- but one
set up on an end, and Converging to a River until to day. with the exception of of our hunters finding this Spring we all
sharp point at the top- some of our 6 or 7 old scrubby Cotton wood trees- came on to it, where we feasted our-
Company traded for 2 or 3 horses and so that the whole distance between is selves- on the good water it being
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plenty- I this day eat a few wild Cou
rants which were not entirly ripe- Our
whole course yesterday was a little to
the left of the Rabits ears, which was
about S.S.w.- The Rabits ears are two
large projections of broken rock, which
rises to a very considerable height, and
has a very commanding view over the
Prairy, being seen for many miles, and
well calculated to deceive the Travel
ler who would not imagine himself to
be more than 10 or 12 miles distant,
when in fact he would be at least 3 or 4
times that distance-{23} (679)27
Friday 9th• Stationary, resting our horses
and refreshing ourselves, at this place
there are many green grapes, wild
Courants, &c. The grape bushes resem
ble small Courant Bushes in gardens
more than any thing that I can com
pare them to- Our hunters killed one B.
at this place- at this place there were
many Swallows whose nests were built
to the rocks-
Saturday 10th, Travelled about 15 miles,
and encamped near and east of the
Rabits ears, in the Prairie without water;
I have seen for many days.- a small
and singular species of animal resem
bling the frog & Lizard united- with
horns on the back part of the head
and Sides. I know not its name.- The
Prairies here are literally covered with
grasshoppers of every size, grass very
short and parched- An interesting sub
ject was agitated, whether the party
now going on should change their
Course for Tous, or Continue on to St.
Magill- at length it was determined to
go on to the latter place- all our horses
are very much wearied, reduced and
fatigued- and it is considered doubtful
whether the party had not better send
men on a head for Packers to come
out and meet us, and assist us in.{ 15f8
Sunday 11 th• Travelled about 13 miles
and encamped on a small branch
where was some green plums and
pretty good Courants- one of the men
of the party was this evening bit by a
Rattle Snake on the leg- but by the
very immediate aid of a Physician he
was prevented from experiencing any
considerable pain at the instant how it
will terminate Iknow not-Saw a consid
erable number of wild horses- Buffaloe
scarce, our hunters killed only one
Great Solicitude expressed in Camp for
fear of water, as we are now travelling
thro' the Prairie on an unknown rout for
upwards of 150 miles, before we reach
the Settlement, and all our horses
much fatigued and exhausted and all
very Poor- so that if we get into another
water Scrape we shall not be able to
travel further-{ 13} (707)29
Monday 12th, Travelled about 18 miles
over an uneven & mountainous Coun
try, we begin now to approach the
Rocky mountains, and find the Country
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very uneven, with high projecting
Knobs of mountains and Rocks- saw no
Buffaloe today- a number of wild
horses- encamped on a stream that
empties into the Canadian fork of the
A. River- saw a great number of Grass
hoppers. {18}30

Tuesday 13th, Travelled about 18 miles,
over a hilly Country, we this day thot.
we saw a glimpse of the great R. Moun
tain- but this is uncertain, we this day
were alarmed on account of water,
but fortunately found it at about 2
oClock, when we encamped on a
small creek at the foot of a table prairie
mountain- a difference of opinion pre
vailed, whether this water ran into the
Red River or Arkansaw, the water was
Saltish and Bitterish and unpleasant to
the taste-{ 18} (743)31

Wednesday 14th• Stationary, resting our
horses, this day a tempory Seine was
made and hauled and a few fish, (Cat)
Caught, not very good- several of our
party rode out to view the rout, and
thol . they fell in with a Spanish Trace
and in the evening three of our party
set out for them, in order to get 20- or
30 pack horses or mules to return & as
sist us with our goods thro' to the Settle
ment-(743)

Thursday 15th, Travelled about 12 miles
and encamped on a Creek near the
blUff of a range of mountains water
bad- I cannot ascertain whether this
water empties into the A. River, or Red
River; but from the Colour and taste of
the water believe it to empty into the R.
River;- saw several wild horses. All anx
ious to ascend this range of hills, and to
move on more westwardly- Lieut An
derson now has the entire command
of the Party-{ 12}32

Friday 16th• Travelled about 18 miles in
search of a place to ascend the moun
tain and encamped on a creek of very
bad water- Capt. Legrand & party
who started on for pack mules ret'd.
without any- found a trace into the
Spanish Country- which had the ap
pearance of a War Party ref9: from a
tour against the indians as Supposed
{18} (773)33
Saturday 17"', Travelled about 20 miles
over a broken hilly Prairy- Nooned on
the great Red River and Crossed it in
the evening- dug the banks a little, but
found no difficulty in Crossing, as the
water was not more than about 18
inches deep, and the river at this place
about 15 yards wide, tho' at high wa
ter, it is wider, and much deeper; the
water of this river is of a very deep red
Colour, resembling thin weak blood
and tolerably well tasted- the Opinion
prevailing in this Company among the
best informed, is that it takes its rise in
the R. mountains- encamped on a ris
ing Knob of the mountain in the Prairy-

Wagon Tracks

The general Course from the Rabits
ears to this place I consider to be a little
W. of South, perhaps 1 1/2 or 2 points
leaving all that high range of hills imme
diately on the right until we arrived in
sight of a very high Knob, with rather a
singular Pinacle upon its top, at which
place we steered for this Pinacle, until
we struck and crossed the River at
Probably the best fording to be found
upon it; and fell in with the trace before
mentioned which left this Pinacle on
the left- One of our men broke one of
the bones of his hand, by striking his
mule- I was this evening attacked with
a violent pain of the head, and nausea
of the Stomach-- found wild Courants
and goose berries in abundance on
this river-{20}34

Sunday 18th, Travelled about 12 miles
and encamped on the banks of the R.
River, at noon Lieut Anderson and one
of the men rode a head in order to ex
amine the direction which the trace
that we were following took, and fortu
nately after travelling about 9 miles
Came to a Camp where were 10 or 12
Spaniards & indians encamped- who
had come out with meal and Biscuit for
the purpose of trading with the indians
one of the Spaniads retd . with the Lieut
to our Camp in the evening, when we
all immediately set out for their en
campment, having satisfactorily ascer
tained that we were in the right trace
and about 60 miles distant from St.
Magill- Of these Spaniards we bot. Bis
cuit & meal for which we gave them
$12. for about one bushel of Biscuit &
10$ for about 1 1/2 Bushels of Corn
Meal- paid for it in goods at 4 or 5 hun
dred Pct.- from these Spaniards we
learned that the governor of New Mex
ico & about 300 men had recently trav
elled this trace out into the indian
Country-{ 12} (805)35

Monday 19th• Travelled about 7 miles,
over perhaps the worst road that ever
Carriages travelled, it being in the
midst of the Cliffs and Knobs of the R.
Mountains, fortunately however for us,
with great Care and Caution we all got
thro' Safely without any material break
ing or injury to our dearborns or Wag
gons- and encamped on the banks of
the Sconeio River- This trace bears very
nearly a due West Course- Yesterday
evening was the first time that I had
eaten one mouthful of bread for a
bout one month-- and I then eat so
heartily of it, that I felt considerable in
convenience from it for a short time
The Mountains at this place are not ex
ceedingly high, but appear to have
been torn asunder by some uncom
mon Convulsion of nature, and to rise in
Stupendous Knobs and Points all cov
ered over with immensely large rocks
but little or no timber to be seen at all in
any direction, except a few old
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dwarfish decoyed Cedar and pines
about the mountain sides- Sow a
number of wild and uncommon plants
& weeds, some of which were ex
tremely odoriferous & fragrant Sow a
considerable no: of birds of various
kinds-{7} (812)36
Tuesday 20th• Travelled about 18 miles
over a tolerable rood except in a few
places which were exceedingly bad
we still Continue along up this river
sometimes crossing from one to the
other side- as the trace leads-{19}37
Wednesday 21 st. Travelled about 17
miles and encamped in the Prairy, we
this day hod our Dearbourn upset and
considerably broken, but after a short
time succeeded in repairing it so as to
be able to travel agairr- and were to
day met by on herds-man of Cottle,
who was guarding 40 or 50 head of
Cottle- roods tolerably good for the
mountain- Bot some very indifferent
Cheese to day- water very scarce and
bad-{17J38
Thursday 22nd• Travelled about 16
miles- and for the first time arrived at
the Ranche or temporary residence of
a Mr. Juan Pino which is the first civilized
habitation we have seen since we left
the U. S. This was to us a pleasing pros
pect, as we were politely reed. This man
is wealthy having 1,60,000 head of
sheep and many cottle, horses &
mules- we encamped near his house,
eA6 where we hod fine spring wa
ter-{ 16} (863)39
Thursday [Friday] 23d • Travelled about
18 miles over a very hilly- broken Coun
try- we this morning hod as much milk
given to us by Mr. Pino as we all could
use- encamped in the mountain with
out water- sow this day a number of
herds of sheep and Cattle- many Thou
sands- The sheep of this Country are
smaller than those of the U. S. gener
ally- and, those Cottle which I have
seen are also smaller- Tho' they are
beautiful and fat generally- The Coun
try thro which we have lately Travelled
altho' in the midst of the R. Mountains is
on exceedingly badly watered Coun
try- from all that I have seen of this
Country, Iam not disposed to think that
I should be pleased with it for a future
residence-{ 18}
Saturday 24th• Travelled about 3 miles
and encamped near a spring at which
place we reed. Information that the
Mexican Government hod imposed a
Tax of 39 pet. on all persons trading in
the Country- we therefore determined
to [ 1and make some arrangements on
the SUbject-{3}40
Sunday 25th• Travelled about 7 miles
and arrived and encamped in the rear
of St. Magill, Considerable rejoicing ap
peared among the natives on our arri
val and they welcomed us with the
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best music that the place afforded- a
description of this place can better be
given on american by comparing it to
a large Brick Yard, where there are a
number of Kilns put up and not burnt;
as all their houses are mode of bricks
dried in the Sun, and none of them
burnt- all the roofs of the houses are
entirely flat- yet they appear to resist
rain and be perfectly free from leak
age- the inhabitants appeared to me
to be a miserable poor people, but
perfectly happy and contented- and
appeared very desirous to make our
time as pleasant as possible- inconse
quence of the rumour of this Tax none
of us attempted to sell any of our
goods before the matter was further in
vestigated{7} (891)
Monday 26 th• Remained in Camp- rest
ing our horses, visited the Town, and for
the first time, dined in a house. off on in
different dinner- Many of the inhabi
tants visited our Camp. and appeared
pleased to see us-
Tuesday 27th• left camp this evening
and Travelled about 3 miles, on our
way to Santo Fe- and encamped near
a little village called St. James'- where
many of the inhabitants visited us
These people appear to be fond of the
Americans. and wish to Cultivate a
good understanding with them-{3}41
Wednesday 28th• I this morning left
Camp early. in pursuit of a man who
was employed yesterday to pock 2
Trunks of goods for us to St.a Fe and
who hod gone on a head with them
and travelled about 37 miles, and ar
rived at Santo Fe about Dusk, did not
overtake the Packer. but found all
safe- Santo Fe is quite a Populous
place. but is built entirely of Mud
houses, there being not a brick or
wood house in the whole City- its
population may be estimated at a
bout souls- some ports of the City are
tolerably regularly built, other ports very
irregular- The inhabitants appear to be
friendly- and some of them are very
wealthy. whilst by far the greater port
of them are the most wretched, poor
miserable Creatures that I have ever
seerr- Yet they appear to me to be
quite happy & contented in their miser
able Priest-ridden situatiorr- This City is
well supplied with fine water. Provisions
very scarce and many- very many
beggars walking the streets. I put up
with on old hospitable gentleman of
the nome of Deago Montoyo.42
who appears to have quite on agree
able family-left the Dearbourn behind
with the waggon party to follow on.
found the rood to this place exceed
ingly bod for waggons-{37} (931)
Thursday 29th• Remained in St.a . Fe
walked about Town &c. waiting the ar
rival of the waggons- as Iknew nothing
of the Spanish language I could not
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converse with the Natives- Ate a few
fine Apricots which ore tolerably plenty
here-
Friday 30th• Started bock early this
morning to meet the waggons and af
ter travelling 5 or 6 miles, was pleased
to meet them, all safe, except our
dearbourn hod been again upset, and
a little injured- we all then Come on to
st.a . Fe, to which place we arrived
safely after a long & tiresome travel of
(43) days having travelled by estimation
931- miles from Franklin Missouri-44

Friday [Saturday] 31 st• Remained in
Town, entered our goods. and ar
ranged the Taxes with the Collector,
who appears to me to be on astonish
ingly obliging man as a public officer,
and proceeded to offer our goods for
sale- The duty imposed by low on all
traders appears to be 25 pct. which is
considered exceedingly high and un
reasonable and was the Couse of Con
siderable discontent among the Ameri
cans- who however succeeded in ar
ranging their taxes very satisfactorily
with the Collector-4S

Saturday [Sunday] Aug 1st• Remaining
in Town, and endeavoring to sell
goods. which we find difficult to do to
on advantage, owing to the Scarcity
of money and the abundance of
goods- for which we brot. on for this
market-
Sunday [Monday] Augt 2d• Still station
ary, our horses out a grazing- and we
endeavouring to sell our goods- we
yesterday purchased the goods of a
Mr. F. S. Samuel to the amount of about
$730- and arranged the payments sat
isfactorily-

1825 May 31 st. This day left Santo Fe for
the ranch called the Alimo, about 10 or
12 Miles below the town46 where we re
mained all night. and the next morning
June 1st. left this ranch and set out on
our return to the U. S. after having re
mained in this Country about 10
months, during which time the follow
ing is the result of the observations. &c.
&c. which I have mode on the SUbject
of Manners, Customs. &c. &c. of the
Country & people.

On my arrival in the Territory of N.
Mexico I was a little astonished at the
blind zeal and enthusiasm of the peo
ple, all professing the Catholic religion
which I found to be the only religion tol
erated in this Country. and which I do
verily believe is the best religion that
could possibly be established among
them as they appear to live more hap
pily under their religious yoke than any
other profession Ihave ever known and
I verily believe die as happily as any
people in this world do. The homage
and adoration which they pay to their
priests far surpass that, which any other
religious Sect that I have any knowl-
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edge of pay their God, and is much
greater than they themselves pay to
their God as all their worship of their
God consists in the most unmeaning
Ceremony that can possibly be Con
ceived-

As relates to their Manners and Cus
toms I am reluctantly compelled to say
that I do not believe there are at this
time on any part of the Globe a people
so entirely destitute of Correct princi
ples in the general as those who reside
in the province of N. Mexico- for I
scarcely Know a single vice that i, not
indulged to a very great excess except
that of intoxication which is not; per
haps owing to the scarcity of Ardent
spirits and the very high price which it
commands- among the number al
luded to I will enumerate a few to wit
Thieving, Iieing, whoring- gambling &c.
in a word every vice reigns among this
people to the greatest extent that this'
poor miserable situation will possibly
permit-In justice however I cannot for
bear to remark that there does exist
among them one solitary virtue- and
that is hospitality to strangers- for when
I consider the very unequalled scarcity
that does exist at all times in their Coun
try of human diet, I am compelled to
declare that I do not believe there are
any people who would more willingly
divide their morsel with the stranger,
than these people would do- and that
too, without any demand or expecta
tion of Compensation for it, but if you
offer to return them the value or ten
times as much it will at all times and by
nearly or quite all persons be received-

As relates to their Ideas of decency
and modesty they appear to me to
have the most imperfect notion, as the
men and women will indiscriminately
and freely Converse together on the
most gross and vulgar subjects that
can possibly be conceived, without
the least embarrassment or Confusion-

A s relates to the face of the Country
in the general, it is remarkably poor
and sterrile, as not any kind of grain or
vegetable can at any season of the
year be raised in any part of the Coun
try. without being watered by water
from Canals taken from springs or the
rivers which run thro' the Country and it
is a little astonishing to see the Consid
erable length of some of those Canals
and the Country over which they are
taken, and Considering their exterme
ignorance in the general I do not know
how they do Contrive to conduct the
water from one place to another in the
manner they do-

There are among these people but
very few men of information, and I be
lieve no women at all of education
perhaps in the general their priests are
the best informed men among them
and I do verily believe 9/10 of them to
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be the most abandoned scoundrels
that disgrace human nature- Amen

MMM
Notes

1. Wnliam Becknell, "Captain Wnliam Beck 
neWs Journal of Two Expeditions from
Boon's Lick to Santa Fe," Harry C. Myers,
ed.. Wagon Tracks, 11 (May 1997j: L 20
24.

2. Missouri Intelligencer. March 20. 1824.
3. Hardeman's ferry operated between

ther farm, the Fruitage on the east side
of the Missouri River, and Arrow Rock.
Thomas Hardeman opened an inn or
tavern and John ran the ferry from the
dock at the Fruitage. Nicholas Perkins
Hardeman, Wilderness Calling, The Har
deman Family in the American Westward
Movement, 1750-1900 (Knoxville: Uni
versity ofTennessee Press, 1977). 78.

4. Kate Gregg stated that "George Davis
from Ross County, Ohio, settled in the
Petite Osage bottom some time be
tween 1818 and 1820. a little north of the
present-day town of Malta Bend." Kate
Gregg, The Road to Santa Fe (Albuquer
que: Universi1y of New Mexico Press,
1952). 250. See map 3 in Gregory M.
Franzwa, Maps of the Santa Fe Trail (St.
Louis: The Patrice Press, 1989). A Dear
born was a "light square-box wagon
having two seat-boards and a standing
top. usually drawn by one horse." It was
the same as or close to what was called
a Jersey wagon and a Carryall. Don H.
Berkebile, Carriage Terminology: An His
torical Dictionary (Washington: Smith
sonian Institution Press, 1978). 121-122.

5. The Sni-a-Bar runs north into the Missouri
River just east of Wellington, Missouri. See
Franzwa, Maps, maps 4 & 5.

6. Augustus A. LeGrand was born about
1800 in Maryland of well-to-do parents
of French descent. Well educated and
bright, he gave up law and became a
trader or trapper on the plains and in the
Rockies. In November 1826 he entered
into a contract to measure a tract of
land in the Texas panhandle and act as
agent for its sale. Possibly that party was
a filibustering expedi1ion. It is also possi
b�e that LeGrand was in the 1833 Santa
Fe Trail caravan. noted as "Legrave."
Raymond Estep, "Alexander LeGrand"
in LeRoy Hafen. ed.. Mountain Men and
the Fur Trade of the Far West (Glendale:
The Arthur H. Clark Co., 1965). VII, 201
216; William Waldo, "Recollections of a
Septuagenarian." Glimpses of the Past, 5
(April 1938) : 62-94.

Paul Anderson was a partner in the
1822 Caches venture to Santa Fe. He
participated in the Santa Fe trade
throughout the 1820s and requested
Mexican (New Mexico) naturalization in
1830. Early in the 1830s he shifted his
headquarters to California. David J. We
ber. The Taos Trappers: The Fur Trade in
the Far Southwest, 1540-1846 (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1971),59
63,70,119-120.

Absalom Simpson was elected en
sign. Missouri Intelligencer, June 5, 1824.

7. Blue Springs is the present town of Blue
Springs. MO. east of Independence. The
Missionary Road ran from Fort Osage
south to Harmony Mission on the Osage
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River in Vernon County. MO.
8. They were passing through what is now

southern Jackson County, MO.
9. The party was most likely in the vicinity of

what became known as Lone Elm
campground in Kansas. Both Indian
Creek and Cedar Creek which rise in this
area flow into the Kansas river. See
Franzwa, Maps. map 21.

10. The caravan was at or near what be
came known as 11 O-mile Creek in pres
ent Osage County, KS, just east of Scran
ton. See Franzwa, Maps. map 25. With
the statement "Trunk put on Cannon," it
is evident that they felt they were in dan
gerous territory and wanted to be ready
for any event.

11. The caravan was at present Council
Grove in Morris County, KS. The govern
ment survey party of George Sibley, Tho
mas Mather. and Benjamin Reeves
would meet with the Great and Little Os
age Indians here in 1825 and conclude
a treaty of safe passage for the SFT cara
vans. Gregg. The Road to Santa Fe, 58.
The "Grand" and "Six Bulls" were Goth
names for the Neosho River.

12. Francis S. Samuel participated in the
Santa Fe trade until at least 1829. Mar
maduke and McClure purchased his
goods on their arrival in Santa Fe in 1824.
An ad in the Missouri Intelligencer. Octo
ber 9, 1829, announced the removal of
the store of G. M. and F. S. Samuel to the
"New Town of Franklin," offering an ex
tensive assortment of foreign and do
mestic goods. This undoubtedly was the
same Francis S. Samuel.

13. The Verdigris River does not head this far
north. They were probably on a tributary
of the Cottonwood River.

14. The coupling pin was used to pin the rear
hounds to the coupling pole. Berkebile,
Carriage Terminology. 333. The caravan
was near the Cottonwood crossing. See
Franzwa. Maps. map 32.

15. They were east of present McPherson,
KS. probably on Running Turkey Creek.
See Franzwa. Maps, map 33.

16. They had probably reached the Arkan
sas River in the vicinity of present Ray
mond. KS. See Franzwa. Maps, map 35.

17. William Anderson was one of the part
ners in the 1822 Caches venture. He was
involved in the Santa Fe trade until at
least 1827.

18. Walnut Creek runs into the Arkansas River
just east of present Great Bend. Barton
County. KS. See Franzwa, Maps, map 36.
"Sf. Magill" is San Miguel del Vado in
New Mexico.

19. Without notice. the caravan passed
Pawnee Rock on this day. W. B. Napton
mote of Pawnee Rock in 1857: "I found
many names cut in the Soft Stone
names of Santa Fe traders who had trav
eled the trail. among them that of Colo
nel M. M. Mardaduke...." W. B. Napton.
On the Santa Fe Trail in 1857 (1905; re
print. Arrow Rock: Friends of Arrow Rock,
1991), 20. Pawnee Fork is in the vicinity of
present Larned, KS. See Franzwa. Maps.
map 38.

20. Louse Island was not mentioned by Si
bley the next year on his survey. The
"caches" (west of present Dodge City)
were storage pits dug in the winter of
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1822-23 by a party caught in a blizzard
and a severe winter. They "cached" or
buried ther goods and eventually pro
ceeded to Taos, gained succor, and re
trieved their goods. Members of this
party included James Baird and Samuel
Chambers (released from arrest in Mex
ico in 1820), William Anderson, Sr., Paul
Anderson, Jr., John Foughfin, Wfison
McGunnegle, and William Parker. Louise
Barry, The Beginning of the West (To
peka: Kansas State Historical Society,
1972),108.

21. This Spanish Indian was probably from
one of the Pueblos of New Mexico or a
Genfzaro. "Genizaros were detribalized
Indians of various origins, most of them
ransomed from captivity among the
Plains tribes and kept for years as ser
vants in settler households." John R. &
Christine M. Van Ness, eds., Spanish &
Mexican Land Grants in New Mexico
and Colorado (Manhattan, KS: Journal
of the West, 1980),41. This indicates that,
as early as 1824, New Mexicans were
participating in the trade in one way or
another.

22. The caravan crossed the Arkansas in the
immediate vicinity of present Garden
City, KS.

23. At this point the caravan had probably
reached the Cimarron River east of
Lower (Wagon Bed) Spring.

24. With the removal of the trunk, which
probably contained ammunition, from
the cannon, they apparently believed
all danger was over.

25. The caravan was just west of Middle
Spring, near present Elkhart, KS. See
Franzwa, Maps, map 58. Marmaduke
provided a wonderful description of an
Indian tipi.

26. They were in the vicinity of what became
known as Cold Spring in the Oklahoma
panhandle. See Franzwa. Maps, map 60.
At this point, those who were using pack
animals departed from those using wag
ons and headed directly toward Taos.
The Missouri Intelligencer, October 2,
1824, reported: "A company of twenty
five separated from the waggons, 200
miles this side of Santa Fe, and arrived
there in sixty days from this town; the
waggons in seventy-four days." Augus
tus Storrs said that he arrived in Taos, indi
cating that he went in with the packers.
Augustus Storrs, "Trade between Missouri
and Mexico," Senate Document No.7,
18th Cong., 2nd sess. (Serial 108). The
wagons and dearborns headed in a
more southwesterly direction than the
traditional SFT.

27. Rabbit Ear Creek is modern Seneca
Creek. The caravan was heading south
west and was west of present Felt, OK.
Sue Richardson of Clayton, NM, has long
speculated that the early Trail ran south
of the Rabbit Ears instead of north. This
account proves her correct.

28. They were about 12 miles southeast of
the Rabbit Ears in the vicinity east of
present Texfine, TX. The Texas Horned Liz
ard Phrynosoma cornutum (Horned
Toad) is common in the Southwest and
was described also by Josiah Gregg,
Commerce of the Prairies (1844; reprint,
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
19541, 382. The short, dried grass was
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probably Buffalo grass Buchloe dactyloi
des. Roger Conant, A Field Guide to Rep
tiles and Amphibians of Eastern and Cen
tral North America (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1975), 110; U.S. Depart
ment of Agriculture, Soil Conservation
Service, Key to the Native Perennial
Grasses, SCS-TP-151 (Washington, D.C.:
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1968),
47.

29. They were probably camped in a draw
about 11 miles southeast of present
Clayton, NM. They may have been on
the next creek south which is Carrizo
Creek.

30. This camp was on Tramperos Creek,
about 24 miles southwest of Clayton,
NM.

31. The "table prarie mountain" is the Black
Hills just west of Ute Creek and the Cejita
de los Comanches, which are a little
south and east of Bueyeros, NM. It is im
possible to see the Rocky Mountains
from this point but they could see the
Canadian River escarpment. The Red
River that Marmaduke referred to is ac
tually the Canadian River.

32. The "bluff" is the Canadian River escarp
ment, about 900 feet high, that runs
generally in a half circle in northeast
New Mexico from south of Clayton in an
arc to just east of Anton Chico. Their
camp was south of Bueyeros on ute or
Tequesquite Creek.

33. Their camp was probably on Ute Creek
near Gallegos, NM.

34. They crossed the Canadian River (the
"great Red River"). Their crossing was
near where Pajarito Creek empties into
the Canadion from the south. This was a
traditional ford and the later location of
Fort Bascom. Tucumcari Mountain was
the very high knob they were aiming for.
It is evident today as one drives south
from Gallegos. The party traveled west
up the Canadian for a short distance
before camping for the night.

35. Their camp on the Canadian was east of
present Conchas Dam. Josiah Gregg on
his way to Santa Fe along the Canadian
River in 1839, was overtaken by a band
of Comancheros to the east of here. On
his 1831 trip, he too purchased bread
from some Ciboleros near the Rabbit
Ears. Marmaduke was on the North Co
manchero road to the plains. Near this
camp is a creek named Comanchero
which runs south into the Canadian.
Gregg, Commerce of the Prairies, 62-67,
257-259. In July 1824 Governor Bar
tholome Baca led an expedition out to
Rio Colorado, the Canadian River, to
meet with the Comanche nation. 1824
Governor's Papers (3/9261, Mexican Ar
chives of New Mexico, New Mexico
State Record Center and Archives,
Santa Fe.

36. The "Sconeio" is the present Conchas
River. The Conchas joins the Canadian
at the point where it turns east after run
ning south from its head in the Sangre de
Cristo Mountains near Raton, NM. Mar
maduke's "cedar and pines" are Pinon
(Pinus edulis) and Juniper (Juniperus
monosperma) on the mesa sides and
probably some on the prairie.

37. They continued along the Conchas Ri
ver, west of present Conchas Dam.
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38. They were a fittle south of the Canadian
River escarpment which lies east-west in
the vicinity of Mesa Pino west of Vari
adero, NM.

39. They had just crossed the Gallinas River.
Juan Estevan Pino received a grant in
this area of some 318,000 acres in August
1825. He caUed it the "Hacienda de San
Juan Bautista del Ojito del Rio de las
Gallinas." It later became known as the
Preston Beck grant. Juan Estevan was
born in 1782, the son of Pedro Bautista
Pino who, in 1810, was the only New
Mexico delegate to the Spanish Cortes
on the European continent. G. Emlen
Hall, "Juan Estevan Pino, 'Se los Coma':
New Mexico Land Speculation in the
18205," New Mexico Historical Review, 57
(January 1982): 27-42.

40. Marmaduke was at the present commu
nity of Bernal, south of Las Vegas and Te
colote.

41. The village of San Jose (MarmadUke's St.
James) is about five miles west of San
Miguel. Both villages are on the Pecos
River.

42. Don Diego Montoya was fISted in the
1823 New Mexico census as flVing in the
district of San Francisco in Santa Fe. He
was head of household No. 12, 70 years
old, and his occupation was First Al
calde, a prominent position in Santa Fe.
Vrginia L. Olmstead, trans & comp., New
Mexico Spanish and Mexican Colonial
Censuses, 1790, 1823, 1845 (Albuquer
que: New Mexico Genealogical Soci
ety, 1975), 141.

43. This figure is only a "9" in the original
manuscript. Marmaduke actually spent
74 days between Missouri and Santa Fe.

44. Josiah Gregg in his table of distances
said it was 775 miles from Independence
to Santa Fe. Gregg, Commerce of the
Prairies, 217.

45. The Franklin Missouri Intelligencer, August
26, 1825, published the response of the
American Consul at Mexico City, James
Wilcocks, to a letter from Meredith Mar
maduke and Samuel McClure dated
February 1, 1825, protesting the 25%
duty. In his response Wilcocks said that
the 25% duty was cheaper than
charged at the seaports, which was
28%, and implied that they got off easy.

46. Canada de Los Alamos is southeast of
Santa Fe on the Trail.

WET/DRY REVISED AUTO TOUR
GUIDE AVAILABLE NOW

The WetIDry Routes Chapter's re
vised Self Guided Auto Tour of the
Santa Fe Trail in Pawnee, Edwards,
and Ford County, Kansas includes
15 markers set since the original was
printed in 1993. Now there are 73
markers on the five separate routes
of the Trail, including new markers
placed at campsites of the 1825 Sib
ley survey team and six markers
placed west of Dodge City.

To obtain a copy send two 32-cent
stamps to Ida Yeager, 416 Wichita,
Larned KS 67550.
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KANSAS DAR REDEDICATES SANTA FE TRAIL MARKERS
by Shirley Coupal

(Coupal, Shawnee Mission, KS, is
KSDAR state historian and a men/-·
ber of SFTA.)

Set up road markers,
put up guideposts: .
Turn your attention to the highways,
the road by which you went.

-Jeremiah 31:21

You shall not move your neighbor's
landmarks erected by your forefa
thers in the heritage you receive in
the land which the Lord, your God,
is giving you to occupy.

-Deuteronomy 19: 14

USING these verses in the hope
that the markers stay where they be
long, KSDAR State Regent Pat Traf
fas and State Historian ShIrley
Coupal, with other KSDAR state of
ficers, DAR members, SFTA mem
bers and community residents,
rededicated the following markers in
September 1997 (two during the
symposium).
Lone Elm - DAR Marker #3 - re
dedicated September 8, after being
moved out of the right away at 167th

and Lone Elm Rd, Olathe.
The Lone Elm marker sits on the

northwest corner of the Lone Elm
Campground, a popular camping site
on the Trail. The campground was
fairly large, covering approximately
80 acres. In the early days the camp
ground was known as Round Grove.

Susan Magoffin recorded in her
diary, 1846, that only one elm tree
remained. It stood on a small incline
near the creek. There was sufficient
spring water for the animals and the
grass grew as tall as a man's wai~t.

W. W. H. Davis recorded that, m
1853, his stagecoach party burned
the stump of that last tree to cook
their breakfast.

Travelers starting their journeys
from Independence for Santa Fe or
Oregon used this campground. West
of here the Trail divided, one going
southwest to Santa Fe for commerce
and trade and the other angling
northwest for Oregon or California
and a new life.

Larned Depot - DAR Marker #54
- rededicated September 23.

This is apparently the marker
that Mrs. T. A. Cordry and George
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W. Martin described as being placed
"in the old Fort Larned burying
ground, where the trail passes
through the cemetery." The first
DAR survey described it as being at
the Santa Fe Depot. If the marker
was ever in the cemetery, it was
moved to the depot prior to 1939. It
remained there until the depot
.closed and was then moved to the lit
tle park along SW Trail Street. An
accident last February afforded the
opportunity to return it to the depot,
now considered an original location.

The town of Larned, wrote Mrs.
Cordry, "was the outgrowth of civili
zation settling near the protection of
the soldiers at old Fort Larned,
where the Government had sta
tioned soldiers for the protection of
travelers along the Trail, during In
dian troubles. The greatest danger
from Indian surprise and attack, lay
between Forts Zarah and Larned,
the heart of buffalo range." North
east of present Larned the Trail split
into the Wet and Dry routes. The
Wet Route, which this marker com
memorates, passed through the
southern part of the city following
along the Arkansas River.
Fort Aubrey Trail (Aubry Route)
- Marker #84a - dedicated Septem
ber 23, at the Ebenfleur Cemetery,
10 miles south of Syracuse on K27 to
Rd 31, east 4 miles to Rd S, cemetery
is on the south side of the road.

The tales this marker could tell of
life on the high plains, ofbitter win
ters, scorching summers, days of
black dust clouds, and days of pris
tine blue skies, from seas of grass to
oceans of waving wheat, of being lost
then found and being lost again.
This marker waited 90 years for the
Daughters to arrive to dedicate it.

In 1906 the Kansas DAR placed
89 red granite markers, six. special
markers, and a cannon along the
many routes of the Santa Fe Trail.
Two of these markers were not seen
or surveyed by the Daughters until
November 15, 1996, when this mark
er in Hamilton County was found.

George W. Martin, Secretary of
the Kansas Historical Society, stated
in his annual report, December 6,
1907, that five markers were ship
ped to Henry Block at Syracuse to be
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Aubry Route DAR Marker # 84a, Hamil
ton County, KS, dedicated September
23, 1997.

set in Hamilton County. Martin gave
the location of four markers and
noted no information had been re
ceived about the fifth. The report of
December 1, 1908, corrected this,
"The fifth marker in Hamilton
County was set on the southwest cor
ner of the southwest quarter of sec
tion 3, township 26, range 40 west,
on the old Fort Aubrey trail, at a
point where the ruts of the old trail
are still distinct. This location was
selected by C. R. Dollings, chairman
of the board of county commission
ers, who has resided in that vicinity
for twenty-two years." Mrs. Cordry
did not identify this marker in her
book, The Story of Marking the
Santa Fe Trail; consequently it did
not have an assigned number.
Martin's correction was also missed
by those seeking the markers.

During May 1996 a search of pre
vious marker surveys was made and
a delegation set out to find all 96
markers in Kansas. They were un
able to locate two red granite mark·
ers. Public appeals for help were sent
out, and information surfaced. Ed
Lewis sent a copy of Martin's 1908
correction. The Dodge City ladies at
the Kansas DAR Library found the
rest of the surveys. In one of the old
surveys was a small note from Guy
Josserand, who resides west of
Dodge City, giving the location of a
marker south of Syracuse.

In November 1996 Pat Traffas
and Shirley Coupal "found" this
marker laying on its back in a wheat
field. Gano Schmidt and family had
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Rededication of Point of Rocks marker,
I to r: Shirley Coupal, Joe Hartman, Al
ice Walker, and Pat Traffas (photo cour
tesy of Santa Fe Trail Center).

Mo River 550 Miles Santa Fe 226
Miles Surveyed in Sept 1825. Also
on the cement base is the Square and
Compass with the letter G in the cen
ter, this you of course know is the
emblem of the Masonic Fraternity,
and was placed on this base for the
reason that Msrs Thomas-Brite-Wil
son and myself happen to be 'Ma
sons.'

"Point of Rocks is the first bluff
found on the River in going west, it is
a sharp rocky point very steep and

Rededication scene at Point of Rocks, Morton County, September 25, 1997, looking
down from top of bluff toward Cimarron River, dedication ceremonies lower left
(note umbrella), part of symposium activities with mule pack train In distance and
wagon train In center (photo courtesy of Mel & Mary Cottom).

markers sat in Richfield for a
number of years. In a letter dated
December 27, 1912, Lavinia J. Smy
ser (of Pawnee Rock fame) wrote to
Lillie E. Guernsey, Kansas DAR
State Regent, that her son had seen
these markers in Richfield and "one
was injured by someone who had
built a fire too near." In January
1914 Mrs. Guernsey, not being satis
fied with the written responses, trav
eled to Morton County to see why the
markers had not been set. She was a
rather formidable lady and soon got
results. The marker at Point of
Rocks and at the state line were soon
set. A letter written by E. M. Dean,
November 26, 1914, informed the
DAR, "The marker set at 'Point of
Rocks' was the last one to be set in
this county, and I presume the last
one in the State of Kansas....

"The citizens of Morton county
who were active in this matter were
Mayo Thomas of Elkhart (a friend of
your Mrs. Guernsey), Perry Brite
who lives at Point of Rocks, Lee
Moore, Ernest Wilson and J(no) Bar
tholomew of Richfield and myself.
The Stone was set at Point of Rocks
on the 26th day of April, 1914. It is
placed on a rocky point about 50 feet
above the river on the north bank of
the Cimarron River, and about Y2
way up the Bluff that constitutes the
'Point of Rocks.' On the cement base
the following inscriptions appear.

rescued it 40 years ago but never
made contact with the DAR to have
it set. Lynda Fort of the Byrd Pre
witt Chapter DAR, Ulysses, took on
the project of moving and setting the
marker with the cooperation of the
Ebenfleur community.

Francis X. Aubry, a Santa Fe
trader best remembered for his five
day, twenty-two-hour record horse
back ride from Santa Fe to Independ
ence, also opened a route of the Trail
from the Aubry Crossing of the Ar
kansas River east of present Syra
cuse to join with the Cimarron Route
east of Cold Spring in the Oklahoma
panhandle. This marker commemo
rates the Aubry Route which was
heavily used during the 1850s and
Civil War years.
Point of Rocks and State Line 
DAR Markers #95 and #96 - dedi
cated September 25 in memory of
Fannie Geiger Thompson, Emma
Hills Stanley, Zu Adams, Grace
Meeker, and Isabelle Cone Harvey,
without whose untiring efforts the
Santa Fe Trail through Kansas
would not have been marked by the
DAR. These two markers were also
returned to their original locations.

Fred G. Glenn, county clerk, re
ported to George Martin that the
Morton County Commissioners as
sumed the expense of transporting
the stones from the railroad (65
miles away) and setting them. "The
markers are located, one on the east
county line and one on the west line,
or where the trail leaves the state.
There is one located very near the
center of the county, and the other
two at places between these where
they will most likely be seen. The
trail for the first twelve miles in this
county is all together, except for a
short distance about five miles from
the east line, where there is a short
branch to the Cimarron river for wa
ter. For the remainder of the dis
tance across the county there are
practically two trails, one following
the river-bottom, or close to it, and
the other branch keeping parallel
with the river at a distance of two
miles, or about that. There are con
necting roads every few miles, and
appearances indicate the main tl'ail
for the last one-third of the way
across the county to be on the river
bottom."

Unbeknownst to the Daughters at
least two of the Morton County

18 Wagon Tracks November 1997



THE RANCH AT PAWNEE ROCK
by David Clapsaddle

108 feet above the water level of the
Cimarron River. The place called
'Middle Spring' is a spring Y2 mile
east by north of the Point, it was a
noted Land Mark and the only spr
ing in what is now Morton County."

There were no interesting tales
about the state line marker. Its sig
nificance is that it marks the Kansas
boundary on the old Trail.

Other DAR Markers on the Move
DAR markers are not to be moved

without the permission of the
KSDAR State Regent. Contact with
her can be made through any DAR
chapter, the Kansas Historical Soci
ety, or by writing to the Kansas DAR
Library, 2601 Central, Dodge City.

The Larned Airport marker (#57)
has been returned to Edwards
County on the Dry Route. Its new 10
eation is the Peace Lutheran Ceme
tery, 6.7 miles north of US56 on
paved road on the east side of Kins
ley. The Fort Dodge marker (#64) is
still in storage, awaiting the comple
tion of road construction. The Dodge
City Ruts marker (#67) has been re
set at the Dept. of Interior Historic
Site Park. Plans are being made to
return the Conductor marker (#88),
east of Hickok, to Haskell County.
New land owners want the South of
Hickok marker (#90) moved out of
their front yard. It will be moved 90
feet or so to the east of its current lo
cation.

Other markers that may be moved
are #26 on Washunga Hill, Council
Grove, which belongs west of Council
Grove; #38 Sora-Kansas marker at
Elyria, which should be at or near
the 1825 treaty site; #70 Ingalls at
the museum, originally located on
the Mountain Route; #86 at the road
side park northwest of Garden City,
which belongs in Haskell County
near Ivanhoe Cemetery. There are
rumors that the land owners would
like the Offerle marker #61 returned
to the Wet Route.

All other Kansas DAR Santa Fe
Trail markers, barring any unfore
seen circumstances, are where they
should be and should not be moved.
Finally, KSDAR is still looking for
the last "missing" red granite
marker, reported as originally locat
ed at Pierceville in Finney County.
Any information about this marker
or proof that it was ever set will be
appreciated.
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(SFTA Ambassador Clapsaddle of
Larned, KS, is a mover and shaker in
the Wet/Dry Routes Chapter and fre
quent contributor to WT.)
PAWNEE Rock, located about one
half mile north of the town of the
same name in western Barton
County, KS, was one of the promi
nent landmarks along the entire
length of the Santa Fe Trail. Rising
sixty feet above the surrounding
plains, the dark Dakota sandstone
promontory was often noted by writ
ers of the historic period for its topog
raphical features and the extensive
view it provided to those on top.
Later observers, such as Henry In
man and other writers of his ilk, de
scribed in detail the perils of the
place with the ever-present Indians
lurking in the shadow of the rock to
sweep down upon the hopeless trav
eler. That piece offolklore was prop
erly discredited by Jesse Scott,
"Pawnee Rock: 'many an ambush
originated here'?" Wagon Tracks, XI
(August 1997): 4. However, there
has been a paucity of interest in an
ever more elusive subject, the ranch
at Pawnee Rock.

A ranch was not an atypical scene
on the western frontier landscape.
Any isolated little place of habitation
was commonly designated by this
term, derived from Spanish word
rancho. This name was also applied
to those small operations of private
enterprise along the Santa Fe Trail,
often spelled ranche, which sold pro
visions and otherwise catered to the
needs of travelers to and from New
Mexico. Contemporary writers re
ferred to such establishments as
trading ranches or road ranches. In
some cases they were called stations
because of the mail and stage sta
tions which operated either inde
pendently or in conjunction with the
trading ranches. Common parlance,
however, spoke of such places simply
as ranches.

Marion Sloan Russell recalled a
building at Pawnee Rock in 1856,
which she described as a trapper's
cabin wherein her brother Will dis
covered the bodies of two recently
slain men. On a return trip to Santa
Fe in 1860, Maid Marion observed
"the cabin ... still untenanted." Be-
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yond Russell's account, the presence
of a habitation at Pawnee Rock was
rarely mentioned. Two reports are
presently known, both in the form of
sketches.

Lieutenant M. R. Brown, engineer
and cartographer with the 1867
Hancock Expedition, included a
small square in his sketch ofPawnee
Rock, identified as a ranch immedi
ately east of the rock. His notes pro
vide no other information as to the
nature of the ranch or whether or not
it was inhabited.

The second indication of a ranch
at Pawnee Rock is gleaned from an
1867 sketch by Ado Hunnius, a sol·
dier and artist. The location of the
stone building in a state of disrepair
flanked by a corral constructed of
stone was in keeping with the loca
tion indicated by Brown's sketch.
The crumbled condition of the build
ing in Hunnius's drawing conveys
the image of a structure that was not
habitable and, apparently, had not
been occupied recently.

What then can be concluded con
cerning the ranch at Pawnee Fork?
With all due respect to Mrs. Russell,
her account is not helpful. In her ad
vanced age, as she dictated her mem
oirs some 70 years later, she remem
bered Pawnee Rock as being east of
Walnut Creek. Perhaps her memory
of the trapper's cabin at Pawnee
Rock was likewise garbled. The most
telling aspect of her account is that
no mention was made of the habita
tion at Pawnee Rock during her ini
tial trip to Santa Fe in 1852. Brown's
illustration is likewise nonproduc
tive beyond indicating the presence
of a building near the rock. Hun
nius's sketch sheds little light except
that, in 1867, the building was unin
habited and evidently had been so
for some time.

Was there a ranch at Pawnee
Rock? Ifso, who established it? What
was the nature of its operation?
What was the date of its origin and of
its demise? It is unlikely that the
building was that of trappers, no
mention can be found of a trading
ranch at Pawnee Rock, and there is
no record of a mail or stage station at
this location. Without further docu
mentation, the presence of a ranch at
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Pawnee Fork appears specious. But
there presumably was a structure
erected there sometime during the
late 18'50s or early 1860s. Exactly
who, when, and why remain a mys
tery. Perhaps, in time, this mystery
will be resolved.
SOURCES
Hunnius. Ado. Sketch of Pawnee Rock, in

louise Barry. The Beginning of the West.
Topeka: Kansas State Historical Society,
1972, 60l.

letters Received, Adjutant General's Office,
1867, Record Group 393. Microcopy 619,
roll 562. National Archives.

Russell, Marion Sloan. Land of Enchantment.
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press. 1954.

ELDERHOSTEL TOUR, A TRAVEL
ADVENTURE ON THE TRAIL

by Jim Sherer

(SFTA member Sherer, Dodge City
Community College, is coordinator of
Elderhostel tours of the Santa Fe
Trail, sponsored by the college. He re
ports on the most recent trip. The next
such tour is scheduled for October 11
18, 1998.)

ON Sunday evening, October 12,
1997, 40 eager and enthusiastic
Elderhostlel's from 16 states, met in
Lenexa, KS, to begin their epic ad
venture on the Santa Fe Trail. There
they joined Jim Sherer, coordinatOl',
and Leo Oliva, instructor, for an in
troduction to Trail history. They
spent the next seven days in a motor
coach, traveling to Santa Fe and
back.

Monday, October 13: Our trip be
gan at the National Frontier Trails
Center in Independence, MO. We
then moved along the Tl'ail to the
Mahaffie House and Stagecoach
Stop at Olathe, KS, and later joined
SFTAAmbassador Katharine Kelley
at the log cabin at Black Jack Park
where Kelley talked about the Trail
in Douglas County. We also got our
first chance to walk in Trail ruts. It
was then on to Council Grove where
we viewed the historic sites, took a
stroll on the new "River Walk," and
enjoyed the hospitality, good food,
and special entertainment, followed
by a pleasant stay at the historic Cot
tage House Inn.

Tuesday, October 14: We followed
the Trail westward to Ralph's Ruts
where SFTA Ambassador Ralph
Hathaway met the group with a per
sonal tour of the impressive ruts on
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his farm. Back on the "stagecoach"
we proceeded to the Santa Fe Trail
Center at Larned where we met
Ruth Olsen Peters and toured that
wonderful museum. Next, we toured
Fort Larned National Historic Site
and moved on to Dodge City where
we ended the day at the Kansas
Heritage Center with Noel Ary and
David Webb.

Wednesday, October 15: After a
stop at the Trail ruts west of Dodge
City, we headed west on the Moun
tain Route, with a stop at the Kearny
County Museum at Lakin. The direc
tor, SFTA Ambassador Pat Heath,
who was a member of OUT fIrst Elder
hostel Trail trip last year, met the
group and shared her outstanding
museum. We proceeded into Colo
rado and toured Boggsville, Bent's
Old Fort National Historic Site, and
the Koshare Indian Museum at La
Junta. That evening we enjoyed a
buffalo feast, the first time most of
our group tasted real buffalo meat.

Thursday, OctobeI' 16: From La
Junta, we headed southwest to
Trinidad, over Raton Pass, to CimaI'
ron, NM, where we enjoyed lunch at
the historic St. James Hotel. We
passed through Rayado and viewed
Wagon Mound as we made our way
to Fort Union National Monument
where we were met by yet another
SFTA ambassador, Supt. Harry My
ers, who later joined us for dinner at
the Plaza Hotel in Las Vegas.

Friday, October 17: We followed
the Trail to Pecos National Historic
Park, Glorieta Pass, and Santa Fe.
Returning to the Plaza Hotel at Las
Vegas in the evening, we were joined
for dinner by Mike and Patti Olsen.
Mike gave an excellent presentation
about Las Vegas and the Santa Fe
Trail. Our group also got to meet a
real cowboy who works at the Fort
Union Ranch.

Saturday, October 18: We began
our return voyage, stopping at the
Brown Hotel in Springer for a rest
stop. We then followed the Cimarron
Route, noting such places as the Ca
nadian River, Point of Rocks, Rabbit
Ears, Cimarron Grasslands, and
other sites on our way back to Dodge
City,

Sunday, October 19: We visited
Fort Dodge, stopped to climb Pawnee
Rock, and left the Trail at Great
Bend to travel northward to view
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Fort Harker and enjoy our last meal
together at the historic Brookville
Hotel. From there we traveled back
to Lenexa along 1-70 and enjoyed the
Smoky Hills, Flint Hills, and Kansas
River valley.

Along the entire trip we met won
derful people and enjoyed the variety
of landscapes as well as Trail rem
nants' historic sites, and museums.
Mter traveling over 1800 miles and
listening to endless lectures from the
instructor, our tired but still enthu
siastic group arrived back at Lenexa
with a special understanding and
feeling about their travel adventure
along the historic Santa Fe Trail.

WITHOUT A SHOT
BEING FIRED
by Jesse Scott

(SFTA Ambassador Scott of Garden
City, KS, is a frequent contributor to
WT, often bringing to light interest
ing gems such as the following.)

ALL aficionados of the Santa Fe
Tl'ail know of Susan Shelby Magoffin
and her famous 1846 diary, but it
was her brother-in-law. James Wiley
Magoffin, who earned a place in his
tory when he preceded General Ste
phen Watts Kearny's Army of the
West and persuaded Governor
Manuel Armijo to give up New Mex
ico without a fIght. One time luck,
rather than persuasive diplomacy,
saved the day, again without a shot
being fil'ed. Not all paI'ticipants at
the time, howevel', weI'e convinced a
shot had not been fIred.

The following story was recently
told by Geol'ge Wythe Baylol', Into
the Far, Wild Country: True Tales of
the Old Southwest (EI Paso: Texas
Western Press, 1996), p. 138. James
Wiley Magoffin, 1799-1868, entered
into the Santa Fe trade during its
early years. He was appointed u.s.
Consul at Saltillo in 1825 and, later,
at Chihuahua City. After the Mexi
can War he settled at El Paso.

In the early days of his life in EI
Paso, Magoffin went up to Las Cru
ces in the style of the affluent then in
vogue, having an ambulance drawn
by four fine mules, accompanied by
the customary outridel's. The party
reached the usual place where they
were to noon. This location was open
to the Rio Grande and allowed no
concealment for the Apaches to am-
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bush them when they went down to
the river to water the stock.

They never looked away from the
river to the low scrubby chaparral to
the east of the camping grounds. All
went down with the stock to guard it
and let the animals drink their fill.
After washing and filling their can
teens, the men started up the bank
with Don Santiago in the lead. As
soon as he could see the campground
he quickly dropped down out of sight.

About two dozen Apaches had tak
en possession of everything, includ
ing blankets, food, Magoffin's stove
pipe beaver hat, and his brown jug of
liquor. There were too many Indians
for them to attack. They made ready
to repel any assault but felt sure the
Apaches would leave as soon as they
had gathered everything they could
move.

The effects of the brown jug's con
tents wel'e still being felt when the
Indians made another joyous discov
ery. A basket of the best champagne
was found under the ambulance
seat. Several bottles were passed
around and several of the Indians
went to work with diligence to get
the COl"ks out.

The hot weather and the morn
ing's Tide had the contents of the bot
tles in a highly explosive condition.
The fust one to l'emove the wire ap
parently had the bottle pointed at
the chief's face. With a report like a
pistol, the cork hit that worthy in the
eye. That explosion stampeded the
Apaches like a herd of longhorns,
and they dropped everything as they
ran over each other in their hurry to
leave. Magoffin and his men recov
ered all their property and watched
the Indians make a nonstop run to
the Organ MOlmtains.

(Author'S note: It is my observa
tion that the one most common me
talic object found at old military
posts and campgrounds, after nails
and tin cans, is the retainer wire
from champagne and wine bottles.
J.S.)

NEW MAP AVAILABLE
THE Kansas City Area Historic
Trails Association announces publi
cation of the "Historic Frontier
Trails Map" showing the historic
trails in Johnson, Wyandotte, and
Leavenworth counties in Kansas.
The map, which has already been
nominated for an award from the En-
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vironmental Systems Research In
stitute, is 35" x 36", two-sided, multi
colored, and shows the following
trails in the thTee-county area: Inde
pendence Route of the Santa Fe
Oregon-California Trail, Westport
Routes of the Santa Fe-Oregon
California Trail, Oregon Trail, Santa
Fe Trail, Westport to Lawrence Road
("California Road"), and Fort Leav
enworth Military Road.

These routes are reproduced on
county base maps showing streets,
highways, streams, city limits, etc.
These trail routes are the product of
copyrighted work done by Lee Kroh,
who painstakingly researched the
original General Land Office maps
and the surveyor's field notes which
were completed under the direction
of Alexander Johnson in 1856-1857
for the new Kansas Territory.

The map may be ordered from the
Kansas City Area Historic Trails As
sociation (KCAHTA), 8812 W 66,
Shawnee Mission KS 66202 for $9.50
folded or $11.50 flat, which includes
Kansas state sales tax and mailing
costs (or use the insertin this issue).

BLOOD ON THE TRAIL
by Bill Babcock

(A SFTA member from Topeka, KS,
Babcock had an uncomfortable expe
rience during symposilLm activities.)

WHILE participating in the wagon
ride from Murphy's Trail Head to
Middle Springs on the Cimarron Na
tional Grassland, September 25, I
noticed some interesting ruts as we
neared the end of our ride. After the
buffalo feed, I hiked back to them
and took a few more photographs.

Looking for a different perspec
tive, I knelt down in the ruts for a
picture. While doing so, I jammed
the lower part of my right leg into a
cactus I hadn't noticed, picking up
about fifteen needles. As I plucked
the spines from my leg, a couple of
the wounds bled profusely, and in
the process I left some blood on the
ground.

Later on, even though my injury
was not serious, I got to thinking
about it and realized that I am
probably the first person in a long
time to actually shed blood on the
Santa Fe Trail, giving me an uncom
mon link with those early pioneers,
many of whom shed their blood along
the Trail.
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POST OFFICE OAK

-LETTERS-

Dear SFTA Officers & Members:
Thank you for sending the plaque

honoring Barbara Peirce for being a
founding board member of the Santa
Fe Trail Association.

I also read with delight Marc Sim
mons's SFTA history. I can report for
the family that we are honored and
appreciative of the fact that you had
an "In Memoriam" page and picture
of Barbara. Also, the Hutchinson
section of the booklet was a pleasure
to read.

As you are aware, Barbara loved
Kansas history, especially the Santa
Fe Trail. She gave Ralph Hathaway
the idea of calling the ruts on his
property "Ralph's Ruts." I believe
she saw every portion of the Trail be
tween here and Colorado which
could still be seen in the landscape.

As I have told many people, when
Barbara would drag me along to
some place to look at Trail futs be
ing a farm boy, I could see a pasture.
Barbara could envision the covered
wagons and all of the hardships the
people endured. In fact, one time
when she took people to see Ralph's
Ruts, she had a horse-drawn wagon
and a boy dressed as an Indian come
up over the hill as the people were
looking at the ruts.

The plaque and booklet are, there
fore, a reminder of how we should all
remember the past and the hard
ships people endured so that we
could have such a wonderful country.

Kenneth E. Peirce
335 N Washington

Hutchinson KS 67501

Dear SFTA Board:
It is with appreciation and deep

est gratitude that I write to officially
thank everyone of you for acknowl
edging my work along the Santa Fe
Trail as "Susan Magoffin." The
Award of Merit granted to me is a
milestone in my own work and my
love of the Trail which began when I
was a child in New Mexico. I assure
you this is an honor that inspires me
to continue working hard in my re
search and future performances.

I am honored to have performed
for so many of you, and to be thus ac
knowledged by you. I sincerely hope
our association will continue at the
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Hilda and Louise headed west on the Santa Fe Troll In Arrow Rock, MO. They are fre
quent visitors In Arrow Rock where children can ride the Troll In a modern wagon.
Photo courtesy of Rich Lawson.

highest level as we travel and re
member this wonderful Santa Fe
Trail together.

Let me wish each of you continued
success in all you do in preserving,
researching, and recording our rich
heritage through the Santa Fe Trail.

Vaya con Dios y muy gracias mi
amigos.

VanAnn Moore
439 Aquina Ct

Belen NM 87002
Dear SFTA members:

On behalfof VanAnn and myself, I
express my apprecia tion to everyone
in the Santa Fe Trail Association for
having us perform and participate in
this year's symposium and festivi
ties. It was truly a wonderful experi
ence. Thank you.

Raul Gomez
1148 Boswell

Topeka KS 66604
Editor:

I am delighted to join your fine or
ganization as my grandfather was
Chief Engineer for the Santa Fe
Railroad for 40 years. He contributed
very much to the history of the eal"ly
Santa Fe area.

I was distressed to see my family
name misspelled as Corothers in the
SFTA Roster and hope it will be cor
rected in the next edition.

J. H. "Pat" Carothers, Jr.
POBOX 32926

Juneau AK 99803
My apologies for the error, which

was corrected in the new-members
column of the last issue of WT and
will appear correctly in the next ros
ter. I am sure our readers would en
joy hearing more about your grandfa
ther ifyou will share that sometime.

Editor
Editor:

Thank you for running the 1877
Lucinda Wiseman Trieloff diary in
the February 1997 issue of WT. I also
value Richard Louden's confirma
tion that the party followed the
Granada-Fort Union Military Road
(May 1997 issue). Lucinda's trip was
made during the period of the heavi
est traffic on that route of the Trail
(see T. J. Sperry, "A Long and Useful
Life for the Santa Fe Trail," WT, 4
(May 1990):14-17).

Your readers might also be inter
ested to know that the Lewis King
man "Map of Colfax County" show-

22

ing the Granada-Fort Union Road
was published in 1876 and would
have been available to travelers, in
cluding Lucinda, the following year.

Colfax County included Capulin
Volcano, Toll Gate Canyon, McNees
Crossing, and the Dry Cimarron to
the Oklahoma border until Union
County was formed from land in Col
fax County east of the 104th merid
ian on February 23, 1893.

The village of Madison described
by Lucinda and identified by Louden
is currently owned, I think, by Don
and Katherine Berg's son. A brief
history of Madison (founded by
Madison Emery, 1864) may be found
in Betty Short, ed., Folsom, 1888
1988 (Folsom, NM: Centennial Book
Committee, 1988), 11-12.

Nancy Robertson
POBOX 1516

Raton NM 87740
Editor:

Thank you for including our Trail
Bike Trek information in the August
issue. This year we left Santa Fe
with our limit of 50 riders who came
£i'om all over the USA plus two from
Holland, two from Switzerland, and
a Canadian. Normally, about half
will leave the group in Trinidad, but
this year only 11 left and we contin
ued with 39, of which 33 completed
the entire route to New Franklin.

Thanks to everyone in SFTA for
supporting the annual bike trek and,
especially, for the Award of Merit
given to me for putting it together
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each year. Your thoughtfulness is
truly appreciated.

Willard Chilcott
Santa Fe Trail Bicycle Committee

885 Camino Del Este
Santa Fe NM 87501

Editor:
We would like to call attention to

errors made by Virginia Fisher in
her review of Mules, Jackasses and
Other Misconceptions (May 1997). To
wit, "reading this hook expands one's
notions ofmulling...." To get you off
the "hook," we agree that mules do
mull around, but the notions are of
muling, not mulling. In the last line,
"appreciation of this much maligned
hybred," we agree that we are high
(though curiously) bred, but hybrid
is the correct word.

We hope you and Fisher will take
these comments seriously. We are
academic mules and like precision in
writing. Hee Haw!

Hilda and Louise
College of Veterinary Science

University of Missouri Columbia
Columbia MO 65201

Your corrections are well taken,
but you have blam,ed the wrong jack
ass. Fisher submitted the review
without errors, all of which were the
result of poor typing and proofread
ing on my part. I hope you enjoy your
photograph and that of your J:lindred
in this issue. Are you interested in
joining the staff of WT?

Editor
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Editor:
The index is a real winner! Just

reading it is a great adventure of
Trail loring. It also makes one real
ize how much has been accomplished
in the fIrst ten years. That you could
keep on with WT is like a wagon
train (WT) trodding on even tho' the
Injuns are in the willows and the
bastards on the rim rock. Thank you.

Could we abolish the term "buff'?
It is silly and demeaning. What do
you think?

Virginia Fisher
Arrow Rock MO 65320

Praises for the index belong to Bo
nita, who did Tnost of the searching
and entering. I designed, formatted,
proofread (for what good that might
do), and published her efforts.

I doubt we can abolish "buff' since
it is in the dictionary, is a color, and
we swim that way occasionally, but it
is inappropriate in reference to a
Trail aficionado (implying some sort
of uninformed fanaticism that better
describes what are commonly known
as "sports fans'') and I consciously try
to avoid it in print. We can keep it to
describe nudists who travel the Trail.

Editor

Editor and Bonita:
My copy of the index arrived. Con

gratulations on a masterful job. You
have created a tool that will prove in
valuable in the years to come that
has transformed Wagon Tracks from
a critical, to a critical and now
highly-usable, source that cannot be
ignored in any future Trail studies.

Having created the index to my
own book, I understand what a
monumental undertaking this was.
Since indexing is worthy but often
thankless work, I express my grati
tude to you for taking it on. I look for
ward to using it often.

Jane Lenz Elder
8420 Bocowood Dr

Dallas TX 75228

Editor and Bonita:
Now that we have completed an

other successful symposium, I am
writing to congratulate you on a su
perb index. It is a magnifIcent job
and will forever benefIt Trail re
searchers. I am glad you were able to
stick with it to the end.

Marc Simmons
PO Box 51

Cerrillos NM 87010
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Editor:
The Trail dust has settled along

the Cimarron Route, and we have a
few minutes to reflect on the sympo
sium. It is impossible to comment on
all aspects since we missed so much
of what was going on because of lec
tures I gave at Autograph Rock.

On the whole we are very happy
with what we all accomplished (in
spite of ourselves). It is obvious that
the parts add up larger than the
whole since no one was able to take
in all events. Maybe we need to
apologize to those who felt we tried
to do too much and explain our objec
tives. We know our major strength is
our sites located on private property
and not usually open to the public.
Since touring sites was not what eve
ryone wants, we offered other things
concurrently.

At Autograph Rock the quality of
people who came to listen and ask
questions was outstanding. Since we
have been open to the public, the po
liteness shown to us and the protec
tiveness of the integrity of the site by
visitors has been a joy. I learned
more from others than what I gave in
sharing the history of the area.

The meeting of old friends and
making new ones from all over the
country is what made this sympo
sium a success to us. The sharing of
lifestyles, knowledge, and friendship
is as alive on the Trail today as in the
1800s. The exchange of cultures be
tween nations and people may have
been the biggest impact of the old
Trail, and we are still experiencing
that today.

Dan and Carol Sharp
HCR 1 Box 83

Boise City OK 73933
Editor:

A few days after returning from a
most enjoyable symposium I was vis
iting with a neighbor, Gene Cald
well, and mentioned taking a tour of
Camp Nichols. She told me her fam
ily used to own that and she grew up
there in the 1930s. "My brother and I
spent many hours playing in the old
fort."

She remembered the walls were
pretty much intact and about six feet
high. Gene remembers the existence
of seven graves, each marked with a
sandstone slab, and she thinks at
least three or more had names
carved on them.
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People were utilizing rocks from
the walls. She thinks her father,
Lawrence Boyd, built one room of
their home from these rocks. She re
members that a man named Skelley
tried to launch a campaign to have
the walls of the old camp preserved,
but to no avail.

Richard Louden
PO Box 8

Branson CO 81027
An article by John Skelley about

Camp Nichols, written in 1906, was
reprinted in WT, 6 (May 1992): 17
18. He wrote that there was "one
lonely grave" with a sandstone cross
marking the grave of '~. Baranca."
Any other graves must have been
added after 1906.

Editor

FORT LEARNED
-TEACHERS' TRADING POST-

Patti Olsen, Editor
This is my last column as editor.

Karla French, PO Box 632, Ulysses
KS 67880, is the new chairman of the
education committee. She will edit
"Fort Learned" beginning next issue.
Please send material to her to con
sider for publication.

The "Fort Learned Live" work
shop at the symposium elicited ideas
from the audience which are pre
sented here. Such an exercise helps
those who teach better understand
what Trail people desire.

Why should the history of the
Santa Fe Trail be taught in our
schools? Those attending the work
shop were asked to write answers.
During the following lively discus
sion, several main themes emerged.

Most respondents wanted to make
history come alive for students to
day. It was the general opinion that
young people need to know about
and understand the past. They
should learn about and come to un
derstand cultures other than their
own in order to deal with life now
and in the future. As one response
stated, "They are the future caretak
ers and preservationists of the
Trail."

A need to know about local history
was also stressed. To paraphrase
several more responses, history is
people, their dreams and journeys,
struggles and adventures. The Santa
Fe Trail is about an international,
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Mark L. Gardner and Marc Sim
mons, eds., The Mexican War Corre
spondence of Richard Smith Elliott.
Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1997. Pp. xi + 292. Maps, illus
trations, notes, bibliography, index.
Cloth, $29.95. Available from Last
Chance Store.

Lieutenant Elliott, of the Laclede
Rangers who accompanied Kearny's
Army of the West over the Trail to
New Mexico in 1846, reported the
venture in letters to the St. Louis
Daily Reveille. This fascinating and
enlightening collection, published as
part of the 150th-anniversary com
memoration of that war, has been
carefully annotated by the editors.

Elliott provided details of army
life, marching to New Mexico, Bent's SfTA Vice-President Sam Arnold.

Fort, the bloodless conquest, life in
New Mexico, the bloody uprising
against U.S. domination, and the
march back to Missouri. Elliott was
observant, informative, and interest
ing. His engaging letters add meas
urably to Mexican War literature
and will be enjoyed by general read
ers and scholars alike.

• • • •
Samuel P. Arnold, The Fort Cook
book: New Foods of the Old West
from the Famous Denver Restaurant.
New York: HarperCollins Publish
ers, 1997. Pp. x + 310. Illustrations,
bibliography, index. Cloth, $30.00.
Available from Last Chance Store.

SFTA Vice-President Sam Arnold
has just released another excellent
book about food, including nearly
200 recipes and several concise es
says. Proprietor of The Fort, a res
taurant housed in a replica of Bent's
Fort, Arnold is a well-known gour
met, historian of frontier foods, and
author of Fryingpans West and Eat
ing up the Santa Fe Trail.

The new volume includes a brief
history of The Fort and formulas for
many mouthwatering concoctions. A
sampling includes Mountain Man
Boudies, Skull Cracker Soup, Buf
falo Tongue, Rocky Mountain Oys
ters, Moose Nose, Chicken Adobe,
Sam's Buffalo Salad, Anasazi Beans,
Piiion Catfish, Lakota Indian Fry
Bread, Bee-nanas, Green Chile Ice
Cream, and a drink called St. Vrain's
Mule.

This attractive volume will appeal
to anyone who enjoys reading about
food or tasting it. Everyone should
know the Mountain Man Toast.
When you are close to Morrison, CO,
stop and eat with Sam. His food is as
good as his book and vice versa.

••••

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-

Susan Calafate Boyle, Los Capitalis
tas: Hispano Merchants and the
Santa Fe Trade. Albuquerque: Uni
versity of New Mexico Press, 1997.
Pp. xvii + 236. Maps, illustration,
notes, appendices, glossary, bibliog
raphy, index. Cloth, $45.00.

This is the first book (originally a
National Park Service study) to
examine Mexican merchants, pro
viding an introduction to this signifi
cant subject and a good foundation
for further research. The documen
tation is extensive, but the body of
the text is only 114 pages (somewhat
lean for such a pregnant topic).

Boyle builds on the works of Max
Moorhead, David Sandoval, Maur
ilio E. Vigil, and others. She traces
the expansion of Mexican merchants
engaged in the trade to their domi
nance of the commerce before the
Mexican War. After the war they re
mained involved until the Trail was
replaced by the railroad in 1880.

The chapter on Felipe Chavez,
prominent New Mexican merchant
from the late 1850s until after 1900,
is an informative case study. Cur
sory treatment is given many others.
The close cooperation of merchants
from all ethnic groups is made clear.
All Trail scholars should read this
volume.

tri-cultural exchange and experience
over many years and a large region.
"It is REAL people who for whatever
reason, went on the trail. What was
important to them? What did they
leave behind?" Imagine their deter
mination to continue. "What did they
gain for us?"

A second question was what
should be taught about the Trail?
The many responses fill a page with
small print but can be condensed to
the old basic question answered in a
good newspaper article: Who? What?
Where? When? Why? and How? En
larging on these basic facts, how
ever, will make the difference be
tween a basic, possibly boring, lesson
and one which excites and prompts
further study.

Numerous members of the audi
ence stressed using their local area
and Santa Fe Trail sites to get stu
dent's attention. They said to design
hands-on activities and tie in other
disciplines besides history to get stu
dent interest aroused. For example,
teachers could cook "Trail" foods in
home economics, study and portray
"Trail travelers" after reading their
accounts in reading or language arts
classes, and involve science, music,
and PE teachers to enlarge the scope
of the study.

Students can "run the length of
the Trail over many PE periods and
mark off how far they have gone each
day." A study of the geology and
wildlife of the Trail areas and lis
tening to the music of the Trail also
were suggested. The sheer number of
people, wagons, and goods traded
both ways on the Trail can be empha
sized in math class with various
word problems. Making use of pri
mary sources was stressed often.
Letting children read about the Trail
from the writings of those who actu
ally experienced it was strongly sug
gested by many for really involving
those "young impressionable minds"
(we know it works with adults.)

In closing, several members of the
audience emphasized that the
"truth" of the Trail be told. Everyone
realizes that all published accounts
contain biases and errors and that
continuous study of the Trail is
needed. Who suffered or gained the
most is often seen from only one
point of view. A many-faceted
approach will help to present the
"true" picture.
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HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL TIDBITS-

Wyoming Congresswoman Bar
bara Cubin has introduced HR2186,
the National Historic Trails Inter
pretive Center Act to establish a
Trails Center overlooking the Platte
River crossing site at Casper, Wyo
ming. Casper will host the OCTA
convention in 2001.

The newspapers in Elkhart, Boise
City, and Clayton all gave excellent
coverage of symposium activities.
The extensive support from all three
communities was evident through
out the entire production, making for
an outstanding conference.

• • • •
The Morton County Historical So

ciety Museum, Elkhart, KS, was re
cently awarded the Nyle H. Miller
Local History Award by the Kansas
State Historical Society. They have
an outstanding museum, as those
who attended the symposium know.
Congratulations!

• • • •
A special exhibit, "Inventing the

Southwest: The Fred Harvey Com
pany and Native American Art," is
on display through Jan. 4, 1998, at
the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art in
Kansas City, MO.

members are still recovering.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett
3505 Cinderella
Amarillo TX 79121-1607
(806) 358-7320

No report.

Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
727 N Cheyenne
Ulysses KS 67880
(31 6) 356-1854

The chapter met October 9 in Hu
goton. The litter problem and unde
sirable happenings at the Spring site
and possible solutions were dis
cussed. Discussion of the symposium
program at Wagonbed Springs and
events that were held in Elkhart,
Boise City, Clayton, and on the Trail
were also on the agenda.

The chapter extends thanks to the
following for help with the sympo
sium event at Wagonbed Springs:
Grant County Chamber of Com
merce, Grant County Tourism,
Grant County Fair Board, Grant
County EMS, Roger Jones, Grant
and Stevens County museums,
Grant County Implement, Pioneer
Electric, and Hugoton and Ulysses
gradeschool teachers.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

The chapter was well represented
at the 1997 symposium, with twenty
six members attending, twelve of
whom were with the wagon train.
We hope we can do as great a job in
1999. The 1999 symposium commit
tee is at work and making progress.
Jim Selby will serve as symposium
coordinator.

The quarterly chapter meeting
was held on October 4 at the Rapp
School in Osage County. Lois DeWitt
reported there is $1,300.00 in the
fund to rebuild the wall of the Wil
mington School. Work on it is ex
pected to begin soon.

Don Cress announced that a grant
of over $14,000.00 was obtained to
put a new roof on the Seth Hays
stone barn. It was built along the
Trail in 1871.

Charles Noonan, Joleen Day,
Helen Ericson, and Deanne Wright
were reelected to three-year terms as

& Co., 972 Old Santa Fe Trail, Santa
Fe NM 87501, for $29.95 plus $2.95
shipping.

• • • •
New SFTA member W. L. Trogden

(who writes under the name of Wil
liam Least Heat-Moon) was a com
mentator on Ken Burns's Lewis and
Clark special on PBS. It was an ex
ceptional program.

• • • •
The Hispanic doll, for which Matc

Simmons served as consultant, is
now available as Josephina Montoya
(period 1824, accompanied by story
books) from Pleasant Company, PO
Box 620190, Middleton WI 53562.
She comes with authentic clothing
and accessories. Her grandfather
was a Santa Fe trader.

WET/DRY ROUTES CHAPTER
SECOND ANNUAL SEMINAR

The WetlDry Routes Chapter will
present "The Survey of the Santa Fe
Trail: A Great American Drama in
Three Acts" as the subject of its
second annual seminar, June 13,
1998, at the Larned Community
Center. Speakers will be Leo Oliva,
David Sandoval, David Clapsaddle,
and Craig Crease. A special added
attraction will be a surveying
demonstration conducted by the
Greater Kansas City Surveying
Association. There may be a field
trip on June 14 to all the campsite
locations in Pawnee, Edwards, and
Ford counties used by the survey
team.

The chapter's first seminar,
"Murder on the Santa Fe Trail,"
registered 100 participants, and the
chapter is hoping to exceed that
number in 1998. Costs for the semi
nar will be $10.00 for WetlDry
Routes Chapter members and
$20.00 for nonmembers. Costs for
the field trip are yet to be calculated.
For more information, contact David
Clapsaddle, 215 Mann, Larned, KS
67550.

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS

Cimarron Cutoff
President Helen C. Brown
PO Box 1400
Elkhart KS 67950
(316) 697-4597

The chapter met November 8 to
evaluate the symposium, from which

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
Efforts are being made to have the

Arkansas River designated as one of
the American Heritage Rivers. For
information or to support this en
deavor, contact the Arkansas Valley
Heritage River Coalition, 532 sin
cerely Bluff, Wichita KS 67218.

• • • •
Tom Steel, editor of End of the

Trail Chapter's newsletter has been
seen acting in melodramas at Ma
drid, NM. Chapter Alcalde Jack Bar
nes pronounced the performances
"great."

• • • •
The Cimarron County Historical

Society dedicated the new French
Building (6,400 square feet) at the
museum site in Boise City, OK, on
November 16. Plans for exhibits in
this building are underway.

• • • •
A CD-ROM program on the Santa

Fe Trail is available from Pardners
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directors. Al Bunting and Kathy
Swartz are newly-elected directors.
We were pleased to have ex-presi
dent Ross Marshall attend our meet
ing. Don Cress and Floyd Metzger
plan to work on the mapping of the
Trail in this area.

Kathy Swartz, Leland Zerbe, and
Alfred Ericson are the nominating
committee to select a slate of officers
for 1998. The next meeting will be
January 22, 1998, at the courthouse
in Council Grove, if it is available.

End of the Trail
President John Barnes
2213 Calle Cacique
Santa Fe NM 87505
(505) 983-5553

The chapter completed the second
year of the 175th anniversary in
mid-August with a collaborative ef
fort with the Palace of the Governor's
Museum Mountain Man Rendez
vous. The preview of the planned
events appeared in the August issue
of WT. We are pleased to report that
all events went off as scheduled very
successfully (see article onp. 40fthis
issue).

End of the Trail takes pride in
having presented two highly-regard
ed productions celebrating the open
ing of the Santa Fe Trail, and we are
sure that the impact on the public
has been positive.

Our regular chapter meeting on
September 20 was the final field trip
of 1997. All of this year's previous
field trips were successful, blessed
with fine weather and good atten
dance. But into each life a little rain
must fall, and fall it literally did on
September 20.

The planned hike along the total
length of a proposed Santa Fe Hiking
Trail was forced to retreat. Some
hardy souls started but were met by
a towering black sky that turned to
drizzle and then to a downpour. A
few hiked farther than others before
turning back, but the weather was
too dismal for anyone to complete the
trek. An attempt will be made an
other time.

David Gaines, National Park Ser
vice, was the guest speaker at the
November 16 meeting. His slide pre
sentation entitled "Overview of the
Santa Fe Trail" delineated past ac
complishments and proposed hiking
trails.

The nominating committee in-
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eludes Carol Klawa (chair), Louann
Jordan, Carlton Damonte, and Joyce
Fox. They will present a slate of offi
cers for election at our January
meeting. Please contact them with
suggestions.

Our trail marker project has been
put on hold again. We had hoped to
have the crossing signs in place for
the 175th celebration, but we'll have
to wait. Next year for sure!

Forgive us ifwe sound a bit proud,
but proud we are of our own Marga
ret Sears, newly-elected president of
SFTA.

Corazon de los Caminos
President LeRoy LeDoux
PO Box 94
Wagon Mound NM 87752
(505) 666-2262

About 40 members attended our
August meeting at Ojo Feliz Ranch;
those who did will not soon forget it.
Sweeping views of the Trail across
beautiful country little disturbed in
150 years will linger in our memo
ries. Mil gracias to Red Bassett,
ranch manager and host, to Harry
Myers, once more our narrator and
guide, and to Dave Codding and
John Yates of Yates Petroleum,
ranch owner.

The meeting scheduled for Octo
ber 19 in Sabinoso was relocated to
Wagon Mound. Perhaps the meeting
in Sabinoso can be rescheduled next
year. Member Mary Whitmore pre
sented a talk about the Major Ste
phen Long expedition of 1819-1820.
Long explored the Platte, Arkansas,
and Canadian rivers, crossing north
eastern New Mexico a year before
Becknell. His party included Edwin
James, a botanist who collected over
700 plant species, 140 of them new to
science. A sample of this collection
was on display.

After a short break, Nancy Rob
ertson, an expert on rock art, pre
sented an illustrated talk entitled
"Native American Rock Art on the
Santa Fe Trail."

Twenty-five chapter members at
tended all or part of the 1997 sympo
sium. No one could attend every
event-there were too many. We had
to choose among papers, perform
ances, workshops, field trips, even
overnight trips on a wagon train.
The Forest Service mule string was a
popular attraction, and there was an
actual wedding at McNees Crossing.
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There were many great places to
visit, among them Autograph Rock,
Camp Nichols, Cold Springs, Wagon
bed Springs, Trujillo Springs, and
Middle Springs. It's a dry country, if
you can't reach the Ogalalla aquifer.

The chapter was well represented
on the program. Sue Richardson was
chief organizer for the meeting in
Clayton. Mike Olsen and Harry My
ers gave papers. Patti Olsen led a
workshop on education, and Nancy
Robertson gave one on marking the
Trail. Another important workshop
on mapping the Trail was led by Phil
Peterson of Bent's Fort Chapter. It is
fun to meet Trail enthusiasts and ex
perts from other chapters.

The November meeting will in
clude the election of directors. Harry
Myers is chairman of the nominating
committee.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Janice Klein
3008 Anna Ave
Dodge City KS 67801

The summer meeting, August 3,
1997, was at the Clapsaddle's resi
dence in Larned, KS. Following a
steak and gravy meal, business was
conducted and reports were given on
the Murder on the Santa Fe Trail
Seminar, the Duncan Crossing sign,
and the additional markers recently
placed on the Fort Hays-Fort Dodge
Road. Also discussed was the new
edition ofA Self Guided Auto Tour of
the Santa Fe Trail in Pawnee, Ed
wards, and Ford Counties, Kansas,
the proposed seminar on the 1825
1826 survey of the Trail to be con
ducted June 13, 1998, and regulation
changes for the Faye Anderson
Award. Other items included the
mapping project and a proposed
moneymaking project.

Subsequent to the business ses
sion, members reviewed the video
prepared by the Larned Area Cham
ber of Commerce which contains fea
tures about the chapter's Trail
marking activities and Sibley's
Camp. Also on exhibit were the 12
paintings of Santa Fe Trail scenes,
sponsored by the First National
Bank of Trinidad, CO, which have
been donated to SFTA.

The fall meeting was held Novem
ber 2 at the Dodge City Public li
brary. After the business meeting,
Leo E. Oliva spoke about Fort Dodge.
The winter meeting will be January
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11, 1998, at Kinsley, with Cheyenne
Chief Lawrence Hart as speaker.

Dodge CityIFort Dodge
President A. Ted Mueller
508 Annette
Dodge City KS 67801
(316) 225-2371

Chapter members were saddened
by the death of former chapter presi
dent, Janet Bevers, on July 22, 19,97
(see obituary on page 5).

At our noon meeting on August
22, Helen Brown, president of the Ci
marron Cutoff Chapter, gave a pre
view of the upcoming symposium.
Many of our members joined in the
activities in September.

November was an outstanding
program month for the chapter. The
WetlDry Routes Chapter held their
fall meeting in Dodge City. The pub
lic and the DCIFD Chapter were in
vited guests. An informative presen
tation by Leo Oliva on the history of
Fort Dodge was enjoyed by over flfty
people.

The DCIFD Chapter's fall meeting
was held flve days later, on Novem
ber 7. Sara Jane Richter's program,
"Plucky and Purty: Women on the
Santa Fe Trail" was enjoyed by the
membership. Richter is professor of
English at Goodwell, OK. The pro
gram was in cooperation with the
Kansas Humanities Council.

Our chapter mapping committee,
led by Keith Chadd, has clocked
many hours to date on mapping the
Trail in Ford and Edwards counties.
The 1938 agriculture aerial photos
and early county survey maps have
proven most helpful in preparing an
accurate map of the Trail in our area.

If you haven't been in a Trail rut
recently you had better visit ours,
eight miles west of Dodge City. The
NPS and Boot Hill Museum con
struction project is nearing comple
tion.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Anne Mallinson
964 NW 600
Centerview MO 64019
(816) 230-7228

No report.

Quivira
President Wayne Smith
1635 2nd Rd
Raymond KS 67573-9624
(316) 534-2821

No report.
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Cottonwood Crossing
President Vernon Lohrentz
205 Beverly
Newton KS 67114
(316) 284-2095

No report.

Bent's Fort Chapter
President Lolly Ming
1841 County Rd DO
Pritchett CO 81064
(719) 523-6968

No report.

HELP WANTED

Information would be appreciated
regarding the following: The routing
of travel on the Santa Fe Trail
through Manhattan, KS, during the
Civil War, and the use of what was
originally the "Oesterhaus House"
(now known as the "DeanHouse") lo
cated 3 miles southwest ofdowntown
Manhattan at the end ofRosencutter
Road and along the Kansas River
bottoms, as a "stage stop" during the
1850s or 1860s for the military, stage
line, or independent travelers.

Dorman Lehman
PO Box 413

Lindsborg KS 67456-0413

FOR SALE

Restored John Deere field wagon,
circa 1900, $2,600. Send SASE for
picture and more information.

Larry Rinaldi
885 Mysinger Rd

Greenville TN 37743

BOARD MEETING
The SFTA governing board met

September 24, 1997, at Elkhart, KS.
Treasurer Ruth Olson Peters re
ported a balance of $24,540.65 in the
general fund, $39,655.79 in the re
serve fund, and $13,208.54 in the
marker fund (total of $77,404.98).
There were 1,155 members.

Committee reports were received
and several decisions made, includ
ing approval of the next annual
budget of $33,055, a contract with
the Santa Fe Trail Center in Larned
for administrative services, planning
for the joint meeting with the Santa
Fe Trail Center's biennial rendez
vous in the fall of 1998, and member
ship in Partnership for the National
Trails System. Work on revisions of
the bylaws will continue.

Wagon Tracks

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information, please
send corrections to the editor. We
thank you for your support.

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
M/M Will Butler. 16504 E 29th Terr, Inde

pendence MO 64055
John & Corrine Cummins Dietz, 2139

Glenfair Rd, Greeley CO 80631
Jim & Ardis Everett, 17800 Bolger Rd

344A, Independence MO 64055
Robert E. & Dorothy Galvin, 1019 S Na

tional Ave, Fort Scott KS 66701
Sheldon & Carole Gardner, 860 Lake

Shore Drive Apt 3J, Chicago IL 60611
Ron & Betty Greenbaum, 7745 West

view Drive, Lakewood CO 80215
Jimmy, Wanna, & Cris Hall, 501 Aspen,

Clayton NM 88415
John & Beverly Kofron, 7975 N Vamori

Dr; Tucson AZ 85704
Manuel & Karen Pacheco, 1900 SProvi

dence Rd, Columbia MO 65211
William E. & Helen S. Price, 4698 SXavier

St, Denver CO 80236
Charlie & Judy Querfeld, 7183 Dry

Creek Ct, Niwot CO 80503
Jim & Dona Selby, 200 N Chautauqua,

Council Grove KS 66846
Tom & Marcy Triplett, 1035 C Margo Ct,

Montrose CO 81401
Campbell & Mary Ann Wade, 1224

Apache Dr, Socorro NM 87801

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Wilbur Ball, 330 Cherry Ave, Eaton CO

80615
Wayne Browne, 3303 Gramercy Park

way, Amarillo TX 79106
Wallace R. Carley, 11325 Vesper; St

George KS 66535
Dawn Coary, 302 W Mill St, Independ

ence MO 64050
Dr. Joe T. Casper; 1617 SW Macvicar

Ave, Topeka KS 66604
Malcolm Charlton, 2819 Calle de So

noro, Santa Fe NM 87505
Dr. Francis Cuppage, 4740 Black Swan

Dr, Shawnee KS 66216
Jack R. Dyson, 2792 Hidden Springs Cir

cle, Placerville CA 95667
Eric Flores, 1912 SPhiladelphia, Amarillo

TX 79106
James B. Frank, 5837 Los Angeles Way,

Buena Park CA 90620
Ken Frankenberg, 5936 Country Club

Rd, Washington MO 63090
Wanda L. Gard, HCR 75 Box 21, Glad

stone NM 88422
Faith Garfield, 128 A lamo Dr, Santa Fe

NM 87501

27



Doris Harry Gilbert, 2510 West 50th
Place, Shawnee Mission KS 66205

Lois W. Goggin, 18836 Lenross Ct, Cas
tro Valley CA 94546

Edward F. Gommoll, 1400 Colorado St
Ste C, Boulder City NV 89005

Charles E. Goslin, Box 13544, Edwards
ville KS 66113

Paul Grunland. 544 Woodmont Ave,
Berkeley CA 94708

Jesus Gutierrez, 1505 N Country Club Dr
Apt 205, Mesa AZ 85201

Emmette Harrington, PO Box 27326,
San Francisco CA 94127

Nancy Henning, 331 E Santa Fe Trail,
Kansas City MO 64145

Joanne Hinchliff. PO Box 685, San
Jacinto CA 92581

Janice Kunz, 75 Conduit St, Annapolis
MD 21401

Darelyn Larson, 6601 Elmhurst Drive, Tu
junga CA 91042

Charles B. Larrabee, 7901 Woodhaven
Dr NE, Albuquerque NM 87109

T. L. Loftin, 685 Gonzales Rd, Santa Fe
NM87501

Bill Martin, 1908 Tuolumne, Reno NV
89523

Don L. McGuire. 2031 Green Acres
Road, Fayetteville AR72703

Jack R. Middleton, King Marine Elec
tronics Repair, 13831 US 19N, Clear
water FL 33764

VanAnn Moore, 439 Aquina Ct. Belen
NM 87002

David Mullnix, 24606 E Blue Mills Rd, In
dependence MO 64058

H. B. Porter, Box 186, Dumas TX 79029
Dr. Norman Powers, 2801 Monterey

Drive, Emporia KS 66801
Helen Rawls, 1619 BakerSt NE, Palm Bay

FL 32907
Ross V. Reeves, PO Box 372. Phillipsburg

KS 67661
James C. Robinson, 924 Georgia Ave,

St Cloud FL 34769
Robert B. Ross, 6201 E Osborn Rd.

Scottsdale AZ85251

WAGON TRACKS
Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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C. Boone Sadler, Jr; 3788 Charles St, San
Diego CA 92106

Steve Schmidt, 2120 S Youngfield St,
Lakewood CO 80228

Joseph W. Smith, 235 Lyell St, Los Altos
CA 94022

David K. Smoot, 12245 Ash, Overland
Park KS 66209

Dr. W. L. Trogdon, 8401 Old Plank Rd,
Columbia MO 65203

Adolph Turkowski, 1742 Macon st,
Aurora CO 80010

Shirley R. Voran, 101 W Cimarron Box
1051. Cimarron KS 67835

Edgar L. Weber, 135 Borica, San Fran
cisco CA 94127

Nelson S. Weller, 14821 Chalk Hill Road,
Healdsburg CA 95448

Susan Zietkiewicz, 234 Kiowa Rd, Lyons
CO 80540

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. Re
member this is a quarterly. The next
issue should appear in February, so
send information for March and
later to arrive by January 20, 1998.
Jan. 11, 1998: WetlDry Routes
Chapter meeting, Kinsley, KS.
Jan. 22, 1998: Heart of the Flint
Hills Chapter meeting, Council
Grove, KS.
May 2-3, 1998: Old Spanish Trail
Association conference, Santa Fe.
Contact Willard Lewis, PO Box 6073,
Santa Fe NM 87502 (505) 984-2978.
June 13, 1998: WetlDry Chapter
Seminar, "Survey of the Santa Fe
Trail," Larned KS. Contact David
Clapsaddle, 215 Mann, Larned KS
67550 (316) 285-3295.
Oct. 11-18, 1998: Elderhostel Trail
tour.
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Sept. 23-26, 1999: SFTA Sympo
sium, Council Grove KS. Contact
Jim Selby, 200 N Chautauqua,
Council Grove KS 66846 (316) 767
6994.

FROM THE EDITOR
THANKS to everyone involved in
the symposium. It was a moving fes
tival from beginning to end. The hos
pitality was notable, the logistics
were impressive, and the programs
were informative and entertaining.

The following people helped run
the Last Chance Store at Elkhart:
Gene and Corinne Higgins, Boyd
McNabb, Ernest Williams, Gladys
Ellis, and Helen Brown. Their sales
were unprecedented. Thank you.

Sad news has been received since
the symposium. John McIntosh died
(see obituary on page 5). As we were
going to press more bad news ar
rived. SFTA board member and sym
posium coordinator David Hutchi
son's mother died. We extend sympa
thy to the family. New SFTA board
member Louis Schumacher had sur
gery for a malignant brain tumor.
We wish him a speedy recovery.

For those who inquired, my
mother is still in the nursing home
with Alzheimer's. It was a good year
on the farm, with a record wheat
crop and a good milo harvest. Our
Great Pyrennes dog, Zapata II,
watches the homestead when we are
away. We survived the big snow
storm and are laying in more fire
wood in anticipation of a long, hard
winter. We hope you are snug and
warm for the season.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva

NONPROFIT ORGANIZA TlON

u.s. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 2
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WAGON TRAIN DIARY
SEPTEMBER 1997

by Karla French
(Karla French, fifth-grade teacher at
Ulysses, KS, and her husband, Ron,
are charter members ofSFTA and ac
tive members of Wagonbed Springs
Chapter. Karla is chairman of the
SFTA education committee. She rode
her horse, Cimarron, with the sympo
sium wagon train and kept the fol
lowing diary.)
Thursday, Sept. 25, 1997

Had an interesting day at the
symposium, greeting old mends and
seeing new faces. Marc Simmons, in
the opening lecture, told the story of
the Cimarron Route of the Santa Fe
Trail. He included the story of Char
les Bent's return trip from Santa Fe
in 1829 to meet Major Bennet Riley
and his troop of infantry camped on
the Arkansas. Col. Jose Antonio Vis
carra and his Mexican soldiers
(about 75 Mexicans, 91 "hired
whites," and 34 "hired Indians") ac
companied Bent's caravan back to
the Arkansas and upon arrival in
vited the Americans to dinner, com
plete with silver dishes.

Later I told Marc that the story of
Bent's caravan in 1829 was one of my
favorite stories to share with my
fifth-grade students when we study
the Santa Fe Trail. He also told
about an 1847 military trip down the
Trail and a Pvt. John Goose who was
bitten by a tarantula somewhere
along the Cimarron, developed blood
poisoning, died near Point of Rocks
(near Middle Spring) and was buried
at the foot of the bluff of Point of
Rocks. Now the new Trail "call" is
"Remember John Goose!" Another
Trail story to share with my fifth
graders on our spring trip to Point of
Rocks north of Elkhart in the Cimar
ron National Grassland.

Mter the membership meeting
Ron and I went to get my horse Ci
marron (of course) and arrived back

(continued on page 12)
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BOARD RETREAT HELD,
SPRING MEETING SET

by Joanne VanCoevern

ON November 13, 1997, the SFTA
governing board met at the Santa Fe
Trail Center, Larned, KS, for a day
long planning retreat. New members
of the board were introduced and a
general discussion followed. The pri
mary purpose was to develop Asso
ciation goals for the 1997-1999 term.
Numerous issues were discussed in
answer to the question, "Where do
we want to be in two years?" In the
end, the board combined the ideas
into twelve specific goals: (1) streng
then chapter relations,(2) get group
501(c)(3), (3) design a user-friendly
mapping/marking program, (4) de
velop (long-term) headquarters plan,
(5) promote education, (6) increase
membership, (7) strengthen partner
ship with National Park Service, (8)
expand promotion and tourism, (9)
review Association structure, (10)
obtain officers/directors insurance,
(11) conduct grant searches, and (12)
respond rapidly to problems. Mem
bers are encouraged to respond to
these goals. Please contact your rep
resentatives and/or the president.

The spring board meeting is
scheduled in Santa Fe, NM, at the
Pecos Trail Inn, Saturday, April 18,
1998, 8:30-4:00. Board meetings are
open to all members and attendance
is encouraged. Specific details have
yet to be finalized. These may be ob
tained closer to the meeting date by
calling SFTA headquarters in
Larned at 316-285-2054 or President
Sears at 505-473-3124.

PAULINE FOWLER RESIGNS
FROM SFTA BOARD

PAULINE (polly) Fowler, Indepen
dence, MO, tendered her resignation
from the SFTA board of directors be
cause she is unable to be as active
and to contribute as she would like.
A charter member of SFTA, Fowler
is recognized as the authority on the
Trail in the Independence area.

Polly was presented a SFTA
Award of Merit in 1987 and received
the Association's highest honor, the
Rittenhouse Memorial Stagecoach
Award, in 1995. She served on the
SFNHT Advisory Council and was in
her second term as a SFTA director
from Missouri (first elected in 1991).
She was a founder and officer of the
Friends of the National Frontier
Trails Center and a founder of the
Missouri River Outfitters Chapter.

The SFTA governing board plans
to select a replacement at the April
meeting to complete her unexpired
term. We all thank Polly for her dedi
cated service and wish her well in
"retirement."

RENDEZVOUS 1998

IN September 1998 the Santa Fe
Trail Association will join the Santa
Fe Trail Center (Larned) and Fort
Larned National Historic Site to host
the biennial Trail Rendezvous. Tra
ditionally held in the spring, Rendez
vous 1998 will be held September 24
27 (the usual time of SFTA symposi
ums in alternate years).

This year's theme, "Music and
Leisure on the Santa Fe Trail," will
include programs of traditional
American Indian, Hispanic, and
Anglo music and dance. A SFTA
board meeting will be held before the
Rendezvous program, with com
mittee meetings and mapping and
marking workshops scheduled as
well. More information about
Rendezvous will be sent to all SFTA
members when it becomes available.
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

As I gazed at the people gathered
around a table in the Santa Fe Trail
Center last November during the
governing board planning retreat, I
was a bit apprehensive. Suppose
bringing the board together to
engage in strategic planning was a
bad idea and everyone would be
talked out by 11 a.m. As the
discussion unfolded, I realized not
only were my worries unfounded, but
the 1997-1999 board members are
overflowing with energy, expertise,
and creativity.

The final task for the board that
day was to set and prioritize Associa
tion goals for this two-year term. (see
article, p. 1). This list of 12 goals
may be a bit ambitious for a small or
ganization with limited resources,
but such did not enter the thinking of
these highly motivated individuals.
These goals, many initiated during
Ross Marshall's term, are critical to
SFTA's growth and development.
Nothing less would be acceptable.

It was no surprise that "to streng
then chapter relations" headed the
list. This theme recurred time and
again that day. So, what specific ob
jectives do we establish to meet that
goal? A primary definition of the
word relations is "to connect one to
another." We all recognize that the
most powerful method of establish
ing relations is by direct face-to-face
contact between people. Letters, the
telephone, and all the new electronic
gadgetry simply are not equal to peo
ple being in the presence of other
people. Thus, the primary objective
for strengthening these relations
with the chapters will be to imple
ment Vice-President Sam Arnold's
position as chapter coordinator, and
that translates into chapter visits ei
ther by Sam or directors from the
board.

However, this interaction need
not be initiated only by Sam or the
directors. Chapters are strongly en
couraged to invite board representa
tives to chapter events at any time.
Perhaps this is happening already.
When possible, reach out to a direc
tor from your state who is not a mem
ber of your chapter-only Kansas
boasts more chapters than directors.
(Please note that at-large directors
serve Texas Panhandle Chapter.) Do
not forget the other board members
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-Ruth and myself, and ex officio
members Mike and Leo-who have
much to share and learn.

Once you are gathered together,
then what? Communicate, of course.
So, what does that mean? Talking,
you say. But, let us not forget listen
ing. Wendell Johnson, the eminent
semanticist, said, "filling our own
ears with all we have learned to say,
we are deaf to what we have yet to
hear." Board visitors want to listen
to your concerns, and, likewise, you
should hear what they have to say.

Ifwe can begin a genuine dialogue
between the SFTA board and chap
ters, the goals we all want to achieve
will follow, and the vision laid out by
our founders will be served. An im
mediate opportunity for coming to
gether will be the next board meet
ing, April 18, 1998, in Santa Fe, NM.
All members are welcome to attend.

The 175th anniversary of the
Santa Fe Trail produced two out
standing SFTA publications-Bonita
and Leo Oliva's Index to Wagon
Tracks (vols. 1-10) and Marc Sim
mons's The Santa Fe Trail Associa
tion: A History of Its First Decade. It
is doubtful most of us can compre
hend the discipline and knowledge
demanded to compile a cumulative
index of this magnitude, but we all
can appreciate its value. We only
need to look at a single entry to sense
the complexity of the process. Marc
Simmons once again set his pen rac
ing, this time producing a stellar
tome about us. The work will be the
centerpiece of our archives and
should be in the collections of all per
sons and institutions interested in
the Trail. Education was a goal ofthe
175th anniversary, and with these
two publications, Bonita, Leo, and
Marc achieved this goal. We are, in
deed, most grateful and proud.

Every SFTA chapter deserves
high praise for programs presented
and special projects undertaken dur
ing the 175th anniversary. Let us all
work together to continue this im
portant Trail work, building on past
achievements and continuing to pre
serve, protect, and promote our Trail
heritage.

We all regret the resignation of
Polly Fowler from the board. Thanks
Polly for a job well done. We will miss
your presence and contributions at
our meetings. We wish you the best.

-Margaret Sears

Wagon Tracks

All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Telephone: (785) 425-7312
FAX: (785) 425-6865

E-Mail: oliva@ruraltel.net
Headquarters of the Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
of Secretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson
Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center, RR
3, Larned KS 67550.

Telephone: (316) 285-2054
FAX: (316) 285-7491

E-Mail: trailctr@larned.net
WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a nonprofit organiza
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome, but they be
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor's
discretion. Allli.ghts reserved. An
nual subscriptions are obtained
through membership in the Asso
ciation, whose dues are fixed per
calendar year. Checks should be
made payable to the Santa Fe Trail
Association and sent to the secre
tary-treasurer.

Membership Categories
Benefactor $1,000
Patron $100/year
Institutional $40/year
Family $30~ear
Individual $25/yeat'
Youth (18 & under) $15/yeat'

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675 (785) 425
7312, FAX (785) 425-6865
President: Margaret Sears, 1871
Candela, Santa Fe NM 87505 (505)
473-3124
Vice-President: Samuel Arnold,
2221 S Fillmore St, Denver CO
80210 (303) 753-9161
Secretary-Treasurer: Ruth Ol
son Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned KS 67550 (316) 285
2054, FAX (316) 285-7491
1999 Symposium. Coordinator:
Jim Selby, 200 N Chautauqua,
Council Grove KS 66846 (316) 767
6994.
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pitel, New Mexico Dept of Tour
ism, PO Box 20003, Santa Fe NM
87503 (800) 545-2070
Directors:
Morris Alexander, Oklahoma
Jane Lenz Elder, At Large
Faye Gaines, New Mexico
Mary Gamble, Colorado
David Hutchison, Oklahoma
Phil Petersen, Colorado
Louis Schumacher, Missouri
Joanne VanCoevern, Kansas
Dave Webb, At Large
Stephen Whitmore, New Mexico
Deanne Wright, Kansas
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SFTA COMMITTEES
PRESIDENT Margaret Sears re
ports that most committee appo~t

ments for the next two years are m
place. At this time, eight standing
committees, two task forces, and an
ad hoc committee have been consti
tuted. The personnel for these com
mittees are:
Awards Committee

Harry Myers, chair
Jane Elder
Leo Oliva

Budget Committee
Ruth Olson Peters, chair
Stephen Whitmore

Education Committee
Karla French, chair
Connie Casteel
Anne Mallinson
Kathy Revett
Joanne VanCoevern

Executive Committee
Margaret Sears
Sam Arnold
Dave Hutchison
Deanne Wright

Mapping Committee
Phil Petersen, chair
Jack Barnes, End of the Trail
Keith Chadd, Dodge City
Donald Cress, Flint Hills
Britt Colle, Quivira
John Dick, Cottonwood Crossing
Dave Hutchison, Cimarron Cutoff
Mike Macklin, Corazon
Nancy Robertson, Bent's Fort
Lou Schumacher, Missouri Rivet

Marking Committee
Earl Casteel, chair
Mary Gamble
Nancy Robertson
Lou Schumacher
Roger Slusher

Membership Committee
Deanne Wright, chair
Alfred Ericson
Virginia Fisher
Faye Gaines

Publications Committee
Dave Webb, chair
Pat Heath
Harry Myers

Headquarters Plan Task Force
Joanne VanCoevern, chair
Dave Hutchison
Bonita Oliva
Ruth Olson Peters
Margaret Sears

Organization Review Task Force
Jane Mallinson, chair
Virginia Fisher
Leo Oliva
Mike Olsen
Ramon Powers
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Marc Simmons, consultant
Joint Rendezvous 1998 Committee

Ruth Olson Peters, coordinator
Dave Hutchison
Ross Marshall
Margaret Sears
Still to be appointed is a nominat

ing committee. The Headquarters
Plan Task Force is to draft a plan
identifying what is needed to operate
SFTA's national office in the imme
diate future and down the road.

The Organization Review Task
Force is to review SFTA's structure
to determine if, after ten years, any
changes should be considered. After
the task force has submitted its rec
ommendations to the board, amend
ing the bylaws will be undertaken.
Jane Mallinson, chair of this task
force, requests members and chap
ters who have suggestions for struc
tural changes in the organization of
SFTA to send recommendations to
her at PO Box 8604, Sugar Creek
MO 64054 as soon as possible.

GRAND OPENING OF TRAil
MUSEUM IN TRINIDAD, CO

by Paula Manini

(Manini is director of the Colorado
Historical Society's Trinidad History
Museum, including the Santa Fe
Trail Museum, Baca House, Bloom
Mansion, and Historic Gardens.)
THE grand opening of the Santa Fe
Trail Museum (formerly called the
Pioneer Museum) in Trinidad., Colo
rado, is set for Thursday, June 11,
1:00-3:00 pm. Everyone is cordially
invited to attend the opening, which
is the kickoff event for four days of
Trail-related activities in Trinidad.

The Santa Fe Trail Regional Art
Show begins on June 12 at the A. R.
Mitchell Memorial Museum of West
ern Art. Trinidad's annual Santa Fe
Trail Festival occurs June 13-14.
Special living-history programs (de
tails to be announced) will take place
in the courtyard in front of the Santa
Fe Trail Museum. Main Street will
bustle with craft vendors, music, re
enactments of gun fights, storytel
ling, antique car show, and food
booths offering a variety oHare.

The Santa Fe Trail Museum, one
of four attractions at the Trinidad
History Museum, is located in a his
toric building associated with the
Baca House. Felipe and Dolores
Baca lived in the main house, which
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they purchased in 1873 from Trail
merchant John Hough (who had this
impressive two-story adobe home
built three years earlier). Workers
for the Baca family lived in the adobe
building which is now home to the
Santa Fe Trail Museum. Located be
tween the two historic residences is a
large courtyard.

The Bloom Mansion stands on the
other side of the block. The Victorian
home, built in 1882, was constructed
for the family of Frank and Sarah
Bloom. He came to Trinidad in 1867
as manager of Thatcher and Com
pany, a general store on the Trail.
Surrounding these residences are
Historic Gardens with century-old
trees, herb and vegetable gardens,
old stock grape and trumpet vines,
cholla cactus, and wild flowers.

Guided tours are given of the Baca
House and Bloom Mansion, while
the Santa Fe Trail Museum is self
guided. The Santa Fe Trail Museum
interprets area history from the
Trail period through Trinidad's hey
day as a cultural and commercial
center and features exhibits with in
teractive, hands-on components for
children of all ages. The center room
and west wing, built during the Trail
period, interpret the history of local
Indian groups, mountain men, set
tlement of Trinidad, the Mountain
Route, and the end of the local Trail
era with the coming of the Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway to
Trinidad in 1878.

Artifacts in this section, entitled
"Trinidad, Trail Town," include a
book, sad iron, and bottle (which
held smelling salts) belonging to
Marion Sloan Russell, Kit Carson's
fringed buckskin coat, a spectacular
oil painting of the Spanish Peaks,
trade goods, and historic photo
graphs. Local Trail-era personalities
Felipe and Dolores (Gonzales) Baca,
John and Mary (prowers) Hough,
Richens Lacy ''Uncle Dick" Wootton,
George and Juanita (Suaso) Simp
son, Richard and Marion (Sloan)
Russell, Kit Carson, Moache Ute
Chief Conniach, Dr. Michael Be
shoar, Sister Blandina Segale, and
William and Ebenezer Archibald are
featured.

"Trinidad, Rail Town," is repre
sented in the east wing, where an in
credible collection of local artifacts
are used to interpret Trinidad's pros
perous economy. Items include a
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chuck box from the Bloom Cattle
Company, bottles and other memo
rabilia from the Schneider Brewery,
award medals and saddles from re
nowned craftsman Fred Burkhard,
and architectural renderings by
Isaac Hamilton Rapp. Wedding and
graduation dresses, mementos from
the dedication of Kit Carson Park,
party invitations and dance cards,
and many other items create fasci
nating displays about Trinidad's vi
brant cultural life.

Funding for the Santa Fe Trail
Museum was provided by the Na
tional Scenic Byways Program, Na
tional Park Service, State Historical
Fund of Colorado, Friends ofHistoric
Trinidad, Trinidad Historical Soci
ety, and several local supporters.
The Trinidad Area Motel, Hotel and
Restaurant Association will provide
refreshments for the grand opening.

The Santa Fe Trail Museum will
be open daily, including weekends
and holidays 10 am-4 pm, June 11
through September 30. The Baca
House and Bloom Mansion are open
daily, 10 am-4 pm, May I-September
30. The Santa Fe Trail Museum will
be open on a limited basis from Octo
ber through April; next year its daily
schedule also begins on May 1. Plan
a visit whenever you are in the area,

The Trinidad History Museum, lo
cated at 300 East Main Street, also
has a gift shop and bookstore. For in
formation call (719) 846-7217.

NPS TRAIL REPORT
by Andrea Sharon

(Sharon, interpretive specialist in the
Long Distance Trails Office, NPS,
Santa Fe, kindly provided the follow
ing information.)

THE Long Distance Trails Office is
pleased to report the following infor
mation about the SFNHT. If anyone
wishes more information, please con
tact Andrea Sharon (505) 988-6888.
NPS Passport Stamps

The National Park Passport Pro
gram cancellation stamp for the
Santa Fe National Historic Trail is
now available at several certified
sites. This nationwide program is a
visitor service administered through
Eastern National Parks Association.
Each cancellation stamp lists the
states the National Historic Trail
crosses as well as a changeable date
feature. Look for this new visitor
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service at the National Frontier
Trails Center, Fort Osage, Mahaffie
Farmstead, Kaw Mission, Co
ronado/Quivira Museum, Morton
County Historical Museum, and the
Palace ofthe Governors in Santa Fe.
SFNHT Brochure Wins Award

The Santa Fe National Historic
Trail Official Map and Guide took
fIrst place in the Site Publication
category of the Media Awards spon
sored by the National Association for
Interpretation. Special factors in
this project included the challenge of
developing a brochure that covered
hundreds of sites, 1,203 miles oftrail
across fIve different states, with in
put from multiple partners and re
viewers. A special thank to all who
helped in the development and re
view ofthis award winning brochure.
More brochures were printed last
fall and ample copies are available.
SFNHT Traveling Exhibits

The two Santa Fe National His
toric Trail traveling exhibits are un
dergoing some repair from a busy
year on the road. They are both
scheduled to go out again in March.
Several months are still open for
1998, so contact Andrea Sharon if
you would like to schedule the ex
hibit for your facility this year.

The exhibit is freestanding, self
contained, and simply unfolds to set
up. There is no charge for the use of
the exhibit but the receiving facility
pays shipping costs and insurance. It
can be sent UPS or Federal Express
(average cost $100), or transported
easily in a van or pickup, with the
heaviest rolling container weighing
981bs.

FORT LARNED OLD GUARD
ANNUAL DINNER MEETING

THE Fort Larned Old Guard an
nual meeting will be Saturday, April
25, in the quartermaster storehouse
at Fort Larned National Historic
Site. The public is welcome; SFTA
members are especially invited.

Dinner will be served at 6:00 pm,
followed by a short business meet
ing. The program will feature Van
Ann Moore ofBelen, NM, recipient of
a SFTA Award of Merit last year.
She will present her new production,
"Libby Custer: Boots and Saddles,
the Life of Elizabeth Custer and Her
General." She will be accompanied
by renowned flamenco guitarist Raul
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Gomez of Topeka, KS.
Final details and cost, as well as

reservations, can be obtained begin
ning April 1 by calling Fort Larned
NHS at 316-285-6911, between the
hours of 8:30 am and 5:00 pm. Resel'
vations must be made prior to 5:00
pm on April 22. Seating for the din
ner and performance is limited, so
early reservations are suggested.

During the afternoon prior to the
Old Guard meeting Fort Larned
NHS will present living-history
demonstrations throughout the fort.
An Indian camp and cavalry de
monstrations will augment the fort's
interpretive programs. The fort will
also have the recently-reconstructed
bake oven operating. Bread mixed
from an old army recipe will be
baked in the wood-fIred oven during
the afternoon and served with the
evening meal.

CIMARRON ROUTE BIKE RIDE

SERIOUS bicyclists are invited to
participate in a ride over a portion of
the Cimarron Route on Memorial
Weekend, May 23-25, 1998. Organ
ized by John L. Hobbs, Great Plains
Bicycle, Newton, KS, the ride will be
gin at Elkhart, KS, Saturday, May
23, proceed across the Oklahoma
Panhandle, cut into the northwest
corner of Texas, and continue to
Clayton, NM. The second day will go
north along the New Mexico/Okla
homa border to the Black Mesa area,
crossing and following the Trail a
couple of times. The last day takes
riders north into Colorado and back
east into Kansas, following the Trail.

The route is about 2/3 paved and
1/3 off road, so a mountain bike is es
sential. Total distance is about 250
miles, with the fIrst day being the
longest. Gear will be transported, so
participants need only carry water
and snacks. Camping and housing
will be arranged for Friday, Satur
day, and Sunday nights, and three
meals will be provided each day,
starting with breakfast on May 23
and ending with a barbecue on Mon
day evening.

The cost is $130 per person. Reser
vations must be made by May 11.
The group is limited to 300 partici
pants. For more information and to
obtain registration forms, contact
Hobbs at (800) 792-2453 or E-Mail
<gpbbike@southwind.net>.
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CLAYTON FLY-IN RESLATED
by Kendyl K. Monroe

(SFTA member Monroe, Seneca, NM,
is head of the Clayton Airport Advi
sory Council and organizer of this
event.)
THE theme of flying the Santa Fe
Trail Cimarron Route to 01' from
Rabbit Ears Mountain landmark
north of Clayton, NM, originally
scheduled for Octobel' 25, 1997, at
tracted a great deal of interest from
the aviation community before an
unusually early whiteout blizzard
forced cancellation. That theme will
be highlighted for the rescheduled
Fly-In on June 6, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.
The event is open to travelers by
ground as well as by air.

Billed as a Ranch and Rodeo
Country Fly-In, highlights include
presentations by the New Mexico
Aviation Division, including its
Mountain Flying Seminar, and by
Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, NM,
describing military training mis
sions and procedures in the area.
There will also be displays about the
Santa Fe Trail and ranch life, a
chuck wagon barbecue, sky rodeo
events, and a cowboy rodeo in an
arena adjacent to the airport.

Bill White's book, The Santa Fe
Trail By Air, has stimulated great
interest in the SFT within the avia
tion community, just as his compan
ion book, The Oregon, California and
Mormon Trails by Air, has stimu
lated similar interest in those his
toric routes. White has organized a
Trail Pilots Association (see follow
ing article) from among the pilots
who have expressed interest in the
historic trails, and this new organi
zation will attend the Clayton Fly-In
as the first event on its calendar.

For further information or to reg
ister in advance for planning assis
tance, call Jim Talley (800) 390-7857
or 505-374-9253.

TRAIL PILOTS ASSOCATION
by Bill White

(SFTA member White, Logan, UT,
author of pilot guidebooks to several
overland trails organized the Trail
Pilots Association [see above article].)

A number of pilots from across the
United States have joined together
to form the Trail Pilots Association.
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The purpose is to follow and promote
awareness of overland trails (includ
ing the Santa Fe Trail), have fun,
and assist Trail organizations. Mem
bel'S offer their services and planes
for worthy projects. They are avail
able, if invited, to help SFTA and
OCTA with mapping projects.

The new TPA has scheduled five
events for this year, and everyone is
invited. Since this is the first year,
each event will piggyback on other
organizations' activities:
June 6-7: Clayton, NM' joining the
Ranch and Rodeo event organized by
Kendyl Monroe (see above article).
June 13-14: Larned, KS, taking part
in the WeUDry Chapter seminar.
July 9-12: Scottsbluff, NE, joining in
the celebration ofOregon Trail Days.
July 25-26: Baker City, OR, partici
pating in the Pioneer Festival.
August 8-9: Pocatello, ID, attending
the annual Shoshone-Bannock In
dian Festival.

For more information, contact Bill
White, Western Airtrails, PO Box
6071, North Logan, UT 84341 (888)
755-0330.

80B AND MARYLOU JONES
RECEIVE BENT'S FORT

CHAPTER TRIBUTE AWARD
by Teresa Kesterson

THE Tribute Award of Bent's Fort
Chapter recognizes efforts by an in
dividual or group which ensures the
preservation of a site or significant
remnant of Mountain Route/Santa
Fe Trail heritage for posterity.

The 1997 recipients are Bob and
Marylou Jones for conserving the
site known as "Hole in the Rock,"
near Thatcher, CO, along Timpas
Creek. They acquired the site and
gave it to the Archeological Conser
vancy so it will receive protection for
perpetuity.

This important site, a well-known
spring that was noted many times
throughout Trail history, includes
remains of the Barlow and Sander
son stage station which later became
the headquarters for the Bloom Cat
tle Company. Thus there are connec
tions between this property and the
Bloom House in Trinidad, owned by
the Colorado Historical Society. Also
at the site is a cedar post corral (still
in use) that dates from Trail times.
Hole in the Rock was mentioned in
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Bob Jones with tour group at Hole In the
Rock site.

travel journals kept by James W. Ab
ert, Philip St. George Cooke, George
R. Gibson, Abraham R. Johnston,
Frank S. Edwards, Lewis H. Gar
rard, Susan Magoffin, and others.

Bob and Marylou purchased the
approximately 80-acre portion of
land that included the site in Decem
ber 1991. They wanted it to remain
open to the public because of its his
torical significance. They looked for
ways to ensure that the public could
continue to enjoy the site. They con
tacted the National Park Service and
the U. S. Forest Service in an effort
to transfer the property to either of
these public entities. Neither could
accept the property at that time, but
John Conoboy of the NPS Long Dis
tance Trails Office in Santa Fe sug
gested they contact the Archeologi
cal Conservancy in Albuquerque.
The Conservancy could take the
property and keep it until such time
that the National Park Service, the
U. S. Forest Service, or the Colorado
Historical Society could administer
it.

The property was given to the
Conservancy on February 1, 1996,
and remains open to the public. Bob
explains that "the Conservancy can
not transfer the property to any indi
vidual or local group. It can only be
transferred to a recognized entity
that will preserve the site."

Bob continues his involvement
with Hole in the Rock as caretaker,
promoter, and official historian. He
encourages visitation and has pre
sented interpretations to Bent's Fort
Chapter tours.
. The chapter is pleased to honor

Bob and Marylou for their generous
contributions. They have preserved
an important part ofTrail heritage.
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(Fisher, Arrow Rock, MO, is a charter
member and former director on the
SFTA governing board. She is a fre
quent contributor to Wagon Tracks.
She became interested in Jose Wa
trous after reading that he was a stu
dent at a Missouri school.)

THE following statement appeared
in William B. Young's History of La
fayette County (Missouri), 1910, re
garding Chapel Hill Academy near
Lexington: "Many Indians and Mexi
cans attended school at Chapel Hill.
Jose Watrous, a Spanish boy, was
sent to Chapel Hill when he was but
ten years old and remained twelve
years, when he left the College an or
dained preacher of the Presbyterian
Church.,,1 Who was Jose Watrous?

The family name Watrous defies
identification with most familiar na
tionalities. But the little town ofWa
trous, NM, near Fort Union is known
to Santa Fe Trail students and trav
elers. The village lies in the valley at
the junction of the Mora and Sapello
rivers and the Mountain and Cimar
ron routes ofthe Santa Fe Trail. Just
as Council Grove, KS, to the east be
came a Trail rendezvous for wagon
trains heading west, La Junta de los
Rios Mora y Sapell02 (later Watrous)
became a staging point for Trail
travelers heading east.

The community of La Junta was
renamed Watrous, when the railroad
reached the town in 1879, to honor
Samuel B. Watrous who had settled
there in the late 1840s and estab
lished a ranch and trading post. Wa
trous was born Erastus Bowman
Watrous in Vermont in 1809, the son
of Erastus and Nancy Bowman Wa
trous. He was a descendent of Eng
lish settlers Jacob and Hannah Wa
terhouse who came to America in
1630. In 1713 Gideon Waterhouse of
Connecticut changed his last name
to Watrous, the family name of his
descendants. Erastus Bowman Wa
trous changed his first name to Sam
uel after he moved to New Mexico in
the 1830s. He died in 1886 and his
home still stands as the headquar
ters of the present Doolittle Ranch,
near the town ofWatrous.3 The com
munity of La Junta (Watrous) was a
well-known site on the Trail.

In late spring 1857 William B.
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IN SEARCH OF JOSE WATROUS
by Virginia Lee Fisher

Napton, accompanying Captain Jim
Chiles's Missouri wagon train to
New Mexico, described the country
as they approached Fort Union:

Ten miles before reaching Fort Un
ion we stopped at a ranch, where we
found an abundance of good milk
and butter, kept in a well arranged
spring house, supplied with water by a
cold and bold spring running out of
the foot of the mountain. The milk was
kept in large open tin pans, set in a
ditch extending around the room,
constructed so as to allow a continual
flow of cool water about the pans.
The spring house was built of adobe
and bricks. This ranch supplied the fort
with milk and butter.

Fort Union had no appearance of a
fortified place then; there was nothing
more than substantial and comfort
able barracks, stores and ware
houses. But the place had a look of
military precision, neatness and
cleanliness about it and not seen else
where in New Mexico.

At this place our train was cut in
twain; one-half of it, under the com
mand of Captain Chiles, went on to
Mora, the other half was sent to Las
Vegas, in charge of the assistant
wagonmaster, Rice.... I decided to
accompany that part going to Las Ve
gas.4

As Napton's party traveled on,
they drove by La Junta. This area
had been a stopping point for Indi
ans, Mexicans, and Spaniards since
times long forgotten. In passing,
Napton described Sam Watrous's
"large adobe ranch house" and one of
his enterprises:

On the route to Las Vegas we found
a large adobe ranch house, probably
a hundred feet square and sixteen
feet high, the solid walls being without
openings on the outside, except two
large doors. The ventilation and light
were secured through the openings
inside the hollow square. There was an
extensive buckskin tailoring establish
ment there, where they were manu
facturing quantities of buckskin
clothes of various patterns, and I was
surprised at the skill displayed in mak
ing the garments. The clothes were
made to fit with tailor-like precision
and exactness. Clothes of buckskin
were generally worn at that time by
the inhabitants of New Mexico, by the
natives especially.5

Napton also recorded his visit to
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Las Vegas:
As we drew near Las Vegas we

noted that the "bottoms" of the little
creek [Gaflinas] running near the town
were cultivated in corn, with occa
sional patches of vegetables, the
land uninclosed by fences, but
flanked by irrigating ditches supplying
the necessary water. and the crops
were looking remarkably well, al
though the weather had been dry for
some weeks. We found it necessary to
have a close watch kept on our cattle
while we were near these cultivated
and unfenced fields. Las Vegas was a
compactly built little town of probably
two or three hundred inhabitants, the
houses for the most part built of
adobe brick or tufts of sod, with a cor
ral in the rear. The herds of sheep,
goats and burros were driven in about
sunset and fastened up for the night in
these corrals, from which they were
driven out early in the morning to
graze during the day under the con
stant eye of the herder, who accom
panied each band.

We remained one day only at Las
Vegas. The wagons were unloaded,
the freight being delivered to the con
signees, and we turned about and
started on our homeward journey."

Napton did not state if he met
Sam Watrous going or returning.
Watrous was orphaned when he was
young and lived with an uncle in
Vermont until 1832, when he headed
west. By 1835 he was in Taos, NM,
then, possibly in 1837, relocated to
the silver mines in the Ortiz Moun
tains south of Santa Fe. Sam appar
ently was engaged in merchandising
at both Taos and in the Ortiz mining
area before moving to La Junta in
1848 or 1849, where he had pur
chased a portion of the Scolly Land
Grant.

Details of the birth and parentage
of Jose, the little "Spanish boy," are
not clear. He probably was born in
1837, two years after Sam Watrous
arrived in Taos. Joseph Romero, Jr.,
a descendent of Sam Watrous, re
ported a family tradition that Wa
trous had married a woman in New
Mexico, who died soon after giving
birth to Jose.7 No records have been
located to support this. Census rec
ords of 1860 list him in the Sam Wa
trous household, age 23, an Indian, a
laborer, place of birth Rio Arriba
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Count;, and his name Joseph B. Wa
trous.

Did Jose Watrous attend Chapel
Hill Academy near Lexington? The
Lafayette County census record for
1850 listed the household of A. W.
Ridings, founder of the Academy, as
of November 2: Ridings, age 34, was
head of household that included 21
members. Ridings's wife, his parents
and daughters, 9 and 11, were in
cluded.9 The others were students.
Two on the list were born in Tennes
see and the others in Missouri, ex
cept for Alfred C. Bent, age 17, born
in New Mexico. 10

In 1907 Jose Watrous was inter
viewed by F. W. Cragin. I I Jose stated
that "in 1853 he went east and began
to attend Chapel Hill College in La
fayette County, Missouri, attended
there three years" (until 1856), "then
had to leave on account of trouble
with his eyes, is now blind." It seems
the History of Lafayette County
statement, written some 50 years af
ter Jose's attendance at school, may
have been in error on some details
and dates. Even so, this frontier edu
cational institution represented a re
source to families who sought educa
tion for their children.

In 1840 Archibald Wellington Rid
ings went to Lafayette County from
North Carolina where he had at
tended the University at Chapel
Hill. Soon after his marriage, Rid
ings undertook the education of his
wife's young brother who lost his leg
in a hunting accident. Soon other
students were enrolled. A large two
story classroom building was
erected. Male students lived in two
room cottages on the grounds. Girls
boarded with families in the vicinity.
For just over a dollar a week stu
dents were supplied lodging, laun
dry, candles, and board "fit for a
king." Chapel Hill was reported as
the "largest school west of the Mis
sissippi with a faculty of ten or more
professors. Graduates went on to
hold high posts in commerce and
government." In the early 1860s the
Academy was set on fire by vandals
and never rebuilt. 12

When Jose returned to New Mex
ico in 1856, he was "with his father's
ox-cart train which consisted of
twenty large wagons, each drawn by
six yoke of oxen. This train handled
freight for the government making
stops at Santa Fe, Ft. Union, Kansas
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City and Watrous. George Berg and
his family accompanied the train on
this particular trip. He was going to
Ft. Union as the post gunsmith....
Joseph B. [Watrous] married Louisa
Katherine Berg in 1862, the daugh
ter of the gunsmith."13 At that time
Jose was 25 and Louisa was 14.

Jose, as noted above, was listed in
the 1860 census as a member ofSam
uel B. Watrous's household, with the
name Joseph B. Watrous, identified
as Indian, age 23, occupation la
borer, born in Rio Arriba County.
Later census records indicated Jose's
changing economic and social status.
The 1870 census listed Joseph Wa
trous, white, occupation farmer, as
head of a household that included his
wife, Louisa, age 22, a daughter,
Elizabeth, age 1, and Robert !ling
worth, age 34, wagonmaster. In 1880
J. B. Watrous was head ofhousehold,
a merchant, with a wife, two daugh
ters, and three sons. 14

The Watrous family stayed close
to home. In addition to Jose, most of
Samuel B. Watrous's children re
mained in the area and were re
corded by the census enumerators
(names were spelled different ways
and the ages varied-Mary Manuela
was listed as 34 in 1870 and 42 in
1880, Mary Antonette was listed as
30 in 1870 and 38 in 1880, Emiteria
was listed as 27 in 1870 and 35 in
1880, and Abelina was listed as 17 in
1870 and 19 in 1880). In 1870 the fol
lowing were residing with Samuel B.
(age 61) and his wife Josephine (age
28): Belina 17, Samuel Jr. 15, Rosa 5,
and Charles 3. Sam was listed as a
retired merchant with $23,500 in
real estate and $21,000 in personal
worth.

Mary (Maria) Manuela (age 34)
had married William Tipton (age 45,
a farmer) and resided nearby. Other
members of this household were
Samuel Tipton (20), Susan Tipton
(15), Martha Tipton (10), Luisa Tip
ton (8), W. Lee Tipton (3), Perfilia
Tipton (1), Samuel Wells (38, store
clerk), and Charles Moore (18, la
borer).

Mary (Maria) Antonette (age 30)
was wife of James Johnson (age 34, a
farmer), and resided near La Junta.
Other members of the Johnson
household were two daughters
(Nuteria 11 and Nancy 1 month), a
son (James 9), domestic servant
Jane Arnot (age 20), and gardener
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Herman Shultz (age 54).
Emiteria (age 27, listed as "Mite

ria") was the wife of George W. Gregg
(age 34, listed as a farmer but also
operating the stage station at the Sa
pello Creek crossing southwest ofLa
Junta), a household containing the
following: Safronia Gregg (8), Lee
Gregg (6), Samuel Gregg (4), Henry
Murray (25, stagedriver), Paul Ro
mel (41, laborer), Pedro Archivequer
(33, cook), Nestor Perea (19, laborer),
Juan Garcia (32, laborer), Frank
Drake (3?, stagedriver), George Tay
lor (28, stagedriver), Harry Monroe
(27, stocktender), William Reed (31,
stagedriver), Sylvestre Lowell (27,
blacksmith), Andres Caranics (34,
laborer), and Jose Perea (15,
herder). 15

Only daughter Louisa, age 23,
was not listed in the area in the 1870
census. She was married to William
Kroenig (Kronig) and was residing
near Watrous in 1880.

In 1880 Samuel B. (age 71 and a
farmer) and Josephine (age 37) still
had two children at home: Rosa and
Charles. Jose, as noted above, was a
merchant, perhaps operating the
business started by his father. Wil
liam Tipton (farmer) and Mary
Manuela (42) resided at Tiptonville
just west of La Junta (now Watrous),
with children Susana (26), Louisa
(18), Edna (9), and Ydea (4). James
Johnson (farmer) and "Marianton"
(Mary Antonette, now age 38) were
counted at Watrous, with children
James (19), Nancy (9), G. K. (male,
2), and Salorny (female, 3 months).
George W. Gregg (carpenter; the
stage station was no longer needed
because the railroad had built
through the area) and Emiteria (now
35) were counted in Barclay's Fort
area west of Watrous, with children
Lee (17), Sam (14), and Gavina
(adopted, 5). William Kroenig
(farmer) and Louisa (33) were
counted in Barclay's Fort area with
children Alejandro (17), Carolina
(14), Alfred (12), Louisa (10), Carlota
(8), and William (5).16 Abelina (age
mistakenly recorded as 19) was then
married to Carl Wildenstein (age 38,
engineer) and counted at Watrous
with children Carl (9), Rudolf (3),
and Eduardo (1). Only Samuel Jr.
was not recorded in the area in
1880.17

Jose Watrous, referred to by him
self and others also as Jo, Joe, Jo-
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seph, Joseph Bowman, andJ. B., was
part of the family business. In the
mid-1860s he was in charge of the
Watrous and Tipton freighting op
eration owned by his father. Watrous
had twenty wagons, prairie schoo
ners, each drawn by six yoke of oxen.
Marilyn Mullins provided a vivid
portrayal of travel along the Santa
Fe Trail in those times when these
subcontractors were hauling sup
plied to Fort Union. 18

At the Old Trailers' Reunion on
July 4, 1910, at Las Vegas, Jose re
ported having made 10 round trips to
Kansas City between May 1857 and
December 1865. In reporting that re
union, the Las Vegas Optic listed
over 450 names of those who trav
eled the Santa Fe Trail, approxi
mately two-thirds of which were His
panic. Several women were on the
list, and one comment was especially
interesting. Zenobia Sanchez of
Mora asserted she "drove her own
team into Kansas City several
times.,,19

The Santa Fe Trail was shortened
as the railroads built westward after
the Civil War. In 1879 the Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
reached La Junta, and the name was
changed to Watrous to avoid confu
sion with the railroad's station at La
Junta, Colorado. By this time, as
noted above, Sam Watrous, his wife
and two small children, four daugh
ters and their spouses and children,
plus Jose and his family, were set
tled in the Mora Valley. Occupations
shifted from Santa Fe trading and
freighting to agricultural pursuits
and small mercantile and other busi
nesses. In the town of Watrous a
school and church were built. The
railroad station at Watrous served
the garrison at Fort Union.

Jose Watrous was credited with
providing information for the follow
ing description of the July 4, 1881,
celebration in the town, as reported
by Mrs. Ed Murphy:

The ladies of the valley joined in an
effort to celebrate the fourth as they
believed it should be celebrated. The
men were willing helpers. A picnic was
announced. The place was the beau
tiful cottonwood grove one fourth of a
mile below the slaughterhouse, south
of Watrous. A procession was formed
at the J BWatrous store, it was led by S
B Watrous, Jr. He rode a beautiful bay
horse. There was a band playing and
flags waved. Watrous, leading, car-
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ried a large flag. Both the participants
and the horses in the parade seemed
to enjoy the beating of the drums and
the music as the parade made its way
to the grove. Here decorations had
been hung, flags borrowed from Ft
Union waved. Even a cannon occu
pied a prominent place. A salute for
each state was fired. A speakers
stand had been erected under the
shelter of shade trees. It too was
decorated with bunting and flags.
The following were speakers of the
day. Hon. M W Mills, then attorney
from Cimarron, John H Koogler. pro
prietor and editor of the Las Vegas
Gazette and Col. [John C.] Dent from
Ft. Union, (a brother-in-law of General
Grant). Col Dent made the following
statements: In 1846 he marched with
his command [Dent was a captain in
the 2nd Missouri Volunteers] through La
Junta valley. It was at that time a wild
yet beautiful valley. It was given over
entirely to antelope, ducks and many
other types of wild life. "Today" said
he, "your.valley is an entirely different
place. Crops are being harvested,
fruits and flowers are growing in abun
dance. You have a church, two
schools and best of all fine children to
attend them. They are assembled
here today with their parents, friends
and visitors from far and near. In this
beautiful spot we seek to give expres
sion to our patriotic feelings, to honor
the American nation. To me this won
derful growth, this development in so
short a time is remarkable. From all ap
pearances this community knows
how to celebrate the Fourth of July,
the occasion so dear to the hearts of
all Americans." The other two speak
ers stated that they were glad to be
numbered here and glad to be of as
sistance to the ladies. They expressed
their appreciation of the work done in
staging so elaborate an affair and
voted it a complete success. It was
then announced that refreshments
were ready to be served. Tables had
been laid and cloths had been
spread on the ground and grass. All
present were told they were invited to
find places and help themselves. Four
fifty gallon barrels of iced lemonade
had been prepared. All food was
equally generous quantity. After
lunch hour the crowd scattered.
Some played games, others danced
while others strolled around meeting
and visiting friends. When time came
to start home the ladies were con
gratUlated and assured that "A good
time was had by all. ,,20

Speakers at the picnic noted the
agricultural pursuits of the Watrous
family. Jose provided more informa-
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tion in a brief history of Samuel B.
Watrous:

In 1880 and 81 Watrous fenced off
all of his farm land and much of his
pasture land. These were the first
fences built in Mora County (wire
fences), also of interest is the fact that
up to this date Watrous was in San
Miguel county. Mr. Watrous had a pe
tition circulated and signed request
ing the legislature to move the line
west to the present location. After
fencing Mr. Watrous sowed about 100
acres to alfalfa. The seed cost 20
cents per pound. This was the first al
falfa sowed in this section. Large crops
of winter Wheat, timothy and red top
were harvested the same and follow
ing years....

At the time of Mr. Watrous' death
(in 1886) the valley he had settled was
a valley of cultivated fields and grow
ing trees. It was no longer a wilderness.
Besides the growing crops on the ex
tensive fields, the cultivation of or
chards and of shade trees lining the ir
rigation ditches, the valley was con
nected to the outside world by both
telephone and telegraph lines. A rail
road connection to the east had also
been established. This progress, due
to a great extent to this man's ability
to lead had been made in the course
of a Iifetime.21

The death of Samuel B. Watrous
remains an unresolved mystery. The
Las Vegas Daily Optic reported on
March 17, 1886:

Suicide of a pioneer: A special dis
patch to the Daily Optic this morning,
from Watrous, gives the startling intelli
gence that S B Watrous, senior of that
town, committed suicide this morning
at his residence in the suburbs of that
place by shooting himself twice
through the head with a revolver. The
people in Watrous were greatly
shocked to learn of the terrible death
of the venerable pioneer and what his
motive was for committing the rash
act is merely a matter of conjecture...
. It is understood he leaves a fine es
tate to his heirs.22

On the same date the Santa Fe
Daily New Mexican added a few de
tails:
S. B. Watrous, Sr., Goes To His Death Un
der Peculiar Circumstances

S. B. Watrous, Sr. committed suicide
in his room at his home ranch, near
Watrous station this morning at 5
o'clock by shooting himself through
the head twice with the same
weapon used by his son [Samuel Jr.],
who killed himself a few months ago,
and since which time the father, who
was about 70 years of age, has been
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greatly troubled.23

James E. Romero, Jr., great
great-grandson of Samuel and To
macita Watrous, related a much
more dismal story. Although the
deaths of Samuel Jr. and Samuel
Bowman Watrous were considered
suicides and no investigations fol
lowed, family tradition contains a
sinister version.

Romero alleged that Jose and Jo
sephine (Samuel's last wife) became
jealous of Samuel Jr. and plotted his
death, and that Jose killed the
younger Watrous on the road to pres
ent Shoemaker, NM. The senior
Samuel was extremely distraught,
would not accept that his son had
killed himself, and, in time, became
suspicious and accused Jose and Jo
sephine ofkilling his son. "During an
argument, which was overheard by
the servants, shots were heard.
When the servants entered the living
room, Samuel lay dead with two bul
let wounds in his head.... It was re
ported that Josephine would never
again speak to any of Samuel's chil
dren except for J ose~h and her own,
Charlie and Rose." 4 This may be
nothing more than family folklore,
but Marc Simmons opined that
"more research needs to be done" re
garding the "peculiar circumstances"
of the death of Samuel Watrous.25

Following Sam's death and the
settlement ofthe estate that was tied
up in the questionable titles of the
Scolly Land Grant, plus a compli
cated division among many heirs,
the family was in a state of turmoil.
Small and larger parcels of land
were divided through many trans
fers among the heirs, all of whom
lived in Mora County. No will for
Samuel B. Watrous has been located,
and records of that time were de
stroyed when the Mora County
Courthouse burned.26

By 1865 Jose and his wife, Louisa,
had moved to a farm about a mile
south of La Junta. When Sam died in
1886, Jose was running cattle on a
1450-acre ranch. In 1887 he built an
impressive two-and-one-half-story
house, made of rough-cut stoneY

Josephine, Sam's widow, moved to
Las Vegas around 1900 and died
there January 3, 1904. Her will,
written about six months earlier,
made $500 bequests to each of her
daughter Rosa's children, and well
over half of the remainder of the es-
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tate to daughter Rosa. The rest went
to her son Charles, but under the
control of Rosa's husband, Otto
Lange, executor, who was to estab
lish a trust and provide Charles with
the income.28 Jose was not men
tioned in her will, and it could not be
determined what inheritance he may
have received from the Sam Watrous
estate. Judging from the construc
tion of Jose's new home, it appears
he either had substantial assets of
his own and/or had received an in
heritance.

Jose left Watrous in 1900 to live in
East Las Vegas. The 1910 census
listed Joseph, age 73, his wife and
two daughters, Carrie and Rosa.29

On December 26, 1910, Jose corre
sponded with William Henry An
drews, Republican Territorial Repre
sentative, 1905-1912, to request as
sistance from the government for
services he had given, possibly based
on his military record. In this corre
spondence, Jose reviewed some in
teresting aspects of his later life:

Accept my sincere thanks for your
efforts and favor of the 16th inst., and
in reply, I enclose affidavits.

Early in 1862 under order of my
General Vicente Romero of La
Cueva, Mora County, in readiness to
protect our Government's property at
Ft Union, New Mexico, from the rebel
Texan forces, kept watch of the men
of my company until General Canby
sent back my General's men, two of
each company of his regiment, and
informed him that our Government
was safe and did not need his watch
and assistance longer.

Manuel Romero, one of my two
men, I furnished with horse and outfit.
On order of Captain [Howard J.] Farn
sworth, Quartermaster at Fort Union, I
delivered to his messenger my favorite
saddle horse and on it the dispatch of
the Commander from Fort Union was
delivered to General Canby at Val
verde at the time the Texans were
marching upon New Mexico.

Early in 1863 Iand my man, Estevan
Corona, reported to the Commander
at Fort Bascom the Navajo Indian
depredation at La Cinta Canyon and
La Sorra; they killed two sheep herders
and took two boys captive and killed
Watrous and Tipton's herd manager,
and drove away over four hundred
head of cattle and two sheep herds.
Under command of Second lieuten
ant Juan Marques, I and my man
went with them and served as guides.
We followed the trail from the mesas
north of Fort Bascom to eleven miles
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above Fort Sumner. The troops from
Fort Sumner and Indians from the res
ervation had already taken the stock
from the Indians at Sega del L1aso.

Early in 1868, my efforts, information
and assistance to the Commander at
Fort Union helped to capture and
break up an organized force of cattle
thieves near Shoemaker, New Mexico.
They stole Government mules from
Fort Union at night and disfigured the
United States brand at Panta Leon
Canyon and Piedroso and then sold
them.

In 1869 my firm subscribed $1000 to
the enterprise that connected Santa
Fe (Capitol of New Mexico) with Den
ver by telegraph. In the latter part of
1869 two cattle thieves stole over fifty
head of beef cattle from John Watts
at Fort Bascom. The manager, William
Mansico, and two men, overtook
them at the Pedroso near Cherry Val
ley and the thieves killed one of the
men and left the cattle. The people
from Cherry Valley and Watrous met
at Justice Geo. W. Gregg's at Watrous
and reported that Lue Sawyer; a
farmer at Cherry Valley Lake, was at
the head of the thieves. Justice Gregg
gave me a warrant to arrest all that I
could catch. Sawyer left the country
and my posse and I brought before
Gregg quite a number that were sus
pected and he gave them a sound
lecture and released them during
good behavior and then broke up the
band of thieves.

In 1870, Rev. Dwyer of the Method
ist Association, induced the people of
the Watrous Valley to build a school
house by subscription and Rev. Tha
mas Harwood took charge of the
building. The subscription was not
enough and the enterprise was about
to fall through. L Geo. W. Gregg and
W. H. Moore, Trustees, deeded the un
finished property to the M. E. Associa
tion and they finished it and under the
management of Rev. Thomas Har
wood, it was an excellent school.

In 1876, J. T. Gunnison and Manuel
Gonzales interested the people of the
Watrous Valley to grade a first class
wagon road over the Olguin Hill by
SUbscription. Wm. Kroenig, President,
Jas. T. McNamara, Secretary, Col.
McMullen, Surveyor, who gave the
grade and received the road from
Jas. T. Johnson, Contractor, were pres
ent at the meeting. My firm outside of
its subscription, paid Johnson's man
for the work they did on the road.

In June 1879 my firm came up to
the demands of Agent Bear of the
Santa Fe Railroad Company and
gave ten acres of land and the right
of way through the centre of two of
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our farms and through our interest in
the Scolly Grant, gratis. At our firm's re
quest the Santa Fe R. R. Co. drove
piles across the Sapello and Mora Riv
ers for the people to make wagon
bridges. In my firm's carriage Wm. R.
Sparks, E. Dewes and I waited on the
80ard of Mora County Commissioners
and from Chairman Anastasio Trujillo,
got $175.00 towards building the Sa
pello bridge. My firm lost one of their
horses on that trip. Wm. Sparks, with
out pay, took charge of building the
bridge and a number of the citizens,
too, gave their work gratis and my firm
did the balance. It lacked one day of
being finished for use when a cloud
burst four miles above raised the Sa
pello River higher than ever known
before or after and left no sign of the
bridge, and the following year a simi
lar cloudburst changed the channel
of the Mora River and left the piles on
dry land.

In 1880 I was a member of the jury
of Mora County. A party of citizens la
mented that the cattle thieves were
running the upper part of the county
and could not be reached by law. I
suggested the organization of law
abiding citizens that would give their
time and money to stop them. That
body requested me, Henry Robinson,
Sheriff and Santiago Valdez to write
up the by-laws governing that asso
ciation, which we did and named it
the Mora County Stock Growers Asso
ciation. They appointed me President,
Raphael Romero, Vice-President,
Henry Robinson, Secretary, and S. E.
Tipton, Treasurer.

At my suggestion T. 8. Catron was
the attorney of the Association. Judge
L. B. Prince commissioned me with the
two other commissioners with him to
select the Grand and Petit Juries for
the coming term. That Grand Jury
found a true bill against Thomas
Lucero, the chief of the thieves for
stealing one horse and that Petit Jury
found him guilty. The last day of the
term, Judge Prince delivered to
Lucero a lengthy speech, saying:
"Twelve picked men from your county
found you guilty of stealing one horse;
the offence is not so large but the his
tory back of you for over fifteen years
has been that of appropriating the
property of others to your own use
and the law has not been able to
convict you; therefore, Isentence you
to five years imprisonment at Ne
braska penitentiary·30 There you will
have a chance to learn a trade to
earn an honorable living when you re
turn to your people."

Cerillo, one of the suspected
thieves told me that he learned of a
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secret association that would take out
parties at the dead of night and hang
them and asked if I knew anything of
that. I answered "No, but I know of a
secret organization composed of law
abiding citizens throughout the
county that are determined to back
and execute the laws. I tell you a few
names: B. H. st Vroin. Frank Meiska,
Jno. Daugherty, Wm. Kroenig and I
am the President of the organization.
Their work begins to show through the
grand and petit juries, T. B. Catron and
Judge Prince in the case of Lucero
and my advice to all is to quit that
business."

The example of the Mora County
Association started the Northern New
Mexico Association composed of
owners of cattle, composed of the
counties of Colfax, San Miguel, and
Mora. Ex-Governor Hadley was Presi
dent, Senator [Stephen W.) Dorsey, E.
D. Clothier and others of the execu
tive committee and Wm. Mills, attor
ney, Jos. B. Watrous, Vice-President
representing Mora County, with Cap
tain Brunton, L. W. Johnson and others
of executive committee, Trinidad Ro
mero, Vice-President representing
San Miguel County with Mike Slattery,
W. W. Stapp and others of the execu
tive committee. That association had
a standing reward in the Daily Optic of
$500.00 for each party convicted of
stealing stock from any member of as
sociation.

In 1881 Dr. Wm. Sparks got the peo
ple of Watrous together to build a
school house by subscription. Wm.
Kroenig was President, Jos. B. Watrous,
Secretary-Treasurer, and they prom
ised a subscription and on that prom
ise Welch and Lee took the contract.
They started the work and stopped to
have a better understanding. I said:
"Go on, you will get your money."
They answered "If you say that S. B.
Watrous and Son will pay us we will fin
ish it." I replied "All right." and they did
finish and my firm paid them for it and
furnished the school house and let the
people use it, but they never paid
back anything to my firm and they are
still using it on the same terms.

In 1880, my firm fenced off their
farms and a large tract of pasture
lands and started a large herd of cat
tle or horses, mowed a large tract of
til'inothy, red top, blue grass and some
red clover and a large tract of alfalfa
and it was the first baled alfalfa in the
New Mexico market, and fattened
forty steers on alfalfa and sold them to
M. Spencer, butcher of East Las Vegas
@ $50.00 each and set out an orchard
and a variety of small fruits, the first in
Mora County, and trees around their
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home, main ditches and lanes. My
mother. Josephine, and my wife had
very large gardens of all varieties of
flowers. My firm's efforts through Dele
gate Manzanares, got the daily mail
line from Watrous to Mora and weekly
from Watrous to Red River via Ala
mosa. At that period of advance in
the Watrous Valley, Watrous had two
stores, two saloons, two blacksmith
and carpenter shops, one livery and
sales stable, one grist mill, rock quarry,
one weekly newspaper, "The Mora
County Pioneer," proprietors Wallace
and Holmes, one doctor, one music
teacher and an excellent school, ex
tensive farming, large shipments of
hay and alfalfa and alfalfa fed cattle.

I said to James Campbell, "I realize
the necessity of telephone service,"
and he replied, "I am on my way to
Las Vegas now, what will you have me
say about it?". "My firm will back any
terms that you make to get it here."
On his return he said "The company
will connect us at Los Alamos. The line
will come through Campbell and Aus
ten's house to your firm's store and
from there to Watrous. Campbell and
Austen will pay one-third and your firm
one-third, and we have to take our
two-thirds out in telephone service."
The telephone poles were scattered
some distance from Los Alamos to
wards Watrous but just then Campbell
was thrown out of his buggy by a run
away team and badly crippled and
died in a few days. His wife was ad
ministratrix and Captain Eads, Presi
dent of San Miguel National Bank, her
father. stopped the building of the
line. At that time my reverses began
one after another. My wife was
stricken with a severe and lengthy
spell of typhoid fever. Just as she was
recovering and yet very weak, five of
our children were taken with diphthe
ria, the three smaller died. The other
two after long while recovered. Our
baby girl at same time had terrible
swelling on neck that threatened her
life. Later my brother, S. B. Junior, en
tirely unexpected, died, and later my
father in the same way, the senior
partner of my firm. Later, my wife's
brother and father died. Under those
influences I was like in a dream and
during that time my firm's heavy in
vestments in fine cattle and horses de
preciated terribly in value, as did
other property, on account of the
general business disturbance
throughout the country. I sold all the
personal property at a terrible sacri
fice and paid every dollar that my firm
owed. The Browne and Manzanares
Company and M. Brunswick bought
the herd and sold me one-third inter-
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est on time, secured by my one-third
interest. We incorporated under the
name of the Watrous Ranch Com
pany for 48 years, capitol $25,000, M.
Brunswick, President, J. B. Watrous,
Manager, F. A.. Manzanares, Secre
tary with office in East Las Vegas. The
calculation of firm was to let herd
grow under management.

A lengthy drought, scarcity of wa
ter and grass over stock ranges, hard
winters and heavy snows never bef
ore known in my time, defeated our
success, so that in the fall of 1891 the
company shipped what was left of

)heir herd to grass and water south-
west of Dodge City and in 1892 M.
Brunswick sold herd there to one of
Dent's sons on time and at low price
on account of Browne and Man
zanares Company and M. Brunswick.
Outside of products of sale, their loss
was heavy and lowe them for my
one-third, a complete loss to me and
with it five years of hard work and just
then I lost three-fourths of my interest
in Scolly grant, after having held it free
of squatters from 1843 and paid taxes
in San Miguel and Mora Counties.
Through the mistake of the new buy
ers that accepted Congress' confir
mation and patent and my mind was
so clogged with those reverses that I
had to let things go. Under Governor
Prince's administration I was one of
three directors of Insane Asylum for
one year and present at every meet
ing. At end of year, I received from
Governor Prince my commission for
five years. I was so broke up that I re
signed in favor of C. W. Wildenstein,
who served as Secretary till his death,
October 1896. The business of the
county was so bad that I let the Equi
table Life Ins. Co. have my policy for a
trifle after having it in force seven
years.

McKinley's election brought back
confidence to the county and with
borrowed capital I threw my whole
energy into the cattle business. In 1899
I was Chairman County Commission
ers Mora County. Many citizens
begged me to save their property
from being sold for taxes and some
from 1891 who had not paid because
the assessors made grave mistakes in
the assessments and could not get
the Boards to look into it and make
corrections. Their excuse was that
they didn't want to meddle with the
other Board's work. I convinced my
companion, Francisco Pacheco and
Lucas Maestas, that it was our duty to
do justice to those parties and our
county. On the Second of September
we closed our term. Charles Spiess
said that the work of the Board on the
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delinquent taxes was correct and the
auditor approved it. I helped to save
those parties, but Ilost my sight and on
that date I sent in my resignation to
Governor Otero. November 6th Dr.
Tipton, assisted by Dr. Hernandez, op
erated on my eyes for glaucoma and
saved but very little sight. February
26th, 1900 I turned over to Brown and
Manzanares Company and M. Bruns
wick my house, farm and pastures in
full satisfaction of the mortgage that I
voluntarily gave them after my one
third interest in the cattle of Watrous
Ranch Company was lost. Then I
turned over to M. Brunswick my cattle
herd. horses and other property to sell
and settle up balance of my business.
Thirty three days after March 31,
[1900?] M. Brunswick turned over to
me all my mortgages, notes and re
ceipts from all creditors in full satisfac
tion of all demands against me. My
real estate and balance of property
canceled nearly $40,000. I was a free
man, but had nothing left. My friends
let me have the use of my house, farm
and pastures for the balance of that
year and on the 20th of November
[1900?], I turned over to them my
property and I moved to East Las Ve
gas, where Ihave resided since. Now I
depend upon my wife, past 64 years
of age, and my daughter.

The foregoing is a statement of part
of the work of my busy life and
through the merits of that I offer my
prayers to you and through you to the
managers of our government and ask
your assistance to my wife, daughter
and myself.31

No reply from Andrews to Jose
was found, nor was previous corre
spondence which was indicated in
the letter to Andrews. The above let
ter was found in the papers of L.
Bradford Prince, reason unknown.

Jose Watrous died in 1915 at age
78 in East Las Vegas. So ends the
story of the "Spanish boy" from New
Mexico who attended Chapel Hill
Academy near Lexington, Missouri,
in the 1850s.32 He had traveled the
Santa Fe Trail to attend school in
Missouri, had hauled freight over
the Trail during the Civil War, and
had lived most of his life beside the
Trail and the railroad that replaced
it.
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WET/DRY ROUTES CHAPTER
ON THE INTERNET

THE WetlDry Routes Chapter is
the first SFTA chapter to have a
home page on the World Wide Web,
and an outstanding production it is.
Created and maintained by chapter
members Larry and Carolyn Mix, St.
John, KS, it may be accessed at
<http://www.stjohnks.net/papa
gram/wdrindex/wdrindex.html> .
You may reach the Mixes bye-mail
at <papagram@stjohnks.net>.·

In addition to an attractive home
page, the site contains all issues of
the chapter newsletter, Traces, re
prints of a number of articles by
David K. Clapsaddle, auto-tour
guide, list of recommended books,
schedule of chapter activities, links
to other Santa Fe Trail sites, and
much, much more. The site has been
receiving more than 1,000 hits per
month.

This good work can serve as a
model to others creating web sites
about the Santa Fe Trail. Congratu
lations and thanks to the Mixes for a
job well done.

Wagon Tracks

WAGON TRAIN DIARY
(continued from page 1)

at Point of Rocks in time to saddle up
and ride from Middle Spring to meet
the wagon train from Murphy Trail
Head. They had not arrived at the
bend around the base of Point of
Rocks, so I met them on the west
side. I got in a good ride---I had been
riding nearly every day to prepare
both Cimarron and myself for the
long ride Saturday-it's supposed to
be 18 miles. This was fun. Along with
the wagons was the Forest Service
mule train. What animals! They are
almost a matched set, a dozen ani
mals. They were carrying packs to
simulate a mule pack train during
Trail days. They are really used in
wilderness areas to pack in fire
fighting supplies and pack out debris
such as plane wreckage.

We paused at the base of Point of
Rocks to watch the rededication of
the DAR marker. We were almost to
Middle Spring when an "Indian"
warrior raced past us, chased by the
wagon master Dean Ormiston on his
mule. Just as he was past us heading
west the "Indian" wheeled and
started chasing Mr. Ormiston.
Nearly caught him too! Something
whizzed past my face and it took me
a while to realize it was an anow-it
was lying in the brush near us.
(Later I talked to this same "Indian"
at the Kansas Sampler Festival at
Inman, KS, and he said he had hit
three of the wagons with his arrows.)
I could see that my blood pressure
might have gone up if the situation
had been real!

We ate buffalo barbecue at Middle
Spring. I visited with Mike and Patti
Olsen about the Education Commit
tee of the Santa Fe Trail Association.
I was supposed to find Tina Little
john and Connie Gray of the Trails
Project, who were there, but didn't
catch up with them. (They are from
Kansas City and head the Technol
ogy in Education Challenge Grant
Trails Project, an Internet project on
the Oregon and Santa Fe trails,
funded by the Education Depart
ment of the Federal Government.
Patti Olsen and I have received fund
ing for that project and are looking
forward to working together).

It was getting toward twilight
when Ron and I finally drove to Boise
City and tried to locate Dan Sharp's
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place in the dark. After pestering
some really nice people who live on
the highway to find the turnoff to the
ranch we finally reached Autograph
Rock and Dan's house, but it was
dark-thirty by then and no lights
were to be seen. I couldn't believe
that we couldn't see anyone! We
headed back to town but met a
camper and horse trailer on the way
in and they had more specific di
rections. We drove through Dan
Sharp's place and out into the
pasture. Council Grove had their
own camp-I joined the others,
mostly a bunch of "old" (as in
experienced) cowboys. Dave
Hutchison's brother, Don, was out
there somewhere. I sure need a bath
now but guess that is out. Forgot to
fill up the canteens when we came
through town. Oh well. How stupid.
Poor Cimarron finally got out of the
trailer-he's "mowing" grass outside
the tent. Hope he doesn't walk on
me-the tent is next to the horse
trailer. Hope I can keep up with
everyone. It'll be a job to take down
the tent and saddle up and load up.
Have too much junk. (Wonder ifmost
Trail travelers thought that?)

Weare so far from town, the stars
are beautiful. Camp is in a bowl
shaped depression with a small bluff
with Cold Spring on the west. I can
see the Milky Way for the first time
in years. Saw several shooting stars.
Cimarron just nickered and I told
him to be quiet. I think the cowboys
thought I meant them. They are still
cutting up around the fire. (Parker
Maness had told me they would be
there "telling lies.")

Ron left me-at least the tent is fa
miliar. And I've had cows sniffing
outside this tent before (camping in
Colorado) so I should feel right at
home.

The weather has been beautiful, a
little chilly right now but not like the
mountains. Just hope Cimarron
doesn't get away. Oh well-it'll work
out. Should be more people here in
the morning I guess. Not many now.
Marion McGlohon will be with us
Saturday and maybe Jeff Trotman
and Jill Clinesmith (all from Ulys
ses). Best sleep for now.
Friday, Sept. 26

Didn't get much sleep-eowboys
talking and Cimarron eating-he
sure chews grass loud! Cowboys
were up at 5:30 am drinking coffee
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and telling yarns. Our fearless
leader Parker Maness decided it'd
been dark twice in one day so it was
really 2 days. It was still dark-no
light showing in the East. Eventu
ally others got up. I was the second
woman up. I'm already pooped.

Used portapotties there at Cold
Spring. We tried watering our horses
at the Cold Spring but there was so
much algae, Cimarron would not
drink at all. Got the tent down and
packed away. You don't realize how
big some inconveniences become un
til you are out on your own. After a
quick donut breakfast we saddled
up. However I couldn't get the cinch
tight enough and my hip and knee
are becoming somewhat lame from
the previous riding-kinda pulled
something a few weeks ago. Anyway
couldn't get up on Cimarron without
pulling the saddle sideways, and he
is too wise to cooperate by walking
up and staying next to anything for
me to use to get on. So ... at the last
minute my "knight in shining ar
mor," Ron, arrived in the Blazer to
get the horse trailer and move it. He
helped me on. This afternoon I
changed the cinch length-it was in
the last hole on one side. So now I
have more options to tighten the
cinch. Cimarron may have lost
weight. Hadn't had that problem at
home.

The morning was busy but dawn
was inspiring. We started off with
the wagon master driving a pair of
mules pulling a rubber-tired wagon,
sort of buckboard style. Canvas
covered bales of hay provided seats
for riders in the bed of the wagon.
Before the mules were hitched up
they tore a hole in the canvas and ate
some of the hay. Several wagons are
built like chuckwagons with equip
ment for cooking and eating, but
bales of straw covered with tarps to
make comfortable seats. They have a
cover over the tops which can be
rolled up on the sides. Several more
have the rubber tires but the buggy
and one wagon have the conven
tional wooden wagon wheels. Most
wagons are outfitted with springs,
making the ride even more comfort
able. Quite a change from the big,
lumbering freight wagons of the
past.

As we pulled out of camp, we left
on Trail ruts. They are deep, wide
grassy swales which still bear evi-
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dence of heavy traffic. In many
places the swales are several feet
deep, and the vegetation is a differ
ent color. The short buffalo grass is
still green. Usually by August and
September the grass here is dry and
brown. We passed some spots of
grass that were drier. Grass was
lusher in the swales from the snow
left there last winter. Sevel'al places
the buffalo grass met the sky on all
horizons around us. I could imagine
we were back 150 years or so. We
rode and rode and did not stay in sin
gle file-we wandered all over-some
times three or more wagons beside
one another, just like the traders. We
went out of our way several times,
leaving the Trail because of pasture
fences but mostly we were on the
Trail or beside it. We saw several
bulls in different pastures and cattle.
Two antelope ran first one way then
another on a slope in front of us.
Some of the folks asked us lots of
questions about the Trail. They were
not as familiar with the Cimarron
Route. Just a couple of miles east of
the Trail crossing the Highway to
Carl Etling Lake we came over the
hill and saw Rabbit Ears for the first
time. Here in camp on the Kenton
Highway we cannot see it.

Supper should be coming before
long. I'm just thirsty-have old Ci
marron staked by the tent that I
pitched near the Council Grove folks.
They returned to Cold Spring for
their vehicles. Wish I had a bag of ice
and an ice chest about now and a big
bottle of iced tea. One of the ladies
from Council Grove, a retired
teacher, stayed behind and helped
me with the tent and gave me a cup
of cold ice water they had in the
small ice chest strapped on the back
of the buggy they were driving (with
a Paint Tennessee Walking horse). I
need to go water the horse in a little
while. I just heard someone mention
showers at Carl Etling Lake. Need a
vehicle.

Oh, now the cowboys are putting
up tents-they sure giggle a lot.
Guess some people left earlier. I
didn't realize it. Oops-the "Joe"
horse got away again. His master is
calling him.

Should be a nice evening. I'm hot
and sunburned now even though the
air is pleasant and dry.
Saturday, September 27

Reveille at 6:00-eamp's astir.
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Already evening-late and I just
got my tent up and my gear inside.
My horse is still here. I think he's too
tired to wander off. He did kick over
the feed trough he was using-asked
for his oats. So Ron gave him some. It
is pitch dark out except for the Milky
Way. The camp is all dark and quiet
except for a few giggly girls on a
blanket nearby. Don't know where
Jeff Trotman ended up. Didn't want
to shine flashlights all over. It is af
ter 10:00 p.m.-really 9:00 out here in
New Mexico. We are near Mexhoma,
just west of the New Mexico/Okla
homa border.

The day began at the "first dark."
According to our wagon master
Parker Lee Maness there are two
darks in a cowboy's day. The late
night when he "stays up late telling
lies" and the 5:00 a.m. fire and coffee
brewing time (more lies). However,
they sure changed their tune to
night-all is dark and quiet. Today
we were up early. It was still dark.
We all rolled out for a visit to the lit
tle yellow house on wheels, then
commenced to strike our tents. Most
are fairly easy. I've discovered new
tent stakes that work a whole lot eas
ier than the ones I have. Jeff had
some that are a thinner metal and
screw into the ground. Finally we
took time to grab a cup of coffee the
cowboys made (under protest I might
add). Guess they thought we could
start the day without coffee.

More people arrived. Marion
McGlohon from Ulysses came and
joined us. She was riding only for the
morning. Mter a doughnut, Jeff
dressed up in an 1847 dragoon coat
and hat. He had been recruited as a
part of Don Hutchison's unit of sol
diers. Don came prepared to outfit an
entire patrol-mostly the young cow
boys and some of the girls. Jeff was
concerned about his horse causing a
rodeo. He hadn't been ridden much
in the past year until lately. His
horse is a strong-built sorrel quarter
horse. My horse was tied to the hitch
ofour trailer while he finished off the
alfalfa hay and Jeff tied his horse to
the other side of the hitch for me to
watch while he moved his pickup
and trailer to the outside of the pas
ture-Ha! His horse proceeded to
hook his reins (they were extra
heavy leather) on the hitch ball and
when I reached to lift them away
from the hitch he jerked back so hard
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that he pulled the trailer off the
blocks. Oh boy! My horse was being
pulled along with the trailer right to
ward me. Finally the headstall broke
and Jeffs horse shied away bridle
less. Several cowboys came to help. 1
got the bridle loose and tried to catch
him as he just stood a little way off.
But nothing doing-I was a stranger.
He took off, cowboys chasing. Finally
one had to rope him. 1 was embar
rassed but I cut some leather strings
off my saddle and Jeff rerigged the
bridle. It worked the rest of the day.
By the way, Jeff made a pretty good
soldier!

The day was beautiful but seemed
awfully warm for this altitude this
time ofyear. I didn't put a coat on un
til later-to keep off the sun for the
most part. Sure is nice to have the
saddle bags-I keep all the little good
ies I might need in them-€ven one of
the yellow raincoats. 1 had tried it
out one day back home in the rain to
be sure that Cimarron didn't mind
the thing. He is an experienced
ranch horse so guess he's been there
and done that. We traveled west
from the Kenton Highway by the
Fort Nichols sign. Ruts here are
quite plain with 4-5 parallel. I re
member when I visited here as a
child I never could see the remains of
the Trail. Today the swales are easy
to see. This wet summer left the
grass in the ruts still green although
usually by now it is brown. We took
quite a while to get the wagons and
riders lined out. We had quite a
number of people join us this morn
ing. One heavy wagon from Council
Grove was left behind. The horses
pulling it were not up to such a heavy
load as that Bain wagon. They did
not appear to be draft animals-not
sure what they were. The Council
Grove people led the team individu
ally and all their animals and people
were still with us. Mary rode a pinto
and rode with me a while. Our horses
seemed to like to be together. She
complained she hadn't seen any rat
t!'esnakes. I commented 1 was sur
prised we hadn't since it was so
warm. (The past two weeks at home
on the North Fork of the Cimarron
near Ulysses 1 had seen several rat
tlesnakes.) A few minutes later I
heard a buzz and Cimarron shied. I
looked at his right hoof in time to re
alize he'd apparently stepped on the
thing. Mary was all excited, got
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down from her horse yelling "rattle
snake," grabbed the umbrella from
the buggy, and proceeded to hunt the
snake. She wanted him LIVE in her
ice chest on the back of the buggy!
Her companions finally talked her
out of it. Cimarron jumped at a few
grasshoppers after that but he set
tled down quickly. He's pretty expe
rienced at all this it appears.

We watered at the windmill and
he sure drank a lot. Found out in a
hurry he either learns quickly or he
already knew that windmills meant
water tanks. Whenever a windmill
appeared he beelined straight for the
tank. Brings to mind that until a per
son is put in a place where a neces
sity must be planned for, we cannot
appreciate how easy it is to go to the
kitchen faucet, or refrigerator and
get cold water at any hour of the day
(including both "darks"). At one of
the last windmills 1made sure to ask
someone to refill my canteen from
the pipe filling the tank. (I did get my
canteen filled last night when Ron
took me to the Lake Carl Etling
"showers." There I nearly cut my
thumb off trying to cut a plastic tag
off my boots after my shower! But I
had Band-Aids in my saddlebags.
Bled all over.) Soon after leaving
camp this morning we were travel
ing over some beautiful ruts (big
swales) and an airplane made sev
eral passes over us. Someone
thought they were videoing us so the
wagons each drove in a rut, side by
side. The early morning sun made
the ridges really show up. The cav
alry patrol had been practicing ma
neuvers on the prairie beside us so
they all lined up for the camera as if
they were watching the wagons roll
by.

Before we reached Camp Nichols,
the Forest Service mule train joined
us when we intersected a dirt road.
They gave quite a show (same ones
we had seen at Middle Spring). The
animals are magnificent, a cross be
tween a jack and a Belgian someone
said. The "cavalry" rode ahead of us.
Actually we lost sight of them for
quite a while. Claimed they were
chasing the Indians away. As we
came over the hill to Camp Nichols,
we could see quite a crowd gathered,
lots of vehicles farther away and the
Stars and Stripes flying over the ru
ins. The cavalry had ridden on ahead
while we detoured through pasture
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gates but we were on the hill to the
east when we saw the patrol ride into
the camp in twos. They then all lined
up facing the large crowd and sa
luted. Heard later they had inter
rupted Mark Gardner's program.
Marion Sloan Russell was there and
just as the wagon train rolled up the
slope to the site of Camp Nichols
David Hutchison told the crowd to
turn around and greet the incoming
wagon train. We were quite a sight
but I really think that the mule train
stole the show. They are impressive
and really do provide a service in the
wilderness areas.

We were grateful for a break. My
doughnut was long gone but the fried
chicken dinner hit the spot. Mark
Gardner sang again and a group of
Mennonite children sang also. What
a showl Thank goodness, the little
yellow portapotties had followed us,
rather proceeded us (didn't mean
they had a team and came along on
the Trail). Bushes in this area are
rather short. Only scrub cedar
around Camp Nichols. You know
modern machines have spoiled us.
Until our modern age most people
needed animals to help them work.
Depending on animals is rather like
raising a child. You have to be aware
at all times. Jeffand I took turns eat
ing lunch and holding the horses. M
ter the trailer wouldn't hold his
horse we knew a scrubby cedar tree
wouldn't. Besides, the only ones
available were already taken by
more mannerly horses. Some people
hobbled their horses but I saw one
doing a hopping run and then break
the hobble and run off. By now the
weather is getting warmer. I really
tanked up on water but am still
thirsty. The water in the canteen is
lukewarm. But still ... I think I must
have died and gone to heaven. I have
always dreamed of having a horse
and being a part of the old West
(watched too many Roy Rogers and
John Wayne movies growing up I
guess). And here we are doing just
that.

As the wagon train left Camp
Nichols, the reduced force patrol
ceremoniously closed the post. I
think the younger "soldiers" had de
serted! Those wool uniforms were a
little warm!

The afternoon was long and hot.
We spent more time off the Trail, fol
lowing dirt roads and crossing CRP
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grasslands. We even used the high
way near David Hutchison's house.
He saddled his horse and joined us
there. At the last water tank before
we stopped for the day near Mex
homa, one of the young cowboys was
knocked off his feet into the water
tank by his horse. For a while we
thought it must have broken his leg.
Someone had a cellular phone and
we were close enough to the highway
that one of the helpers was flagged to
help take the young man to Clayton
to the hospital. Just imagine what it
might have been like if we didn't
have help nearby like that.

As soon as I arrived at our new
campsite, I left Cimarron tied to the
horse trailer and went with Ron to
our camper parked over at McDon
ald's Ranch house by McNees Cross
ing where I showered and dressed to
go into Clayton to the banquet.
When we returned so late I nearly
decided to stay at the camper with
Ron, but I am glad I didn't.
Sunday, Sept. 28

The night was eventful after I
shut out the light in the tent. I
wasn't asleep yet when a brisk wind
came up. My tent was really flap
ping. Cowboys next to me hammered
down their tent stakes again. A few
tents blew down, but my stakes held.
I was more nervous about the horses
when they started stomping and
bumping the portable corrals. There
was not anything between their cor
ral and my tent. I felt pretty vulner
able. Found out in the morning that
one of the cowboys roared out of the
tent next to mine and tripped over
the stake line and nearly fell on my
tent trying to get to the corrals to
stop one horse from kicking another.
The horses sounded as if the corral
would come apart anytime. I told
him I was too busy deciding how to
get out of my tent so I wouldn't get
trampled. Cimarron stayed cool
throughout the excitement. They
took "Bay" out of the pen and just
tied him outside. He was limping
this morning-eowboy told us he was
a show horse worth about $15,000.
They use their regular stock for
"dude" rides.

We did not break camp really fast
like yesterday. It was at least
lighter, cooler and cloudy-no Rev
eille-Corp. Don slept in. We found
three blackened enamel pots of cof
fee on the fire on the way to the little
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yellow house on wheels. (Ran out of
toilet paper. Now partial rolls show
up-everyone donating their own
rolls to the cause. I had one in my
saddle bags.)

Someone broke out the cold left
over doughnuts, had one of those in
my mouth when I learned we would
be having breakfast burritos. They
had chunks of cheese and peppers in
them. Wow! I've been wondering how
in the world those cowboys manage
on doughnuts. One of the burritos
was enough!

Finally, we had everything
packed up. I stowed my gear in the
front of our horse trailer. Cimarron
let me know he wanted oats right
away. However, the scamp made a
swipe at my elbow as I was cinching
him up. He really wasn't interested
in another long day. I tried to tell
him it would be short, but....

Corp. Hutchison got out his uni
forms again and recruited more sol
diers (and some of the young women)
for patrol duty. Jeffjoined again. The
air was brisk and cloudy. I was al
most too cool. I left my jacket in the
Blazer last night so had only a denim
long-sleeved shirt. Don recruited our
German fellow Trail traveler, Lu
ther, and he wore a general's coat,
Mexican War era. When troops were
ordered to mount up, they discovered
he didn't have a horse to ride (he had
ridden for a while yesterday). Some
one asked where his horse was and
he said the Mexicans shot it. Later
the horse riders shifted again and
Luther was mounted when we ar
rived at McNees Crossing.

We only had four miles to ride so
we were not in any hurry to start. I
think the younger ones' horses were
worn out before we started.

Today we only had three wagons
and the buggy. We had quite a
number of extra horseback riders. A
cowboy preacher joined us on his
horse. He is to preach later. So many
impressions fill my mind as I remem
ber the ride this morning. The cool
fresh breeze, the feeling of being free
from responsibilities of home. The
open spaces as we travel-not en
closed in a vehicle of some kind.

I tried taking the camera yester
day and every time I took a shot, I
could see Cimarron's ears in the
viewfinder. I'm curious to see if they
show up in the pictures. Cimarron
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moved right at the moment I
snapped the pictures, will probably
give a whole new meaning to the
phrase "moving picture."

The Trail is sandier today. Some
of the time we were not actually on
ruts we could see as we had to follow
fence lines to get to a certain gate to
the next pasture. The cavalry prac
ticed maneuvers in the field again.
One almost lost his seat when his
horse reared. Too many oats I guess.

The closer we got to the end of our
journey the thinner the clouds be
came. We topped the hill east of
McNees Crossing and 6 or 7 swales
converged on the 'narrow rock cross
ing. We were almost there when our
energetic scouts brought word that
we were too early. Oops! We could
not see very many people on the op
posite bank. We had already re
paired the brand new four-strand
barbed wire fence we had cut to enter
this last pasture but we turned the
train around and back-tracked up
the hill. While they reopened the
break in the fence I followed some
riders toward the south and crossed
two swales I hadn't seen. The vegeta
tion this year really made the swales
stand out and amazingly are still
green.

By now the sun is coming out from
behind the clouds as we reach the top
of the hill. We remain just out of
sight of McNees Crossing and wait
an hour for the timing to be right.
Must be like this in the movies! We
visit and share my homemade beef
jerky I [mally remembered to get out
of my saddle bags. Our scouts wore
out their mounts relaying messages
from symposium coordinator to
wagon master and his lieutenants.
Weare given our stage directions
and all take our places. The cavalry
led the way then circled around to
the south. They were strung out in a
line followed by the lead wagon and
finally the riders. I heard we were
being filmed but never did see any
one who might have done so. So
much for show business!

The wagons lined up on the east
bank of the crossing and stayed till
the church services and the wedding
were over (Yes, a real wedding). We
riders crossed the Corrumpa (where
I grew up it was the Beaver River or
North Canadian) on the narrow rock
ledge. We were concerned about
quicksand ifwe got off the ledge. The
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creek had running water today. By
now the sun is nearly overhead and
the air is getting hot. We urged our
mounts up the steep rutted west
bank and tied our horses to our trail
ers which had been relayed from our
starting place by others.

What a mixture ofpeople! We trail
"reenactors" (used very loosely) and
the modern vehicles and pilgrims
(the observers). We all "gathered in
the river" for a church service. The
cowboy preacher admonished us not
to take the Lord's name in vain.
(Good thing he wasn't in camp last
night during the ruckus in the wind
storm.) He also illustrated our lack
offaith by the cowboy who didn't like
the answer to his prayer so asked if
anyone else was up there. "Dona
Tules" (VanAnn Moore) led us in
"Amazing Grace." I always think of
VanAnn Moore as Dona Tules as she
played that character in the stage
show Viva, Santa Fe (written by Jay
Stewart) which showed two summer
seasons six years ago in Hobbs, New
Mexico. I saw the show several times
because our daughter was also a cast
member. VanAnn Moore also por
trays Susan Shelby Magoffin for
Santa Fe Trail addicts.

We all sat on rocks or hay bales in
the bottom of the creek bed (not in
the water). Immediately after serv
ices, we witnessed the wedding. "Su
san Magoffin" (VanAnn Moore) sang,
and "Marion Russell" (Kay Kuhl
man) married Rex Williams. The
Judge of Union County, NM, per
formed the ceremony, and the bride
and groom walked out under a dou
ble row of crossed sabres held by
some of our "cavalry," including Jeff,
Don, and Luther. By now the soldiers
were dripping wet in their dark blue
wool uniforms and hats. Wedding
cake was served from a wagon situ
ated in the river bed.

Most of the rest of the wagon train
had box lunches served to us. The
main order of business was to get the
horses unsaddled and put into the
trailers to return home. One last
drink from the tank by the windmill
before we start for home. Cimarron
was only too willing to oblige.

It was sad to see our caravan dis
solve into the mists of time. It had
been an exciting and eventful three
days on the trail. But now I know
why we have no teamster's diaries
available to read. They didn't have
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time to write about what they were
doing. Those who wrote diaries were
the ones who rode in the carriages all
day and became "costive," or slept
dry in their carriage while their
driver slept in a puddle beneath a
wagon. The teamsters did all the
work. I could hardly find time and
didn't have the energy to write after
a day of feeding and watering the
horse, striking my tent, grabbing a
doughnut and coffee, saddling up,
trying to get astride the horse, riding
18 miles (really a short distance ac
cording to some Trail literature),
stepping on rattlesnakes, setting up
my tent, trying to get cool, finding
enough water for myself and my
horse, figuring out how to keep the
horse from running away on an open
prairie (tent stakes work fairly well),
feeding the horse grain and hay, and
watering the horse. Cimarron and I
are much better acquainted now.
But the diary has become more a rec
ollection. I have a much greater ap
preciation for the dangers and hard
work those freighters and adventur
ers faced. But I'd do it again. Rumor
has it the "ghost train" might reap
pear again sometime.

FORT LEARNED

-TEACHERS' TRADING POST-

Karla French, Editor

I T is an honor to serve as chair ofthe
SFTA education committee and as
sume the duties of guest editor for
this column. I hope that you educa
tors out there teaching about the
Santa Fe Trail in your classrooms
will contribute your ideas and news
so we might share them in WT. I
have discovered that teachers are
some of the most enthusiastic dis
persers of "Trail mania."

My e-mail address at school is
cfrench.hk@kep1.pld.com; at home it
is kkfrench@pld.com. Snail mail for
Trail mail is Karla French, PO Box
632, Ulysses, KS 67880.

Several teachers and I are now en
gaged in a special Trails Project, the
subject of my first column.

TRAILS PROJECT

The theme of the Technology
Innovation Challenge Grant of the
Department of Education, adminis
tered by Tina Littlejohn and the
Kansas City (MO) School District, is
"Life on the Trail." Students in the
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Trails Project schools will study life
on the Santa Fe Trail from a child's
perspective, including life in their
own community now compared to
175 years ago. Students will use an
integrated curriculum approach,
and they will prepare a group project
to be published on the World Wide
Web.

The Trails Project has been in op
eration for one full school year. More
schools joined in the second year.
Schools along the Oregon Trail par
ticipate in the Oregon Trail Project,
and schools along the Santa Fe Trail
participate in the Santa Fe Trail
Project. First-year schools in the
Santa Fe Trail Project included
Council Grove USD #417; Kansas
City, MO, School District; and Cher
aw School District, Cheraw, CO. Sec
ond-year schools added include La
mar Public Schools, Lamar, CO;
Santa Fe Trail USD # 434, Carbon
dale, KS; Diocese of KC/St. Joseph,
Independence, MO; Las Vegas City
Schools, Las Vegas, NM; and Ulysses
USD # 214, Ulysses, KS.

Community partners include the
Steamboat Arabia Museum, Kansas
City, MO; Apple Computers; Kansas
State Historical Society, Topeka, KS;
Jackson County Historical Society,
Kansas City, MO; National Park
Service Long Distance Trail Center,
Santa Fe, NM; Fort Larned National
Historical Site, Larned, KS; Bent's
Old Fort National Historic Site,
Cheraw, CO; National Frontier
Trails Center, Independence, MO;
Lenexa Historical Society, Lenexa,
KS; Fort Union National Monument,
Watrous, NM; and Boggsville His
toric Site, La Junta, CO.

The objective of the Trails Project
is to integrate technology into the
curriculum and learning experience
of students.· They use the Santa Fe
Trail as the vehicle to achieve the ob
jective. Students will partner with
universities, museums, historical
groups, and interested citizens to
learn about the Santa Fe Trail and
then share their knowledge with oth
ers using technology. Students will
research primary and secondary
sources to study the westward move
ment and its effects on the natural
and built environments.

From November 3-7, 1997, about
thirty educators from the Santa Fe
Trail Project schools met in La
Junta, CO, for a seminar. Cheraw

February 1998

High School students presented
their multimedia project detailing
their living-history experiences at
Bent's Old Fort. They were in eighth
grade when they participated in the
project, researching and preparing
costumes for their experiences. They
used computers and software, plus
digital cameras and scanners pro
vided by the grant monies, to record
and share their findings. The pic
tures relating to the project are
available online at http://trails.
kcmsd.kI2.mo.us/Cheraw/CHERWI
STPAGE.htmL Their presentation
and their research results are re
corded on a CD. Each participating
school complete a similar project
during the present school year.

Truly, the old Santa Fe Trail has
become a part of the information su
perhighway. It is a good way to ac
tively involve students in their own
learning about the Trail and its role
in the history of our country.

During the seminar participants
visited local sites on the Santa Fe
Trail, including Boggsville Restora
tion Site, the Koshare Indian Kiva,
and Bent's Old Fort where we par
ticipated in a period meal. There is
nothing like a cold wintry night in
the courtyard for surveying the
myriads of stars. And, yes, during
the daylight hours we could see the
mountains from Bent's Old Fort. The
blizzard in late October blew away
all the smog on the front range and
we had a spectacular view of the dis
tant Rockies.

The Internet is a super tool to con
nect students with other students
and Trail experts. Educators should
check out http://raven.cc.ukans.edul
heritage/research/sft/ for the Inter
active Santa Fe Trail Homepage and
links to other sites about the Trail.

PAWNEE ROCK BOOKLET
AVAILABLE FROM LCS

SHIELA Sutton Smith, member of
SFTA, compiled Pawnee RockJ a
Brief History of the Rock, in 1986.
The 50-page booklet includes infor
mation about Pawnee Rock during
Trail days and the state historical
park established in 1912.

Smith has generously donated a
number of copies of this publication
to SFTA to sell. It is available
through Last Chance Store for $3.00,
postpaid. Thanks to Smith for this
contribution.
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CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-
John Taylor Hughes, Doniphan's Ex
pedition. Introduction by Joseph G.
Dawson III. Reprint; College Sta
tion: Texas A & M University Press,
1997. xv + 202. Illustrations. Paper,
$16.95 + shipping; available from
Last Chance Store.

Hughes was a private in Colonel
Alexander W. Doniphan's First Mis
souri Mounted Volunteers, 1846
1847 (part of Colonel Stephen Watts
Kearny's Army of the West), which
marched over the Santa Fe Trail to
capture New Mexico and later moved
south to conquer EI Paso and Chi
huahua. A school teacher before the
war, Hughes planned from the be
ginning to write a history of the regi
ment, and this valuable chronicle
was first published in 1847. It re
mains the most detailed and colorful
narrative by an enlisted man of the
expedition. It has been a scarce item
despite other reprints.

This reprint, to commemorate the
150th anniversary of the Mexican
War, is reproduced directly from a
Senate document, published in 1914,
which has small type. There is no in
dex. Anyone wishing to understand
Doniphan's campaign will find this
volume essential reading and appre
ciate its renewed availability.

• • • •
Marc Simmons, Massacre on the
Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the
Apache Wars. College Station: Texas
A&M University Press, 1997. Pp.
xviii + 250. Map, illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. Cloth, $27.95 +
shipping; available from Last
Chance Store.

Marc Simmons has written an
other phenomenal book. There are
few connections with the Trail (the
McComas family traveled to New
Mexico by rail, following the historic
route), but this book will charm gen
eral readers and scholars alike, be
ing a detective story and one of the
best-crafted historical narratives
about a tragic incident from the In
dian wars. There are sufficient ele
ments of murder, mystery, drama,
intrigue, fate, emotion, persever
ance, and hope to captivate anyone.

The incident, fairly well-known in
the annals of the Apache wars, was
the murder, by a raiding party led by
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John Miller Morris, El Llalw Esta
cado: Exploration and Imagination
on the High Plains of Texas and New
Mexico, 1536-1860. Austin: Texas
State Historical Association, 1997.
Pp. x + 414. Maps, illustrations,
notes, bibliography, index. Cloth,
$39.95.

El Llano Estacado ( the Staked

Chief Chato, of Hamilton C. and Ju
niata (Ware) McComas, March 28,
1883, and the capture of their 6-year
old son, Charley (whose fate was
never determined). Little more than
that was known until now. Simmons
has provided the background of the
McComas family and the Apaches
involved, examined how they hap
pened to meet on that fateful day,
and explained what happened after
ward. The search for little Charley is
an unprecedented story.

Anyone who has done historical
research will be amazed at the re
sources Simmons examined, the tre
mendous good luck he had in finding
them, and how well they fit together.
Simmons exhibits an unusual ability
to cut through the rhetoric of pri
mary sources and get to the reality of
a situation. The result is a model of
research and writing that any histo
rian, amateur or professional, should
emulate. It is worthy of and should
be nominated for a Pulitzer Prize.

Eliza P. Donner Houghton, The Ex
pedition of the Donner Party and Its
Tragic Fate. Introduction by Kristin
Johnson. Reprint; Lincoln: Univer
sity of Nebraska Press, 1997. Pp.
xxxiv + 375. Illustrations, appendi
ces, index. Paper, $16.00.

The Donner Party tragedy of 1846
continues to fascinate students of
the West. This volume, by the
daughter of George and Tamsen
Donner, was first published in 1911.

. Eliza was only four when she
survived the ill-fated expedition, but
she interviewed others and studied
published accounts to satisfy her
own curiosity and tell the "truth" (as
she understood it or wanted it to be)
about what happened. There are
more recent books that better relate
the details of the tragedy in the
Sierra Nevada, but this one contains
a participant's deliberative account,
information about the survivors, and
more than 50 illustrations. It is a
minor classic and recommended.

••••
Dorothy Hart Kroh, Morris, 1821
1997: A Community on the Ft. Leav
enworth Military Road to the Santa
Fe Trail. Kansas City, KS: Morris
Association for Family & Commu
nity Education, 1997. Pp. x + 244.
Maps, illustrations, notes, index.
Cloth.

SFTA member Dorothy Kroh com
piled this community history to com
memorate the 57th anniversary of
the Morris FCE, 10th anniversary of
SFTA, and 175th anniversary of the
Santa Fe Trail. Morris is located in
Wyandotte County, KS, on the south
side of the Kansas River, 12 miles
from it mouth.

Topics covered include the Fort
Leavenworth Military Road (re
cently marked by the Kansas City
Area Historic Trails Association),
trading posts, mission schools, agri
culture, settlement, public schools,
railroads, businesses, social life, and
4-H. The Morris Association for
Family and Community Education
(FCE) evolved out of the Morris
Farm Bureau, founded in 1939.

This handsome and informative
volume is an obvious labor of love.
Dorothy and husband Lee, who did
the photography and mapping, can
well be proud of this sound study of
local history.

Serious students of the Trail have
an abiding curiosity about the His
panic culture of the Southwest.
Nearly 30 years ago, folklorist
Garcia (professor of languages at
New Mexico Highlands University)
began interviewing the native
Spanish-speaking people who had
lived in the villages along the Rio Pu
erco, that were largely abandoned by
the 1950s. This book, the title of
which means "a long time ago," sup
plements three other books by
Garcia about Hispanic folk life. It
contains folk sayings, riddles, sto
ries, poems, ballads, songs, and let
ters, each item in Spanish with Eng
lish translation.

The devotion to the Catholic
Church that sustained their lives is
evident throughout. The earthy di
chos (sayings), ax murder of Juan
Valdez, a charming letter of rejection
(to a marriage proposal), and "La Cu
caracha," Pancho Villa's jalopy, will
interest and delight most readers
with no knowledge of Spanish.

-Bonita M. Oliva

••••

Plain), the largest plain in the U.S.,
had many Santa Fe Trail connec
tions, including the expeditions of
Coronado, Onate, the Mallet broth
ers, Pedro Vial, and others; Ran
dolph Marcy's exploration, Josiah
Gregg's Santa Fe Trail from Fort
Smith and along the Canadian
River, and the writings of Albert
Pike and George Wilkins Kendall;
John Pope's search for artesian
wells; and homeland to Plains tribes
which harassed Trail travelers.

In this meticulous examination of
exploration, Miller offers thoughtful
insight into Llano geography and the
evolution of the meaning of these
plains to Euro-Americans. Anyone
with more than a passing interest in
the Llano Estacado will appreciate
this scholarly work.

• • • •

Nasario Garcia, Mas Antes: Hispanic
Folklore of the Rio Puerco Valley.
Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico
Press. 1997. Pp. xi + 187. Map, illus
trations, appendix. Cloth, $24.95;
paper, $12.95.

Richard Flint and Shirley Cushing
Flint, eds., The Coronado Expedition
to Tierra Nueva: The 1540-1542
Route Across the Southwest. Niwot:
University Press of Colorado, 1997.
Pp. xix + 442. Maps, illustrations,
notes, bibliography, index. Cloth,
$45.00.

This publication contains the lat
est scholarship on the Coronado Ex
pedition, as noted in Richard Flint's
article in Wagon Tracks, XI (Aug.
1997), 3-4. More than 20 scholars
contributed to this collection, sum
marizing the most recent findings
about Coronado and providing the
launch pad for work that remains to
be done. There are still more ques
tions than answers about Coronado's
route to and from Quivira.

This volume is up-to-date; John
Morris's El Llalw Estacada, re
viewed above, is included in the ref
erences. Joseph P. Sanchez provided
a chapter on historiography for each
of the five sections. The Flints con
tributed articles as well as editing
the collection. Their chapter on the
"Rio ·de Cicuye Bridge," 262-277, is
evidence of their proficiency. Be
cause Coronado's journey to present
Kansas touched portions of what be
came the Santa Fe Trail, it is of in
terest to Trail aficionados.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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TRADE RANCHES ON THE FORT RILEY-FORT LARNED ROAD,
PART I: THE OTHER RANCH AT WALNUT CREEK

by David K. Clapsaddle

(SFTA Ambassador David Clapsad
dle, Larned, KS, is program director
of the WetlDry Routes Chapter. He
has written extensively about con
necting routes in the Santa Fe Trail
network, including the roads from
Fort Leavenworth, Fort Riley, Fort
Hays, and Kit Carson, CO. He has
provided leadership in marking the
routes and sites along the Wet and
Dry routes and the Fort Hays-Fort
Dodge Road. This is the first article
in a three-part series.)

Introduction

TRADING ranches along the Santa
Fe Trail were important to those who
traveled the route, and the history of
many of these has been recorded.
Louise Barry, for example, wrote
about the ranches at the Little Ar
kansas, Cow Creek, Walnut Creek,
Great Bend, and Cimarron Crossing
(see Wagon Tracks, III [Feb. 1989]:
8). Ranches also were established a
long the connecting routes, and these
are also a part of Trail history. This
series looks at those established on
the Fort Riley-Fort Larned Road.

Departing Fort Riley on May 15,
1860, troops under the command of
Major John Sedgwick followed the
Smoky Hill River westward to pres
ent Kanopolis, Kansas. Crossing the
river at that point, the column took a
southwesterly course to strike the
established route of the Santa Fe
Trail east of Pawnee Rock. From
that juncture, Sedgwick marched his
men on to Camp Alert, soon to be re
located and renamed Fort Larned.

This campaign, known as the Co
manche-Kiowa Expedition, followed
what became the Fort Riley-Fort
Larned Road. This road, fired used
extensively by the army during the
early days of the Civil War, became
the route of the Kansas Stage Com
pany for weekly delivery of mail be
tween Junction City and Fort
Larned in 1862. In 1866, with the ar
rival of the Union Pacific Railway,
Eastern Division, at Junction City,
the road became both the eastern leg
of the Santa Fe Trail and the route of
the Barlow and Sanderson Company
which superseded the Kansas Stage
Company with triweekly mail deliv-
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eries from Junction City to Santa Fe
by way of Fort Larned.

Travelers on the Fort Riley-Fort
Larned Road had access at the east
ern terminus to provisions at Fort
Riley and nearby Junction City. To
the west were the villages of Abilene
and Salina; but farther west there
were no towns. Several trading posts
or ranches were established beyond
Salina to meet the needs of those
traveling this route. These were lo
cated at Walnut Creek, two miles
east of present Great Bend; Smoky
Hill River, near present Kanopolis;
and Elm Creek, near present Bavar
ia, Kansas.

The Other Ranch at Walnut Creek

En route to the mountains with
two wagon loads of trade goods in
1855, William Allison and Francis
Boothe stopped at the Walnut Creek
crossing on the Santa Fe Trail east of
present Great Bend, Kansas. Their
mules having "give out," they de
cided to proceed no farther. They un
loaded their wagons and began to
sell the merchandise to passing trav
elers and Indians. Such was the
genesis of the well-documented
ranch at Walnut Creek. Subsequent
to Allison and Boothe, the ranch was
operated by a series of proprietors,
including George Peacock, Charles
Rath, and Joseph Douglass.

Not nearly so well known was an
other ranch at Walnut Creek oper
ated by Wilhelm (William) Greiffen
stein, also known as Dutch Bill. Born
in Germany in 1829, he was caught
up in the political unrest which
swept western Europe in 1848. He
was arrested for participating in a
so-called railroad riot. Though
cleared of the charges, he subse
quently emigrated to the United
States. He first settled at the Ger
man enclave of Hermann, Missouri,
where he found a home with his un
cle and employment in a general
store. The following year he moved
with his uncle's family to St. Louis
where he continued his trade as a
clerk.

In 1850 the young immigrant
moved to Westport where he again
was employed as a clerk. There he
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discovered opportunities for busi
ness in nearby Indian Territory,
present Kansas. There, also, he be
came acquainted with Joe Boinett
with whom he formed a partnership
to open a trading establishment on
the Wakarusa River near present
Eudora, Kansas. The site selected for
the store was a fortunate choice be
cause the area was populated by
Delawares on the north side of the
river and by Shawnees on the south.
Of added advantage was the nearby
Wakarusa Shawnee Mission and the
ferry at the confluence of the Waka
rusa and Kansas rivers operated by
Paschal Fish.

Not content to follow the life of a
sedentary shopkeeper, Greiffenstein
left the store in his partner's hands
and undertook a trading expedition,
in 1852, south into present Okla
homa. Accompanied by Shawnee
guides, he journeyed deep into Co
manche country near the Texas bor
der and returned to the Wakarusa
pleased with his profits.

In 1854 he sold his interest in the
store and joined a group of traders
and government officials traveling to
the Southwest to reconnoiter the
country for the establishment of In
dian reservations and trading posts.
He traded with Indians in New Mex
ico. Returning to newly-organized
Kansas Territory, Greiffenstein situ
ated himself west of the infant town
of Topeka and engaged in trade with
the Pottawatomies.

In 1858 he was summoned back to
Germany because of his father's fail
ing health. In the subsequent year,
he buried his father, settled the es
tate, and returned to Kansas where
he resumed trade with the Pottawa
tomies at St. Marys, Kansas Terri
tory, and established a headquarters
for trading expeditions westward to
the Cheyenne country of the Smoky
Hill Valley.

During 1859-1860 Greiffenstein
became acquainted with J. R. Mead,
who in the previous year had estab
lished a trading ranch on the Saline
River near present Tescott, Kansas.
At the time of their first meeting,
Mead recalled that Greiffenstein
was accompanied by a partner
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named Hohneck and a Cheyenne
woman. Mead's reference was to
Ernst Hohneck, like Greiffenstein a
German immigrant. The woman was
Greiffenstein's wife, Cheyenne Jen
ny, later to figure prominently in the
sad story of Clara and Willie Blinn
who were killed during George A.
Custer's attack on Black Kettle's
Washita village, November 27,1868.

In 1860 Greiffenstein dissolved
his partnership with Hohneck and
moved to Walnut Creek. He may
have been associated with the stage
company operating over the Santa
Fe Trail. Mead recalled meeting him
there in that year and also in 1862,
when a group of Southerners return
ing from the gold fields of Colorado
raided Salina, terrorized the citizen
ry, looted the stores, and drove off
the stock. Continuing southwest on
the Fort Riley-Fort Larned Road, the
brigands raided the Farris Ranch
four miles east of present Kanopolis
and the Page-Lehman Ranch at the
Smoky Hill River crossing where
Fort Ellsworth was later estab
lished. West of the Smoky Hill, they
stopped an eastbound stage, emptied
the mail sacks, drove off the mules,
and left the hapless passengers
afoot. Recalling the incident, Mead
wrote, "Among the passengers was
William Greiffenstein, known on the
plains as 'Dutch Bill' who had a little
trading establishment on Walnut
Creek."

Robert Wright, who traversed the
Santa Fe Trail in 1863, also remem
bered Greiffenstein at Walnut
Creek. He wrote, "The ranches in
those days were few and far between.
Beyond the Grove were Peacock's
ranch at Cow Creek, Allison's ranch
at Walnut Creek and also that of
William Greiffenstein with whom I
afterwards had the pleasure to serve
with in the house of representa
tives." Wright, never known for his
memory, wrongly placed Peacock at
Cow Creek. One hopes he was cor
rect about Greiffenstein's presence
at Walnut Creek.

Matt Thomson, who was at Wal
nut Creek in 1864, wrote, "we were
in camp at the upper crossing of the
Walnut at which point Dutch Bill
had located a small trading post."
Thomson went on to relate that Phil
Block, an associate of Greiffenstein,
married to Cheyenne Jenny's sister,
warned him to "break camp and
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don't stop this side of the Smoky Hill.
The Indians are going on the war
path." Thomson and his party, heed
ing Block's warning, fled northward
beyond the Smoky Hill River where
they were joined by a stock tender
employed at the stage station located
at Greiffenstein's ranch. His news?
Block's prediction had proved true.
The Indians had struck.

Other accounts described the
1864 depredation in some detail, es
pecially that of Louise Barry in her
well-researched article, "The Ranch
at Walnut Creek Crossing." Arriving
at Walnut Creek on May 16, a small
band of Cheyennes warned Charles
Rath, then proprietor of the ranch
originally established by Allison and
Boothe, that others of their tribe, not
so well disposed, were headed in his
direction. Taking Rath's Cheyenne
wife, Making Out Road, they made a
hasty departure. Rath loaded his
trade goods on a passing caravan
and stayed to wait out the storm. The
following day Rath watched help
lessly from the roof of his store as
Cheyennes drove away stock belong
ing to Postmaster John Dodds, the
stage company, and himself.

The Cheyennes continued east on
the Santa Fe Trail to the Curtis-Cole
Ranch near present-day Ellinwood.
There they drove off the stock and
warned Frank Cole that they in
tended to kill every white man on the
road to Santa Fe. Turning north, the
Cheyennes proceeded to the Cow
Creek station on the Fort Riley-Fort
Larned Road where they killed Suel
D. Walker, a stage company em
ployee.

The Prater brothers, John J. and
C. L., also employed at the Cow
Creek station, raced to the safety of
Salina. Rath and his companions re
treated to Fort Larned, and Greiffen
stein apparently did likewise. Troops
were soon stationed at points along
the Fort Riley-Fort Larned Road, in
cluding Salina, the crossing of the
Smoky Hill (which became Fort Ells
worth, later Fort Harker), and Wal
nut Creek (which became Camp
Dunlap, later Fort Zarah). It may be
presumed that Rath and Greiffen
stein returned to their ranches when
Camp Dunlap was established about
mid-June. The camp was named
Fort Zarah on July 28, 1864. Rath
became the post sutler or trader and
apparently remained there until he
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sold his business to Joseph W. Doug
lass in 1867. Greiffenstein did not re
main at Walnut Creek so long, but
his activities after the Cheyenne raid
were more difficult to ascertain.

The Smoky Hill and Republican
Union, Junction City, July 9, 1864,
reported the following: "Mr. Charles
Rath has sold the Walnut Creek
Ranch to Messrs. Ennis & Graffen
stein.... Mr. Rath has had a good
trade there and made money, and we
wish his successors equal success."
Whether this was rumor or fact has
not been determined. Whatever the
correctness of the article, Greiffen
stein soon left Walnut Creek. One ac
count declared that he and Chey
enne Jenny fled to J. R. Mead's ranch
on the Walnut River near present
Towanda, where Greiffenstein pro
claimed, "He had been cleaned out by
hostile Indians."

Mead reportedly supplied Greiff
enstein with trade goods, possibly in
1865, and he set forth on a trading
mission into Indian Territory. In a
matter of weeks Greiffenstein was
back for more merchandise. Some
time in 1865 he established a trading
ranch on Cowskin Creek in present
Sedgwick County, KS. In that year
he cleared $5,000. Such success be
lied Mead's original estimate of the
little, weak-eyed immigrant, "Alto
gether he was the last man on earth
one would suppose would ever attain
fame or fortune." From that point on
Greiffenstein did attain a consider
able reputation and accumulated a
substantial fortune. First at his
Cowskin Creek ranch near present
Clearwater, Kansas, and later at his
ranch near Fort Cobb in Indian Ter
ritory, Dutch Bill 'made his mark on
the frontier.

He earned the respect of the Indi
ans with whom he traded, and he
was a trader they trusted. Marshall
Murdock, editor of the Wichita Eagle
and a friend of Greiffenstein, later
recalled that "there was a time when
nearly every worthy Indian in this
part of the country seeking aid or
avoiding trouble could pull from the
recesses of his blanket a dirty, crum
pled letter from Bill Greiffenstein
notifying the public that this was a
good Indian." He was a friend of the
Indian, married to a Cheyenne,
which assuredly helped his trade.

George Bent, who knew Greiffen
stein and Cheyenne Jennie (who
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died in the fall of 1868), said of the
latter, "This woman, Cheyenne Jen
nie, was an invalid, and always trav
eled in an army ambulance which
her husband had bought for her. She
was a fine woman and had often suc
ceeded in recovering white captives
from the Comanches, Kiowas, and
other tribes. She did more good work
in fostering peaceful relations be
tween the Indians and the whites
than many an official or high com
missioner sent out by the govern
ment." She undoubtedly contributed
to her husband's standing among the
Indians.

Military leaders, particularly
General Philip H. Sheridan, held a
different view of the Indian trader.
After Greiffenstein moved to Indian
Territory in 1867, he was suspected
of trading guns to the Indians. This
was probably true, but the sales may
have been authorized by the Indian
agency. Even so Sheridan charged
Greiffenstein with selling guns to
the Cheyennes, which were used for
raids in Kansas and at the Battle of
the Washita. Sheridan ordered the
trader to leave Indian Territory,
threatening to have him shot on
sight.

Greiffenstein denied the charges
but fled to Kansas, leaving others to
dispose of his trade goods. He filed a
claim against the government for his
losses and received compensation.
With the money received from the
claim and sale of his property, he
purchased the trading post of Edwin
H. Durfee near the mouth of the Lit
tle Arkansas River. There he later
joined with other Indian traders, J.
R. Mead, William Mathewson, and
others to establish Wichita, Kansas.

There was a delightful epilogue to
the story. In 1880, when Greiffen
stein was mayor of Wichita, General
Sheridan visited the young town to
give a speech. The two men appeared
together, apparently on friendly
terms, and Sheridan remarked in his
address that he had provided Wich
ita with one of its most important
founders when he exiled Greiffen
stein from Indian Territory nearly a
dozen years before. As Wichita histo
rian Craig Miner observed, Sheridan
"had unwittingly provided the city
with one of its leading citizens, com
plete with the capital to get started
in business." Greiffenstein was one
of the leading businessmen as well
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as a political leader of the rising city.
William Greiffenstein died in

1899 at age 70. He had operated
trading posts at Walnut Creek,
Cowskin Creek, in Indian Territory,
and at the site of Wichita. Although
details of his operation at Walnut
Creek on the Fort Riley-Fort Larned
Road and Santa Fe Trail are sketchy,
perhaps more information about the
other ranch at Walnut Creek will
surface someday.
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-LETTERS-

Editor:
Not long ago we had some cousins

visiting from Johannesburg, South
Africa. They loved NM and Santa Fe
and asked many, many questions.
We were able to answer a lot of them,
but one had us stymied. "What did
the colonials do with waste materials
and what sort of hygiene could they
manage?"

At a recent meeting of Corazon de
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los Caminos Chapter, we had lunch
with Harry Myers. I told him the
foregoing tale of woe. Without hesi
tation, Harry said that Marc Sim
mons had written an article about
that subject about five years ago in
the New Mexico Historical Reuiew.

Next day I went to the library and
found the article by Simmons in the
October 1992 issue, entitled "Hy
giene, Sanitation, and Public Health
in Hispanic New Mexico." It is a first
rate article, as one might expect. Is
n't that Harry wonderful? How does
he do it? Thank you for your fine
work with Wagon Tracks.

Doris and Larry Lyons
905 Calle Arco

Santa Fe NM 87501
Editor:

The research articles and infor
mation published in Wagon Tracks
have contributed to my understand
ing and appreciation for the SFT.
The Association is doing a great job.
Thanks to all concerned.

Richard W. Poole
815 S Shumard Dr

Stillwater OK 74074
Editor:

My renewal enclosed plus a new
subscription (gift) for Hilda and Lou
ise, the University of Missouri Vet
erinary School mules featured in the
November issue of WT. Though ma
ture, they are "youth age," thus the
$15.00 rate. Hee Haw-OK?

Virginia Fisher
Arrow Rock MO 65320

Hilda and Louise are welcome. We
hope to hear more from them.

Editor
Editor:

Wonderful issue of WT. All who
are involved seem more and more a
family. I feel pretty far away but do
spend 6-8 weeks in Santa Fe in win
ter. A good group there. Thanks for
all you do to make it a fine organiza
tion.

Connie Pace
PO Box 1255

Damariscotta ME 04543
Editor:

While not active in any particular
way, I enjoy being a member ofSFTA
and reading Wagon Tracks in par
ticular, and I appreciate the effort of
those making the Association work.

Rod Smith
2763 Fawn Grove Ct

Colorado Springs CO 80906
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TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-TRAFFIC IN VERSE-

Sandra M. Doe, Editor

THIS column was omitted from the
last issue, but your "found poems,"
made with names from Autograph
Rock or Signature Rock which sym
posium participants visited, are still
wanted.This column also seeks qual
ity poetry that demonstrates authen
tic emotion, original images, and
skill in craftsmanship. Poetry, in
open or closed form, which addresses
the history, realism, romance, and
diversity of the Trail should be sent
to Sandra M. Doe, Dept. of English,
Campus Box 32, Metropolitan State
College of Denver, PO Box 173362,
Denver CO 80217-3362.

The following four poems are by
Patricia Wellingham-Jones, a Cali
fornia poet whose work has appeared
in numerous publications. She has
visited New Mexico and the South
west for over 30 years. In these po
ems, she demonstrates the sensitiv
ity of her profession as a psychology
researcher and writer, addressing
the life and travels of women as ex
pressed in Down the Santa Fe Trail
and into Mexico: The Diary of Susan
Shelby Magoffin, 1846-1847.

In "Jane Laments" she takes the
viewpoint of Susan's maid, Jane,
whose last name was never men
tioned; "A Lark for Susan" takes its
title from Susan's inclination to note
and write about tiny details, "even
larks." 'We Women of Vegas" imag
ines the meeting of Susan with the
women of Las Vegas from their point
of view. Finally, "La Tules of Santa
Fe" speculates on the image and in
ner life of Dona Tules.

• • • •
JANE'S LAMENT

They always said she was
the first American white woman
to cross the Santa Fe Trail.
I suppose she was.
setting her little foot into
that carriage and dashing off.

Iwas there. too.

I served her faithfully.
snatched her back when she
almost stepped on a snake.
bathed her forehead. boiled the

water
and cried at Bent's Fort
that sad day.

We laughed together. filled our arms
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with spring wildflowers on the
boundless Plains and
hung strips of buffalo meat
to dry by the Arkansas.

Ah yes. she was the first American
white woman

to cross the Santa Fe Trail
but Iwas there. too.
yet my great-great-grandchildren
won't even know my name.

• • • •
A LARK FOR SUSAN

Some say she had it easy on the Trail.
traveling to Santa Fe in private car

riage splendor.
husband and maid devoted to her

comfort.
Compared to her sisters on the Ore-

gon Trail
and the Mormons sharing husband.
hardship and handcart.
Some would be right.
We who have borne children
know different.

A lark for Susan.
the intense interest of the young and

untried.
the hopes and joys of new marriage
and all the time. she knew, she knew.
She wrote her way West.
scratch scratching in her journal.
words self-conscious. aware of
the eyes likely to read. her eyes
clear and sharp. focusing now on the
large events. now on tiny things.
wildflowers. river pebbles.
yes. even larks.

In the custom of the day.
she wrote of feeling ill.
frequent visits by Dr. Masere.
just one hint about women's com-

plaints
until at Bent's Fort. in a
red mist of agony and pain.
she delivered up her firstborn.
far too early. far too dead.

AImost a week in bed.
weakened by white man's wisdom.
she marveled at the Indian woman

below.
Popped out a healthy baby with
minimum fuss, a half hour later
carried a bundle to the Arkansas,
broke a hole in the ice and washed
herself and hardy infant.

Susan's journey continued.
she choked in the dust behind hun

dreds of animals.
flew off a cliff. got drenched by the

rain.
left one land for another and
scratch scratched in her journal.
Some say she had it easy. yet
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she only lived a few more years and
Iwonder if all the time
she knew. she knew.

• • • •
WE WOMEN OF VEGAS

Aiee. the woman is a strange one.
She sits among us in our cool adobe

walls.
wrapped in fine cloth from her neck
to her toes. her bodice
so tight she could strangle.
her skirt of many layers drags in the

dust.

We women of Vegas move about our
work

in comfort. our cotton garments loose.
the blue rebozo covers all.
Maria suckles the new baby.
little Juanita stands on his toes for his

share.
Elena pats the tortillas. blue corn in
honor of our distinguished guest. and
Dona Ana tries to understand
her Spanish. her talk.

We are polite. We do not stare
like the people on the streets.
We murmur softly. gaze at the floor.
look through the corners of our eyes at
her pale rosy skin as we
offer her our tobacco wrapped in

corn husks
and try not to laugh at her face.

She. too. is polite.
She swallows our food though we can

see
she doesn't like it.
wipes her mouth a hundred times
with a small square of white cloth
and says gracias, gracias as she

leaves.
Aiee. the woman is a strange one.

• • • • •
LA rULES OF SANTA FE

She swoops.
red ruffles at
hem of skirt
flash high.
scarlet lips frame teeth
bared in a smile of ferocity.
Dark eyes and fingers
snap orders.
survey the cards.
amuse patrons who,
intrigued with her
not-quite-niceness.
search pockets
for more silver.
gulp their whiskey.
deal again.
Young man's descent into
the "hall of final ruin"
deliciously easy.
part of the game.
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WHEN RAILS REPLACED THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by Ellis J. Smith

(SFTA member Ellis Smith, Colum
bia, MO, is a career engineer with an
interest in western history and rail
roads. He never worked for a railroad
but has numerous family members
who have. It is a family joke that,
while Ellis never worked for the rail
road, he at least became an engineer.
His source for information about the
AT&SF in this essay is Keith L. Bry
ant, Jr., History of the Atchison, To
peka and Santa Fe Railway [Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1982],
1-63.)

I T is tempting for those who revere
the Santa Fe Trail to just say the
railroad brought an end to the Trail,
and not concern themselves with the
railroad. This may be shortsighted,
for it treats the Trail as an isolated
historical occurrence. In reality the
Trail was part of the continuing
story of transportation in the United
States, of which rail, modern high
way, and air transport are simply
more recent developments.

The fmal 35 years of the nine
teenth century were a time of great
industrial development, and no
where was this more spectacular
than the railroads. As Trail enthusi
asts know, as rail lines built west
ward across the plains, the Santa Fe
Trail was shortened accordingly. The
Union Pacific, Eastern Division
(later Kansas Pacific) was first to
build across Kansas, although north
of the Santa Fe Trail. One railroad,
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe
(AT&SF), followed more closely the
route of the historic Santa Fe Trail,
building along the Mountain Route
to Lamy, NM, with a spur into Santa
Fe in 1880.

The AT&SF dated from November
24, 1863, and an early company bro
chure showed a proposed route from
Atchison through Topeka to Fort
Dodge and then southwest, roughly
following the Cimarron Route of the
Santa Fe Trail. Realization of the
proposed railroad was slow in com
ing, requiring sixteen years for con
struction to reach Las Vegas, NM.
There were practical and fmancial
reasons. While federal and state gov
ernments gave railroads generous
land grants for rail construction, it
was up to the railroads to generate
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revenue for construction and to
make themselves attractive candi
dates for investment.

Initially, in Kansas, the AT&SF
looked on a map more like a north
south than an east-west railroad.
This pattern was dictated by the
need to generate as much revenue as
possible, and settled areas in Kansas
were decidedly in the eastern por
tion. Reaching the cattle trade in
Wichita was very important. Mean
while, the Kansas Pacific Railroad
had built westward, north of the pro
jected route for the AT&SF. It was
this construction which first began
shorten the Santa Fe Trail. From
sites in Kansas, including Junction
City, Abilene, Salina, Ellsworth,
Hays City, and Sheridan, and later
from Kit Carson, Colorado Territory,
freight was transferred to wagons
and taken over connecting routes to
points on the Trail. While these con
nections were temporary, they nev
ertheless are part of Trail history.
Several of the previously-mentioned
towns were also "cow towns," each in
its time generating considerable
rowdiness and law enforcement pro
blems but also contributing signifi
cantly to the revenues of the Kansas
Pacific.

AT&SF's westward construction
to Dodge City took cattle business
away from the Kansas Pacific, since
the AT&SF route was to the south
and closer to the cattle ranges of
Texas. Interestingly, a problem fac
ing the AT&SF in the vicinity of
Dodge City was one familiar to
freighters on the Santa Fe Trial: wa
tel'. Having now lived fifty years with
diesel-electric railroad locomotives,
people today may forget what a "wa
ter hog" the steam locomotive was.
The water supply in the tender had
to be replenished regularly, and
sometimes it was necessary to stop a
train to do that when there was no
other reason for stopping the train.

Had diesel locomotives been avail
able i.l) the 1870s AT&SF might well
have opted to lay rails over the Ci
marron Route, and economic devel
opment in Oklahoma, Colorado, and
New Mexico would have taken differ
ent turns. The decision was made to
follow the Arkansas River into Colo-
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rado, but this left AT&SF with one of
the most daunting railroad engineer
ing problems of the nineteenth cen
tury: crossing Raton Pass.

First there was the matter ofcom
pleting track to the Kansas-Colorado
border, a requirement to be done bef
ore January 1, 1873, in order to re
ceive the promised government aid.
AT&SF's railroad construction engi
neer had, he thought, reached that
mal'k on the afternoon of December
22, 1872. The men were paid, and
many immediately left to sample the
pleasures of the tent cities which fol
lowed rail construction.

The engineer, probably feeling a
sense of accomplishment, sat down
to his dinner, but he was visited by
government surveyors who informed
him they were sure he had stopped
laying rails four miles short of the
Colorado line. In a great moment in
engineering history he managed to
round up enough men in various
states of sobriety to lay the final four
miles of track.

Once the AT&SF moved into
southern Colorado, politics became
as important as construction. And
there was the depression of 1873, a
serious economic downturn. Political
problems arose because of another
famous western railroad, the Denver
& Rio Grande, or D&RG. Unlike
most western railroads, D&RG was
oriented north-south. AT&SF, hav
ing moved through southern Colo
rado to La Junta and Trinidad, now
needed to turn south for miles into
New Mexico, which put it in conflict
with the aspirations ofD&RG. In the
end AT&SF prevailed, partly due to
the fact that D&RG was narrow
gauge, whereas AT&SF was stan
dard rail gauge.

AT&SF surveyors first looked at
8,000-foot Raton Pass while track
was being put down in eastern Kan
sas. A surveyed route out ofTrinidad
rose 800 feet in 10 miles, followed by
another 861 foot rise in just 6 miles.
Locomotives then in use on the line
could not handle the grade, so more
powerful ones were ordered from the
famous Baldwin Locomotive Works.
Initially a "switch-back" system was
used while a tunnel was constructed.
The switch-back was at 7,800 feet
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HOOF PRINTS
-TRAIL T1DBITS-

An eerily-lit photograph of the
mechanic's shop at Fort Union, NM,
appears on the cover ofthe Feb. 1998
issue of New Mexico Magazine,
which is designated the ghost-town
issue. SFTA member Marc Simmons
wrote the lead article, "The Spell of
Ghost Towns."

El Palacio, Museum of New Mex
ico magazine, Winter-Spring 1997
1998, features articles and photo
graphs of El Camino Real. Thomas
Chavez contributed an article on La
Historia de la Nueva Mexico which
chronicled Juan de Onate expedition
into present New Mexico in 1598.

• • • •
Ray Smith, Mills Springs, MO, re-

tired pilot, has built or restored 45
wagons since 1967. He plans to build

and had a 6 percent grade with a
curve of 16 degrees. As any railroad
construction engineer will attest,
that was pushing the limits of capac
ity.

The first locomotive crossed into
New Mexico on December 17, 1878,
shrinking the Santa Fe Trail to the
confines of New Mexico. New Mexi
cans wanted the railroad. Isolation
during most of the nineteenth cen
tury had hindered development. Ini
tially the benefits went to Las Vegas,
but in time Albuquerque, by virtue of
its position in the AT&SF system,
benefited more.

When the first train steamed into
Las Vegas on the 4th of July 1879
there was rejoicing; no tears were
shed for the passing of the Trail.
These sentiments were present in
1880 when the remainder of the
Trail was finally covered by rails. It
is important for .students of the Trail
to recognize that it was not the end
but an improvement in transporta
tion between the Missouri Valley
and the Southwest. The Santa Fe
Trail had been an important and in
triguing part of that history, an era
deserving thoughtful contemplation,
romantic veneration, and a broad
perspective.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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•

•
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•
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•

•
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•

•

mation call Kathy Borgman at (816)
837-3231.

The historic home of Santa Fe
Trail merchant James L. Johnson,
545 Canyon Road, in Santa Fe's His
toric District, has been documented
in a historic structures report sum
marized in New Mexico Preservation,
Winter 1997-1998. Facing insolven
cy in 1881, Johnson was forced to
surrender the property to Thomas B.
Catron. Margretta Dietrich purchas
ed the home in 1928 and is credited
with preserving and giving it the
name EI Zaguan. The headquarters
of the Historic Santa Fe Foundation
are housed in the residence.

Friends of the National Frontier
Trails Center, Independence, MO,
received a $900 grant from the Tru
man Heartland Community Founda-

An article about the history of
Wayne City Landing at Independ
ence, MO, appeared in the Nov. 29,
1997, Kansas City Star, based on an
interview with SFTA member Jane
Mallinson.

Inspired by Bill White's Santa Fe
Trail by Air, pilots Bruno Tschannen
and Brad Plumb recently spent 17
hours in the air during a four-day pe
riod, flying Plumb's Fairchild PT-19,
a 1943 open-cockpit two-seater over
the Santa Fe Trail.

The 1998 New Mexico Vacation
Guide showcases the celebration of
the 400th anniversary of Juan de
Onate's settlment of New Mexico. It
contains a two-page section spot
lighting activities and events com
memorating the occasion. For a free
copy contact the New Mexico Dept. of
Tourism at (800) 545-2040, ext. 751.
Michael Pitel has compiled an even
more extensive guide which may be
obtained by calling him directly at
(800) 545-2070.

Bent's Old Fort National Historic
Site has a "traveling trunk" on the
SFT available to schools for a nomi
nal fee. For details contact Bent's
Old Fort NHS, 35110 Highway 194
E, La Junta CO 81050.

An article by Ross Marshall about
the 1997 symposium appeared in the
Fall 1997 issue of Pathways Across
America.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Charlie's Ruts near Deerfield had
661 visitors from 32 states and 7 for
eign counties, who signed the guest
book and an unknown number who
did not.

Norman Rohlfing, a Fayette, MO,
farmer and Civil War reenactor, cre
ates replica Civil War cannons. He
wraps barbed wire around six feet of
stainless steel pipe, then applies
about 200 pounds ofrock-hard putty,
and shapes the barrel on a lathe.
Son-in-law Steve Allie, director of
the Frontier Army Museum, Fort
Leavenworth, KS, helps build the
carriage and limber. The finished
product, which costs about $4,000
(compared to $10,000 for the real
thing), looks and fires like cannons of
130 years ago. Rohlfing and his can
nons appeared in the movie Glory.

• • • •

10 more within the next year. Smith
primarily builds surreys, spring wa
gons, delivery wagons, buckboards,
and buggies.

• • • •

The Kearny County Historical So
ciety has purchased the Conestoga
wagon on display in their museum
that was on loan from George Pap
pas. The magnificent wagon is a pop
ular exhibit.

Happy Birthday to SFTA Ambas
sador Paul Bentrup who turned 81
on Feb. 19. Paul will soon undergo
hip replacement surgery. His new
telephone number is (316) 355-6169;
people were confusing his old num
ber with that of a local convenience
shop (he got tired of taking orders
and making deliveries). His address
is PO Box 595, Lakin KS 67860.

A feasibility study of El Camino
Real de Tierra Adentro (Chihuahua
Trail) shows the route meets criteria
to be a national historic trail. Con
gress will soon consider adding it to
the national trails system.

• • • •
Congress has requested a feasibil-

ity study to determine if the Old
Spanish Trail meets the criteria to
be a national historic trail. The NPS
Denver Service Center and the NPS
Spanish Colonial Research Center,
Albuquerque, will share the work.

• • • •
Friends of Arrow Rock will spon

sor a George Caleb Bingham Sympo
sium on May 2, 1998. For more infor-

••••
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tion to compile, print, and mail pack
ets of educational materials on the
trails to area teachers.

• • • •
The New Mexico Records Center

and Archives is moving to new qUal'
ters at 1205 Camino Carlos Rey,
Santa Fe. Plans are to be moved and
open to the public on April 20, 1998.

• • • •
John Merrill, Derbyshire, Eng-

land, plans to spend six weeks
walking the length of the Santa Fe
Trail, visiting as many sites and
monuments as possible.

• • • •
Friends of Rice-Tremonti Home

are in their third annual capital
campaign to raise money for the
preservation of the house and sur
rounding property. Donations may
be sent to Friends, PO Box 9393,
Raytown MO 64133.

• • • •
Norma Gene Young is at home re-

covering from her fall on New Year's
Eve. She is bedridden and catching
up on her reading. It will be some
time before she will be out and about.
That's a heck of a way to start a new
year, Norma. Cal'ds may be sent to
PO Box 1146, Boise City OK 73933.

• • • •
National Trails Day is set for June

6. For more information, an organ
izer's package, or to register your
event, call (301) 565-6704, ext. 112.

• • • •
SFTA member Susan Badger

Doyle will conduct a guided tour on
the Bozeman Trail in Wyoming,
June 13-14, during Fetterman Days.

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS-

Cimarron Cutoff
President Helen C. Brown
PO Box 1400
Elkhart KS 67950
(316) 697-4597

No report.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy ReveH
1227 S Bryan
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309

SFTA Ambassador Harry Myers,
Superintendent of Fort Union Na
tional Monument, was the speaker
at our November meeting.

At our February meeting Dr. Clint
Chambers, Lubbock, TX, told about
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his ancestor, Jack Stilwell, an army
scout. Officers for 1998 were elected.

The chapter has lost several mem
bers recently. Jerry Hays passed
away last fall. His wife Lavern has
resigned as chapter secretary, and is
leaving Amarillo. Scott Burgan, our
able and enthusiastic mapmaker, is
also moving away. We will miss
these members, and appreciate their
hard work on behalf of the chapter.

Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
316-356- 1854

The quarterly meeting was held
January 8, 1998. No report.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

The 1999 symposium committee
met December 4, 1997. Those pres
ent were Connie Essington, Donna
Frese, Shirley Rees, Bonnie McClin
tock, Jim and Donna Selby, Don and
Doris Cress, Hank and Jan White,
Charlie and Helen Judd, Loretta
Keyser, Deanne Wright, Phyllis and
Floyd Metzger.

Jim Selby, coordinator, indicated
that the committee was ahead of the
chronological schedule set by the As
sociation for symposiums. All com
mittee chairpersons were present
and gave good progress reports.

The January 22 quarterly meet
ing was well attended. Officers
elected for 1998 were Don Cress,
president; Charles Macy, vice-presi
dent; Helen Ericson, secretary; and
Joleen Day, treasurer.

The 1998 Trail Ride will begin
June 9 at Maxwell Wildlife Refuge
six miles north of Canton in McPher
son County. We have been invited to
attend Prairie Days, June 6 and 7,
with pioneer and American Indian
demonstrations, wildlife and bird
identification, cowboy camp, trader's
tent, stagecoach rides, musical en
tertainment, bluegrass and country,
and buffalo burgers.

End of the Trail
President George Donoho Bayless
PO Box 804
EI Rito, NM 87530
(505) 581-4574

The chapter is cooperating with
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the National Park Service, Forestry
Service, and other entities to develop
a "New Santa Fe Trail," a recrea
tional trail in the Glorieta area. This
will provide a hiking path several
miles in length along a route of won
derful beauty as well as tremendous
historical significance.

We had excellent attendance at
our January 17 meeting. Dr. Frances
Levin, Director of Southwest Studies
at Santa Fe Community College and
chapter member, gave a most inter
esting talk on the significance of the
Santa Fe Trail in New Mexico's his
tory, including material from her
forthcoming book on the history and
causes of decline in population ofPe
cos Pueblo through the years.

New officers elected are George
Donoho Bayless, president; Nancy
Nickerson, vice-president; Joan Sud
borough, secretary; and Bob Yeager,
treasurer. Molly MacLeod was elect
ed to join continuing member Mary
Hedge on the board.

Our new president is the great
great-grandson of Mary Donoho,
subject ofMarian Meyer's hook Mary
Donoho, New First Lady of the Santa
Fe Trail. He learned of his heritage
only recently, whereupon he joined
our chapter. Now if we can recruit a
Magoffin we should have some good
lively debates.

Corazon de los Caminos
President Steve Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Rt
Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683

Mike Taylor was the speaker at
the November 16 meeting held at the
Santa Clara Cafe in Wagon Mound.
He told of the ongoing developments
of the Santa Fe Trail Scenic Byway
and other community projects. He
showed aerial photographs he took
during a four-hour flight over the
Santa Fe Trail and presented at the
annual conference of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation in
Santa Fe.

During the business meeting the
biennial election of seven members
to the board of directors was held.
Chapter officers were elected from
the board. Directors elected are Mor
ris Eiland, Las Vegas; Faye Gaines,
Point of Rock Ranch; Nancy Robert
son, Raton; Jack Urban, Angel Fire;
Dorothy Valdez, Wagon Mound;
Steve Whitmore, Las Vegas; and
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Wink Winkel, Las Vegas. The offi
cers are President Whitmore, Vice
President Gaines, Secretary Winkel,
and Treasurer Eiland.

LeRoy DeDoux who has served as
president for the past seven years
decided not to be a candidate this
year. The chapter flourished under
his able leadership and he has en
riched the lives of all its members.
Muchas gracias, LeRoy.

Nancy Robertson reported that
$5000 will be available from the
Santa Fe Trail Scenic Byway Project
to the chapter for marking Trail sites
along portions of the Scenic Byway.
Nancy and the marker committee
have already identified sixty possi
ble sites where the Trail crosses or
parallels the Byway. They are in the
process now of identifying landown
ers of some of these sites to obtain
permission for placing the signs.
Congratulations Nancy.

Hal Jackson, a professional geog
rapher at the University of New
Mexico, has joined the mapping com
mittee which is co-chaired by Pat
and Michael Macklin.

The Santa Fe Trail Museum in
Springer, NM, has been recom
mended by the Santa Fe Trail Scenic
Byway Project as a regional center
for the interpretation ofthe Santa Fe
Trail and early railroad history. Its
new board of directors include Faye
Gaines and Mike Taylor. It is housed
in the old Colfax County Courthouse,
constructed in 1882, a building on
the National Register of Historic
Places. Structural repairs to the
building, funded by a grant from the
Federal Highway Administration,
were completed in October 1997.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Rusti Gardner
801 Vernon Dr
Larned KS 67550

The winter meeting was at Kins
ley, KS, January 11, 1998. Officers
for 1998 were elected: President
Rusti Gardner, Vice-President Bar
bara German, and SecITreas Ida K.
Yeager. Janice Klein, past president,
was elected to serve as advisor to the
chapter officers.

Janice Klein was awarded the
President's Plaque and David Clap
saddle was presented the Faye An
derson Award.

Other business included reports
on the marking of the Owl Creek
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Crossing site, the 2nd annual semi
nar, the mapping project, and the
web site created by Larry Mix. Pay
ment was approved for another
plaque for the Fort Hays-Fort Dodge
Road.

Following the business session,
David Clapsaddle presented the pro
gram in lieu of Lawrence Hart, the
scheduled speaker who was unable
to attend due to bad weather.

Mr. Hart will be the speaker for
the spring meeting slated for April
19 at Fort Larned.

At the request of Don and Lillian
Swick, the chapter assisted in plac
ing a marker at the Owl Creek
Crossing in Rice County, Kansas.
The Swicks have long been inter
ested in marking this site on their
property southwest ofLyons which is
associated with the murder of Anto
nio Chavez in 1843. The bronze
plaque mounted on a limestone post
reads Owl Creek Crossing, Santa Fe
Trail. Trail students will recall that
Owl Creek was renamed Chaves
Creek subsequent to the murder.
Eventually, Chaves was corrupted to
Jarvis, the present name of the
stream. Working on the project were
Don Swick, Mildon Yeager, and
David Clapsaddle.

Registration forms for the chap
ter's June 13 seminar, "The Survey
of the Santa Fe Trail: A Great Ameri
can Drama in Three Acts," are in
cluded in the February WT.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge
David Kloppenborg
PO Box 441
Bucklin KS 67834
(316) 826-3537

The chapter met on February 1,
1998, at the Dodge City Public Li
brary. The 2:00 pm Sunday after
noon meeting is a change from the
Friday luncheon format of the past.
This allows more time for chapter
business and fewer restrictions on
length of programs.

Officers elected are President
David Kloppenborg, Vice-President
Fred Casterline, Secretary Kathy
Bell, and Treasurer Richard Dryden.
Janice Klein presented the program,
"Education about the Santa Fe Trail,
For Children."

The members extend thanks to
Ted Mueller for his leadership in
1996 and 1997 as chapter president.
He presided over two exciting and
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successful years.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Anne Mallinson
964 NW 600
Centerview MO 64019
(816) 230-7228

The next chapter meeting will be
at 2:00 pm on March 1 at the a
tional Frontier Trails Center in In
dependence, MO. Evelyn Bartlow
will give a program about the history
of the Wornall House. She has been a
volunteer and docent there for more
than 20 years. Evelyn has just pub
lished a children's book, Emily and
the Santa Fe Trail, and will share
her experiences about the process of
creating Emily. For more informa
tion, contact Vice-President Nancy
Lewis (816) 229-8370.

On December 1, Nancy and Don
Lewis, Glenda Sours, and Anne Mal
linson represented the Missouri
River Outfitters at the opening fes
tivities of the Fred Harvey south
western art exhibit at the Nelson
Atkins Museum of Art. They gave a
presentation in costume about the
history and heritage of the Santa Fe
Trail. Anne and Don also played mu
sic ofthe time period.

We were saddened by the passing
of charter member Art Ayres of
Olathe, KS. His cheerful enthusiasm
and lively wit will be greatly missed.
Our thoughts and prayers are with
Ruth Ayres at this time. In lieu of
flowers, family members have sug
gested a memorial contribution be
made in Art's name to the Santa Fe
Trail Association.

Quivira
President Wayne Smith
16352nd Rd
Raymond KS 67573-9624
(316) 534-2821

The chapter marking and map
ping committee met January 17,
1998, at Coronado Quivira Museum
to make plans to survey the Trail
through Barton, McPherson, and
Rice counties this spring. Also dis
cussed was the replacement of signs
at the Stone Corral Complex at the
Little Arkansas Crossing and at the
intersection of US 56 and Raymond
Road to Ralph's Ruts.

The annual meeting of the chapter
will be February 19, 1998, at Lyons.
Randy Thies of the Kansas State
Historical Society will present the
program.

February 1998



At the April 20, 1998, meeting,
John Conoboy of the NPS will be the
speaker. The Rice County Commis
sioners have been invited to attend.
The subject will be certification of
the Cow Creek Crossing area which
includes the Buffalo Bill Well and
the Cow Creek ford.

Another project of the chapter will
be the relocation of the DAR marker
that now is at Elyria. Plans are to
move it back to its original site, al
most two miles west on Dry Turkey
(Soya) Creek.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Vernon Lohrentz
205 Beverly
Newton KS 67114
(316) 284-2095

No report.

Bent's Fort Chapter
President Lolly Ming
1841 County Rd DD
Pritchett CO 81064
(719) 523-6968

Although there has been no re
port in the last two issues of WT, the
chapter is alive and well and very
busy. The chapter members partici
pated in four tours during the
summer: (1) stage station sites in the
Purgatoire Canyon on the U. S. Ar
my's Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site,
(2) Wilson Ranch south of Las Ani
mas, CO, where the group viewed
several rock-art sites, (3) Boggsville,
for an educational program about
the historic site and its connection to
the Santa Fe Trail and surrounding
areas, and (4) a joint tour with the
Corazon Chapter to the top of Raton
Pass and on to Cimarron, NM. A
good crowd attended all events. The
tour season was cut short so mem
bers could attend the SFTA sympo
sium. Twenty members attended
and all reported a very enjoyable ex
perience.

The first of the chapter's new so
cial/educational meetings was held
November 1 in La Junta, CO, with a
large crowd attending. A board meet
ing was held in the morning, fol
lowed by a potluck lunch. The after
noon program was a talk by chapter
member Don Lowman about Miguel
Otero and his connections with the
Trail and the history of the La Junta
area. A video, "With Each Turn of
the Wheel," was shown.

The annual meeting was held
January 24, at Bent's Fort Inn in Las
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Animas. A trader's mart and social
hour preceded the business meeting.
Committee chairmen gave reports,
followed by reports from Mary Gam
ble on SFTA board meetings, Rich
ard Carrillo on Boggsville and Colo
rado Preservation Inc., Bent's Old
Fort NHS, Jamie Kingsbury on
Comanche National Grassland, and
Boy Scout Troop # 222 on an Indian
burial site they are preserving.

Officers elected were President
Lolly Ming, Vice-President Gerald
Faust, Secretary LaDonna Hutton,
and Treasurer Betty Choat. Chapter
awards were presented: Certificates
of Merit to tour hosts; Trail Pre
servation Partner Award to Coman
che National Grassland, Tribute
Award to Bob and Marylou Jones,
Trail Heritage Preservation Awards
to Phil Peterson and Richard Car
rillo, Heritage Educator Award to
Luella Maelman, and Ambassador
Awards to Teresa Kesterson, Dale
Kesterson, and Lolly Ming. David
Gaines of the NPS presented a slide
show and spoke about projects being
undertaken along the Trail.

FOR SALE

Horse-drawn wooden wheel wag
on. $650.00. Call for details.

David Mullnix
24606 E Blue Mills Rd

Independence MO 64058
(816) 650-5478

HELP WANTED

I am seeking solid documentation
to pinpoint the exact location of Flag
Springs on the Santa Fe Trail· in
present Douglas County, KS. Any
help will be appreciated.

Glen D. Norton
PO Box 152

Overbrook KS 66524
• • • •

While working on the 1870 census
returns from Fort Dodge, KS, I ran
into names of two men listed as
"Merchants." One was "Plasco Sau
chy," a 20-year-old native of Mexico,
and the other was "William E. Cox,"
age 53 years, born in New York state.
Since they were not the post trader
or apparently in his employee, I won
der if they might have been traders
along the Santa Fe Trail. I have
checked the typical secondary and
some primary sources but have not
found their names listed. Can any-
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one help? Thank you.
Marsha K. King

Special Projects Archeologist
Kansas State Historical Society

6425 SW 6th Ave
Topeka KS 66615·1099

(785) 272-8681, ext. 253

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information, please
send corrections to the editor. We
thank you for your support.

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
KSDAR, c/o Kansas DAR Library, 2601

Central, Dodge City KS 67801

PATRON MEMBERSHIPS
Joe D. & Donna L. Butcher, PO Box 289,

Cimarron KS 67835

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Jim & Sally Austin, 360 Cobblestone Dr;

Colorado Springs CO 80906
Tom & Judith Claar; PO Box 5, Cimarron

KS 67835
Irwin & Florence Cromwell, 140 Estrada

Maya, Santa Fe NM 87501
John N. Merrill, Unit 1, Molyneux Bus. Pk,

Whitworth Rd, Darley Dale, Marlock
Derbyshire, DE42HJ ENGLAND

Mike, Pam, Becca & Nick Najdowski,
1810 Paseo Conquistadora, Santa
Fe NM 87501

W. John & Dorothy Swartz, 1201 Ojo
Verde, Santa Fe NM 87501

Barry Sweeney, 28938 Fleming Rd, Ever
green CO 80439

Delbert & Mary Thomas, 130 Abbey Rd,
Santa Maria CA 93455

Phil & Susi Thompson, 8888 Darner Rd,
Lisbon OH 44432

Melvin & Mary Walton, 101 E Trail West
Rd, Hutchinson KS 67501

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Voncille Armijo, 3209 Caminito San Lu

cas, Santa Fe NM 87505
Charles L. Convis, 2185 Courtside Cir

cle, Carson City NV 89703
Dub Couch, PO Box 325, Rocky Ford

CO 81067
Kenneth E. Drews, 3900 Ravine Dr,

White Plains ND 20695
Alma J. Gregory, HC69 Box 20-J, Sa

pello NM 87745
Linda Huddleston, PO Box 97, Carrolton

MO 64633
Mary Hutton, 1337 S 1400 Rd, Council

Grove KS 66846
Corinne Johnson, 620 S York Rd, Ben

senville IL 60106
Rich Lake, 3413 Michigan Ave, Rapid
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City SD 57701
Laddie L. Mathias, 1217 Ridgewood,

Garden City KS 67846
Gail McMillan, 419 Meadow Lane,

Abilene TX 79602
Charles P. Minning, 2029 Fair Oaks Ave,

South Pasadena CA 91030
Richard J. Moynihan, 117 White Tree

Lane, Ballwin MO 63011
Steven M. Mutzig, 5903 Angie Ct, Parker

CO 80134
Roger Pommerenke, 5735 Equestrian

Dr, Roanoke VA 24018
Paxton Price. PO Box 626, Las Vegas

NM87701
Shirley Sullivan, PO Box 233, Holly CO

81047
Bruno Tschamen, 13656 Edinborgh,

Olathe KS 66062
Conrad R. Willard, Sulgrave Apts #903,

121 W 48th, Kansas City MO 64112
Rozanne Zwick. 1108 Waverly Road,

Gladwyne PA 19035

YOUTH
Hilda and Louise, School of Veterinary

Medicine, University of Missorui. Co
lumbus MO 65205

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in May, so send information
for June and later to arrive by April
20,1998. Thank you.
Mar. 1, 1998: Missouri River Outfit
ters Chapter meeting, National
Frontier Trails Center, Independ
ence, MO, program by Evelyn Bart
low, (816) 229-8370.
April 18, 1998: SFTA Board meet
ing, Pecos Trail Inn, Santa Fe, NM,
8:30 am to 4:00 pm, open to all mem
bers. Contact Margaret Sears (505)

WAGON TRACKS
Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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473-3124.
April 19, 1998: Wet/Dry Routes
Chapter meeting, 2:00 pm, Fort
Larned NHS, Cheyenne Chief Law
rence Hart speaker.
April 20, 1998: Quivira Chapter
meeting, (316) 534-2821.
April 25, 1998: Fort Larned Old
Guard dinner meeting, 6:00 pm, res
ervations required (call after April 1
and before April 22), (316) 285-6911.
May 2, 1998: George Caleb Bingham
Symposium, Arrow Rock MO, (816)
837-3231.
May 2-3, 1998: Old Spanish Trail
Association conference, Santa Fe
NM, (505) 984-2978.
May 16-17, 1998: Annual Antique
Show on the Santa Fe Trail, Arrow
Rock MO, free to the public, (816)
846-3031.
May 16-17, 1998: Battle of Glorieta
Pass Civil War Reenactment at EI
Rancho de las Golondrinas near
Santa Fe NM, (800) 777-CITY.
May 23-25, 1998: Cimarron Route
Bike Ride, contact John Hobbs (800)
792-2453.
June 6-7, 1998: Clayton, NM, Fly-in
and Ranch and Rodeo event, contact
Jim Talley (800) 390-7858 or (505)
374-9253.
June 9-?, 1998: Heart of the Flint
Hills Chapter Trail Ride, (316) 767
5826.
June 11, 1998: Grand opening of
Santa Fe Trail Museum, Trinidad
CO, 1:00-3:00 pm, contact Paula
Manini (719) 846-7217.
June 13, 1998: WetlDry Routes
Chapter Seminar, "Survey of the
Road to New Mexico," 8:30 am to
3:30 pm, Community Center, Larned
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KS, (316) 285-3295.

June 13-14, 1998: Santa Fe Trail
Festival, Trinidad CO.
Sept. 24-27, 1988: Trail Rendez
vous, "Music and Leisure on the
Santa Fe Trail," Larned KS, (316)
285-2054.
Oct. 11-18, 1998: Elderhostel Trail
tour.
Sept. 23-26, 1999: SFTA Sympo
sium, Council Grove KS. Contact
Jim Selby, 200 N Chautauqua,
Council Grove KS 66846 (316) 767
6994.

Pete Gaines, Point of Rocks Ranch, NM,
and Norma Geer, Lebanon, CT, dis
cussing the grave marker at Point of
Rocks, during the 1997 symposium.

FROM THE EDITOR
Everything is shaping up for an

other active year along the Trail. Bo
nita and I hope you will be able to
participate in a number of events.

If there are any changes you
would like to see in the structure of
SFTA, now in its twelfth year, please
send suggestions to Jane Mallinson,
chair of the organization task force.

Happy Trails!

NONPROFIT ORGANIZAnON

u.s. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMrrNO. 2

WOODSTON KS 67675
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NUMBER 3

STANDING OUT WOMAN
by Richard W. Godin

(SFTA member Godin, Woonsocket,
RI, has written about the Bent family
and contributed to WT. He continues
to search for information about the
progeny of William Bent and his
Cheyenne wives. The following is
partly an erratum to his "More De
scendants of William Bent," WT, N
0.ug. 1990): 7.)
FURTHER research on the Bents
has revealed additional information
about Standing Out Woman, George
Bent's Northern Cheyenne wife. She
was the daughter of Coyote Ear and
Miahke Vehoi (White Old Woman),'
born in late winter/early spring of
1857 in one of the Northern Chey
enne camps on Turkey Creek (Solo
mon River). 2

Her family's rule of residence ap
pears to have been matrilocal.3 This
is all the more revealing when one
considers the historical exploits of
her maternal uncles, Two Moon and
Beaver Claws, both chiefs in their
soldier societies, the Kit Foxes and
Crazy Dogs respectively. Her cousin,

(continued on page IS)
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LINDA REVELLO IS SFTA
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

LI DA Revello, Larned, has been
hired to replace Yvonne McIntosh as
headquarters office administrator.
Yvonne, who served as an unpaid
volunteer and contributed over 2,000
hours to SFTA, moved from Larned
to Overland Park, KS, in February.
A resolution of appreciation for her
work is included in this issue.

Revello is the first paid employee
to serve the SFTA headquarters of
fice. She usually is in the office at the
Santa Fe Trail Center on Tuesday
and Thursday (316) 285-2054. Her
duties include processing member
ships, bookkeeping, filing, data proc
essing, and other responsibilities as
signed by Sec/Treasurer Ruth Olson
Peters. Please contact her with ques
tions about membership.

Linda formerly served as budget
analyst with the National Marine
Fisheries Service in Beaufort, North
Carolina. She also worked part time
with the Beaufort Historical Associa
tion, conducting guided tours
through their six historic buildings,
and for several years also served as
the education coordinator. She at
tended the SFTA board meeting in
April. Her husband, Felix, is Chief
Ranger at Fort Larned National His
toric Site. Welcome Linda!

SANTA FE TRAIL ASSOCIATION QUARTERLY
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NANCY LEWIS JOINS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NANCY Lewis, Blue Springs, MO,
was elected by the board of directors
on April 18 to:fill the vacancy of.Mis
souri director created by the resIgna
tion of Pauline Fowler. A native of
Sibley, MO, Nancy grew up on the
bluffs of the Missouri River not far
from historic Fort Osage. She cur
rently serves as vice-president of the
Missouri River Outfitters Chapter.
She and husband Don have two
grown children, love to travel west
ern trails (have followed the Santa
Fe and Oregon trails), and present
programs on women pioneers.

ancy has taught American his
tory for 30 years, the last 27 years at
Truman High School in Independ
ence. She developed and offers a
class for adults entitled "Jackson
County: Trails West." In 1995 and
1996 she was selected by the Trails
West Committee of Independence to
represent the city and the school dis
trict in a teacher exchange WIth Ore
gon City, OR. While in Oregon she
studied the Oregon Trail and pre
sented more than 40 programs about
women who went west. This year she
was named Missouri Social Studies
Teacher of the Year.

The role of women in the West is
one of her favorite topics. She
dresses in period costume and pres
ents the story of pioneer women.
Recently, with Jane and Anne Mal
linson, Nancy helped create a 50
minute video, "Petticoat Pioneers
Women Who Made a Difference."

Lewis is also involved with the In
dependence Attractions Coalition, in
which she is engaged in a project to
educate volunteers in a knowledge of
historic sites in the Independence
area. Anyone who completes the pro
gram becomes a certified '1ocal tour
guide."

Education is a primary obective of
SFTA. This active educator is a pro
pitious addition. Welcome Nancy!



PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

APRIL 18 was not a balmy day in
Santa Fe nor was there much evi
dence of spring, but the activity and
spirit of the governing board meeting
was bursting with spring-fresh
ideas. The minutes of the meeting
and the 1997 financial statement
will not be available until the August
issue of Wagon Tracks, but there is
much you should know now, thus
this column will capsulize the day's
events.

The board adopted a charitable
donations plan whereby members
and friends may remember SFTA in
their estate planning. When final
ized, the plan will be promulgated
through various Association mail
ings. Ross Marshall was appointed
temporarily to represent us in the
Partnership for National Trails Sys
tem, an alliance of 16 trail organiza
tions who work to support scenic and
historic trails, with a heavy focus on
strengthening Congressional com
mitment to all trails in the federal
trails system. A policy covering all
aspects of our participation in PNTS
and the process for appointing our
representative is scheduled for the
September board meeting.

Mapping of the Trail took a giant
step forward when mapping-train
ing workshops were approved, with
SFTA underwriting the cost. The
workshop schedule is outstanding,
and includes didactics, field exer
cises, and marking assistance. Phil
Petersen has already notified all
chapters. Hopefully, workshops will
be up and running before summer
solstice. Who will be the first to
schedule one? The board reviewed
the marker committee guidelines
and forms. It was agreed that while
much of the information required is
relevant, a simple form is necessary
now if the Trail is ever to be marked.
When we have gained more knowl
edge of the process, all forms can be
completed.

Membership totals dipped 12 per
cent in 1997, attributable in part to
the -dues hike, while dues revenue in
creased 37 per cent. Reminder no
tices were sent in March to those
who had not yet renewed for 1998.
Response as of April 14 totaled
$4,385, thus reinforcing the impor
tance of jogging our memories.
Deanne Wright, membership com-

2

mittee chair, emphasized the need to
expand membership. While there
may be a perception that the Inter
net is the "way to go," direct contact
still remains the most viable recruit
ment tool.

Education Committee's plate is
full to overflowing. Karla French will
go into greater detail in her "Fort
Learned" column. Increasing the
number of school libraries presently
receiving Wagon Tracks, depositing
Dave Webb's Adventures With the
Santa Fe Trail in all Trail states'
public schools, and, of course, the
Internet are in the middle of the
plate.

Ideas are flowing from the Head
quarters Plan Task Force. Joanne
VanCoevern reported on the Task
Force's meeting on April 17 which
produced a variety of considerations
for the long and short term. The
Task Force is looking at additional
office equipment needs and an ex
panded paid staffing plan. We must
wait until September for the fully
drawn plan. To a related matter, Ste
phen Whitmore is exploring Associa
tion liability insurance, and should
have quotations ready in September.

The Rendezvous 1998 program
generated much enthusiasm (see in
sert). Lots of music and dance-we
will fandango. SFTA will field a
baseball team, so you "boys of sum
mer" get in shape. Ruth Peters is
signing up recruits; give her a call.

David Gaines enumerated the
many activities underway at the Na
tional Park Service. A fabricator for
the Trail crossing decals has been se
lected, and these should be available
at the Last Chance Store in 30-60
days. There is need for a more de
fined liaison between SFTA and NPS
to strengthen the partnership.

The board had the opportunity to
view samples of the Trail Traveler's
Credential and Certificate program,
a/kJa passport, a promo which ap
peared in February Wagon Tracks.
Trail travelers should obtain their
credentials immediately so as not to
miss getting them stamped at the
numerous sites between Santa Fe
and Arrow Rock.

We are going to Independence for
Symposium 2003, and Anne Mallin
son will coordinate the event. After
reviewing the fat information packet
the Missouri River Outfitters Chap
ter compiled, board members were
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not sure they could wait five years to
visit this special city.

Honest, this is a capsule view of
that busy and productive day in
Santa Fe. Almost half the board are
"freshmen," yet the sophistication
and knowledge they brought to the
table was impressive. You should be
proud of your board. It is serving you
well.

-Margaret Sears

LOUIS SCHUMACHER

The Santa Fe Trail and SFTA lost
a great friend and supporter when
board member Louis Schumacher
died May 12, 1998, at his home in
Kansas City, MO. Memorial services
were held at Schumacher Park, 6601
E 93rd St, Kansas City, MO, on May
16, with Jeff Stacy of Unity Temple
on the Plaza presiding. Anne Mallin
son provided music on the ham
mered dulcimer with a selection of
old favorite songs. Family members
shared memories and gave tributes.
Jane Mallinson told of his careful
Trail research, his development of
Schumacher Park, and moving the
DAR marker. Kansas City Council
woman Judy Swope spoke of his
many contributions as a community
activist, especially in the field of
waste management and environ
mental protection.

Following the services a horse
drawn Conestoga wagon transported
the coffm along the Santa Fe Trail to
the waiting funeral hearse as the im
mediate family followed. Mter pri
vate graveside services at Mount
Moriah Cemetery the family re
ceived friends at the home. Memori
als may be sent to 3-Trails West,
5906 E Bannister Rd, Kansas City
MO 64134, to benefit Schumacher
Park.

Schumacher was born May 5,
1922, in Portland, OR. He graduated
from Oregon State University in
1947 with a degree in mechanical en
gineering. He played violin for the
Portland Symphony Orchestra. Lou
served as First Lieutenant in the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1942
1946. He married former First Lieu
tenant Topper Price on December 27,
1947. He began working for Caterpil
lar Tractor company in Peoria, IL, in
1947, and joined Dean Machinery
Co. of Kansas City, MO, in 1958 as
executive vice-president, and retired
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in 1980. He and Topper were active
in competitive ballroom dancing.
They had five children, four of whom
survive, and four grandchildren..

Lou became a developer and com
munity activist. He served on the
Waste Management Commission
and the Environmental Manage
ment Commission, both of Kansas
City, MO. He was awarded keys to
the cities of Kansas City and St.
Louis for community involvement.
He was an honorary member of the
Soil Conservation Society of Amer
ica.

He founded 3-Trails West, a not
for-profit corporation, to identify,
certify, and preserve original routes
of the Santa Fe, Oregon, and Califor
nia trails through the Kansas City
area. He and Topper donated three
acres of land and established Schu
macher Park on the Santa Fe Trail
Work continues on this project.

Lou received many honors for his
efforts, including an Award of Merit
from SFTA, Friends of Trail Award
from the Oregon-California Trails
Association, Certificate of Apprecia
tion from the National Park Service,
Certificate of Appreciation from the
DAR, and the Gold Award from the
National Park Service.

Sympathy is extended to the fam
ily. Lou will be missed by a host of
friends.

SFTA APPRECIATES
FOWLER AND MCINTOSH

AT its April meeting, the SFTA gov
erning board unanimously adopted
resolutions honoring Pauline Fowler
and Yvonne McIntosh. Harry Myers
authored the tribute to Polly and
Deanne Wright to Yvonne. These ex
pressions of appreciation follow.

Resolution of Respect and Apprecia
tion to Pauline Fowler from SFTA

Whereas, Ms. Pauline Fowler (better
known as "Polly Fowler") who lives on
Santa Fe Road in Independence, Mis
souri. has evinced a life-long interest in
trails. and has served honorably on the
Board of Directors of the Santa Fe Trail
Association since 1991. and has served
honorably as a resource information
person and citizen-advisor to the Na
tional Park Service on the Santa Fe Na
tional Historic Trail Advisory Council for
its entire ten-year life, and

Whereas, Polly Fowler's family settled
in the Independence area soon after
its establishment, and she has re-
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searched, investigated, located, and
written about the Santa Fe Trail and is
recognized as "the" authority on the
Trail in the Independence area. and
was recognized by the SFTA in 1987
with an Award of Merit and in 1995 with
the Jack D. Rittenhouse Memorial
Stagecoach Award, and

Whereas, Polly Fowler is a person
who has placed duty to the Associa
tion and the Santa Fe Trail above per
sonal advancement and gain and has
shared the fruits of her work with other
researchers, museums, teachers, and
educators. and

Whereas, Polly Fowler is an active
member of the Jackson County Histori
cal Society. a Charter Member of the
Oregon California Trails Association,
the Santa Fe Trail Association, the Mis
souri River Outfitters Chapter. and the
Friends of the National Frontier Trails
Center, and is recognized and re
spected by her peers as an outstand
ing researcher and historian,

Be it Hereby Resolved, by the mem
bers of the Santa Fe Trail Association
through its Board, here assembled in
Santa Fe, New Mexico, this 18th day of
April, 1998. that Polly Fowler has the
gratitude and admiration of the SFTA
for all the valuable work she has con
tributed as a member of the Associa
tion. This resolution is intended as an ex
pression of the Association's utmost ap
preciation and gratitude.
Resolution of Appreciation and Admi
ration to Yvonne Mcintosh from SFTA

Whereas, Yvonne Mcintosh has con
tributed over 2,000 hours of volunteer
work to the Santa Fe Trail Association.
and

Whereas. Yvonne Mcintosh spent an
hour or two a week beginning in 1990
until working about ten hours each
week before her retirement in 1998.
and

Whereas. Yvonne Mcintosh proc
essed and maintained records of SFTA
membership, and

Whereas. Yvonne Mcintosh pre
pared membership and financial re
ports for SFTA Board of Directors meet
ings. and

Whereas, Yvonne Mcintosh kept
records of all SFTA accounts and activi
ties, and

Whereas. Yvonne Mcintosh organ
ized hospitality for SFTA Board of Direc
tors meetings held at the Santa Fe Trail
Center. and

Whereas. Yvonne Mcintosh did all
this work with extraordinary grace and
skill. and

Whereas. Yvonne Mcintosh repre
sents the many SFTA volunteers who
carry on the preservation and promo
tion of the Santa Fe Trail, now therefore
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Be It Resolved by the members of
the Santa Fe Trail Association Board of
Directors, here assembled in Santa Fe,
New Mexico, this 18th day of April.
1998, that Yvonne Mcintosh has our ap
preciation and admiration for her con
tributions to the Santa Fe Trail'Associa
tion.

CHAvEZ MARKER DEDICA-
TION JUNE 12, 1998

ACCORDING to early Rice County,
KS, settlers, a limestone post in
scribed with the single word
CHAVEZ was located south of the
Owl Creek (now Jarvis Creek) Cross
ing on the Santa Fe Trail. The
marker, long since gone, was placed
near the site where Jose Antonio
Chavez was killed in 1843 by Jack
son County Missourians who were
operating as mercenaries in league
with the Republic of Texas.

Present owners of the property,
Don and Lil Zwick, in cooperation
with the Wet/Dry Routes Chapter of
the SFTA, are preparing a replica of
the historic marker to be placed at
the location of the original stone.
Dedication ofthe marker will be con
ducted at 7:00 p.m., June 12, 1998,
the evening prior to the 2nd Annual
Seminar conducted by the WetiDry
Chapter.

Dr. David Sandoval, professor at
Southern Colorado University, Pu
eblo, will present the dedicatory ad
dress. All SFTA members and the
public are invited to attend. The site
is located four miles east of the junc
tion of the highways 56 and 14in Ly
ons, KS, three miles south, and one
half mile east. Road signs will be
placed to guide visitors to the site.

RENDEZVOUS 1988
by Ross Marshall

(Former SFTA President Marshall
made arrangements for SFTA to par
ticipate in the biennial Rendezvous
and serves on the Rendezvous com
mittee.)

FOR the first time the SFTA will co
sponsor, along the the Santa Fe Trail
Center and Fort Larned National
Historic Site, the popular Rendez
vous, held in even-numbered years.
Scheduled for September 24-27, this
year's Rendezvous, with the theme of
Music and Leisure on the Santa Fe
Trail, will include several events
specifically involving members of the
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Association, such as a membership
meeting, workshops, chapter presi
dents' breakfast, and governing
board meeting.

See the insert in this issue for
more details of the fine program of
music, dancers, speakers, dinners,
and activities for the whole family.
This promises to be one of the most
exciting and best-attended Rendez
vous yet. Registration packets will
be mailed in July.

BINGHAM SHIRT PATTERN
FUR trappers, Santa Fe traders,
boatmen, artisans, and merchants of
the nineteenth century wore loose
pullover shirts cut from straight fab
ric pieces. Details of this basic folk
garments are shown in the paintings
of George Caleb Bingham, the fa
mous Missouri artist who began his
career in Arrow Rock and portrayed
frontier life. The pattern for the
"Bingham Shirt," was designed by
Virginia Lee Fisher (charter member
of SFTA and former member of the
governing board) from Bingham's
sketches and paintings. It is easily
adapted to make comfortable and at
tractive garments for men, women,
and children.

For those who wish to dress in pe
riod costume at SFTA events, the fall
Rendezvous would be especially ap
propri~te, and who possess minimal
sewing skills, this pattern provides
basic instructions for an authentic
shirt. Fisher has made these pat
terns available through Last Chance
Store at an introductory offer of $3
postpaid.

REPRODUCTION MEXICAN
REALES AVAILABLE

LEGEND has it that in late Janu
ary 1822, upon return from his first
trip to Santa Fe, William Becknell
slashed open a bag of coins which
tumbled onto the cobblestone street
of Franklin, Missouri. Such was the
profitable result of the legal opening
o£ trade with Santa Fe in 1821.
These coins were likely Spanish
reales, pieces-of-eight silver coins.

Mter independence from Spain in
1821 and the establishment of the
Mexican Republic, new· reales were
minted for the new nation. They be
came the currency of the Santa Fe
trade and were legal tender in the
United States until 1857.
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Since these beautiful coins are
rarely seen along the Trail today,
even in museums, Fort Union Supt.
Harry C. Myers had been toying with
the idea of reproducing one to sell to
Trail enthusiasts. SFTA member E.
Donald Kaye of Santa Fe offered to
assist with the project by loaning a
coin from his collection. But when
Myers found one minted at Chihua
hua City in 1850 in near-perfect con
dition at the site of the first Fort Un
ion last June (it could have been lost
by Kit Carson, James H. Carleton,
Katie Bowen, or one of hundreds of
people at the post), he politely de
clined Kaye's offer.

Southwest Parks and Monuments
Association has reproduced the 1850
Mexican reale, one version of fine sil
ver ($20.95 plus shipping) and the
other of nickel ($5.95 plus shipping).
These beautiful reproduction coins,
about the size of a silver dollar, are
now available at some sites along the
Trail and may be ordered from Last
Chance Store.

MAPPING TRAINING OFFERED
THE SFTA governing board, at the
April 18 meeting, approved and
funded as many as four mapping and
marking training sessions to be of
fered to chapters by board member
and mapping committee chairman
Phil Petersen. Chapter presidents
have already been notified that these
sessions will be given at no cost to
the chapters for the speakers.

Petersen, and someone from the
marker committee, will present the
one-day training sessions in four
possible areas along the length of the
Trail. Chapters are responsible for
cooperating and determining the lo
cation of these sessions. A local per
son will be in charge of arranging a
meeting place and obtaining neces
sary equipment.

Sessions should be scheduled on
Saturday and, ideally, be near some
Trail ruts. Petersen plans to spend
the mornings in a classroom setup
and afternoons in the field locating
and actually mapping the Trail. A
member of the marker committee
will also be present to assist with fill
ing out marker forms. Chapters
hosting sessions need to communi
cate with Petersen immediately.
Anyone interested in mapping is in
vited to attend. For information con
tact Phil Petersen at (719) 384-8113.
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MARGARET SEARS RECEIVES
PRESERVATION AWARD

SFTA President Margaret Sears
was among the those recognized by
the New Mexico Historic Preserva
tion Division in an awards ceremony
on May 8, during the observance. of
New Mexico Preservation Week. SlX
teen awards are given annually to
individuals, programs, and groups
who have exhibited the highest stan
dards of work in the preservation of
the cultural and architectural heri
tage of New Mexico.

Sears was honored in recognition
of her long-standing commitment to
the preservation of the Santa Fe
Trail. She is the past president ofthe
End of the Trail Chapter, has served
on the New Mexico Santa Fe Trail
Scenic Byway Advisory Committee,
and has volunteered with the
National Park Service's Santa Fe
Office for nearly four years. Sea~s

received the SFTA's Award of Ment
for organizing the 1996 Entrada, the
reenactment of William Becknell's
entrance into Santa Fe in 1821. Con
gratulations Margaretl

Margaret Sears (center) receiving pre
servation award from Karl W. Laum
bach vice-chair of NM State Cultural
Prop~rties Review Committee. a,,!d
Lynne Sebastian, NM state Histone
Preservation Officer, May 8. 1998.

GET YOUR TRAIL TRAVELER'S
PASSPORT STAMPED

by Joy Poole

(Founder and official "Mother of the
Santa Fe Trail Association," Poole
served a decade on the SFTAgovern·
ing board. She is chair of the travel
er's passport committee.)

A replica of the Santa Fe. Trail
Traveler's Credential and Certificate
appeared as an insert in the Febru
ary issue of WT. At the Apnl board
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meeting Willard Chilcott, who
kindly donated the passports, certifi
cates, and initial stamps, reported
on final preparations, and Mike P~tel

reported that the publicity campaIgn
for the passports would be launched
on Memorial Day.

Every attempt has been made in
the past two years to contact people,
businesses, and chapter presidents
to request sample art work for one
free rubber stamp per community.
Ideally, the more locations within a
community that a Trail Traveler
may obtain a rubber-stamp cancella
tion, the more opportunity a busi
ness has to prosper and for travelers
to learn about the Trail in your com
munity. A list of stamp locations as
of April 1998 follows, so get your
passports and start collecting the
stamps as you travel the Trail.
Missouri:

New Franklin: South Howard
County Historical Society, PO Box
234, New Franklin MO 65274. A
New Franklin stamp is available at
the New Franklin Post Office.

Arrow Rock: Arrow Rock State
Historic Site, PO Box 1, Arrow Rock
MO 65320. You may request creden
tials and have your credential veri
fied to receive a certificate from the
Friends of Arrow Rock, PO Box 124,
Arrow Rock MO 65320.

Independence: National Frontier
Trails Center, 318 W Pacific, Inde
pendence MO 64050.
Kansas:

Shawnee: Johnson County Mu
seum, Lanesfield School House, 6305
Lackman, Shawnee KS 66217.

Olathe: Numerous locations, in
cluding Olathe Visitors' and Conven
tion Bureau located at 100 E Santa
Fe Olathe KS 66051. Other sites in
cl~de Mahaffie Farmstead and
Stagecoach Stop at 1100 Kansas City
Road, Great Mall of the Plains, the
Prairie Center, Kansas Machine
Shed Restaurant, Ernie Miller Na
ture Center, Holiday Inn, Comfort
Suite, and the Christian Book and
Gift Shoppe.

Council Grove: Council Grove and
Morris County Convention and Visi
tors' Bureau, 200 W Main St, Council
Grove KS 66846.

Hillsboro: Hillsboro Historical So
ciety and Pioneer Adobe House Mu
seum, 501 SAsh St, Hillsboro KS
67063; cancellation available March-
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December.
Lyons: Coronado Quivira Muse

um' 105 W Lyon, Lyons KS 67554.
Pawnee Rock: Pawnee Rock Post

Office.
Larned: Santa Fe Trail Center,

RR 3, Larned KS 67550, and Fort
Larned NHS, RR 3, Larned KS
67550.

Dodge City: Dodge City Visitors'
and Convention Bureau, 400 W Wy
att Earp Blvd, Dodge City KS 67801.

Lakin: Kearny County Historical
Society, 101-111 S Buffalo St, Lakin
KS 67860.
Oklahoma:

Boise City: Cimarron Heritage
Center, PO Box 214, Boise City OK
73933.
Colorado:

Las Animas: Boggsville Historic
Site, Las Animas CO 81054.

La Junta: Bent's Old Fort, 35110
Hwy 194 East, La Junta CO 81050.

Trinidad: Trinidad History
Museum, 300 E Main, Trinidad CO
80182; cancellation available during
the summer.
New Mexico:

Raton: Raton Chamber & Eco
nomic Development Council,Tourist
Information Center, 100 Clayton Rd,
intersection of highways 87/64 and S
Second St.

Cimarron: Cimarron Chamber of
Commerce, Cimarron NM 87714.

Watrous: Fort Union National
Monument, Watrous NM 87753.

Santa Fe: Palace of the Governors,
on the Plaza, PO Box 2087, Santa Fe
NM 87504.

Credentials are available to ser
ious Trail travelers while supplies
last. Additional cancellations are
available for National Park Pass
ports at 11 National Park Service
certified sites along the Trail.

DC RUTS REDEDICATED

SFTA me~ber Bill Bunyan served
as master of ceremonies at the re
dedication of the Trail ruts west of
Dodge City on May 1. The Boot Hill
Museum, Dodge City, Ford County,
and the National Park Service coop
erated to provide ADA-accessible
ramps and new signs at the site. Re
enactor Steve Germes, Lakin, KS,
opened the program with his por
trayal of a frontier scout. John Cono-
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boy, National Park Service, spoke
about development of the site.

Members of the DAR were on
hand for the ceremony. SFTA mem
bers Pat Traffas, Kansas DAR Re
gent, and Dixie Oringderff, regent of
the Dodge City Chapter of DAR,
rededicated DAR marker # 67 at the
site. This stone was originally set
three miles east of Cimarron in Gray
County but was moved in the 1960s.
It was relocated to this site in 1997.

The special program concluded
with a fIrst-person historical inter
pretation by SFTA Ambassador
David K. Clapsaddle, Larned, KS, of
Richard Blinn, whose wife Clara and
son Willie were captured in an
Indian raid in 1868.

TRAIL CENTER STAFF UPDATE
CHANGES are occurring at the
Santa Fe Trail Center, Larned, KS.
Alan Hitz, who served as archi
vist/education director, recently ac
cepted a position with the Union Pa
cillc Railroad. During his seven-year
tenure, Hitz's responsibilities in
cluded caring for the Center's library
and archives, assisting researchers,
cataloging and indexing archival col
lections, developing and presenting
programs to schools and civic groups,
conducting museum tours, and serv
ing as newsletter editor. Hitz also as
sisted when needed with nearly
every aspect of the museum's opera
tions, including exhibit planning and
installation, assisting with special
events, and serving as the computer
wizard.

Betsy Crawford-Gore was ap
pointed to the full-time position of
curator upon Hitz's departure. She
served as the Centers archivist/edu
cation director from 1984-1988. She
has served as archival consultant at
the Dubuque County Historical So
ciety and at the University of Du
buque in Iowa. She has also been
employed as a seasonal Park Ranger
at Fort Larned National Historic
Site, where her focus was curatorial
work. For the past two years she has
worked part-time as the Center's gift
shop assistant and was appointed
part-time collections curator in 1997.
As full-time curator, Crawford-Gore
will care for and catalog both the
three-dimensional and archival col
lections. The museum is currently
seeking a person to fill the part-time
position of education director.
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KAW WARRIOR STATUE DEDI
CATION AT COUNCIL GROVE

by Deanne Wright

(SFTA board member Wright is cura
tor ofKaw Mission at Council Grove).

A bronze statue of a Kaw (or Kansa)
warrior, the "Guardian of the
Grove," will be dedicated Saturday,
June 13, at 5 pm during the Wah
Shun-Gah Days Festival in Council
Grove, KS. Placed in juxtaposition to
the Madonna of the Trail statue at
the intersection of Highways 177
and 56, the statue honors the Indian
tribe for which Kansas is named (the
Kansa or Kaw). The statue is the re
sult of a fIve-year fund-raising effort
led by the Friends ofKaw Heritage, a
support organization for the Kaw
Mission State Historic Site.

Mark Samsel, Council Grove art
ist and sculptor, envisioned this
statue while on a walk in the Flint
Hills of Kansas. He conducted exten
sive research to create a representa
tion that is deeply rooted in the his
toric and natural context of Council
Grove. The statue is being cast at the
Eldon Tefft Studio and Foundry in
Lawrence, KS.

The Kaw Nation of Oklahoma has
endorsed the sculpture and will par
ticipate in its dedication. Also at
Wah-Shun-gah Days, the Kaw Na
tion will hold its Council Grove In
ternational Powwow for the fIrst
time on the grounds of the Kaw Mis
sion State Historic Site.

Previously, the powwow had been
held at the ball park. The change in
location places the powwow where
the new Neosho Riverwalk opens di
rectly onto the Kaw Mission grounds
and returns the powwow to its place
as the central event of Wah-Shun
Gah Days in Council Grove.

The Neosho Riverwalk features
the historic crossing of the Santa Fe
Trail. An interpretive wayside ex
hibit sponsored by the National Park
Service and Council Grove is near a
low-water walking bridge over the
Neosho. Nine more wayside exhibits
will be placed in Council Grove later
this summer.

Information about the dedication
and the powwow is available from
Deanne Wright, Curator, Kaw Mis
sion State Historic Site, 500 N Mis
sion, Council Grove, KS 66846 (316)
767-5410.
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BULLWHACKING
by Marc Simmons

(SFTA founder, first president, and
officially designated "Father of the
Santa Fe Trail Association," Marc
Simmons kindly offered to share this
column with WT. It is reprinted from
the Santa Fe Reporter, March 11-17,
1998.)

THE ancient art of long-haul bull
whacking is dead. It no longer has a
place in the modern world. The last
stand of the bullwhacker (or ox
drover) was the old Santa Fe Trail
whose wagon trains ran cross~
country for almost 60 years, down to
1880.

Mules fIrst were tried on the trail
and worked fairly well, pulling the
giant freight wagons. But in the late
1820s merchant Charles Bent exper
imented with oxen and discovered
they performed as well or better.

The term oxen refers to any cattle
used as draft animals. Both bulls
and steers qualifIed, but on Western
trails the former predominated.

Many of the retired drovers, who
wrote down their reminiscences, in
cluded a statement like this: "Seek
ing adventure in my youth, I signed
on driving bulls to Santa Fe."

For many years, Independence,
MO, served as the trailhead and out
fItting point. There you could buy
draft stock, equipment, and supplies.
A new ox yoke cost $3 and you might
get it custom-carved to comfortably
fIt the necks of specific animals.

Freighters bought oxen from local
farmers and of course preferred the
experienced kind. But often they had
to take some young, green stock also,
and hope they could learn "on the
job."

That situation always provided a
free circus with the initial hitching
up near the Independence square.
The whackers would rope the new
oxen by the horns and tie on to a
wagon wheel as anchor.

Then a pair of these unruly young
sters was placed under a yoke and
locked in with ox bows. The process
was attended by much kicking and
bellowing, to the delight of bystand
ers.

Up to six or more pairs, or spans,
under yoke were used to draw a
wagon. A heavy, seasoned span was
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placed first, next to the wagon, these
two were called the wheelers.

Ahead of them came the swings;
that is the middle spans. Green oxen
went here, where they could do the
least damage.

Finally, out front were the lead
ers, old pros who were lighter than
the wheelers. Frequently, they were
leggy Texas range cattle, able to set a
fast pace for the rest of the team.

Many journals mention the loud
cursing of the bullwhackers when
they yoked up. In fact, profanity was
their hallmark, much to the discom
fort of other travelers.

Susan Magoffin, for one, in her
1846 diary said, "I scarcely believe
they need so much swearing!"

The freighting company of Rus
sell, Majors and Wadell in the 1860s
made the drovers clean up their act.
To get ajob with the firm, they had to
sign a pledge not to cuss.

The company also gave every man
a Bible to carryon the trail. As a re
sult, these employees were nick
named "Bible Backs," or B.B.'s for
short, by other drovers. Preachers of
the day, when warning their flocks
not to use profane language, some
times added, "unless you are whack
ing bulls on the Santa Fe Trail."
Many folks believed a bull train
could not be managed properly with
out CUTses.

Whackers by custom walked the
entire distance to New Mexico beside
their teams. To control them, they
used shouted commands (or profan
ity) and a long whip known as a
blacksnake.

This whip was the emblem or
trademark of the bullwhacker's pro
fession and he was a master when it
came to skillful use. With the mere
flip of the wrist, a man could take off
the head of a rattlesnake at 20 paces.

When the whacker popped his
five-pound whip, it sounded like a
pistol shot. But seldom did he actu
ally touch the rumps of his beloved
oxen. The noise alone conveyed his
wishes, and the beasts responded.

Mter a few days on the trail, the
gl'een oxen settled down and daily
work became routine. Evenings
around the campfire there was music
and storytelling.

Bullwhackers, years later recall
ing their experiences on the open
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trail, spoke wistfully of what they
had seen and done.

Much of the lore associated with
bullwhacking has been forgotten,
and probably never can be recovered.
But the scattered fragments
remaining suggest that this chapter
in the story of overland trans
portation was a fascinating one, and
played a significant role in westward
expansion.

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTiCeS-
Susan Calafate Boyle, Los Capitalis
tas: Hispano Merchants and the
Santa Fe Trade. Albuquerque: Uni
versity of New Mexico Press, 1997.
Pp. xvii + 236. Maps, illustrations,
notes, appendices, glossary, bibliog
raphy, index. Cloth, $45.00.

There is less here than meets the
eye. This book consists of 236 pages,
of which 114 are "text," including the
Introduction and Conclusion, and
the rest appendices-some of which
are of dubious value and of little in
terest to the general reader-and
Notes, the latter taking up 47 pages.
Usually a note is supposed to cite a
source or confirm an assertion by ref
erence to some other evidence, but
this author sometimes sticks in
notes to write about something that
probably should be in the text itself,
or to tell another anecdote. Finally,
there is a 19-page bibliography.

Los Capitalistas addresses an im
portant subject, the role of Hispanic
merchants, traders, or "capitalists,"
in the history of the Santa Fe trade,
but alas, it is more of a misaddress
than an address. Stylistically, the
book is in parts very tedious to read,
and unnecessarily so. The author is
overly fond of using Spanish words
where English would do just fine.
Moreover, she uses Spanish words
for which neither she nor the reader
knows the meaning (measurements,
weights, and the like). Why?

The book is notable for the in
stances in which the author asserts
something and then adds that the
records are absent or incomplete or
untrustworthy. One has to wonder
on what she bases the assertions. As
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one example, she says in the Intro
duction that "... this book examines
the controversy [what controversy?]
regarding economic control of the
Santa Fe trade before and after the
Mexican War. Unfortunately, lack of
systemic information regarding own
ership, the value and amount of mer
chandise and its origin and final des
tination prevents a definitive analy
sis of the trade between New Mexico
and the United States during the
nineteenth century." Well, I thought
that analysis was supposed to be the
subject of this book.

I'd like to quote the entire second
paragraph on page 67 of the book,
but you'll have to read that yourself.
Suffice it to say that it is a litany of
what data don't exist, or that the
author didn't fmd. The book reveals
about as much of the lack of informa
tion as information. It is, in fact, a se
ries of inconclusive anecdotes.

There are many other faults with
this attempt to write about an impor
tant subject. One example: the
author states that Felipe Chavez
(the subject of an entire chapter) " .
seldom hesitated to lend money .
yet ... seldom failed to charge the
prevailing interest on his loans." A
few pages later she says, "... with
few exceptions there is no informa
tion on the interest rates he charged,
or ifhe regularly did so." Excuse me?

Nevertheless, the chapter on Fe
lipe Chavez is probably the best part
of the book. It does give us something
of a picture of the man and his trade
practices, but even here the writing
isn't well organized and reveals the
author's liking for lists that don't
particularly prove the points she is
trying to make.

There is no question that the
author did a lot of research. How
ever, in my view, this book is little
more than a gluing together of 3x5
cards (or computer notes), and with
not much glue. I have no doubt that
Ms. Boyle's research will be valuable
to some subsequent author who, one
hopes, will write the book she tried
but failed to write.

-E. Donald Kaye

(SFTA member Kaye, Santa Fe, is a
retired Army officer who has a long
time interest in the history of New
Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado. He
holds an A.B. from the University of
Chicago, an M.B.A. from Harvard,
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J.D. from the University of Denver,
and is a member of the Board of Di
rectors of the Historical Society of
New Mexico.)

Gregory M. Franzwa, The Oregon
Trail Revisited. Silver Anniversary
Edition, Tucson: The Patrice Press,
1997. Foreword by Robert M. Utley.
Pp. xxiii + 419. Maps, illustrations,
bibliography, index. Paper, $19.95,
plus $3.95 shipping, available from
Patrice Press (800) 367-9242.

This is the futh edition of Franz
wa's classic guide to the Oregon

Evelyn A. Barlow, Emily and the
Santa Fe Trail. Shawnee Mission,
KS: Rock Creek Press, 1998. Il
lustrated by Linda Newton. Pp. 64.
Paper, $8.00, plus $2.00 shipping,
available from John Wornall House
Museum, 146 W 61st Terrace, Kan
sas City MO 64113 (816) 444-1858.

This short novel is intended for
readers in the sixth through eighth
grades. It is the story of Emily John
son, a twelve year old who convinces
her father to let her accompany his
wagon load of goods to Santa Fe in
1846. Traveling in the same caravan
is Susan Shelby Magoffin, whom
Emily meets and befriends. Some of
Emily's experiences are based on ac
tual events in Magoffin's diary.

With one vital exception, the
author follows the story of the Trail
closely. Scenes of "catching up,"
camp cooking (Emily cooks for a
"mess" of ten men), weather, creek
crossings and other developments
ring true. A short vocabulary guide
would have aided readers confronted
with unfamiliar Trail terms, though
there is an attempt in the text itself
to demonstrate what a "tar pot" or
"dutch oven" might be. Two plot ele
ments include a mysterious package
wrapped in blue paper which Emily
is entrusted to deliver in Santa Fe
and a thirteen-year-old boy, Hawk
Hammond, who starts out resenting
Emily but ends up being her friend.

The Mexican-American War is not
mentioned in the book at all, even
though Emily is traveling the Trail
in 1846. This is a curious omission
and gives an inaccurate picture of
this pivotal year on the Santa Fe
Trail. Consequently, the book serves
as an introduction to Trail lore but
not to Trail history.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Roger D. Launius, Alexander Wil
limn Doniphan: Portrait of a Mis
souri Moderate. Columbia: Univer
sity ofMissouri Press, 1997. Pp. xiv +
316. Maps, illustrations, notes, bibli
ography, index. Cloth, $37.50.

SFTA members will be most inter
ested in the portions of this volume
dealing with Doniphan's Expedition
during the Mexican-American War,
1846-1847. The rest of the story of
this Missouri attorney is absorbing
too, for Doniphan (1808-1887) was a
fascinating character.

His representation of the Mor
mons in Missouri during the late
1830s is one of the strong sections of
this biography. Doniphan's family
life was tragic; he lost both sons and
his wife at an early age. An influen
tial Whig in Missouri politics, Doni
phan held office for only a short time.
He was a moderate during and after
the Civil War. His later life and ca
reer were rather uneventful, espe
cially compared to the first 40 years
and his popularity at the end of the
war with Mexico.

His tenure as colonel of the First
Missouri Volunteers was the high
light of his public life. The author
knows more about Doniphan than
about the Santa Fe Trail and the
war, but he provides a good over
view. This is the best biography of
Doniphan to date.

Jane Mallinson, Nancy Lewis, and
Anne Mallinson, Petticoat Pioneers,
Video. Shawnee: Kaw Valley Films
& Video, 1998, 52 minutes, $49.95
plus $4.00 shipping; order from Jl;lne
Mallinson, PO Box 8604, Sugar
Creek MO 64054.

This professional video, produced
by Jane and John Mallinson and
written by SFTA members, intro
duces the changing roles and impor
tance of women in the American
West during the 19th century. It is
designed to be used in the classroom.

The script, photography, and nar
ration are well done (except for the
mispronunciation of "Arkansas Ri
ver"). A few women are selected to
represent the theme: Sacagawea
who helped guide Lewis and Clark,
Mary Easton Sibley who established
the school that became Lindenwood
College, Amanda Young Brown
(daughter of Hiram Young at lnde-
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a narrative overview of events.

••••

Trail, now completely revised and
updated, including many new photo
graphs. Originally published in
1972, the best just got better, and it
remains the quintessential guide for
anyone following any portion of the
historic road to Oregon.

Part I provides a brief overview of
the history and significance of the
Oregon Trail; Part II offers detailed
directions to find the trail from Mis
souri to Oregon, and Part III outlines
a "speed trip" (about 10 days) over
the 2,000-mile route. Franzwa has
done himself and the Oregon Trail
proud.
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Thomas S. Edrington and John Tay
lor, The Battle of Glorieta Pass: A
Gettysburg of the West, March 26-28,
1862. Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1998. Pp. ix +
176. Maps, illustrations, notes, ap
pendix, bibliography, index. Cloth,
$30.00.

There have been many accounts of
this Civil War battle on the Santa Fe
Trail, that has long been considered
the turning point of the conflict in
the Southwest. These authors chal
lenge that view, concluding the bat
tle was "not a Gettysburg in the
West, but a hollow and bloody adden
dum to a campaign whose outsome
had already been decided" (p. 122).
They declare that, even had the Con
federates not lost the supply train,
they could not have taken Fort Un
ion and its storehouses of supplies.

This handsome volume is well il
lustrated and includes good maps.
The format is the same as Taylor's
Bloody Valverde (1995), which concl
uded that Valverde was the decisive
battle of the war in New Mexico. The
research is impressive. The text is a
fair summary of events, but little
that is new has been added.

There are a few errors that lead
one to question the authors' under
standing of the records. John C.
McFerran, who may have been the
,most important Union officer in New
Mexico during the Civil War, is men
tioned only in footnotes where he is
identified simply as "McFiman."
SFTA member Francis Kajencki's
name is misspelled (p. 100). The au
thors discredit some myths and per
petuate others.

This is not the final word on Glori
eta Pass, but readers may want this
book for the illustrations, maps, and

•

•
-Mike Olsen

•

•

•

•
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THE WAGON TONGUE

-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS

(This column, the title of which is an
unpardonable play on words, invites
readers to speak their thoughts or the
thoughts of others related to the
Trail, SFTA, and the human condi
tion. Submissions will be included
and edited at the editor's discretion.)

"I was always complaining about
the ruts in the road until I realized
that the ruts are the road."

-Unknown

pendence MO) who graduated from
Oberlin College and became an edu
cator, Christiana McCoy (wife of
Isaac McCoy) who taught Indian
children, women who traveled the
Santa Fe and Oregon trails, the Har
vey girls, and others.

Unfortunately the continuity is
disrupted near the end by switching
to the story of the DAR (another
topic for another place). This incon
gruity is a distraction (almost a com
mercial) rather than a complement.
This space would be much better
used by presenting more women of
the 19th-century West, especially
those who took homesteads or oper
ated small-town businesses, to en
hance the objectives of the program.

The enclosed photos [not printed
because burned pasture is mostly
black] show what a "great" job the
Boot Hill Museum and National
Park Service are doing to protect the
Trail ruts west of Dodge City. I
stopped at the site the first part of
April. Not only was the site burned,
but you can see vehicle (possibly
ATV) tracks going across the swales.
There isn't a lot that can be done if
the government involved doesn't
give a damn, and that is certainly
what it looks like west of Dodge.

Ray E. Jenkins
1687 Rheims Ct

Montrose CO 81410

I appreciate your concern but
would note that fire is a part ofgrass
land ecology. The tracks are un
sightly but probably caused no per
manent damage. The bridges over the
ruts, however, are much more offen
sive and destructive of whatever his
torical integrity this site once had.
Your conclusion is warranted.

Editor

NORTH BRANCH OF THE OLD SPANISH TRAIL
by Jack Nelson

the Indians, whose land the Spanish
had invaded, lasted for decades.
Trails used by military expeditions
led north from Santa Fe into the San
Luis Valley and the area north of the
Taos Pueblo. These routes eventu
ally became heavily used to re
supply the military and the settlers
in the San Luis Valley area.

The Ute Indians, whose hunting
grounds extended throughout much
of Utah and the western half of Colo
rado, had created and used trails
which crisscrossed the entire region.
Among the first documented Span
ish expeditions to penetrate this
area was one noted by a Spanish
priest, Fray Alonso de Posoda. He
mentioned having known of the area
near the confluence of the White and
Green Rivers as early as the 1680s.
Another intrepid traveler, Juan
Maria de Rivera, was in the Delta,
CO, region as early as 1765. He may
even have sent two of his scouts as
far north as the Colorado River.

The one expedition ofvital historic
interest was that of Fathers Dom
inguez and Escalante, which trav
ersed the Uncompahgre Plateau,
passed through the Montrose and
Delta, CO, area, crossed over Grand
Mesa, then proceeded north and
west across the Book Cliff Range to
travel through northeast Utah. They
eventually returned to Santa Fe by
going south through Utah then going
east after reaching the vicinity of St.
George.

It was not until after Mexico
achieved independence from Spain,
in 1821, that the North Branch ofthe
Old Spanish Trail came into its own.
With the burgeoning fur trade, be
ginning in the 1820s, the need for a
source of supply to fill the needs of
the mountain men trapping in the
fur-rich region of northeast Utah
and western Colorado created a need
for an access tntil.

The fabled mountain men were
the ones who created a viable trail,
beginning in the middle 1820s, that
stretched from Santa Fe and Taos
into northeastern Utah. Men with
the names of Louis and Antoine Ro
bidoux, William Wolfskill, George C.
Yount, Antoine Leroux, and Kit Car
son, to name a few, left an ephemeral

(Nelson is president of the North
Branch Chapter, Old Spanish Trail
Association. Membership in the Old
Spanish Trail Association may be ob
tained by sending $10 a year per in
dividual, $15 for a family, or $25 for
an institution to OSTA, PO Box 430,
Del Norte CO 81132.)

THE Old Spanish Trail played a
large role in the development of
trade and travel between two far
flung areas of settlement during the
early nineteenth century. Stretching
over 1,200 miles between Santa Fe,
New Mexico, and Los Angeles, Cali
fornia, the trail aided in creating a
sense of unity between people still
under the influence of Mexico. Kit
Carson described it as never more
than a mule-pack-train route. It
crossed some of the most rugged ter
rain imaginable: deserts, mountains,
canyons, and swift, treacherous riv
ers. The terrain dictated the long
sinuous route through New Mexico,
Colorado, Utah, Arizona, Nevada,
and California.

Unlike the heavily traveled Santa
Fe and Oregon trails, the Old Span
ish Trail left few lasting physical
scars to mark its passage. Wagon
wheel ruts, cut into stone, will last
for centuries, but pack-animal tracks
usually remained until a sand storm.

The Old Spanish Trail, in generaL
followed a route north and west of
Santa Fe to present Durango, CO,
continued on to cross the Colorado
River near Moab, UT, then on to an
other ford at Green River, UT. From
that river crossing, the trail went
west before turning near Price, UT.
It then followed a southwest course
to Los Angeles.

Divergent trails, usually estab
lished for convenience, necessity, or
economic gain, branched off the Old
Spanish Trail, especially near its ori
gins out of Santa Fe. One such a trail
has become known as the North
Branch.

Soon after Santa Fe was founded
in the early 1600s, small outlying
settlements to the north were estab
lished. Small garrisons of military
personnel were housed in tiny make
shift forts to serve as a buffer zone to
protect Santa Fe from marauding In
dians. An uneasy relationship with

••••
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trail, etched only in the pages of his
tory.

Antoine Robidoux established two
trading posts. Fort Uncompahgre lo
cated near Delta, CO, was erected in
the 1820s. Robidoux founded Fort
Uintah, on the Uintah River in Utah,
sometime in the early 1830s. To re
supply these outposts, a trail to and
from the nearest source for trade
merchandise was vital. A route, with
shortcuts and bypasses, came into
heavy use between 1827 and 1844,
traveled by pack mules laden with
up to 300 pounds of supplies and
equipment.

This route, usually called the Old
Spanish Trail by those using it, has
recently been recognized as the
North Branch. The North Branch di
verged from the main route at a river
crossing ofthe Rio Grande at the San
Juan Pueblo north of Santa Fe. Two
routes went north, one on each side
of the San Luis Valley. After con
verging at Saguache, the Trail con
tinued north to Cochetopa Pass,
where it divided again. One route
went west to Montrose and the Un
compahgre River Valley, then swung
north to Antoine Robidoux's fort
near Delta. Another trail, and one
probably heavily used by supply
trains, followed down Cochetopa
Creek, to ford the Gunnison River,
then traveled the north side of the
river west. Upon reaching the area of
Curecante Creek, a trail traversed
the canyon to head north and west to
reach Fort Uncompahgre. Another
route ascended Ohio Creek after
fording the Gunnison River, then af
ter peaking out near Kebler Pass,
dropped down through the Anthra
cite Creek watershed then on to Fort
Uncompahgre.

Fort Uncompahgre appeared to be
a focal point for trade with the Ute
Indians and a supply center for the
trappers and forts up in northeast
ern Utah and southern Wyoming.
The North Branch solidified into one
trail at the fort, to head north to the
vital "crossing of the Grand." The
Grand, as the Colorado River was
called at that time, could be safely
crossed at one ofits few fords located
in present Grand Junction, CO (up
per end of the accessible arroyo still
visible at 2825 Unaweep Avenue).
The "Crossing of the Grand" was to
become a virtual funnel over which
almost all traffic over the North
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Branch traveled. From the ford, the
trail followed the north bank of the
river west for over twenty miles bef
ore it branched once more. One route
later became a well-used wagon trail
followed the "Grand" River as far
south and west as the Delores River
before turning to the northwest.
Traversing the barren, almost wa
terless desert for many miles, the
North Branch finally connected once
again with the main route of the Old
Spanish Trail near Green River, UT.

Another trail which branched off
at Salt Creek was heavily used by
the trader/trapper mule-train pack
ers. This route crossed the desert ter
rain until reaching Westwater Creek
Canyon. Ascending the steep Book
Cliff Range, this well-traveled route
crossed the mountains to reach the
Green River near its confluence with
the White River. After fording the
Green River, the Trail went up the
Uintah, or "Winty" River to old Fort
Uintah.

Both Fort Uncompahgre and Fort
Uintah were destroyed by Indian
raids about 1844. Their destruction,
along with the demise of the fur
trade, virtually closed long stretches
of the North Branch of the Old
Spanish Trail at that time. Existing
for only a short period in history, the
North Branch should never be
forgotten. Wagon trains were to
follow much of its route beginning in
the 1850s, only to be supplanted by
modern highways. A full day's trek
by mule pack train is now traveled in
less than an hour by today's automo
biles.

AMERICAN INDIAN HORSE
by David K. Clapsaddle

THE American Indian horse, de
rived from Barb and Andalusian
stock and brought to the western
hemisphere by Spanish explorers in
the 15th and 16th centuries, was a
small but sturdy animal. Ranging in
height from thirteen to sixteen
hands and weighing seven hundred
to one thousand pounds, the Indian
horse has a narrow chest and trim
legs. Sometimes solid colored and
sometimes spotted, the Indian horse
appears in virtually every color
known to equinity. Perhaps the most
outstanding quality is a docile na
ture which endeared them to their
Indian owners. Genetically, many of
the American Indian horses have
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A fine example of the American Indian
horse in residence at Rancho San Fran
cisco, Lockhart, lX.

one less vertebrae than other horses.
In 1861 a search was made of re

mote ranching areas and Indian res
ervations to identify horses which
possess the characteristic of Barb/
Andalusian descendants. These ani
mals became the genesis for the
American Indian Horse Registry
subsequently established. Head
quarters for the registry is at Rancho
San Francisco near Lockhart, TX.
Further information can be obtained
by writing the Registry at RR 3 Box
64, Lockhart TX 78644.

POST OFFICE OAK
-lETTERS-

Editor:
Having just returned from the

mid-year board of directors meeting
in Santa Fe, I feel that special appre
ciation should be extended to the
board and officers for their continu
ing to meet twice a year to devote
their energies toward Association
business. Much is being accom
plished and President Margaret
Sears has done a good job of leading
the board's effort to address the is
sues important to the Trail, the As
sociation, and our chapters.

Ross Marshall
6624 Craig Rd

Merriam KS 66202
Editor:

I thank everyone for the prayers,
cards, and good wishes while I was
recuperating from hip surgery. I
have a brand new store-bought hip
joint. Hip, Hip, Hurray!

Paul F. Bentrup
PO Box 595

Lakin KS 67860
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THE CADDO AGENCY SITE AND JOHN W. PROWERS'S FIRST RANCH
AT BIG TIMBERS, BENT COUNTY, COLORADO

by Richard F. Carrillo and Philip L. Petersen

(Richard Carrillo is a historical ar
chaeologist and Phil Petersen is his
torical researcher at Boggsuille. Both
are residents of La Junta, CO, and
members ofSFTA. Petersen serves on
the board of directors and is chair
man of the mapping committee. This
article is adapted from a larger study
of archaeological investigations con
ducted in 1995 at the Caddo Agency
and John W. Prowers's Ranch, pre
pared for the Pioneer Historical Soci
ety of Bent County, Las Animas,
Colorado, with funds provided by the
Colorado Historical Society.)
THE story of the Caddo Agency site
and John W. Prowers's first ranch
along the Arkansas River in present
southeastern Colorado has a connec
tion with the history of the Santa Fe
Trail as well as the immediate re
gion. The following provides general
background and a summary history
of this site.

The Mexican-American War, 1846
to 1848, ended with the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo which confirmed
annexation of Mexico's far northern
frontier by the United States, includ
ing the present states of evada,
Utah, California, Arizona, New Mex
ico, and portions of Colorado. There
followed two decades of transition,
leading to permanent Hispanic and
Anglo-American occupation of south
eastern Colorado. The fur and buf
falo trade declined while a few hardy
souls attempted to settle the region.

The first settlements in the Ar
kansas River valley were restricted
primarily to the area of present
Pueblo. By the 1850s agricultural
patterns were established in south
eastern Colorado. Stores in towns
such as Costilla, San Luis, and Cone
jos were growing and provided trade
goods to settlers who were able to
sell grains, corn, and other crops.
Trade northward was limited but
increased following the discovery of
gold later in the decade. Gold seekers
crossed the region and, more impor
tantly, the gold camps, and later coal
mining towns, became markets for
locally-produced food. A booming
trade developed between southern
Colorado and the Denver market.

Settlement of the lower Arkansas
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Valley was a response to both the
Santa Fe trade and the Colorado
gold rush. In 1859 William Bent was
appointed Indian agent for the tribes
located on the Upper Platte and Ar
kansas rivers. He made improve
ments to his ranch on the Purgatoire
River, near its confluence with the
Arkansas, about that time. In 1860
Thomas O. Boggs acquired over 2,000
acres of the Las Animas Land Grant
along the Purgatoire, south of Bent's
Ranch, which he used as a summer
range for livestock

The United States Army re
mained an important presence in the
region. Soldiers attempted to guar
antee the safety of settlers by con
trolling the Indian population and by
providing secure outposts for trading
and a communication network. The
increase in traffic over the Santa Fe
Trail to the mining regions of Colo
rado created problems with Indians
of the region. As a consequence, the
War Department, on June 30, 1860,
ordered a military fort to be con
structed at Big Timbers.

In September companies of the
First U.S. Cavalry and the Tenth
U.S. Infantry arrived at Bent's New
Fort. The site selected for the con
struction of the new fort was bottom
land about one-half mile west of
Bent's New Fort on the north side of
the Arkansas River. Constructed of
adobe and initially named Fort Wise
after Virginia Governor Henry A.
Wise, the name was changed to Fort
Lyon to honor Brigadier General Na
thaniel Lyon, the first Union general
to be killed in the Civil War. The
Caddo Agency site was situated west
of the Fort Lyon military reserva
tion.

Colorado Territory was created in
1861, just prior to the outbreak ofthe
Civil War. Counties were created
and local governments established.
The people of Colorado, believing an
attempt would be made by the Con
federate States to invade the gold
fields, remained loyal to the Union.
Because of the war, immigration
from the East declined, and large
numbers of individuals returned
east to participate in the fighting.

Settlement in southeastern Colo-
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rado remained sparse in the early
1860s because of the Civil War and
Indian problems. The decade of the
1860s, especially the early portion,
was one of persistent turmoil caused
by tribes in the area. During this pe
riod treaties were signed and reser
vations established. The Southern
Cheyennes and Southern Arapahos
signed the Fort Wise Treaty of 1861,
which mandated the exchange of
their traditional hunting land be
tween the Platte and Arkansas riv
ers for a smaller reservation extend
ing from Sand Creek to the Huerfano
along the Arkansas River.

Some members of these tribes
never accepted the treaty, and they
continued to raid. Army reprisals fol
lowed. The situation degenerated in
1864. Violence spread along the Ar
kansas Valley and southeastern
Colorado during the late spring
when Cheyennes attacked and
burned the Missouri Stage Compa
ny's Iron Spring stage station, lo
cated on the Mountain Route of the
Santa Fe Trail. The murder of the
Hungate family near Denver led to a
series of events eventually resulting
in the Sand Creek Massacre. The
warfare came to a temporary halt
the following year when several
plains tribes signed the treaties of
the Little Arkansas. The Southern
Cheyennes and Arapahos were as
signed reservations south of the Ar
kansas River in Kansas and present
Oklahoma.

By 1867 some of them were raid
ing the settlements again and, after
the failure of the Hancock Expedi
tion to bring peace to the plains, the
Treaty of Medicine Lodge was signed
by five plains tribes in October. This
treaty allowed stage lines and rail
roads to pass through hunting
grounds and called for these tribes to
relinquish land claims in Kansas.
The treaty established reservations
in present Oklahoma.

The treaty failed, however, and
raiding broke out again in 1868. A
major military campaign during the
winter of 1868-1869 resulted in relo
cation of most of the Southern Chey
ennes and Arapahos to their reserva
tions. This removed a major threat to
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settlers in the region by 1870. How
ever, a few minor incidents involving
small groups of Indians occurred un
til the mid-1870s.

By the mid-1860s, in spite of these
troubles, permanent settlement
along the Arkansas River and its
tributaries increased. The period be
tween 1867 and 1870 proved crucial
in the historical development of the
area. The military presence in the
immediate region protected emi
grants and settlers. In 1867 Fort
Lyon was moved farther west to a
point near the mouth of the Purga
toire River.

Bent County was created by the
Colorado Territorial Legislature in
April 1870. Las Animas City was
designated as the county seat. The
county extended from the Kansas
line west approximately 110 miles.
In 1873 the Kansas Pacific Railroad
extended track and service from Kit
Carson to new West Las Animas.
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railroad (AT&SF) reached Las Ani
mas in 1875. The railroads helped
transform the region again. A popu
lation boom brought many farmers
and ranchers to the area.

The Caddo Agency was establish
ed during the era summarized above.
The Caddos had been displaced from
their ancestral homes in eastern
Louisiana and pushed west into Ar
kansas and, finally, Texas during
the period from the mid-1500s to the
1840s. This resulted from the ad
vancement of Spanish, French, and
Anglo-American settlers. The Cad
dos lived peacefully in eastern Texas
until about 1849. Increasing Ameri
can settlement forced them to move
again in the 1850s. In 1855 they
were relocated on a smaller reserva
tion south of the Brazos River in
Texas. There they farmed, built log
houses, and sent their children to the
reservation school.

Despite their efforts to become
"civilized" by Anglo-American stan
dards, they were still considered to
be Indians by non-Indian settlers
who wanted them removed from
Texas. Increasing violence against
the Caddos in Texas led to their re
moval to present Oklahoma in 1859.
They shared a reserve with Ana
darko tribal groups. The census
showed 244 Caddo and 218 Ana
darko people. The Civil War brought
further change to their lives.
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The Caddo, Anadarko, and other
tribes were forced to show their alle
giance to the South by taking up
arms against the Union or leave
their homes and farms. Fearing mis
treatment by Texas Confederates,
they packed up the few belongings
they could carry and took their fami
lies and some livestock northward
into Kansas, seeking refuge there
until they might return to their re
serve. Approximately 1,000 Indians,
including the Caddos, traveled at
night to prevent detection. When
they were within 100 miles of Fort
Larned, they sent a delegation of 26
spokesmen to seek permission from
the Indians residing in the area and
from federal authorities to live near
the Arkansas River for the duration
of the Civil War.

Indian Agent Samuel G. Colley
met with some of the Caddos while
he was at Fort Larned in Jaunary
1863. Colley noted that the emigrant
tribes were destitute and that the
plains tribes under his agency re
ceived the newcomers with friend
ship. Colley told the advance contin
gent that he was confident the U.S.
government would protect them and
promised to plead their case.!

The location of the Caddo and
other groups after the January re
port was not known until June 1863,
when Agent Colley reported that the
Caddos received goods and provi
sions purchased by the government.
The tribes were then camped south
of Fort Larned. They had built
thatched huts of grass and had dug
wells. Had they not found plenty of
buffalo to eat, Colley indicated, they
surely would have starved. The
Caddos remained in a deplorable
condition. Although the earlier re
port stated that about 1,000 Indians
had left Texas, Colley now reported
"about 450 persons equally divided
among their men, women & children,
about 150 each." He indicated that
about 300 more tribal members were
on their way north from Texas.2

The Indian camp was later noted
by Sergeant William Heagerty, Co.
A, 11th Missouri Volunteer Cavalry,
on October 11, 1863, when he re
corded in his diary, "12M. got to Ft
Larnard and camped.... In camp
near here is a group of Cadoes, they
are from Texas & were driven out by
the rebels because they were loyal to
the U.S.,,3 They were anticipating re-
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location to Colorado Territory, pre
parations for which were underway.

Because Colley was busy with the
affairs of the plains tribes under his
urisdiction, including the Southern
Cheyennes and Arapahos, Acting
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Charles Mix appointed Judge John
W. Wright of Longsport, Indiana, as
special agent for the Caddos. In
Mix's directive of August 14, 1863,
Wright was to purchase six yoke of
oxen, a wagon, plows, harrows, and
other farm and tillage tools. Also in
cluded were blacksmith tools and
two scrapers to be used to construct
irrigation ditches. Wright was in
structed to hire a carpenter and
blacksmith to accompany him to the
Upper Arkansas Agency and report
to Colley. For this effort, Wright was
authorized $4000.00 in government
funds to carry out his new duties.4

On the same day Acting Commis
sioner Mix sent instructions to Col
ley: "... You are directed to select a
suitable location for these Indians
south of the Arkansas river and east
of the Purgatory river, and lying
along these rivers, if that point shall
be found practicable, or at some
point where at least five hundred
acres ofland suitable for agricultural
purposes, and that can be conven
iently irrigated, may be found, hav
ing a special regard to the conven
ience of timber.

"In view of the friendly character
of these Indians and their disposi
tion to engage in agricultural pur
suits, it is deemed important that
the selection made .by you shall be as
near as practicable to the Santa Fe
road, in order that they may dispose
of their surplus products to the emi
grants passing along the route."s

Mix further informed Colley that
Wright would confer with the Cad
dos regarding these plans and that if
the Caddos should, for some reason,
not accept the selected site or be un
willing to engage in the project, Col
ley was to hold the land to be turned
over to the Cheyennes and Arapa
hoes. 6 Mix apparently was not aware
that any land selected south of the
Arkansas River would be out of the
designated Cheyenne-Arapaho res
ervation.

In an undated letter (around Sep
tember 26,1863) Judge Wright, writ
ing to Interior Secretary J. P. Usher,
reported progress on the proposed
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Caddo Agency. Wright visited the
Caddos at their camp near Fort
Larned on his way west. There he
met with five Caddo men who were
to accompany him to the new site. As
the contingent of travelers arrived at
Fort Larned, however, the Caddo
men were suddenly called back be
cause of rumors of a possible inva
sion of their camp by Texans.

The five tribesmen left a week
later to meet with Wright at the new
site near Fort Lyon. Upon their arri
val, the Caddos, Judge Wright, and
Agent Colley inspected the land cho
sen for their new homes. The area se
lected was a wide plain of river bot
tom, approximately 2,000 acres,
which was irrigable, located west of
the Fort Lyon Military Reservation
and just over a mile below the mouth
of the stream named Caddo Creek.
The wide plain of river bottom was
known as "The Meadows."

Regarding the Caddos, Judge
Wright stated: "I do not know that
there ever was any mission estab
lishment in their nation, but they
profess Christianity, and are as non
resistant as the Friends in war,
while their preacher speaks to them
so loud in his discourse you can hear
him a mile. In their dress it is about
one-half Indian. The provisions fur
nished them last spring by the gov
ernment was principally eaten by
their kind neighbors, the Comanches
and Kiowas. With these warlike
tribes, and all others on the plains,
the Caddo are very popular, being
universal favorites."?

Wright stated that neighboring
tribal groups had eaten nearly all
the cattle and flour belonging to the
Caddos. He also reported that the
Caddos numbered 426, had a large
number of horses, 27 cows, and one
yoke of oxen. Mter inspecting the
property at The Meadows, the Caddo
leaders were reported to be anxious
to move to the new location.8

Mter viewing the area, Francis
Parkman, head chief of the Caddos,
with John S. Smith as interpreter
and Robert Bent as scribe, directed a
letter to Indian Commissioner Wil
liam P. Dole, indicating the Caddos'
interest in settling on the Arkansas.
The chief stated they were very
pleased with the site and would do
all they could to aid with the im
provements. They were looking for
ward to moving to the site in the
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coming fall. However, Chief Park
man reported that many members of
the tribe had died and many more
were sick. The Caddos would look to
the government to aid them until
they could plant crops and become
self-sustaining.9 In preparation, the
mechanics began building some
cheap stone walls on which the
Caddos could erect cheap "Mexican
roofs" to protect the sick and aged
from the ravages of winter. 10

Wright remained in the vicinity of
the proposed agency, conducting sur
veys of the outer boundary of the
Fort Lyon Military Reservation di
rectly east of the Caddo site. He also
supervised the survey of portions of
the Cheyenne and Arapaho Reserva
tion, dividing the lands into forty·
acre allotment tracts. These allot
ments were to be given to individuals
as spelled out in the 1861 Fort Wise
Treaty. 11

Wright later went back to Fort
Larned. Before arriving there, he re
versed his plans to move the Caddos
before winter. He decided that, due
to the lack of game in the area, the
cost of corn at Fort Lyon, and the
possible severity of travel on the suf
fering tribe so late in the year, they
should not move until spring. In
stead of paying $5.00 per bushel at
Fort Lyon, Wright could get corn at
Fort Larned for $1.50 per bushel.
Other reports noted the depletion of
buffalo within 200 miles of Fort
Lyon. Wright encouraged the gov
ernment to provide additional sub·
sistence to the Caddos. 12 The Caddos
remained near Fort Larned and
waited out the winter season, 1863
1864.

Meanwhile improvements were
made at their new location in Colo
rado Territory. Two mechanics,
hired by Agent Wright, constructed
three stone houses. Each measured
54 feet long by 18 feet wide and con
tained three rooms. Each room was
designed to accommodate a family
and contained a door, two windows, a
fireplace, and chimney. 13

The Caddos continued in their
near destitute condition through the
winter and into the spring of 1864.
Throughout the winter the agency
provided for their minimal needs,
supplying food and some shelter, but
conditions were bitter. In his spring
report to Commissioner Dole, Agent
Colley revealed the first hint that the
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Caddos might not settle in the new
houses built for them near Fort
Lyon. He reported that he had the
new houses watched over in order to
protect against vandalism, squat
ters, or theft. He recommended that,
if the Caddos did not move to the
site, the improvements be turned
over to the Cheyenne and Arapaho
tribes whose reservation was just
across the Arkansas River from the
Caddo Agency. 14

During much of 1864 Indian
white relations on the plains of Colo
rado Territory and western Kansas
were in turmoil. The plains tribes re
taliated against the continued
Anglo-American migration. Raids
against travelers and settlers in
creased. The Caddos did not take
part in the uprisings. They moved
from their camp near Fort Larned to
distance themselves from the con
flicts and settled on the Arkansas be
tween Crow and Turkey creeks in
central Kansas, where they planted
seeds brought from Texas. Agent
Colley sought additional aid for the
Caddos before another winter ar
rived. ls

The Caddos never moved to the
new agency site in Colorado Terri
tory. The pressures from the Civil
War in Indian Territory, the lack of
game near their proposed new home,
the harsh winters, the need to plant
their crops in the spring, and the
menace of their warring neighbors
was too much to endure. After the
Civil War they returned to their res
ervation in present Oklahoma.

Agent Colley, as noted, intended
to turn the Caddo Agency over to the
Cheyenne and Arapaho, even though
an agency was being built for them
at Point of Rocks near present-day
La Junta. All hopes of completing
agency improvements and settle
ment were dashed by the massacre
at Sand Creek on November 29,
1864. The Caddo Agency was appar
ently abandoned by the Upper Ar
kansas Indian Agency, perhaps even
before the Sand Creek Massacre.

John W. Prowers squatted at the
agency site, apparently in 1864 and
possibly before it was abandoned by
the Bureau ofIndianMfairs, and be
gan farming and ranching opera
tions. 16 He occupied the westernmost
building of the three built for the
Caddos. He, and possibly others who
later occupied the site, built addi-

13



tions to this house, acquiring stone
from the remaining two houses or
the sandstone wall first built for
Caddo protection against the ele
ments. Upon completion, the occu
pied building contained six rooms
and an enclosed area much like a
walled plaza. It was at this house
that Colonel John M. Chivington
held the Prowers family and employ
ees under house arrest while he
made his march to Sand Creek.!? An
adjacent stable and walled corral to
the west of the house may have been
a part of the agency complex or was
added or improved by John Prowers.

On June 7, 1867, Fort Lyon made
its official move nineteen miles west.
The original Fort Lyon (now called
Old Fort Lyon) suffered damage
from flooding due to ice jams in the
Arkansas River during the winter
and from torrential rains in late May
1867. 18 Prowers left Caddo the same
year and began building a large two
story adobe house at Boggs Ranch
(Boggsville) located two miles south
of the mouth of the Purgatoire.

It is not known who occupied the
former Caddo Agency immediately
after Prowers left. Perhaps an em
ployee remained to run the farm for
Prowers, or the next known occu
pant, James Campbell, may have
moved there. The surveys for the
public lands did not include the area
around the Caddo site until Septem
ber 1872. The lands in the Caddo
area were not opened to homestead
ers until sometime after 1873.

On March 20, 1875, James Camp
bell received a patent to part of the
land that encompassed the former
Caddo Agency. Campbell sold a strip
of land to the Pueblo & Arkansas
Valley Railway, subsidiary of the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
which built through the area. The
rest of the Caddo Agency remained
in private hands. Although the
Caddo Indians never occupied this
spot beside the Santa Fe Trail in
present Colorado, the site of the in
tended Caddo Agency was part of the
history of the region.

NOTES
1. Samuel G. Colley to Commissioner of In

dian Affairs, Jan. 25, 1863, Letters Re
ceived, Office of Indian Affairs, Upper
Arkansas Agency, Record Group 75, Mi
crocopy 234, roU878 (hereafter LR. alA,
date).

2. Ibid., June 30, 1863.
3. Leo E. Oliva, ed., "Escort Duty on the

14

Santa Fe Trail, 1863: Diary of William Hea
gerty and Memoirs & Letters of Peter F.
Clark, Company A, Eleventh Missouri
Cavalry," Wagon Tracks, VIII (Aug. 1994):
11.

4. Report of Secretary of the Interior, No. 64.
5. Ibid., No. 65.
6. Ibid.
7. Ibid., NO.66.
8. Ibid.
9. LR, alA, Sept. 23, 1863.

10. Report of Secretary of the Interior, No. 66.
11. Charles J. Kappler, Indian Affairs, Laws

and Treaties (Washington, 1904), II, 807
811.

12. LR, alA, Sept. 30,1863.
13. Ibid.. Feb. 6 & May 23, 1864.
14. Ibid.. April], 1864.
15. Ibid., Sept. 2, 1864.
16. O. L. Baskins, History of the Arkansas Va~

ley Colorado (Chicago: Baskin & Co.,
1881),834.

17. Stan Hoig, The Sand Creek Massacre
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1961),138.

18. Gen. W. H. Sears, Notes from a Cowboy's
Diary (Lawrence, KS, n.d.); Letter by Col.
William H. Penrose, June 5, 1867, Letters
Received, Fort Lyon, U.S. Army Corn
mands, Record Group 393, National Ar
chives.

FORT LEARNED
-TEACHERS' TRADING POST-

Karla French, Editor

ALL teachers out there are encour
aged to communicate about what has
worked for them this year when
teaching about the Santa Fe Trail. I
have not heard from anyone! Are you
out there?

School teachers in the spring are
as busy as teamsters on the Trail, too
much to do to sit down and write
about it. Some surely planned spring
field trips. Let us hear how you coor
dinated the trip. I will tell you about
mIne.

May 8 was the date for the 12th
annual Cimarron National Grass
land trip for Hickok Elementary
filth-grade students from illysses.
We traveled by bus to Elkhart, KS,
and met the wagon train led by
wagon master Oliver Toole, of Man
ter, KS. We had three wagons to
carry our 75+ students (a few at a
time). Those not riding walked along
side. Some students and faculty (in
cluding yours truly on my trusted
mount Cimarron) brought horses
and followed the wagons and hikers.
We left Murphy Trailhead and trav
eled to Middle Spring where the bus
ses delivered our lunches. By then
everyone was starving.

Wagon Tracks

All students were in charge of
their own water supply for the trek,
and they packed their own lunch for
the day. Usually we have an infor
mative talk from someone in the
Grassland office in Elkhart. We in-.
clude background on the grassland
and the conservation of natural re
sources. Before our trip we studied
the Santa Fe Trail and wildlife along
the Trail.

A school nurse or a qualified EMT
or nurse accompanies our caravan
for the "bandaging and splinting." So
far only bandaids have been needed.
Attempts are made to prepare our
"town folk" for hiking across the
rough terrain and wild territory, but
several end up with plenty of cactus
spines in toes anyway. This year we
all remembered "John Goose" when
we passed Point of Rocks.

Ifyou recorded your trip this year,
send a picture and report to consider
for the next issue.

Every teacher should rush to take
advantage of a special offer from
Jack C. Urban, Angel Fire, NM. He
has offered to all school districts
along the Trail an excellent newspa
per that he produced for the Trail's
175th anniversary. Those who are
teaching need to obtain a copy and
ask their board to obtain additional
copies. His generous offer follows:

Jack C. Urban

Many SFTA members who at
tended the last symposium recall re
ceiving complimentary copies of the
vintage-style newspaper I produced
celebrating the Trail's 175th anni
versary. During the two-year cele
bration period, 40,000 copies were
distributed in the five states associ
ated with the Trail. Besides my arti
cles reporting events as they oc
curred, the issues include contribu
tions by Marc Simmons, Harry My
ers, David Clapsaddle, Steve Zim
mer, Nancy Robertson, David Klop
penborg, and Maurilio Vigil. The
reputation of these historians added
credibility to the publication.

This was noticed by three school
districts (Larned, KS, and Las Vegas
and Las Cruces, NM) who requested
permission to use the newspaper as a
teaching tool. I recognized that these
requests could give extended life to a
publication planned as a one-time
anniversary edition. The thought oc
cur:red to me: Why not make this
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available to all the school districts
geographically associated with the
Trail and offer it free of charge? I
contacted Karla French, our educa
tion committee chairperson, for the
purpose of coordinating information
to such school districts.

There are two ways to do this. One
is for the local chapters to contact
their school district officials, pre
senting them with a sample copy. I
will send a copy and covering letter
to each SFTA chapter president. If
approved, the district can obtain ad
ditional copies from me and use the
materials in their curriculum as they
see fit. The other way is for readers of
this column who are professional
teachers to make this offer known to
their board. They can contact me at
PO Box 381, Angel Fire, NM 87710.

STANDING OUT WOMAN
(continued from page 1)

Young Two Moon, was a warrior of
the Kit Foxes.4

On July 29, 1857, her father Coy
ote Ear and maternal grandfather
Packs the Otter (also known as Otter
Man) were both killed in "a running
fight" with Colonel Edwin V. Sum
ner's First Cavalry on the south fork
of the Solomon some fifteen miles
from the Indian encampment on the
Saline River.5 In the panic that fol
lowed, the Northern Cheyennes
made a hasty retreat north of the
Platte River. Standing Out, an in
fant at the time, was too young to
mourn the death of her father. Her
mother, however, mourned the
deaths of her father (stepfather?)
and husband according to Cheyenne
custom. She later married her hus
band's younger brother, She Bear.6

By the time Standing Out Woman
was seven years old, a violent Indian
war was raging on the plains. The
Sand Creek Massacre, Colonel John
M. Chivington's attack on Chief
Black Kettle's village, occurred on
November 29, 1864. This wanton act
was the precursor of ongoing war
fare that included the Battle of the
Washita, November 27, 1868, when
Lieutenant Colonel George A. Custer
and the Seventh Cavalry destroyed
Black Kettle's village, and culmi
nated with the annihilation of Cus
ter's Seventh Cavalry at the Little
Bighorn, June 25, 1876.

Unfortunately, Standing Out Wo-
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man did not tell her children and
grandchildren about those war years
nor where she was during those bat
tles. The only oral account related to
her granddaughter, Lucille Bent, re
ferred to the 1870s when the com
bined tragedy of victory and defeat
played itself out in her beloved north
country. The defeat of Custer, in es
sence, occasioned the demise of ana
tion. 7

Throughout the summer and win
ter of 1876, the Northern Cheyennes
and their Sioux allies were con
stantly pursued by the U.S. military.
Their eventual surrender in 1877 set
in motion the exodus that separated
families and placed many Northern
Cheyennes in present Oklahoma.s

Standing Out Woman, accompa
nied by her parents, brother, sister,
and aunt, with "about thirty other
Cheyenne families," made the long
and arduous journey of nearly three
hundred miles from the Yellowstone
country to the White River Post (Fort
Robinson) where they surrendered
to General George Crook.9

On May 28, 1877, the Northern
Cheyenne were moved as a body
from Fort Robinson to Indian Terri
tory, arriving at Fort Reno the early
part of August. It was there that
Standing Out Woman first met
George Bent (born July 7, 1843), son
of William Bent of Bent's Fort fame
and his Cheyenne wife, Owl Woman.
They were married the winter of
1877/1878. 10

Standing Out Woman was George
Bent's third wife. His first two mar
riages ended in divorce. In 1866 he
married, Magpie, Chief Black Ket
tle's niece. She died May 10, 1888.
His second wife, Kiowa Woman, died
November 25, 1913.

George Bent and Standing Out
Woman had five children: Mary, Wii
liam, Daisy, Nellie, and Lucy.
George Bent died May 19, 1918, at
Colony, OK. Standing Out Woman
died at the Clinton Indian Hospital,
OK, April 16, 1945.
NOTES

1. Oral history related to vvriter by Lucille
Bent and Mary Whitebird Fletcher: Mi
ahke Vehoi's father was a wnite trader
(reflected in her given name Miahke Ve
hoi/White Old Woman) who happened
to be in the Cheyenne camp at Bent's
Fort "Q long time before Sand Creek."
One branch of the family referred to him
as Pegleg Smith (Thomas L. Smith). Smith.
1801-1866, was a mountain man and
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trapper. Recorded history renders the
Smith connection plausible: Leroy R.
Hafen, The Mountain Men and Fur Trade
of the For West, 10 vols. (Glendale: Ar
thur H. Clark Co., 1965-1972). IV, 329;
David Lavender, Bent's Fort (Garden
City: Doubleday 1954), 201; Cheyenne
and Arapaho Hearing Files, July 1918, p.
233, Indian Archives Division, Oklahoma
Historical Society. White Old Woman's
mother may have given birth to a child
of Pegleg Smith, but she was apparently,
probably later, the wife of Packs the Of
ter (Otter Man), wnom Standing Out
Woman considered to be her grandfa
ther.

2. Ibid., 287.
3. John H. Moore, "Aboriginal Indian Resi

dence Patterns Preserved in Censuses
and Alletments," Science (207): 201-202.

4. Peter G. Powell, People of the Sacred
Mountain, 2 vols. (San Francisco: Harper
and Row, 1981). Two Moon and Beaver
Claws were half- brothers, same mother,
different fathers; Young Two Moon was
Beaver Claws's son.

5. Powell. People of the Sacred Mountain, I.
213; Letter of George Bent to George E.
Hyde, Jon. 19, 1905, Cae Conection,
Yale University.

6. Also known as Old She Bear, Old Bear
Squaw, and Old Bear (not to be con
fused with the Northern Council Chief).

7. Oral history related to vvriter by Standing
Out's granddaughter, Lucille Bent.

8. Chief Two Moon, his nephew, Young Two
Moon, and their respective families sur
rendered to General Nelson A. Miles at
the Elk River Fort (Fort Keogh); powen,
People of the Sacred M ountain, II, 1125.

9. These included Standing Out's stepfath
er She Bear, her mother Miahke Vehoi,
her two siblings Frank Old Bear and Light
ning Woman, and maternal aunt. Lean
Woman; Mrs. Standing Out Bent inter
view, Indian Pioneer Papers, VII, 294-297,
Oklahoma Historical Society; W. P. Clark,
Census of Cheyennes Surrendered at
Red Cloud, May 24, 1877, National Ar
chives, Washington, D.C.

10. Northern Cheyenne Enrollment by Fami
lies, August 6, 1877, Indian Archives Divi
sion, Oklahoma Historical Society; Mrs.
Standing Out Bent interview, Indian Pio
neer Papers, VII, 295, Oklahoma Histori
cal Society; Powell, People of the Sa
cred Mountain, II, 1154.

FORT WALLACE BOOK
FORT Wallace: Sentinel on the
Smoky Hill Trail, by Leo E. Oliva,
was released May 1 by the Kansas
State Historical Society. This is the
fourth in a series of eight books
about Kansas military posts pro
duced by the Kansas Forts Network.
The next will be about Fort Dodge,
scheduled for release later this year.
Jerry Thomas, Manhattan artist, is
creating a special painting for the
cover of each book. Fort Wallace is
available from Last Chance Store for
$10 postpaid.
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TRADING RANCHES ON THE FORT RILEY-FORT LARNED ROAD,
PART II: HOHNECK'S RANCH

by David K. Clapsaddle

(This is the second in a three-part se
ries. SFTA Ambassador David Clap
saddle, Larned, KS, is program di
rector of the Wet / Dry Routes Chapter
and a frequent contributor to WT.
The introduction to this series ap
peared in the previous issue.)

Hohneck's Ranch

NINE miles southwest of Salina,
KS, the command of Major General
Winfield Scott Hancock stopped for
dinner on March 31, 1867. There, of
ficers of the expedition were treated
to a lavish fare at a trading ranch op
erated by Ernst (also Ernest) Hoh
neck. Correspondent Henry M.
Stanley, who accompanied the expe
dition and was to gain worldwide ac
claim for finding Dr. David
Livingstone four years later in the
heart of Mrica, described the meal.

"We stopped at Hohneck's ranche,
our quondam friend, for dinner, who
had already prepared, in the delight
ful anticipation of our visit, an ele
gant and plentiful repast, consisting
of bona fide buffalo, deer meat,
smoked ham and quinces. We en
joyed it amazingly, and therefore
suggest to the belated travelers that
they always stop at Hohneck's
ranche when they come this way.
Hohneck proved himself a gentle
man and a scholar, and it was with
some akin to sadness that we de
parted from the adobe mansion that
he had himself built on the wild
waste of the desert."

Hohneck was born in Germany
(some sources say Saxony and others
Bavaria) on November 18, 1828. As a
youth of twenty years, he was caught
up in the revolutionary spirit which
was then sweeping Germany and
other European countries. The
young postal worker fled his country
in 1850, emigrating to the United
States. One source stated that, "his
sympathies being too democratic, he
came to the United States."

Hohneck first settled at Sulphur
Springs, Virginia, before moving to
Cincinnati, Ohio, where he was em
ployed by a German newspaper. In
1855, he went west with a German
colonization society and settled on
Mill Creek in what was to become
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Wabaunsee County, Kansas Terri
tory. In 1857 he was elected Justice
of the Peace for Alma Township. In
1859 he was elected to the House of
Representatives of the first Kansas
State Legislature, which did not
meet until March 1861, after Kansas
was admitted to the Union. He did
not serve because the hunting expe
dition he accompanied to western
Kansas in the late winter of 1861
was delayed by a snow storm.

In old age, Hohneck claimed he
was elected to the legislature in 1857
(rather than 1859) and explained
why he missed the session. Being, as
he said, "wretchedly poor," Hohneck
joined a group of fellow citizens on a
hunting trip to the western part of
the territory. Their object was to be
come financially solvent by the sale
of buffalo and wolf hides. The trip,
due to inclement weather and the
blizzard which prevented his return
to assume his elected duties, was not
successful, and Hohneck returned
home penniless.

He later wrote, "If the whole set
tlement had been stood on its head I
doubt if one could have shaken $100
out of the pockets." Hohneck's return
to Wabaunsee County postdated the
adjournment of the legislature. He
was never seated.

In addition to his hunting ven
tures and ill-fated, if brief, political
career, Hohneck was also involved in
trading with Indians. James Mead
recalled meeting him and a partner
named William Greiffenstein in the
Smoky Hill River country sometime
in 1859. The partners, engaged in In
dian trade, had much in common.
Both were immigrants from Ger
many, fleeing from the political un
rest of 1848.

In 1860 the partnership was dis
solved. Greiffenstein moved to the
Walnut Creek crossing on the Santa
Fe Trail two miles east of present
Great Bend where he established a
trading ranch. Hohneck's where
abouts for a time is uncertain. He
was unable to take his seat in the
legislature, as noted above, because
of the hunting expedition in 186l.
The following year he was associated
with Daniel Page and Joseph Leh-
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man in the operation of their ranch
at the Smoky Hill River crossing
near present Kanopolis, KS. The
chief enterprise of the ranch was the
sale of buffalo hides and tallow
which were transported to the Leav
enworth market at regular intervals.

In 1864 or 1865 Hohneck settled
in Saline County where he estab
lished a trading ranch. There he op
erated a brewery and stage station.
His ranch was well located, situated
on the Fort Riley-Fort Larned Road,
a route used by both the army and
the Kansas Stage Company. With
the arrival of the Union Pacific Rail
way, Eastern Division, at Junction
City, Kansas, in June 1866, the Fort
Riley-Fort Larned Road became the
far eastern leg of the Santa Fe Trail.
Consequently, traffic past Hohneck's
Ranch was multiplied many times
over by the thrice-weekly mail deliv
eries of Barlow, Sanderson Com
pany' which superseded the Kansas
Stage Company's weekly schedule,
and the ever-increasing number of
freight caravans, military and civil
ian.

The boom soon ended, however,
when the railroad pushed past his
ranch to Fort Harker in the summer
of 1867. Immediately, the fort re
placed Junction City as the official
depot ofthe U.S. Postal Service and
the eastern terminus of the Santa Fe
Trail. Overland traffic past the
ranch ceased; but Hohneck found
other ways to enhance his business.

On July 8, 1867, a post office was
established at the ranch named in
his honor. Hohneck was appointed
postmaster. Regulations did not al
low a post office to be named for a
person, but Hohneck circumvented
the prohibition by spelling the post
office's name "Honek." In the same
year he constructed a two-story
frame house which served as a resi
dence, post office, and grocery store.
Four years later, Hohneck platted a
town named for himself at the l'anch
site.

His town failed, but in 1877 E. F.
Drake reorganized the little munici
pality and named it Bavaria in recog
nition of Hohneck's German heri
tage. The postal service changed the
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easily with
fingers
the twisted sack
of animal lips
a thud on
frozen snow
between low
branches I
spread the
tearing of skin
the gut through needle
stings my face as
Istitch this curve
of navel to lips
the edge of hide
rubbing me darker
until swollen
bleeds between
seams of musk
it has always been
this way in the
changing of moons

HER SONS SNEAK TO MY
WINDOW AT NIGHT

whisper of the restlessness growing
like a tumor in an old man's body
and I can still hear the rumble
of today's wagons on the trail
they buzz the ear like a bee
or a November fly at the glass
is this lying of mine between
the rut of the wheel and
the smoke of lodge fires
the fabric of the tear or
only a thread of the unraveling
so paint your skin with many colors
and step deep into the dance for me
it is my only memory that I
carve in the silence of bees
as my husband speaks of the
building of fences of stone

QUILL NEEDLES AND
RIBBONS OF BEADS

trade with
caravans east
crossing big
salt bottom
Ipunch soft
moccasins with
colored glass
like bones
through skin
you can see
the trace of
needle in the
hollows of feet
crossing August
dried river beds
coffee with
thick sugar
quiets my voice
after nights
of wild dogs

••••

TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-TRAFFIC IN VERSE-

Sandra M. Doe, Editor

THIS column seeks quality poetry
that demonstrates authentic emo
tion, original images, and skill in
craftsmanship. Poetry, in open or
closed form, which addresses the his
tory, realism, romance, and diversity
of the Trail should be sent to Sandra
M. Doe, Dept. of English, Campus
Box 32, Metropolitan State College
of Denver, PO Box 173362, Denver
CO 80217-3362.

We are pleased to welcome back
poet Kyle Laws of Pueblo, CO. Her
most recent poetry book is Tango
(Suburban Wilderness Press, 1997).
She was winner of the Women's Po
etry Award at the University of
Southern Colorado in 1995 and 1996.

These poems from Yellow Woman
(Look Quick Press, 1988) reflect the
poet's attempt to recreate the "emo
tional accuracy" of Yellow Woman's
living in two different worlds. Yellow
Woman, a Cheyenne, was William
Bent's second wife. His first wife was
Yellow Woman's sister, Owl Woman.

"Hung from a Willow" imagines
an antelope "dressing out" ceremony
in which it is difficult to tell where
one entity ends and the other begins.
"Her Sons Sneak To My Window At
Night" imagines the restlessness of
the Cheyenne sons preparing for war
while Yellow Woman's husband
imagines defenses, "fences of stone."
"Quill Needles and Ribons of Beads"
pictures the mark of moccasins on
the earth and compares that to
"brown boots shadowing...." "I
Know Someone Has To Grow The
Wheat" is a lament for the Cheyenne
people which imagines that Yellow
Woman returns to them "with
honor."

YELLOW WOMAN
HUNG FROM A WILLOW

with wind-sucked
tremble of plain
I slit its smooth
antelope belly and
blood runs down
my arms to ground
hair of my eyes
frozen with
last spittle
skin rips so

name of the Honek Post Office to Ba
varia on January 8, 1880. Mean
while, in 1879, an addition named
Hohneck was attached to the origi
nal twenty-five-acre Bavaria town
site. Hohneck's Ranch was one oHew
which ultimately became a town. An
other was the ranch at Walnut Creek
crossing on the Fort Hays-Fort
Dodge Trail, operated by Alexander
Harvey which evolved into the town
of Alexander in present Rush
County, Kansas.

Hohneck left Saline County in
1883 and was employed with the
land division of the Northern Pacific
Railroad at St. Paul, Minnesota. In
1903 he moved to Spokane, Wash
ington. The house he built in 1867
stood 72 years on the west edge of
Bavaria before it was razed in 1939.
The only reminder of his tenure in
Saline County is a township road
marker one mile east of Bavaria
which reads "Hohneck Road."
SOURCES
Andreas, A. LHistory of the State of Kansas.

2 vols. Chicago: A. T. Andreas. 1883.
Diary of Page and Lehman. unpublished,

n.d., Kansas Collections, Salina Public Li
brary. Salina. Kansas.

"The Frst State Legislature," Kansas Historical
Collections, X (1907-1908): 232-254.

"Governor Walker's Administration," Kansas
Historical Collections, V (1891-1896).

Hughes, Harry and Helen Craig Dingler,
From River Ferries to Interchanges. A
Brief History of Saline County, Kansas. Ells
worth: Ellsworth Printing Co.. 1988.

Hughes. Harry and Helen Craig Dingler,
Pathway to a Frontier Spring Creek Vol
ley. unpublished. 1994. Kansas Collec
tions, Salina Public Library. Salina. Kan
sas.

Junction City Weekly Union. April 20, 1867.

SFTA board members Faye Gaines,
Point of Rocks Ranch, New Mexico,
and Jane Lenz Elder, Dallas. Texas, at
the April 18 board meeting in Santa Fe,
New Mexico.
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ums. The process required hard
work from the Fort Larned Histori
cal Society and the staff at the Cen
ter. Congratulations!

• • • •
The Santa Fe Trail Depot and Inn

has opened on West Santa Fe Trail
Boulevard in Lakin. Manager Emmy
Andra Wright is a new SFTA mem
ber. Paul Bentrup has volunteered to
keep SFTA brochures available at
this new business on the Trail.

SFTA member Greg VanCoevern,
Salina, KS, is appearing in a feature
film, Ride with the Devil, a Civil War
drama set in Kansas and Missouri.
The story follows a band of young
Missouri misfits and includes scenes
ofWilliam Quantrill's 1863 attack on

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

While plans for a Seaboard hog
processing plant on the site of Fort
Zarah on the Trail near Great Bend,
KS, apparently have been scrapped,
the company still plans such a plant
and wide-scale hog confinement sys
tems in the area.

Colorado State Senator Bob Mar
tinez's resolution to delete the men
tion of the Sand Creek Massacre
from a state Civil War memorial on
the capitol grounds recently won ap
proval. The resolution was sent to
the House of Representatives. Mean
while, U.S. Senator Ben Nighthorse
Campbell (R-CO) told supporters in
Lamar, CO, that he expects legisla
tion to pass Congress which would
provide for the purchase of the Sand
Creek Massacre site, once it is prop
erly identified. Part of the money ap
propriated would be used to help the
Colorado Historical Society identify
the site. It would then be purchased
on a willing seller, willing buyer ba
sis.

Lawrence. VanCoevern and other
U.S. Cavalry reenactors are portray
ing both Union and Confederate sol
diers.

Among artifacts recently pur
chased by the Friends of the Na
tional Frontier Trails Center was a
metal water canteen from the Mexi
can War. Three other items were
purchased for the new permanent
display on Lewis and Clark. NFTC
Director John Mark Lambertson dis
covered these items on a trip to Ha
waii. Other recent acquisitions were
a hand-forged otter trap with chain
(ca. 1820-1850) and a powder horn
with a leather strap which will be
used in a new fur trappers and trad
ers exhibit opening in September.

• • • •
A new exhibit at the National

Frontier Trail Center features arti
facts uncovered from the site of the
Richard Holmes's blacksmith shop

To commemorate the 150th anni
versary ofJohn C. Fremont's 4th Ex
pedition, Alpenglow Adventures
Footsteps Expeditions, a Monte
Vista, CO, heritage tourism guide
service, will offer two 7-day field
trips this summer. Write or call for
itinerary and costs: Stu Bryan, 2
Plaza Estates, Monte Vista, CO
81144 (719) 852-4314.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

The Spring 1998 issue of Kansas
Heritage contains an article about
artist Charles Goslin and his latest
work, a nearly 10 by 22-foot mural at
the Kansas State Historical Society's
Hollenberg Pony Express Station
H)storic Site at Hanover, KS. Goslin
has done Trail murals at the Na
tional Frontier Trails Center, Inde
pendence, MO, and Morton County
History Museum, Elkhart, KS.

SFTA Ambassador Pat Heath
celebrated her 75th birthday, March
15, with an open house held at the
home of her daughter and son-in
law, Linda and Bruce Peters, Lakin,
KS. We wish you many more, Pat.

• • • •
Nikole Krause began her cross

country walk, leaving Charlottes
ville, VA, in May. She plans to walk
part of the Santa Fe Trail from
Franklin County, MO, to La Junta,
CO, on her way to San Francisco,
CA. She would like to meet people
along the Trail.

• • • •
October 2, 1998, will mark the

30th anniversary of President Lyn
don Johnson's signing the National
Trail System Act into law. This year
also marks the tenth anniversary of
Pathways Across America, the pri
mary forum for exchanging ideas
among the growing community sup
porting the National Trails System.

• • • •
Ross Marshall, past-president of

SFTA, has an article, "Partnership
for the National Trails System," in
the Winter 1998 issue of Pathways
Across America.

HOOF PRINTS
-TRAIL TIDBITS-

at the door
I sweep stained
yellow documents
with morning dust
through the sun
streamed current
of exchange
what name will
they call the
brown boots
shadowing the
doorstep today

The Santa Fe Trail Center re
cently received reaccreditation from
the American Association of Muse-

I KNOW SOMEONE HAS
TO GROW THE WHEAT

on what was our land
and that there
are more of you -
many more than
we could ever
count in all
the moons since
first we carried
the shield

but is the death
of our people
worth what I s
scratched from
the ground

Iwill always
remember the
touch of your
breast to mine
your fingers
wound in my hair
but the ways of
your people are
beyond that which
I can endure
and so I must
take our daughter
and return to what
remains of my people
do not follow me
for in time I will
be trampled under the
dust of your wheels
but at least I
go with honor
for in the end
that is all we
can ever possess
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15.00

180.00

135.00

675.00

12.50
15.00
5.00

103.50

300.00

reproduced below, provide details of
the incident, losses incurred, and de
layed efforts to obtain compensation.
The list of property shows commodi
ties being sent to New Mexico and
their value in the U.S. Each docu
ment is identified with a brief intro
duction. Some conflicting testimony
was given.

Marcelen St. Vrain was in charge
of the pack train, comprised of
"twelve mule and horse loads." Other
members of the party included a man
named Crawford (no first name
given) who was killed, Blass Grego
who was wounded, Rafael Sanchez
who was wounded, Sebastiana Xani
nellio, and Santes Padico. They were
attacked by Pawnee Indians, in Sep
tember 1837, somewhere on a tribu
tary of the Arkansas River, between
Bent's Fort and the Spanish settle
ments. The documents tell the story.
Claim Against the Pawnees

On August 9, 1838, Bent, St.
Vrain & Co. submitted a claim to
John Dougherty, agent for the
Pawnee Indians, for "property stolen
from Marcelen St. Vrain, who was in
command of a trading expedition
sent by Charles Bent, Ceran St.
Vrain, William Bent, and George
Bent, traders, under the name and
style of Bent, St. Vrain, & Co., by the
Pawnee Indians of the river Platte,
in the month of September, 1837
the trading expedition then on its
way to New Mexico." The list of prop
erty follows:

8 pieces moleskin. 428! yards.
at $1 per yard $428.50

40 pieces domestics. 1.299*
yards. at 50 cents per yard 649.63

38 pairs brogans. at $3 per pair 114.00
15 pieces domestics. 495 yards.

at 50 cents per yard 247.00
6 pieces calico. 180 yards,

at 75 cents per yard
1 piece of scarlet cloth.

36 yards. at $5 per yard
10 pounds balls. at 50 cents

per pound • 5.00
25 pounds steel. at $1 per pound 25.00
9 mules and saddles. at

$75 each
3 horses and saddles. at

$100 each
15 pounds coffee. at $1

per pound
25 pounds sugar. at 50 cents

per pound
3 camp kettles, at $5 each
1 axe

23 buffalo robes. at $4.50 each

Comd the Company of traders that is
with him[.] Any attentions or Assistence
you may afford him will be thankfully
Recved by me.

I have the honor to be
with great Respect and

esteem your Excellencys[?] Obt Servt
B[ennet]. Riley
Mjr. U. S. Army

Comdg.
To his Excellency the
Govemor and Commander in Chief
of the Province of New Mexico

BISHOP LAMY AT FORT DODGE, 1867
On July 23, 1867, Major Henry

Douglas, Third Infantry, command
ing Fort Dodge, Kansas, included the
following information about Bishop
J. B. Lamy's wagon train traveling to
New Mexico, in a letter to General
Winfield Scott Hancock, commander
of the Department of the Missouri
(Letters Sent, Fort Dodge, KS, RG
393, National Archives). The excerpt
appears as written.

I have also to report that a train
passed through here for New Mexico,
under the Govemorship of Bishop Lamy
Catholic Bishop of New Mexico. It was
reported to me by a Mr. Smith who lives
near Salina that twenty-four of his cat
tle had been stolen from his ranche by
a member of that train. Mr. Smith identi
fied the cattle and the claimant, and
the claimant and train master were ar
rested. and the case investigated. The
man acknowledged to having taken
the cattle & I obliged him to make full
restitution besides paying the expenses
of Mr. Smith.

The Bishop agreed to this & com
mended my sense of justice and left
me with many expressions of his regard.
From a conversation Lieut. [Stanley A.]
Browne [Third Infantry] had with him af
ter he left the post. I should judge that
the Bishop had changed his opinion on
the subject. I report this in detail be
cause the Bishop hinted to Lieut.
Browne that Ishould be the subject of a
newspaper paragraph or complaint of
some kind. and in case such should
hereafter come to the notice of the
Comdg Gent he will have some under
standing of the matter.

1837 INDIAN RAID
Harry C. Myers located the follow

ing report by Jacob Thompson of the
House Committee on Indian Affairs
(House Report No. 194, House ofRep
resentatives, 28th Congress, 2d Ses
sion, March 3, 1845) about an attack
by Pawnee Indians on a pack train
destined for Santa Fe, belonging to
Bent, St. Vrain & Co., in late sum
mer 1837. Excerpts from this report,

at the little boom town of New Santa
Fe, MO, 1852-1907.

• • • •
In an all-day workshop facilitated

by the Kansas City Planning Depart
ment, historians, and educators dis
cussed the future of a proposed ar
chaeological park on the site of the
original "Town of Kansas." Located
between the River Market and the
Missouri River in downtown Kansas
City, the tract is being studied for its
potential as an interpretive histori
cal site. The area was the original
Westport Landing for the commu
nity of Westport during trail days.

• • • •
Missouri River Outfitters Chapter

President Anne Mallinson reports:
"Lizard Creek Sue, veteran of nu
merous treks on the Santa Fe and
Oregon trails, foaled a bay Morgan
filly on April 20. Mother and daugh
ter are doing fme. Sue has already
been telling her daughter of adven
tures and trails in her future and to
beware when her owner begins pack
ing the horse trailer."

• • • •
Wagon Tracks Editor Leo E. Oliva

was elected chairman of the Fort
Larned Old Guard at the annual
meeting on April 25. FLOG is the
friends group for Fort Larned NHS.

COUNCIL TROVE

-DOCUMENTS
BENNET RILEY'S 1829 LEITER TO THE

GOVERNOR OF NEW MEXICO
Trail scholars have long known,

from the military records of the ex
pedition, that Captain Bennet Riley,
commander of the first military es
cort for a caravan going to Santa Fe,
in 1829, sent a letter to the governor
of New Mexico requesting military
protection for the return caravan in
the fall of that year. Harry C. Myers
located the original letter in the
Ritch Collection (RI 331), Hunting
ton Library, San Marino, CA. It is
printed here, perhaps for the first
time, through the courtesy of the
Huntington Library.

Near Chouteaus Island
10th July 1829

To His Excellency the Governor of
Santa Fe
Sir

This will be handed to you by my
friend Mr Charles Bent[,] he is a gentle
man of the first Respectability in our
Country and has been elected to
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40.00

100.00
20.00
40.00

40.00
48.00
75.00

3,273.13

10 reams paper, at $10
per ream

1 large record (10 quires)
25 pounds printer's ink
2 Latin missals (or church

books,) at $20
1 rifle, (taken from Crawford,

killed)
8 Spanish bridles, at $6 each
3 guns, at $25 each

[Total]

Deposition of Blass Grego
Grego, a member of the trading

party, gave sworn statements to Jus
tice of the Peace P. Walsh at St.
Louis on July 11, 1838, reported by
Walsh as follows:

. . . Blass Grego, who, being duly
sworn" on his oath says: That he was
one of the hands employed by Bent, St.
Vrain, & Co.; that while said company
was travelling on their way to Mexico,
they were attacked by a party of Indi
ans on one of the forks of the river Ar
kansas, some time in the month of last
September. He believes said Indians
were of the Pawnee tribe. That the said
company of Bent, St. Vrain, & Co..
while endeavoring to effect their es
cape from said Indians, had one of the
said company killed by said Indians in
said attack, and in which this affiant,
and two others of said company, were
wounded; that the said company was
then on a trading expedition to Mex
ico; that, in the aforesaid attack, the
said Indians robbed said company of
every article of merchandise they then
had, consisting of twelve mule and
horse loads, comprising cloths, domes
tics, shoes, Spanish blankets, Spanish
bridles, &c. &c., as per inventory hereto
annexed (marked A [see previous
document],) together with nine mules,
three horses. saddles, ropes, &c. Affiant
knows the articles described in said in
ventory, from the fact of having as
sisted in packing them.
Deposition of Alexander Papin

Papin testified to Pawnee perpe
tration of the attack before Justice of
the Peace Walsh at St. Louis on July
11, 1838, reported by Walsh as fol
lows:

... A lexander Papin, who is persorr
ally known to me, and, being by me
duly sworn, on his oath states: That
some time in the month of December
last, a party of Pawnee Indians came
to his trading post at Bellevue, six miles
above the river Platte, on the Missouri
river, who told him that about three
months before, they had met a party of
white men on one of the forks of the Ar
kansas river; the whites were on a trad
ing expedition, and were travelling at
the time the Indians met them; they
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(the whites) were unwilling that the In
dians should approach them. The Indi
ans then collected, and rallied around
them, attacked and fired on them;
they then pillaged or took everything
which the whites had, viz: merchan
dize, horses, mules, and all the travel
ling equipage. From the description
given by the Pawnees, he (affiant) err
tertained no doubt, at the time, that
the party of white men robbed was the
company of traders to New Mexico, of
Bent, St. Vrain, & Co., under the com
mand of Marcelen St. Vrain. The Pawrr
ees who made the above statement to
affiant belong, to the same tribe with
those that committed the robbery.
Deposition of Michelle Robidoux

Robidoux provided additional in
formation implicating the Pawnees
in sworn statements to Justice of the
Peace Walsh at St. Louis, July 1,
1838, recorded by Walsh as follows:

... Michelle Robidoux, who is per
sonally known to me, and, being by me
duly sworn, on his oath states: That, in
the month of April last, he was at the
Pawnee village on the river Platte,
about two hundred miles from its
mouth, and was in the cabin of the
chief of the nation, when a young
Pawnee told him he was one of a party
who, in the fall preceding, had met a
party of white men on one of the forks
of the river Arkansas, whom they (the
Indians) robbed of everything, viz: mer
chandise, horses, mules, and all their
travelling equipage. The young Paw
nee showed to the affiant several
Spanish blankets and Spanish bridles,
with many other valuable articles,
which the Indians stated they had sto
len from that party of white men. From
the description given to affiant by the
Pawnees, of the time, place, and other
circumstances of the robbery, he en
tertains no doubt that the party of
white men alluded to by the Indians as
having been robbed by them, was the
company of Bent, st. Vrain, & Co., on
their way to New Mexico, under the
command of Marcelen St. Vrain.
John Dougherty Letter

Indian Agent Dougherty reported
the claim of Bent, St. Vrain & Co. to
Commissioner of Indian Affairs T.
Hartley Crawford on May 3, 1839, in
a letter:

This is to certify, that I this day pre
sented for payment the account (A)
[see list of property above], in favor of
Bent, St. Vrain, & Co., to the Pawnee
Loup tribe of Indians, in general council
assembled, and asked them what they
had to say concerning the same; and if
said account was correct, what ex
cuse they had to offer for such con
duct? One of the principal men (called

Wagon Tracks

the Big Soldier) rose and said, that he
commanded a war party of their
young men about the time stated in
the account; and that between Bent's
fort, on the Arkansas river, and the
Spanish settlements, they fell in with a
party of whites, whom they took to be
Spaniards; that said whites had a
number of mules and horses packed
with various kinds of merchandise; that
his young men attacked said whites,
ran them off, and pillaged them of
nearly all their mules, horses, and
goods. "I am sorry," said the Big Soldier,
"it now turns out these white men were
not Spaniards, but my white American
brothers. This, my father, is all I can say
at present." All the other chiefs and
warriors confirmed the statement of
the Big Soldier.

A II of which is respectfully referred to
the department for its decision.

Lewis V. Bogy Letter
No action was taken on the claim

of Bent, St. Vrain & Co. in 1839, and
nothing further was done until five
years later. At that time Lewis Bogy,
representing the interest of the
claimants, acquired the above docu
ments and forwarded them from St.
Louis to Commissioner Crawford,
May 24, 1844. He also explained the
reason for the delay.

... I herewith send you the papers;
the whole matter having several years
ago been placed in the hands of the
proper agent, and by him presented to
the Indians for their assent.

The depositions prove the fact of the
robbery, and the letter or report of Mr.
Dougherty proves the assent of the In
dians. These papers have been lost or
mislaid until a few days ago. The matter
was placed in the hands of Mr.
Dougherty but a short time before his
resignation of the office of Indian
agent; he was succeeded by a Mr. [Jo
seph V.] Hamilton, whose habits at that
time, as I have been informed, entirely
disqualified him from attending to the
duties of the office. They were placed
in the hands of Mr. Hamilton by Mr.
Dougherty when he went out of office
[June 27. 1839]; and since that time
constant efforts have been made to
obtain them, but they could not be
found until within a few days ago. They
were found in a small box belonging to
Mr. Hamilton, in the possession of Cap
tain [Eustace] Trenor of the dragoons,
and by him sent to this place. Thus has
this matter been delayed for several
years by the inattention and neglect of
the government.

Mr. St. Vrain, one of the claimants, is
at this time in Washington city; and if
you will let him know of the receipt of
these papers, I think it probable that he
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will be able to give you all the informa
tion you may desire. You will please let
me know what disposition may be
made of this matter, as Iam the author
ized agent.
T. Hartley Crawford Letter

Commissioner Crawford, as re
quested by Bogy, sent notice to
Ceran St. Vrain, June 18, 1844, ac
knowledging the legitimacy of the
claim and explaining why it could
not be paid:
SIR: The claim of Messrs. Bent, St. Vrain,
& Co., for depredations said to have
been committed by the Pawnee Indi
ans, transmitted to this office by L. V.
Bogy, esq., on the 24th ultimo, has
been under consideration, and, after a
careful examination, I have come to
the following conclusions:

The claim appears to be pretty well
established, though the prices of the
articles seem to be very high-indeed,
enormously so.

There is, however, no fund (annuity)
out of which it could be paid. The
Pawnee Loups are entitled to receive
for next year, (the last,) under the
treaty of 1833, $1,000 in goods. It is thus
apparent that there are no means to
meet this demand....
Deposition of Jared W. Folger

Crawford's claim that the value of
the stolen property had been highly
inflated was countered by testimony
from Santa Fe traders. Folger gave a
sworn statement to the clerk of the
court of common pleas at St. Louis,
July 10, 1844:

. . . Jared W. Folger, who, being
duly sworn, upon his oath says: That he
has been for several years engaged in
the Indian and Santa Fe trade, and
that he is perfectly familiar with the
price of goods in that country. The
price charged for each article men
tioned in the invoice marked A, and
written on the other side of this affida
vit, amounting to the sum of $3,273, he
believes to be the usual and customary
prices in that country.
Deposition of John O. Simpson

On the same date, July 10, 1844,
Simpson gave a sworn statement to
the clerk of the court of common
pleas at St. Louis:

. , . John O. Simpson, who, being duly
sworn, upon his oath says: That he has
been in the Indian and Sante Fe trade,
and is familiar with the price of goods in
that country. The price charged for
each article mentioned in the invoice
marked A, and written on the other
side of this affidavit, amounting to the
sum of three thousand two hundred
and seventy-three dollars, ($3,273,) he
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believes to be the usual and customary
prices in that country.
Lewis V. Bogy Letter

Bogy turned to Congress for set
tlement, as explained in his letter to
Congressman James B. Bowlin (D
MO), December 12, 1844:
DEA R SIR: I herewith enclose you the
copy of a letter which I addressed to
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, on
the 24th May, 1844, as the agent for
Messrs. Bent, St. Vrain, & Co. You will
see, by this letter, that Messrs. Bent, St.
Vrain, & Co. have a claim against the
government of the United States for
depredations committed by the Paw
nee Indians. Ialso send you the answer
of the Commissioner to my letter.
Messrs. Bent, St. Vrain, & Co., when
here last summer, requested me to
leave or place the whole matter in your
hands, so that you might place the
matter before Congress. You will,
therefore, obtain from Mr. Crawford all
the papers in this case. I also send you
the depositions of two witnesses, in re
lation to the price of the goods taken
by the Indians. By carefully looking over
all these papers, you will see that
Messrs. Bent, St. Vrain, & Co., did all
they could to get the matter adjusted
as soon as possible. The cause of the
delay is explained in my letter to Mr.
Crawford, who, in his answer to me,
says that the explanation is entirely sat
isfactory. But he also says that there is
no fund (annuity) out of which it could
be paid, as the Pawnee Loups, by the
treaty of 1833, were entitled to receive
for next year $1,000 in goods. By the act
to regUlate trade and intercourse with
the tribes, approved June 30, 1834,
section 17, ... the United States guar
anty the payment of all such claims,
and provide that the amount shall be
paid out of the treasury of the United
States. I presume, under this law, the
claim has to be presented to Congress.
I wish you, therefore, to do so.
T. Hartley Crawford Letter

The claim was presented to Con
gress and referred to the Committee
on Indian Affairs. There Congress
man Jacob Thompson (D-MS) con
tacted Commissioner Crawford to
determine if the attack had occurred
within U.s. territory. Crawford re
ported to Thompson, January 20,
1845:

... Ihave caused an examination to
be made of the location where Messrs.
Bent, St. Vrain, & Co., were robbed by
the Indians. It is stated to have been at
a point between Fort Bent and the
Spanish settlements. Ifind that Fort Bent
is within the territory of the United
States-immediately, however, on the
line, the Arkansas river being the

Wagon Tracks

boundary between the United States
and Texas and Mexico. The outrage
complained of is said to have been be
tween this fort and the Spanish settle
ments; consequently it occurred out of
the territorial limits of our government,
and the claim for damages cannot be
recognised unless it is proved to the
contrary.
Jacob Thompson's Report

After considering the above docu
ments, the Committee on Indian Af
fairs reached a decision, reported by
Thompson, March 3, 1845:

The following facts seem to be satis
factorily established: That, in the year
1838 [1837], Messrs. Bent, St. Vrain, &
Co. were on their route to Santa Fe, on
a trading expedition, and encamped
on one of the branches of the Arkansas
river: that, while in camp, a company
of Pawnee Indians attacked them,
killed one man and wounded three
others; and seized and carried away
their merchandise, mules, horses, and
travelling equipage. An invoice of the
articles stolen accompanies the pa
pers: their value is estimated at $3,273.
13. Messrs. Bent, St. Vrain, & Co., in ac
cordance with the provisions of the in
tercourse law of 1834, applied to the
Pawnee tribe of Indians, through their
agent, for payment for the property of
which they had been robbed. The Indi
ans acknowledged the justness of the
claim, but declared themselves unable
to make payment. After a lapse of five
years, the claim is presented to the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs for liqui
dation: this delay in the presentation of
the account is explained as resulting
from the neglect of the agent of the
government. From a letter of the Com
missioner of Indian Affairs, which is
found among the papers, it is ascer
tained that the Pawnee Indians have
no annuity out of which this debt can
be discharged; and the question for
the House to decide is, Shall an appro
priation be made to satisfy this claim
against the Pawnee Indians?

In the 17th section of the act ap
proved June 30, 1834, entitled "Act to
regulate trade and intercourse with the
Indian tribes, and to preserve peace
on the frontiers," it is provided, that if
any Indian or Indians, belonging to any
tribe in amity with the United States,
shall, within the Indian country, take or
destroy the property of any person law
fully within such country, such person,
being a citizen or inhabitant of the
United States, may, through the proper
Indian agent, under the direction of
the President of the United States,
make application to the nation or tribe
to which said Indian or Indians shall be
long, for satisfaction: and if such nation
or tribe shall neglect or refuse to make
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satisfaction in a reasonable time not.
exceeding twelve months, it shall be
the duty of such Indian agent to make
return of his doings to the Commis
sioner of Indian A ffairs, that such further
steps may be taken as shall be proper.
in the opinion of the President to obtain
satisfaction for the injury. And if the na
tion or tribe to which such Indian may
belong receives an annuity from the
United States, such claims shall. at the
next payment of the annuity. be de
ducted therefrom. and paid to the
party injured; and if no annuity is pay
able to such nation or tribe, then the
amount of the claim shall be paid from
the treasury of the United States.

The object of this law was to secure
peace among our various friendly
tribes of Indians. and to prevent our
own people from any attempt to re
dress their own wrongs. But the provi
sions of the law are so liberal and ex
tensive. that the committee feel unwill
ing to go beyond its letter and spirit in
granting relief. All the facts are satisfac
torily established, except the one most
material to its allowance. That Bent. St.
Vrain. & Co. were deprived of their
property by the Pawnee Indians, they
do not doubt: that they applied for re
dress in the manner pointed out in the
statute. is apparent. But the robbery
was not committed in the United
States. or within any Indian territory. It is
proved and admitted by the claimants
themselves. that the robbery was com
mitted in the country "between Fort
Bent and the Spanish settlements," and
therefore must have been committed
in the Mexican territory. When a trader
leaves the United States, this govern
ment ceases to be responsible for any
losses which may attend his adven
tures. To adopt any other principle.
would make our government responsi
ble as insurers against all losses upon
the ocean. and devolve upon it a li
ability which would be onerous in the
extreme. The depredation complained
of was committed beyond the limits of
the United States. It is not even shown
that, in this instance, the Pawnee Indi
ans followed them out of the United
States, so as to bring them within the
equity of the law.

Your committee, therefore. are
unanimous in their opinion that the
prayer of the petitioners should not be
granted; and ask to be discharged
from the further consideration of the
same.

FORT ATKINSON

The following "Memorial of the
Legislative Council of New Mexico,
asking the re-establishment of Fort
Atkinson," February 4, 1854, ap
peared in Miscellaneous Documents
No. 47, House of Representatives,
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33rd Congress, 1st session. It should
be noted that Fort Atkinson, which
had been abandoned in August 1853,
was temporarily reoccupied from
May 27 to October 2, 1854, after
which it was completely abandoned.
This "Memorial" may have influ
enced the decision to utilize Fort At
kinson during the summer of 1854.
The document appears as originally
printed.

To the honorable Senate and House
of Representatives in Congress assem
bled

The memorial of the Legislative As
sembly of the Territory of New Mexico
respectfully represents:

That during the past year the honor
able Secretary of War. for some cause
unknown to your memorialists. has re
moved the military post on the Arkan
sas river known as Fort Atkinson, upon
the mail route between Independ
ence, Missouri. and Santa Fe. This post,
while it was kept up with a small force,
was of important service in the trans
portation of the mail across the great
prairies that lie between the United
States and New Mexico. It was the half
way home on the road; and by the es
tablishment of a post at that point, the
expenses were reduced. and, at the
same time, the passage made more
secure. Your memorialists consider that
the re-establishment of said post is ab
solutely necessary, in order to facilitate
the transportation of the mail. as well as
security for the same, and for the nu
merous trains that annually pass these
plains. From Council Grove, Territory of
Nebraska, to Fort Union, in New Mex
ico. a distance of six hundred miles. the
country is entirely unsettled, and
swarming with hostile Indians, and
there is not a single rallying point for se
curity. in case of an attack. The pres
ence of an armed force at this point,
being nearly midway between the two
points above mentioned, will contrib
ute much in keeping the Indians in sub
jection, who make frequent attacks
upon those that pass these great
plains. The mail wagons are frequently
rendered unserviceable in this region;
and for the want of a post of this na
ture, where they can be repaired. they
-are obliged to abandon them upon
the prairie. as it happened in the
month of January of the present year,
when also some of the mules were fro
zen to death. which circumstances re
tarded the arrival of the mail at the
point of its destination.

Your memorialists. therefore. desire
your honorable bodies to take such
measures as may be necessary for the
re-establishment of this route. And they
will ever pray.
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MILITARY POSTS ON THE ROAD FROM
MISSOURI TO NEW MEXICO

There were requests for addi
tional military posts along the Trail
during the period after Fort Atkin
son was abandoned, 1854, and the
establishment of Fort Larned, 1859.
There were also proposals for alter
nate routes, as this document shows.
The following House Report No. 154,
House of Representatives, 35th Con
gress, 2d session, February 3, 1859,
presented by Charles J. Faulkner,
acting chairman of the committee on
military affairs, explains why HR
No. 132, to establish military posts
on the road to New Mexico, was not
passed. The documents in the report
are reprinted as they appeared.
Committee on Military Affairs Report

The Committee on Military Affairs, to
whom was referred a bill to establish
certain military posts on or near the
road made by Ueutenant Colonel J. E.
Johnston, leading from Missouri to New
Mexico. have, according to order, had
the same under consideration, and
submit the following REPORT:

The committee being of the opinion
that there exists no such urgent neces
sity for the establishment of military
posts at the points indicated in said bill
as would justify the appropriation
asked for. respectfully recommend
th9t the bill do not pass.

They submit as part of their report
the subjoined communication from the
Secretary of War.
Sec. of War John B. Floyd Letter to
Charl.es J. Faulkner, May 15.1858

Sir: Ihave the honor to enclose here
with a report of the officer in charge of
the Office of Explorations and Surveys.
in answer to your communication of
the 4th instant, enclosing a bill to estab
lish certain military posts on or near the
road made by Lieutenant Colonel J. E.
Johnston, leading from Missouri to the
Territory of New Mexico.
Lt. G. K. Warren. Topographical Engi
neers, to John B. Floyd, May 7, 1858

Sir: The letter of the Hon. Charles J.
Faulkner. enclosing a bill proposing to
establish certain military posts, having
been referred to this office, the follow
ing statement is made in regard to the
subject:

There are at present two great
routes to New Mexico, terminating at or
near Santa Fe: one starting from the
west boundary of Missouri, near the
junction of the Kansas with the Missouri
river. which is the most important of all;
and the other from Fort Smith, on the
western boundary of the State of Ar
kansas, by the Canadian river, a
branch road striking this last in or near
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the cross timbers. It is now proposed to
open another route from the south
western frontier of Missouri.

For this last purpose two routes were
examined in the summer of 1857, under
Colonel Johnston, in connexion with
the establishment of the southern
boundary of Kansas, and concerning
these he has made a brief report. One
of these routes continues on and near
the southern Kansas boundary to the
Cimmarron river, and would then fol
low the Cimmarron route to Santa Fe.
The other would proceed directly from
the southwest corner of Missouri to the
bend of the Canadian river, in longi
tude 99°, and then follow the Cana
dian route to Santa Fe. For the latter of
these Colonel Johnston indicated his
decided preference, as being better
and more direct.

The resolution introduced by Mr.
Phelps, however, seems to indicate the
inferior route as the one on which to es
tablish the three posts. In this case the
most suitable points would be, first, on
the Arkansas river, at the crossing of the
road where the country is fertile and
well wooded and inviting to settlers;
second, in the vicinity of the Salt Plains
on the Red Fork; and third, on Rabbit
Ear creek, at the junction of this route
with the Cimmarron road.

The first point is in a country inhab
ited mostly by friendly Indians, and
would not be much needed for de
fence, and the post might probably be
located to better advantage on the
Salt Fork, some fifty miles further west,
which is about the western limit capa
ble of settlement. The point near the
Salt Plain would not be well supplied
with wood, and the water in this region
is generally bad; and though the post
might be of some service in the event
of the salt ever becoming of value to
the country to the east, still the garrison
stationed here would be doomed to
almost unqualified wretchedness, and
it may be even doubted if the health of
the troops would permit them to re
main. From this point west to the Cim
marron the country is very deficient in
wholesome water and grass, and desti
tute of wood even for fuel. A post on
the Cimmarron would be in a region to
furnish protection to the travellers from
the mouth of the Kansas as well as
along the route proposed. Good water
and grass exist here, but timber and
fuel are somewhat scarce. If, therefore,
posts are to be established on this
route, it seems to me that one near the
Arkansas, and one near the Cimmar
ron road, are all that should at present
be attempted.

If the branch road to the Canadian
be selected in preference to the one
along the boundary, the following ar
rangement of posts would be desir-
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able: First, that the present Forts Ar
buckle and Washita be abandoned,
and one put in their stead at a point
some forty miles to the west of old Fort
Holmes. This is the western limit of culti
vable land, and would probably be as
efficient as the two posts now estab
lished. It would be some distance be
low the point of junction of the pro
posed branch road with the main
route, but at that point there is not an
equally desirable location for a military
post.

A second post might well be estab
lished at Valley creek, in longitude 101°,
which is a favorable locality, and in the
country of the Kioways and Coman
ches. The third post should be at Tu
cumcari creek. These three posts along
the Canadian are recommended by
Lieutenant [James] Simpson in his re
port, and are not only the most favor
able localities, but most desirably
placed. The last mentioned would be
in a country very deficient in wood. The
first would not be necessary, except as
a better location for the troops now at
Forts Washita and Arbuckle. No post in
this connexion seems called for from
Missouri to the Canadian river, as it
passes in this portion through the
Cherokee country, who are semi
civilized and friendly, and whose inter
est would probably be served by the
opening of the road.

I would, in view of all facts and con
siderations, advise that, if an appro
priation is desired, $50,000 be asked to
open the road from the Missouri line to
the Canadian river, near the 99th me
ridian, and $50,000 to establish a post
on Valley creek or such point for the
protection of the route as a reconnais
sance for that purpose should indicate.

A post on the Arkansas would un
dOUbtedly do much to aid the settle
ment and development of that region,
but it does not seem called for as a
measure of defence to settlers, or of
protection to travellers.

WILLIAM H. EISELE, TRAIL PIONEER
Marc Simmons found this item in

the New Mexico Writers' Project,
WPA File, New Mexico State Re
cords Center and Archives, Santa
Fe. It is the report of an interview
with William H. Eisele, Silver City,
New Mexico, by Mildred Jordan,
September 4, 1936, titled "Descrip
tion of a Pioneer's Experience."

Some hair-raising stories of experi
ence with the Indians as told by Mr. Wil
liam H. Eisele in his travels by wagon
train, when Indians were plentiful and
the train with [Which] Eisele was con
nected had many thrilling encounters
with them, but no serious trouble. Per
haps the most exciting, came when

Wagon Tracks

they reached the Arkansas River and
were preparing to ford it. Some fierce
looking red skins in breech clouts and
war paint rode up and watched the
proceedings with interest and when
the team Eisele was managing balked
in midstream and refused to budge,
the Indians charged into the water with
blood stirring yells, apparently, bent on
taking advantage of the situation. To
the surprise and relief of the wagon
men, however, they proved to be inter
ested only in getting the ref[r]actory
oxen in motion and they did this with
the use of English oaths, probably the
only English words they knew.

Shortly after his return from Las Ve
gas, Mr. Eisele joined another wagon
train bound for Virginia City, Montana,
over the Oregon Trail. This time he
drove mules, which were more to his lik
ing as he could ride one. He returned to
Westport, in '65, by way of Salt Lake
City, and Denver. In the Utah city he
saw Brigham Young, and at Denver he
joined a record breaking wagon team
train.

Men from all over the Western coun
try had assembled there for protection
from the Indians on the way east. They
had 445 wagons in going out of Den
ver, a train more than four miles long.
There was an average of four to six
men to the wagon.

He went to Paola, Kansas, in 1857,
and to Los Angeles, California, in 1873,
when the city had a population of
3,000. From there he freighted to the
borax mines of Nevada in '73 and in
1874 went to Trinidad, Colorado, where
he operated a bakery for fourteen
years. Later living in Kansas City, Kan
sas, in Missouri, and in Siloam Springs,
Arkansas. He lived at Fort Bayard thir
teen years, now living in Silver City.

In all the nine states in which Mr.
Eisele lived - is at his best when recalling
the Westport of the frontier and steam
boat landing on the Missouri that was
to develop into Kansas City.

Many a night he heard the wolf and
the wildcat holler at Westport in the
early days. Many times he has seen the
old Concord coaches go through
there from Independence bound for
Santa Fe, loaded with passengers. It
took seven days to go to Santa Fe, one
way.

He remembers the somewhat fa
mous incident of Milto McGee's ride
behind an ox hitched to a buggy,
when Mr. McGee was serving as the
second mayor of Kansas City. McGee
was a lover of horses and owner of sev
eral fast ones and he was both an
gered and humiliated at being ar
rested for fast driving while serving as
the City's chief executive, perhaps one
of the first cases of an arrest for speed
ing, in the city's history. In derision he
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hitched the ox into his buggy. and
hired a negro boy to lead it through the
streets while he sat solemnly holding
the reins.

Another event Mr. Eisele recounts is
the burial, in 1859 or 1860. of Gosunka.
A Kaw Indian Chief. The Indian was bur
ied on the prairie near Independence
with his dog, horse and gun in the same
grave. according to Indian custom.
Horse and dog were slaughtered just
befare the burial. He gives an account
of a man who had been scalped by
the Indians at Westport. He did not see
it done. but saw the man when he was
brought in for treatment. The Indian
had cut around the scalp. placed his
foot on the head and jerked off the
scalp. leaving him for dead. He did not
remember if the man fully recovered.

With all his exciting traveling from
place to place, Mr. Eisele was a family
man, who found time to rear four chil
dren. Except for the loss of his wife sev
eral years ago, after a happy married
life of 47 years. he has never had a
death in his immediate family.

DEDICATION OF A DAR MARKER
SFTA President Margaret Sears

received the following information
from Bob Raymond, a friend from
Lawrence, KS, whose grandfather,
Elbert Olin Raymond, wrote his
reminiscences, portions of which ap
peared in Kansas History, journal of
the Kansas State Historical Society.
E. O. Raymond was a Methodist
minister who emigrated from Illinois
to Kansas in 1888. He served many
churches in Kansas, including sev
erallocated along the old Santa Fe
Trail, notably in Council Grove,
Overbrook, and Scranton. Addition
ally, his ministry took him to West
moreland, which straddles the
Oregon-California Trail.

It was during his appointment to
the Methodist Church in Overbrook
that he encountered the Santa Fe
Trail and participated in the dedica
tion ofa DAR marker. This portion of
his memoirs follows:

One other thing occurred at Over
brook worthy of remembering. The
Daughters of the American Revolution
arranged to mark the old Santa Fe Trail.
a natural highway that extended from
Kansas City to Santa Fe, New Mexico, a
distance of seven hundred miles. four
hundred of it in Kansas. Over which
thousands of tons of goods were
hauled in wagons drawn by oxen.
mules and horses. They went in organ
ized caravans of a hundred or more
teams and men so as to defend them
selves against the hostile Indians in
crossing the plains. That highway was
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selected and used for many years with
out one dollar of public expense for
bridges or grading, and it took in water
ing places to supply their needs. Many
people died on that trail and many
families were massacred. their wagons
burned and stock driven off by the Indi
ans. As the country settled up. the old
trail was liable to be lost.

So the DAR. decided to preserve its
history by placing large stone markers
along the route. and Overbrook was
directly on the trail. It ran across right
where the Methodist Church stood.
When the marker was delivered, we all
turned out to set it and then called an
Old Settlers' Day and celebrated the
occasion.

In the forenoon we met in the
schoolhouse. and the old men. some
of whom had worked at freighting on
the trail, and others [who] had lived
close to it and had known all about it.
held a 'love feast' and testified. It was
very interesting. While all of those old
fellows insisted that they could not
make a speech, yet we kept at them
until we got them going and then they
all had something to say, and we did
have a good time. Then we had a bas
ket dinner. I was the guest of Sylvanus
Heberling that day and had a great
dinner and fine time. He was one who
had driven on the trail.

In the afternoon we were to meet at
the rock marker. unveil it, and have
some speaking. But unfortunately a
regular Kansas wind started blowing
and by two oelock we had a regular
tornado almost, and we took our meet
ing to the new Methodist church. There
State Senator Geo. P. Morehouse. an
old Council Grove boy delivered a very
interesting address. He had lived as a
boy where he could see the caravans
pass and had gathered up many inci
dents and reminiscences of the early
days of Kansas, and it just suited the oc
casion and pleased the people.

I also made an address. I had gone
to considerable extent in research in
the local libraries and state library to
develop facts and matters of interest in
the history of the old trail. But as no one
had ever written a history of it, it was all
fragmentary. The state library people
were kind to me and helped me to find
material for my address. which was all
second-hand. Don't you see? And
while Ihad a fine address, as addresses
go, yet it lacked the vital fire of the eye
witness. People were very courteous
and complimentary, yet I liked the talks
of the old ox drivers better. "Experience
beats book leaming."

Oh Yes! "Yorks Spring" is only about
a mile out of Overbraok, which was
one of the famous watering places on
the trail, and we had a barrel of water
on tap at our celebration that day.
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CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS-

Cimarron Cutoff
President Helen C. Brown
PO Box 1400
Elkhart KS 67950
(316) 697-4597

The chapter met in Clayton, NM,
on May 2. Morris Alexander and
David Hutchison reported on the re
cent SFTA board meeting. The chap
ter had presented SFTA with a check
for $6,466.97, repaying the loan for
the 1997 symposium plus a profit of
$2,466.97.

Details of the Cimarron Route bi
cycle tour over Memorial weekend,
Santa Fe Trail Daze in Boise City on
June 5, and the Fly-In at Clayton on
June 6 were discussed. Plans were
made to hold a mapping and mark
ing training session at Boise City,
date to be determined with Phil Pe
tersen.

After the business meeting about
25 people toured Trail sites west of
Clayton. The summer meeting will
be at Springfield, CO, with a tour
along the Granada-Fort Union Mili
tary Road. The fall meeting will be at
Elkhart. This report is courtesy of
Ambassador Paul Bentrup, who was
not even there. Paul calls his repOTt
ing enterprise "Bentrup News Serv
ice, with the emphasis on the ews
and not the BS."

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett
1227 S Bryan
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309

The chapter is planning some in
teresting events this year. We hope
to hold a joint meeting in Tucumcari
with the End of the Trail and Cora
zon chapters in October. Also, Dr.
Clint Chambers, a new member, has
offered to host us at the Southwest
Collection at Texas Tech in Lubbock.

At the February meeting the fol
lowing officers were elected: Presi
dent Kathy Revett, Vice-President
Clint Chambers, Secretary Dennis
Clayton, Treasurer Ruth Mary Ma
ples, Historian Beverly Lyle, Hostess
Elaine Maples.

On May 3, the chapter hosted
SFTA President Margaret Sears and
Vice-President Sam Arnold. As a
chapter in a "non-Trail state," we
want to increase participation and
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SFTA Vice-President Sam Arnold enjoying his lunch at the April 18 board meeting
while Secretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson Peters and President Margaret Sears dig in.

David Hutchison, coordinator for the 1997 symposium, presenting check to SFTA
Secretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson Peters for $6,466.97, at board meeting in Santa Fe,
April 18, I to r: Margaret Sears, Mary Gamble, Ruth Olson Peters, David Hutchison,
Morris Alexander, and Ross Marshall.

Mound, and Charlie's Ruts east of
Lakin.

The chapter held its quarterly
meeting April 9 in Hugoton, KS.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

The quarterly meeting was held
April 23 at the Kaw Mission in Coun
cil Grove. Members voted to help the
local DAR move a DAR granite
marker to its original site four miles
west of Council Grove, where the
Trail is crossed by U. S. Highway 56.
Deanne Wright reported on the
Santa Fe board meeting, stating that
Phil Petersen will have a mapping
seminar in Council Grove on May 30
for the Flint Hills, Cottonwood
Crossing, and Quivil'a chapters.

A bus tour was given for the
P.E.O. club April 19 to all the Trail
sites from Lost Springs to Council
Grove.

The 1998 Trail Ride will be at
Maxwell Wildlife Refuge June 6 and
7, start toward Council Grove on the
8th, and arrive on the 11th, tour
Trail ruts on the 12th, and be in the
Wah-shun-gah parade on the 13th.
The next meeting will be July 23.

End of the Trail
President George Donoho Bayless
PO Box 156
Chama NM 87520
(888) 368-4868

Coming down from the excitement
and success of the 175th anniversary
and its accompanying events, culmi
nating in the Entrada celebration on
the plaza at the End of the Trail, the
chapter has turned to other pursuits.
These projects include marking Trail
crossings at throughfares in Santa
Fe and developing the "New Santa
Fe Trail."

At the March 14 meeting Dale
Ball, executive director of the Santa
Fe Conservation Trust, explained
that the ew Trail is being devel
oped as an intrepretive hiking trail
along remnants of the Old Trail be
tween Glorieta and Apache Canyon,
NM. A long-term goal is to develop
the New Trail from Pecos National
Monument to Santa Fe. Volunteers
are needed for this project. On May
16, as an event ofHeritage Preserva
tion Week, EoT sponsored a hike
along a section of this New Trail.

along the way, traveled to southern
Kearny County to see where the
swales exit the sand hills, and went
to Ebenflur Cemetery in Hamilton
County where DAR marker #84a is
placed, marking the approximate lo
cation of the Aubry Route. They
greatly appreciated the hospitality of
Dennis and Karleen Gould who per
mitted the travelers to stop at their
farm to freshen up and to eat their
rations. Mter lunch they viewed the
ruts of the Aubry Route in Joe
Shorter's pasture, where they cross
the sand hills. The next stop was
Fort Aubry. Dave Brownlee, owner
of the site, provided a guided tour
and shared some artifacts that he
has found. Other stops were made at
Kendall to see the DAR marker on
Main Street, at the DAR marker on
the north river road, at Indian

interest in our region's Santa Fe
Trail history and connections. The
Gregg-Marcy route from Fort Smith,
Arkansas, passed through Amarillo.
This was an opportunity to exchange
knowledge about the Association
and area history.

Arnold brought with him a broad
knowledge of food and cooking dur
ing the Trail era. The video of the
Entrada ceremony was also enjoyed.

Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(316) 356-1854

On February 21 the chapter con
ducted an auto tour of the Upper
Crossing of the Santa Fe Trail, with
21 participants. From Wagonbed
Springs they visited two sets of ruts
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On April 18 the chapter hosted the
SFTA board meeting at Peppers Res
taurant in Santa Fe. Homebaked re
freshments were provided by mem
bel's, and a number of members at
tended.

EoT and the neighboring chapter,
Corazon de los Caminos, are em
barking on a cooperative venture to
share programs and local concerns
by increasing communication among
ourselves and with the SFTA. Kathy
Revett, president of the Texas Pan
handle Chapter, is organizing a joint
meeting with EoT and Corazon at
Tucumcari in October.

On April 19 the EoT and Corazon
chapters met together at Wagon
Mound, where several climbed to the
top of Wagon Mound with LeRoy Le
Doux as guide. Mter lunch Harry
Myers presented a program, "Juan
de Onate-Way to the Plains-400
Years Ago."

End of the Trail Chapter President
George Donoho Bayless and Secretary
Joan Sudborough conferring during
SFTA board meeting on April 18.

Carazon de los Caminos
President Steve Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Rt
Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683

The 1998 kickoff event at Wagon
Mound on March 15 drew 35 mem
bers and friends. SFTA President
Margaret Sears gave a presentation
on the Association's aims and aspira
tions for the next few years. She ex
pressed concern about the loss of
membership and asked for sugges
tions on how to stop this loss. Mi
chael Macklin, mapping committee,
reported that Hal Jackson had dis
covered some 1930 aerial maps
showing the Trail and the chapter
has purchased them. Nancy Robert
son informed us that $5,000 had
been allocated by the Scenic Byways
Committee for markers. So far 70
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sites have been picked and markers
have been installed from south of the
Colorado border to Cimarron. Bernt
Winkel reported on the proposed
symposium in 2001 in the Las Vegas
area. The chapter has to decide if it
will accept responsibility for putting
on the program. The May newsletter
will include a ballot on this issue.

What a festive meeting at Wagon
Mound on April 19! The hall was
buzzing, the food was good; about 60
members of the two chapters at
tended, plus guests from Kansas and
Oklahoma who had attended the
SFTA board meeting in Santa Fe the
day before. About 30 people climbed
Wagon Mound that morning (only
about a dozen made it to the top)
guided by LeRoy LeDoux. Following
lunch, Harry Myers presented a
lively program on Spanish explora
tion onto the plains.

Regretfully, we report the death of
Bernd Albers, who was a member of
the chapter. Bernie was a retired hy
draulic design engineer, who also
loved opera, geology, and sports cars.
Wet/Dry Routes
President Rusti Gardner
801 Vernon Dr
Larned KS 67550

The spring meeting was at Fort
Larned NHS on April 19, with 75
attending. Announcements were
made about the Fort Larned Old
Guard meeting, Santa Fe Trail Ren
dezvous, Santa Fe Trail Days in
Larned, and the Boot Hill Museum
Ruts dedication.

Reports were given concerning
the seminar on June 13 and the dedi
cation of the Chavez marker on June
12. The chapter voted to pay regis
tration fee for the president to attend
any major meeting which requires
representation from the chapter and
approved an additional $100 fee for
Dr. David Sandoval for his presenta
tion at the Chavez marker dedica
tion. Also approved was the transfer
of the Civil War gravestone project to
the Pawnee Camp No. 15, Sons of the
Union Veterans of the Civil War.
Richard Ford reported on the prog
ress of the mapping project and rec
ommended that Lee Kroh be sent a
letter of appreciation for his many
hours of assistance.

Two members at large of the Faye
Anderson Award Committee were
appointed: Lon Palmer and Larry
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Mix.
In a special ceremony, recently

departed individuals who had made
significant contribution to the chap
ter's work were recognized: Arthur
Sayler, John Warner, and Bruce
Kenyon. Family members were in at
tendance to receive plaques honoring
their husbands and fathers.

The program, well received, was
presented by Lawrence Hart from
the Cheyenne Cultural Center in
Clinton, OK.

The summer meeting is scheduled
for August 16 at the Quivira Na
tional Wildlife Refuge Meeting
Room, rural Stafford, KS.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge
David Kloppenborg
PO Box 441
Bucklin KS 67834
(316) 826-3537

On May 19, at the Dodge City
Public Library, members were enter
tained by Sky Shivers, storyteller,
who gave a presentation oflife on the
plains during the 19th century.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Anne Mallinson
964 NW 600
Centerview MO 64019
(816) 230-7228

The chapter met on April 26 at the
National Frontier Trails Center in
Independence, MO. Officers were
elected and a program on mules was
presented.

The early summer meeting will be
a picnicIBBQ on Sunday, May 31, at
2:00 p.m. at Lizard Creek Ranch.
Bring your fishing pole, a covered
dish, and a lawn chair. Bring pic
tures of the Santa Fe Trail sites you:
have visited as we will share our fa
vorite experiences on the Trail.
Friends, children, and family are
welcome. For more information, call
(816) 230-7228.

Thanks to Evelyn Bartlow for
sharing the history of the Wornall
House and her children's book,
Emily and the Santa Fe Trail, at our
last meeting. Logo entries are due
September 1, and membership will
vote its choice this fall.

Quivira
President Wayne Smith
1635 2nd Rd
Raymond KS 67573-9624
(316) 534-2821

No report.
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Bent's Fort Chapter officers, , to r: Treasurer Betty Choat, Secretary LaDonna Hutton,
President Lolly Mlng, and Vice-President Gerald Faust, courtesy of Bent County
Democrat.

Cottonwood Crossing

President Vernon Lohrentz
205 Beverly
Newton KS 67114
(316) 284-2095

No report.

Bent's Fort Chapter

President Lolly Ming
1841 County Rd DO
Pritchett CO 81064
(719) 523-6968

The Big Timbers Museum at La
mar, CO, served as the site for the
chapter meeting on March 7. A pot
luck luncheon followed the business
meeting. There was time to tour the
museum before the afternoon pro
gram, a video describing the Sand
Creek Massacre from an Indian
viewpoint. Then the 175th slide
presentation was shown, with sev
eral nice new aerial views at the con
clusion shown by Luella Marlman.
Bent's Fort chapter membership in
formation may be obtained from
Betty Choat (719) 336-2425.

On April 25' the chapter sponsored
a trek along the Granada-Fort Union
Military Route (Northern Section).
Ruts, stage stops, gravesites, and pe
troglyphs were visited and explained
by area expert, Angelo Passini.

Parkview Elementary School in
Lamar, CO, was selected to be a part
of the National Challenger Grant
Program. They are doing an in-depth
study of the TraiL To accomplish
this, they are using the library,
Internet, and visiting Trail sites.

The 5th grade at Parkview Ele
mentary recently joined the SFTA
and the Bent's Fort Chapter. Chap
ter members have been working with
the students and their teachers.
Lolly Ming went to their classroom
and presented the chapter's slide
show, 'Wagon Tracks Across South
east Colorado." Members Angelo
Passini, Leonard Dooley, and Edith
Birchler led some of the students on
a field trip to the Granada, CO, area.
The chapter welcomes these stu
dents and teachers as members.

HELP WANTED

I'm researching my great, great
uncle, William (Buffalo Bill) Ma
thewson, who operated a trading
post at Cow Creek, possibly another
in the Walnut Creek area. He was
married to Elizabeth (Lizzie) Inman.
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Uncle William also was a cofounder
of Wichita. He was involved in peace
treaties with the Indians. At their re
quest he founded a trading post at
Fort Sill, Oklahoma Territory, and
lived among the Indians for awhile. I
am interested in making contact
with anyone who has information
about Uncle William and Aunt Liz
zie, and I will share what I have.
Thank you.

Mary Emma Allen
55 Binks Hill Rd

Plymouth NH 03264
(603) 536-4851

FAX: (603) 536-4851
E-Mail: me.allen@juno.com

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Parkview Elementary School, Fifth

Grade. Joy Blanton, Box 1062, Lamar
C081052

Trails Project, KCMO School Dist, Tina
Littlejohn/Connie Gray, 306 E 12th
Ste 700, Kansas City MO 64106

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Ron & Bonnie Bair, 33451 CR 7, Lamar

CO 80152

Emmett & Patricia Bauer, 508 Charles,
McPherson KS 67460

Fred Casterline, 1810 Fairway Dr, Dod
ge City KS 67801

Clint & Sylvia Chambers, 5104 18th PI,
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Lubbock TX 79416
Marvin & Beverly Clifton, 604 Miller, Du

mos TX 79209
Earl & Norma Conley, PO Box 26, Gra

nada CO 81041
June & Dorothy Crawford, '21 01 Coyote

Spur, Golden CO 80403
Mark & Sarah Eubank, 2422 NW Wind

wood Dr, Lee's Summit MO 64081
Jorg Fischer, The Santa Fe New Mexi

can Restaurant, Holtenauerstr. 93,
Kiel, GERMA NY

H. R. & Leona Peery, 963 Stanley Ave,
Los AItas CA 94024

Donald & Norma Stainsby, 10 Melissa
Lane, Bella Vista AR 72714

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Jan Anderson, PO Box 1600, Lamar CO

81052
Gene Barber, 2015 Duncan st, Pampa

TX 79065
John Bart, 3058 N Sherrelwood Dr, Can

on City CO 81212
Marty Campbell, PO Box 452, Holly CO

81047
Jane M. Condron, 268 Edward Sf, We

thersfie�d CT 06109
Rosalie Clymer, RR 2 Box 51, Council

Grove KS 66846
A. L. Daily, 212 E 17th St, Tucson AZ

85701
Kenneth Davis, 530231 st St, Lubbock TX

79407
Cleona DunccJn, 8555 Crater Hill Rd,

New Castle CA 95658
Patricia A. Etter, 1051 S. Dobson Rd #

218, Mesa AZ85202
Alfreda Fielek, 3222 Caminito San Lu

cas, Santa Fe NM 87505
Marlow Fisher, 242 Entrada Dr, Santa

Monica CA 90402
Warren Folsom, PO Box 337, Holly CO

81047
Edgar L. Grumke, 1235 Schluersburg
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-Leo E. Oliva

Rd, Augusta MO 63332
Ted Holmes, 810 N Camino Santiago #

15, Tucson AZ85745
Keith W. Latham, 5511 Floyd, Amarillo

TX 79106
Charles Lemonds, Grant HaiL Fort Dod

ge KS 67843
Kristin Markel. 2801 Doralane Ave, Dod

ge City KS 67801
JoBennett Mitchell, 1061 Lyons Rd, El

lensburg WA 98926
Carol Overstake, 6120 Croyden Circle,

Wichita KS 67220
Don B. Popejoy, PO Box 9021, Spokane

WA 99209
Edith Reeves, 254 EMariellen Ave, Ulys

ses KS 67880
Carl Shankland. 1301 Belle Ave. Topeka

KS 66604
Beverly Smith, Wells Fargo Historical

Services. 420 Montgomery St, 2nd FI.
San Francisco CA 94104

Randy Smith, 10886 W Park, Dodge City
KS 67801

Maxwell Stepanuk. 1025 Evans Rd, Box
725, Gwynedd Valley PA 19437

Rose M. Thompson, 1908 Kedron Dr,
Fort Collins CO 80524

Kellie Vap, 702 SMain, Lamar CO 81 052
Emmy Andra Wright. 410 W Hwy 50,

Lakin KS 67860

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in August, so send informa
tion for September and later to ar
rive by July 20, 1998. Thank you.
June 5, 1998: Santa Fe Trail Daze,
Cimarron County, OK; contact Phyl
lis Randolph at (580) 544-3479.
June 6, 1998: National Trails Day.
June 6, 1998: Old Raton PasslNa
tional Trails Day celebration, Raton

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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NM; contact Joan MacNeish (505)
445-9588.
June 6-7,1998: Clayton, NM, Fly-in
and Ranch and Rodeo event, contact
Jim Talley (800) 390-7858 or (505)
374-9253.
June 6-13, 1998: Heart of the Flint
Hills Chapter Trail Ride (316) 767
5826.
June 7-13, 1998: Santa Fe Trail
Rendezvous, Whittington Center,
Raton NM, (505) 445-3615.
June 11, 1998: Grand opening of
Santa Fe Trail Museum, Trinidad
CO, 1:00-3:00 pm, contact Paula
Manini (719) 846-7217.
June 13, 1998: WetlDry Routes
Chapter Seminar, "Survey of the
Road to New Mexico," 8:30 am to
3:30 pm, Community Center, Larned
KS, (316) 285-3295.
June 13, 1998: Bent's Fort Chapter
tour, Granada-Fort Union Military
Road.
June 13, 1998: Juneteenth Celebra
tion, Arrow Rock MO (660) 837-3231.
June 13-14, 1998: Santa Fe Trail
Festival, Trinidad CO.
June 13-Aug. 31, 1998: "Arrow
Rock's African-American History:
Giving Voice to An Unheard Past,"
Exhibit at Arrow Rock State Historic
Site, open free to public (660) 837
3330.
June'21, 1998: Corazonde los Cami
nos Chapter meeting, Cimarron NM.
June 26-27, 1998: Rice-Tremonti
Frontier Days, Raytown month
June 30, 1998: Mark L. Gardner
musical program at National Fron
tier Trails Center, Independence
MO, 7:00 p.m., no charge.
July 4, 1998: Independence Day
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celebration, Fort Larned NHS.
July 19, 1998: Corazon de los Cami
nos Chapter meeting, Kiowa Grass
land.
August 16, 1998: Wet/Dry Routes
Chapter meeting at the Quivira Na
tional Wildlife Refuge.
Sept. 5-7, 1998: Military living
history programs, Fort Larned NHS.
Sept. 24-27, 1988: Trail Rendez
vous, "Music and Leisure on the
Santa Fe Trail," Larned KS, (316)
285-2054.
Oct. 10, 1998: Fort Larned NHS
candlelight tour, reservations re
quired (reservations accepted start
ing Sept. 22), (316) 285-6911.
Oct. 11-18, 1998: Elderhostel Trail
tour.
Oct. 18, 1998: Texas Panhandle,
End of the Trail, and Corazon chap
ters join meeting, Tucumcari NM.
Sept. 23-26, 1999: SFTA Sympo
sium, Council Grove KS. Contact
Jim Selby, 200 N Chautauqua,
Council Grove KS 66846 (316) 767
6994.

FROM THE EDITOR
The April 18 SFTA board meeting

in Santa Fe was well-attended and
productive. A highlight of this trip
for the Olivas was the opportunity to
join members and guests of the Cora
zon and End of the Trail chapters to
climb Wagon Mound on April 19, led
by LeRoy LeDoux.

We hope to see you at the WetlDry
Chapter seminar June 13. Plan now
to attend the Rendezvous in Septem
ber. It promises to be a doozy.

Happy Trails!
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SWITCHED BY PRINTERS--SORRY

SANTA FE TRAIL ASSOCIATIOiV QUARTERLY

NUMBER 4

CHARLES W. fRIBLEY'S
TRAIL DIARY AND LETTERS,

1857-1859, PART I
edited with an introduction by

David L. Richards
(David Rich.ards, a native ofMuncy,
Pennsylvama, and current resident
of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania is a
Civil War historian, with special in
terest in the history of the 84th Penn
sylvania Volunteer Infantry, and a li
censed battlefield guide at Gettys
burg National Military Park. The di
ary was given to him by the late Rob
ert W. Fribley of Big Rapids, Michi
gan, and is now in the archives of the
U. S. Army Military History Institute
at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania,
~nd the letters were either published
m the Muncy Luminary or provided
by Robert Fribley. A portion ofthe di
ar.>: and the letters included C. HZ
Fnbley's travels over the Santa Fe
Trail in 1858, and these are printed
below. Special thanks to Richards
and Robert Fribley for this material.
8.0 far as ~s klwwn, this is the first
tune the dtary has been published.)

(continued on page 14)

Charles W. Fribley, Captain, Co. F, 84th
Pe~nsylvanla Volunteers, 1863, David
L. RIchards Collection.
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FORT LARNED OLD GUARD
BUYS INDIAN VILLAGE SITE

THE Fort Larned Old Guard offi
cial friends support group for' Fort
Larned National Historic Site has
signed a purchase agreement to ac
quire the site of the Cheyenne and
Sioux village on Pawnee Fork 32
miles from Fort Larned, that 'was
captured and burned by General
Winfield S. Hancock in April 1867.

It was there that George A. Custer
had his first encounter with Indians,

(continued on page 4)

1998 RENDEZVOUS

EVERYTHING is set for Rendez
vous, "Music and Leisure on the
Santa Fe Trail," September 24-27
and registration packets have bee~
sent to all members. SFTA President
Margaret Sears says, "If you have
not yet registered, do so immediate
ly. SFTA is embarking on a new ven
ture by joining the Santa Fe Trail
Center and Fort Larned National
Historic Site in this outstanding 18
year-old event. Plan to attend the
board meeting as well as the pro
grams. And, don't forget your danc
ing shoes!"

SeclTreas Ruth Olson Peters re
ports everything is in place and
wants all participants to know that
there will be no chairs or tables at
the Indian village site. Also, there
will be no chairs for the baseball
game. So bring blankets or your own
chairs to these events.

Dr. David Sandoval delivering dedica
tion address at Chavez marker.

CHAvEZ MARKER
DEDICATED

by David K. Clapsaddle

ON the evening ofJ une 12 a sizable
group ofTrail enthusiasts assembled
at Jarvis Creek in Rice County to
dedicate a marker placed near the lo
cation where Antonio Jose Chavez
was robbed and killed by Missouri
mercenaries of the Republic of Texas
in 1843. The marker, of native lime
stone inscribed with the single word
Chavez, is intended to replicate a
stone of that description located on
Jarvis Creek as late as the 1880s.

The origin of that early marker
and its fate are unknown. Regard
less, the landowners of the Jarvis
(Owl, Chavez) Creek property, Don
and Lillian Zwick, have long been in
terested in replacing the marker.
With the cooperation of the WetJDry
Routes Chapter, they have finally
seen their dream come true.

Participating in the dedication
(continued on page 4)
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

RECENTLY I read Margaret
Frink's account of her journey to
California in 1850 (Kenneth L. Hol
mes, ed., Covered Wagon Women,
voL 2: Diaries and Letters from the
Western Trails, 1850 [1983; reprint,
Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1996], 55-169). Holmes rates
her diary as "one of the classics of
western history" (p. 55), quite a
claim in light of the enormity of that
body of works.

One can surmise that his assess
ment stems from the many qualities
found in superior writing which are
conspicuous in Frink's journaL Al
though I, too, compliment her liter
ary talents, it was Mr. and Mrs.
Frink's well-honed organizational
skills that came to mind as I pon
dered over a topic for this column.
Nothing was left to chance before,
during, or after their journey. They
even shipped precut lumber around
Cape Horn for their house in Califor
nia (was that the first prefabricated
house?). During the five-month trip
their zeal to reach their goal never
overruled their common sense. They
frequently laid over to cut and dry
hay for their cattle, did not cross
dangerously rain-swollen creeks,
kept to the trail, respected the power
of the mountajns, but did not daw
dle!

As I reflected on the mapping
workshop Phil Petersen conducted
July 18 in Las Vegas, Frink's diary
came to mind. No greater neophyte
than I was among the 13 trainees.
Phil carefully and meticulously
walked us through the complex pro
cess required to locate and survey
the Trail. By the end of the day I had
acquired some critical skills alien to
me when the day began. Mapping
the Trail will be a long-term project,
Phil reminded us. It will not proceed
as rapidly as we would like, and may
get passed on to others over time.
Yet, the train is on the move, and we
must not dawdle!

Approximately three dozen people
from five chapters have attended the
mapping workshops held this sum
mer at Council Grove and Las Vegas.
This is a good beginning, but others
must join the train. Two more work
shops are budgeted for this fiscal
year. The chapters that have not yet
scheduled one are urged to do so.
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Even if your mapping program is up
and running, I guarantee there is
much you can learn.

Listening to the wonderful stories
from the Corazon de los Caminos
mappers, we all should be eager to
get out in those ruts and meet the
special people who own them. There
are many stories-maybe even a book
or two-waiting for us. Yes, Phil, we
heed your warning that the journey
will be a long one, but also your confi
dence that we can do it. And let us
not forget the solid support SFTA is
providing by underwriting the cost of
these workshops.

Margaret Frink's diary meta
phorically applies to all of our SFTA
work, and I again return to the man
ner in which they approached their
epic journey. The obstacles we face
may not be all that different from
theirs. Individually, our journey may
not be life-threatening, but how we
carry it out ultimately will deter
mine whether SFTA '1ives on." Our
journey requires people who are will
ing to carry SFTA's gear. As the
Frinks did, we must select only the
necessary baggage and leave the rest
behind. Education, mapping, mark
ing, and publications comprise the
core of SFTA, all which are borne in
the membership wagon. After all,
without members, all else is aca
demic.

It is those wagons, i.e., members,
that are toting all SFTA's gear. Our
membership rolls have declined 15
percent since 1993, a fact we take se
riously and must vigorously address.
The board is looking at a variety of
strategies as are some chapters. An
idea a-birthing is "each member re
cruit one." If every member adopted
this pledge, SFTA membership total
would exceed 2000. Then, how much
stronger would our voice be, and
more importantly, how much strong
er would the Trail be?

Such a recruitment plan may be
beyond human ken, but what is not
out of our reach is to follow our by
laws requirement that all chapter
members must also hold national
membership. Obviously, those per
sons will not read this, thus I call on
all chapters to design a plan whereby
all their members will join SFTA.
Frankly, I find it mystifying why
anyone would not want to receive
Wagon Tracks, and that is only one
of the many Association benefits not

Wagon Tracks

All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Telephone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (785) 425-6865

E-Mail: oliva@ruraltel.net
Headquarters of the Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
ofSecretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson
Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center, RR
3, Larned KS 67550.

Telephone: (316) 285-2054
FAX: (316) 285-7491

E-Mail: trailctr@larned.net
WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a nonprofit organiza
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome, but they be
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor's
discretion. All rights reserved. An
nual subscriptions are obtained
through membership in the Asso
ciation, whose dues are fixed per
calendar year. Checks should be
made payable to the Santa Fe Trail
Association and sent to the secre
tary-treasurer.

Membership Categories

Benefactor $1,000
Patron $100/year
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Youth (18 & under) $15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675 (888) 321
7341, FAX (785) 425-6865
President: Margaret Sears, 1871
Candela, Santa Fe NM 87505 (505)
473-3124
Vice-President: Samuel Arnold,
2221 S Fillmore St, Denver CO
80210 (303) 753-9161
Secretary-Treasurer: Ruth Ol
son Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned KS 67550 (316) 285
2054, FAX (316) 285-7491
1999 Symposium Coordinator:
Jim Selby, 200 N Chautauqua,
Council Grove KS 66846 (316) 767
6994.
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pitel, New Mexico Dept of Tour
ism, PO Box 20003, Santa Fe NM
87503 (800) 545-2070
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Faye Gaines, New Mexico
Mary Gamble, Colorado
David Hutchison, Oklahoma
Nancy Lewis, Missouri
Phil Petersen, Colorado
Joanne VanCoevern, Kansas
Dave Webb, At Large
Stephen Whitmore, New Mexico
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available to persons who select chap
ter membership only. SFTA needs
these Trail supporters, and they
need SFTA. How can we continue
our journey with a wagon shortage?
The Frinks knew that the best carri
ers for their possessions were not
their or their animals' backs, but
wagons!

Spring is a time of rebirth, but
this year it brought loss to SFTA
with the deaths of Lou Schumacher
on May 12 and Polly Fowler a month
later. These giants left their marks
not only on SFTA, but more directly
on Independence and Kansas City
where they resided and served the
Trail for most of their lives. We know
the void left in the Missouri River
Outfitters Chapter will not be easily
filled, if at all. I know that all SFTA
members join in extending a sup
porting hand to Polly's and Lou's
families and to the Outfitters Chap
ter. We will not forget.

-Margaret Sears

J PAULINE (POLLY) FOWLER

The Santa Fe Trail and SFTA lost
an outstanding scholar and friend
with the death of Pauline E. (Sieg
fried) Fowler, Independence, MO, on
June 13, 1998. The recipient of the
SFTAAward of Merit (1987) and the
Rittenhouse Memorial Stagecoach
Award (1995), Polly (as she was
known) resigned her position on the
SFTA governing board last fall be
cause of illness. She was 86.

A native of Independence, she
studied art and music, performed on
the piano for some 25 years, sang in
local musical and operatic produc
tions, and had taught piano and
drama.. She was a member of the
RLDS church. She joined and reor
ganized the Jackson County Histori
cal Society and, in 1960, was ap
pointed director of the archives, a po
sition she held for six years. She then
worked as an industrial librarian for
six years and, after retirement,
again served as archivist at the Jack
son County Historical Society.

Polly served nine years on the
Heritage Commission of the City of
Independence as a charter member
and helped research, write, and de
sign the book about Independence
for the commission. She served on
the task force for the development of
the National Frontier Trails Center
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in Independence and assisted the
National Park Service with early
planning and development of the
Truman home. She was a charter
member of the Oregon-California
Trails Association, the SFTA, the
Missouri River Outfitters Chapter,
and the Friends of Missouri Town,
1855. She assisted with the NPS sur
vey of the Trail in 1988 and was a
member of the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail Advisory Council.

She was especially known for her
research and writing about the early
trails in the Independence area, rec
ognized as the doyenne of scholar
ship in that domain. She assisted
Marc Simmons, Greg Franzwa, and
many others with an understanding
of Independence history. Her work
was recognized by the SFTA, Jack
son County Historical Society, NPS,
DAR, and the American Association
of University Women. In April the
SFTA board adopted a resolution of
appreciation (see May 1998 Wagon
Tracks, p. 3).

Her husband, Frank, died in 1987,
and she is survived by two children,
Eric of Independence and Kristin
(Fowler) Miller of Grain Valley, MO,
and four grandchildren. Memorials
may be sent to the Pauline Fowler
Memorial Fund, Friends of the Na
tional Frontier Trails Center, 318
West Pacific, Independence MO
64055. Sympathy is extended to fam
ily and friends. Polly is fondly re
membered by a host ofSFTA friends.

FOWLER LETTER OF THANKS
AND APPRECIATON

by Eric Fowler
Dear SFTA members,

My sister, Kristin Fowler Miller,
and I thank the many SFTA mem
bers who sent cards and condolences
after our mother's death on June 13.
The outpouring of sympathy from
our local community and the wider
historical community was immense
and greatly comforted us and our
family. Your memorials to the Na
tional Frontier Trails Center are
truly appreciated and will commem
orate her scholarly work.

As for the Santa Fe Trail research
and scholarship my mother so loved
doing, I hope to continue in that tra
dition. First, since Mother had writ
ten so many note cards, references,
notes to herself to check out one
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thing or another and used her own
unique filing system, it will take me
awhile to sort through and organize
her research.

While working on this and playing
back through my memory some of
our many conversations about the
Trail, I recently rediscovered an in
teresting piece of information among
her resoUrces which I want to share
with Trail enthusiasts now. It ap
pears there is a hitherto unknown lo
cation for one of the Indian agencies
in the 1820s and early 1830s.

The traditionally-accepted loca
tion for the Shawnee Indian Agency,
which began about 1828, is in Mis
sion Hills, KS. Mother, however,
found at least one first-hand remi
niscence which states that the
Shawnee Agency in 1830 was near
the south bank of the Kansas River
in present Wyandotte County, KS.

To me, this helps explain among
other things more about the official
Jackson County, MO, road in the
mid and late 1820s which went from
Independence to the state line and
then apparently continued on
through Indian territory in Wyan
dotte County to the agency. It proba
bly means there was a road or trail
from the agency south to intersect
the early Santa Fe Trail in Johnson
County, KS, which means there was
probably an early branch of the
Santa Fe Trail in Wyandotte County.
Possibly Bennet Riley, Philip St.
George Cooke, and their troops trav
eled in Wyandotte County in 1829 on
their way to escort the caravan.

On the other hand, this may not
mean quite as much as I have sug
gested. More research about this
needs to be done. It will be fun as
well as difficult to seek additional
sources, see if it all fits together, and
report the results in detail via
Wagon Tracks. I hope Mother's pa
pers will somehow fall into order so I
can give up most of my archival and
library work and pursue the history
of the Trail in the Independence area
more vigorously than I can now.

Again, thanks to all ofyou for your
sympathy and support during these
past months. I look forward to shar
ing with you more detailed reports
about the Independence part of the
Trail, which my mother cared for so
much.

Most appreciatively, Eric Fowler
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INDIAN VILLAGE SITE
(continued from page 1)

and the experience affected his tac
tics in every engagement with Indi
ans thereafter. The destruction of
that village was the beginning of
what was called "Hancock's War"
which continued until the Medicin'e
Lodge treaties in October 1867. In
several respects, the burning of the
village was a turning point in
Indian-white relations on the plains.

The owners of the Ness County
quarter-section containing the vil
lage site, Frank and Leota Klingberg
of Carbondale, Illinois, are pleased
to have the site preserved and inter
preted for public visitation. The Old
Guard has two years to raise funds to
pay for the property, at which time
the organization will become the
owner. Later, if the site qualifies, it
will be donated to the National Park
Service to become a detached seg
ment of Fort Larned NBS.

Meanwhile FLOG is nominating
the site for inclusion on the National
Register of Historic Places and to be
considered for National Historic
Landmark status. A fundraising
drive will be launched soon.

Details of the drive as well as arti
cles about the signficance of the site
appear in the current issue of the Old
Guard newsletter, OUTPOST, ed
ited by SFTA board member Dave
Webb. Membership in the Fort
Larned Old Guard is $15 per year for
individuals and $25 per year for
families. Send dues to FLOG, PO
Box 354, Larned KS 67550.

CHAVEl MARKER
(continued from page J)

were Wayne Smith, president of the
Quivira Chapter; SFTA President
Margaret Sears who read a con
gratulatory letter from Dr. Marc
Simmons; Don Zwick, property
owner; and Dr. David Sandoval, a
descendent of Antonio Jose Chavez,
who gave the dedication address.

The Wet/Dry Routes Chapter ex
presses appreciation to Mr. and Mrs.
Don Zwick, to Bob Rein who in
scribed the stone, and to Mildon Yea
ger who engineered its setting.

As an adjunct, the provisions box
from the Chavez wagon, which was
acquired by David Clapsaddle in
recent months and was displayed at
the dedication, has found its way to
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a permanent home at the Coronado
Quivira Museum in Lyons, Kansas,
only a few miles from the scene of the
1843 incident which took the life of
Antonio Jose Chavez. Museum
officials promised that the box, one of
the Trail's premier artifacts, will be
appropriately displayed.

2nd SEMINAR A SUCCESS
by David K. Clapsaddle

REGRISTRANTS from Houston,
Santa Fe, Denver, and Kansas City
were among the many who attended
the WetlDry Routes Chapter's sec
ond annual seminar on June 13. The
program entitled "The Survey of the
Road to Santa Fe, a Great American
Drama in Three Acts" conducted at
the Community Center in Larned,
KS, featured presentations by Leo
Oliva, editor of Wagon Tracks; Craig
Crease, Kansas City historian;
David Clapsaddle, program director
for the chapter; and David Sandoval,
University of Southern Colorado,
Pueblo, CO.

In the evening participants were
treated to ice cream at Sibley's Camp
in Larned. The next day a field trip
was taken to survey related sites in
Pawnee, Edwards, and Ford coun
ties. The chapter thanks the speak
ers and others who contributed to a
well received seminar. Another sem
inar is being planned for 1999, look
ing at trading ranches on the Trail.

1998 BICYCLE TREK
THE trek limit of 50 cyclists was
reached in early February, filled in
part by 18 riders from the Cyclists'
Touring Club (CTC) in London. Sev
eralothers are coming from Switzer
land and Canada. The itinerary for
the 9th annual Santa Fe Trail Bicy
cle Trek, September 13 through Oc
tober 2 follows. For more informa
tion contact Willard Chilcott at (505)
982-1282. SFTA members along the
Trail are encouraged to welcome the
cyclist to their area.
9/13 Santo Fe to Las Vegas
9/1 4 Las Vegas to Wagon Mound
9/15 Wogan Mound to Cimarron
9/16 Cimarron to Trinidad
9/17 Day off in Trinidad
9/18 Trinidad to La Junto
9/19 La Junto to Lamar
9/20 Lamar to Lakin
9/21 Lakin to Dodge City
9/22 Day off in Dodge City
9/23 Dodge City to Larned

Wagon Tracks

The unveiling ceremony of the Kaw In
dian statue, an eight-foot-high bronze
titled "Guardian of the Grove," was
held June 13 in conjunction with the
Council Grove Wah-Shun-Gah Days
festivities. Council Grove sculptor Mark
Sampsel designed the statue which is
located across from the Madonna of
the Trail statue at the intersection of
Highways 177 and 56. Approximately
$40,000.00 have been raised to date to
pay for the statue, but more is needed.
For information contact Friends of Kaw
Heritage, Inc., 500 N Mission, Council
Grove, KS 66846, (316) 767-5410.

9/24 Larned to Sterling
9/25 Sterling to Hillsboro
9/26 Hillsboro to Council Grove
9/27 Day off in Council Grove
9/28 Council Grove to Baldwin City
9/29 Baldwin City to Independence
9/30 Independence to Lexington
10/1 Lexington to Arrow Rock
10/2 Arrow Rock to New Franklin

POST OFFICE OAK

-LETTERS-
Editor:

I would like to thank all the Santa
Fe Trail enthusiasts and music fans
who came to my performances this
summer in Missouri and Kansas. It
was a real privilege to share my mu
sic and stories with audiences at
Lexington, National Frontier Trails
Center, Arrow Rock State Historic
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Site, and Shawnee Indian Mission
State Historic Site. Thanks also to
the folks, both volunteer and staff,
who work to preserve these wonder
ful places for the public. I look for
ward to seeing many of you again in
Larned at Rendezvous 1998.

Mark L. Gardner
POBox 879

Cascade CO 80809
Editor:

I read your review of The Battle of
Glorieta Pass: A Gettysburg of the
West, March 26-28, 1862 (Wagon
Tracks, May 1998). Thank you for
pointing the authors' misspelling of
my surname. I noticed it, too, when I
read the book, but I ignored the mis
take.

I wrote to authors Thomas S.
Edrington and John Taylor and took
issue with them over their assess
ment of the battle being a hollow vic
tory. I believe the authors indulged
in Monday morning quarterbacking.

I wrote that, following their rea
soning, General Robert E. Lee's inva
sion of the North in the Civil War
had been a useless effort. He lost
thousands of soldiers at Gettysburg
before being forced back to Virginia.
However, battles and campaigns are
often influenced by unexpected
events that can decide the outcome.
For example, Jeb Stuart's cavalry,
Lee's eyes, was off on a personal sor
tie, and Pickett's charge was deci
mated by an unusually strong and
determined Union defense.

I commend your efforts to keep
Wagon Tracks responsive and of
great and continuing value to the
members.

Francis C. Kajencki
3308 Nairn St.

El Paso TX 79925
Your argument with Edrington

and Taylor is valid. They missed the
mark. See review of Don Alberts's
new book on the Glorieta battle in
this issue. He reaches the opposite
conclusion. Thanks for your kind re
marks.

Editor
Editor:

Please know how much I appreci
ate the publishing of the small
and/or unknown diaries. I would
never see that material otherwise,
and I have found some real "gems" of
information in them. Believe me, I
know what an enormous task your
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newsletter is to put together and
edit. I can't thank you enough.

Gail Tierney
415 Camino Manzano

Santa Fe NM 87501
Editor:

This is to congratulate you for the
fine job you do, especially with Wa
gon Tracks. Our friends Ethelyn and
Charley Taylor ofBloomington, Indi
ana, insisted that it was a very inter
esting pulication, well worth the
membership fee in SFTA. They cer
tainly were correct.

We met Ethelyn and Charley at
the Elderhostel program in Council
Grove last summer and had a very
enjoyable week. Elderhostel offers
many good programs, and it would
be of benefit to all if SFTA could add
to their information and experiences.
Almost every Elderhostel program
has people from at least ten, often
from twenty, states. It is a good time
for you to get your message out to
people who have already shown
some interest. This is just a sugges
tion, not a criticism.

Margaret and Ross Reeves
477 Nebraska

Phillipsburg KS 67661
SFTA would be pleased to provide

information about the Trail and the
Association to the Council Grove El
derhostel program. Everyone should
know, too, that your editor assists
with a one-week Elderhostel tour of
the Santa Fe Trail each October, con
ducted by Dodge City Community
College and directed by SFTA mem
ber Jim Sherer. This tour is always
filled, with a lengthy waiting list of
interested participants.

Editor
Editor:

I see we are still losing members. I
think some members, like myself
who can't get out and be active on the
Trail, become disconnected with the
Association. Wagon Tracks is help
ful, but we can do more. The Na
tional Park Service brochure about
the Trail is so great, I think it should
go to every member. Can SFTA do
this?

Grace Collier
2103 Lincoln Dr
Hays KS 67601

Thanks for your suggestion. Plans
are to include the brochure as an in
sert in the November 1998 issue.

Editor
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SLK'ING THE TRAIL
by Sam'l P. Arnold

(SFTA Vice-President Arnold is the
world's leading authority on frontier
food and drink, owner and operator
of the The Fort restaurant in Morri
son, CO, author of numerous books
about food and cooking (including
Eating up the Santa Fe Trail and
The Fort Cookbook, both available
from SFTA Last Chance Store), and
proud owner of a Mercedes Benz
SLK. That pride and his interest in
food loom large in the following ac
count of his recent trip along the
Trail. Sam takes the duties of vice
president seriously, being the first
holder of that office to follow the
SFTA bylaws and visit chapters. Of
course, he is the first v-p to possess a
Mercedes Benz SLK, too.)

I T had been a two-way street be
tween two very different worlds.

Santa Fe in the 1830s was a place
where a Missouri man could enjoy a
fandango dance with the pretty sen
oritas whose ankles were actually
exposed. The 850-mile road from
Franklin, Missouri, was hard. Miles
of prairie, wilderness, WO°F heat,
steady bake-oven winds, and dust ...
and more dust.

Missouri was the American fron
tier. Order a steak and it was pork.
Church services, law and order,
books, Victorian trappings, cast-iron
Dutch ovens, and glass, nails, and
wagons ... even the railroad in a few
years which would put an end to the
Santa Fe Trail traffic.

Now, in 1998, a century and a half
after the Mexican War's end, the
Santa Fe Trail Association's new
vice-president-me-was about to call
on some of the many local chapters. I
live in Denver and Santa Fe. Last
October, after a long wait, I received
a new Mercedes Benz SLK. Now I
would stretch it a bit, across the
Santa Fe Trail.

Saturday, June 13, departed at
7:30 am from Denver on 1-70 east
bound. By day's end I had driven 670
miles, past Kansas City to Lexing
ton, Missouri. Mixed emotions run
ning into frequent single-lane 8-10
mile detours due to repairs all across
Colorado and much of Kansas. Glad
for repairs, but they measurably cut
down the speed. At 101° outside
with a stiff wind, I was glad for my
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ice-cold air conditioner. Cruising
along, listening to recorded books by
dragon-rider writer Anne McCaf
frey, and exile Salmon Rushdie, bor
rowed for a pittance from AAA, my
life was sweet. Top stayed up in this
heat. At 1 pm lunched at Applebee's
at Hays, KS.

Colorado's speed limit is 75 mph,
so I kept it pegged just a hair over.
Kansas drops to 70 mph, unfortu
nately, and their state trooper patrol
cars cruised slowly by me, looking
me over closely. Heavily equipped
with three or more radio antennae,
back-window stoplights, radar, and
shotgun, they look like real business
in their big Chevies.

Kansas City is famed for barbe
cue, so I stopped for pork ribs and a
"burnt ends" sandwich. When I refu
eled, the cost was 26 cents per gallon
cheaper than in Colorado. So far that
day, I'd averaged 33 miles per gallon.

Coming out of the barbecue place,
I noticed the frightening sky above.
Turbulence was wild, with great
teats of clouds hanging down, ocean
like rolls of nearly black clouds fairly
exploding as you watched at sunset.
The weather button on my radio said
that tornadoes were spotted a few
miles north.

Thirty some miles east of Kansas
City, I turned north to Lexington,
MO. It had been a stop on the Santa
Fe Trail, and I was to give my "food
and drink on the Trail" talk to the lo
cal chapter. My nest for the night
was the Cape Cod Bed and Break
fast, which I heartily recommend.

Sunday, June 14, after a great
chile and green pepper omelet, the
proprietress of the B&B asked if I
would demonstrate the SLK's top for
the neighbors, and would I then take
her slowly through the little town so
her neighbors could see her riding in
the new Mercedes convertible. I did.
Later I motored some 50 miles east
ward to historic Arrow Rock. It is one
of the best-preserved early 1800s
Trail towns.

On the edge of Arrow Rock, I re
newed acquaintances with Robert
and wife Chris Rappold and their Ev
ergreen restaurant. Eight years ago
I'd eaten their wonderful sauerkraut
and smoked pork loin. Robert had
trained at the Hotel Lisl at Hohen
schwangau, and he knows German
food. It was worth the long drive to
taste it again.

Roger Slusher, Topper Schumacher, and Sam Arnold, Missouri River Outfitters Chap
ter meeting, Lexington, MO, June 14, 1998, courtesy of Anne Mallinson.

Back at Lexington that evening, complaining about the ruts in the
the Missouri River Outfitters Chap- road until I realized that the ruts
ter served a tasty beef brisket and ARE the road."
cold slaugh (old spelling) dinner in Stayed at Kansas City's historic
the 1830s Log Cabin Museum. They Savoy Hotel and again enjoyed their
liked my talk and noted down the famed dining room where Harry
recipe for the historic mint julep Truman hung out. Lobster Newburg
called a "Hailstorm." Chapter Presi- was excellent.
dent Roger Slusher chaired the Next morning, Tuesday, June 16.
meeting and vice-president Anne My schedule included a visit to the
Mallinson provided hammered dulci- Steamboat Arabia Museum in the
mer music. I had brought my mando- heart of Kansas city. What a
lin, so after the meeting we made treasure-trove! In 1857 the stern-
early-American music until late. wheeler Arabia set out laden with

Independence is good-sized, just tons of merchandise for the gold field
nortbeast of Kansas City. It was the communities in Montana. Hitting an
staging area for many of the old trail underwater snag, the steamer sank
wagon trains, both to Santa Fe, and with its cargo. A few years ago a pri-
to the California and Oregon trails. vate group found it in a farmer's field
Today it is a large, strongly Mormon 45 feet underground, several miles
community, headquartering the Re- from the present course of the Mis-
organized Church of Jesus Christ of souri River.
Latter-Day Saints (RLDS). Not the Boxes and cartons and barrels of
same as Utah's Mormon church, this all manner of pre-Civil War goods:
group was founded by Mormon beautifully tapered Dutch gin bot-
church founder Joseph Smith's wid- tles, cognacs, bitters, bottles of pick-
ow and son. les, cases of children's and adults'

Near the church headquarters, shoes and boots, nails, saws, ham-
but not at all affiliated, is the Na- mel'S, guns, powder, tools, English
tional Frontier Trails Center. A chinaware - so much that it boggles
splendid museum, it has historical the mind. And because most of it was
displays with many direct quota- underground without oxygen, the
tions. Here is a Santa Fe Trail quota- treasure-trove was largely preserv-
tion I particularly like: "I was always ed. Now it's to be seen in a splendid
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museum.
Westport is now surrounded by

Kansas City, but in Trail days it was
a major shipment point with wagon
trains going west. There was quite
early a Mexican community, and the
area may well have had the United
States' first Mexican restaurant To
day, here, Hispanics are an impor
tant minority

Most Americans think of the
trails extending from east to west.
WRONG! The trails went both direc
tions. The famed stubborn Missouri
mule actually spoke Spanish, for
horses and mules were an important
east-bound product from New Mex
ico, along with gold and silver bul
lion. Westbound trains carried the
hard and soft goods like chinaware,
hammers and saws, stills, guns,
powder, machine-woven cloth, leath
er goods, and whiskey.

Following the Trail, I drove west,
then south to Hillsboro, then east to
a town called Marion. It was a treat.
The main street looked like "High
Noon" except it was real. Old wooden
storefronts for stores still in use
greeted the eye. Largely a Mennon
ite community, Marion boasted
Pennsylvania German style barns,
well-manicured farms, and a cafe.

Really pouring an the coal across
the Kansas prairies, I arrived just at
6 pm, in time for my dinner and talk.
An overly-large portion of crisp,
crunchy chicken-fried steak with
white gravy and lots of black pepper
crowded the real mashed potatoes on
my plate. Food guru James Beard
would have delighted in it as I did.
Made my talk and told about the G-8
conference at my Denver restaurant,
The Fort. They enjoyed my story
about Boris Yeltsin's stroking his
wife's hand onto a stuffed coiled rat
tlesnake. She yelped a little cry, jerk
ing back her hand; he laughed, "Ho!
Ho! Ho!" in a deep Russian voice.

Returned to Hillsboro after my
talk, and stayed in a very comfort
able, air-conditioned motel costing
$22.00 per night. Prices everywhere
in Kansas are at a 1975 level, about
30% cheaper than Denver. Omelets
are your choice of 3 or 4 eggs, $1.80
an omelet. Had my breakfast of a
Denver omelet at a Hillsboro cafe,
the Iron Kettle, owned and run by a
Taiwanese who had settled there 15
years ago. I used my limited Manda-
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rin on him, saying "'Sheh-sheh!" as I
thanked him. His eyes grew wide
and I suspected that he hadn't heard
much Chinese for years. "Oh, you
speak Chinese!" he said breath
lessly, and I felt like his long-lost
brother appearing.

It was 100°F, hot, and the wind
blew at about 40 mph. Visited the
historic Coronado Quivira Museum
at Lyons, with its huge handsome
old-fashioned city hall. At the Day
light Donut Shop had a cup and a
cake donut while visiting with the
shop's owner. She was the very
proud mother of the local sheriff.
Drove on to Larned, KS, where I
stopped at the Santa Fe Trail Cen
ter, home base for the Association.
Theirs is an excellent museum in a
new modern building west of Lar
ned. Good Trail displays. In their
store they had three books an sale
with cover art painted by my wife,
Carrie.

As I whizzed across Kansas, I
picked up my cell phone and called
home to talk with both my wife and
my office. How good can it be? Lis
tening to classical music coming
from my radio, I reveled in air
conditioned comfort. The car ran su
perbly, and once off the interstates
there were rarely any patrol cars.

Came to Dodge City and paid $49
plus 12.9% room tax at the Day's Inn
Motel for my single. Gave my talk to
about 35 people at the city library,
being introduced by Dodge CitylFort
Dodge Chapter President Dave Klop
penborg. Scarfed down an excellent
steak dinner at Cowtown Restau
rant. Dodge City now boasts one of
the nation's largest feedlots and
meat-producing companies. So the
food in Dodge is STEAK! STEAK!
STEAK!

Having a day to kill before my
next talk in Ulysses, I was taken by
Dave to see the EXCEL meat plant
owned by ADM. Then a tour of ·the
Boot Hill Museum, of which Dave is
director. Boot Hill was a cemetery
where outlaws, bunko-steerers,
thugs, bums, and unknowns were
buried. A boot was sometimes the
only decoration. It is a right fair mu
seum on outlaws and frontier life.

He and a friend took me out of
town to see "ruts" of the Santa Fe
Trail. I certainly could see where
they were supposed to be, though
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high grass and cactus cleverly dis
guised most of the terrain. A very
kind director of the Boot Hill Mu
seum and his wife took me to dinner
for another steak.

In place of the Day's Inn I stayed
at a bed and breakfast kept by Jac
ques and Louise Lauren just above
the Boot Hill Cemetery. A splendid
home, beautifully decorated with a
minimum of kitsch. The young cou
ple are very hardworking and the
$75.00/night was worth every penny.
She's from Quebec and he is from
Nantes, France, where he learned to
be a patisseur. There's not much call
for patisserie in Dodge City.

Friday the 19th of June. Drove
slowly west, stopping at the town of
Cimarron where the Trail split into
the north route following the Arkan
sas River (safer, with water and
trees, but longer) and the Cimarron
Route down directly into New Mex
ico (shorter, but full of Comanches
and Apaches, with little water or
food).

Lunch at Garden City at a Wim
pie's/TCBY gas station. As I ate, I
asked the manager young lady about
Garden City. It consists of nearly
50% Hispanics, with most employ
ment at either the huge IBP (Iowa
BeefPackers) meat plant or at Mont
fort's Meat Factory. Breakfasts are
mostly biscuits with white sausage
gravy or chicken fried steaks with
eggs. In Garden City there are many
Vietnamese, Cambodians, and Lao
tians. Still driving at 100° and ar
rived late pm at Ulysses.

Wagonbed Springs Chapter Presi
dent Jeff Trotman and his friend Ed
took me out in the country to see the
famed Wagonbed Springs. They
have planted a wagon bed as a wa
tering trough at the site, so it was
fun to see. Again, there were invisi
ble ruts, but I could sort of see where
they maybe were supposed to be!
Made my talk at the Peddlar's Inn
and was glad to see SFTA Ambassa
dor Paul Bentrup there with some 45
or more people for a fried fish dinner.

Saturday, June 20, 100°F and hot
dry 35 mph winds. I had stayed at
Ulysses' Singletree Motel, and at
7:30 am headed west into Colorado.
North of Springfield in the middle of
absolutely nowhere prairie, except
two buttes in the eastern distance, I
met up at the Moxie Cemetery with
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in Wagon Tracks (May 1994): 21-23.
Alberts questions traditional sto

ries, including the cavalrymen jump
ing their horses over the destroyed
bridge in Apache Canyon and the
slaughter of the mules at Johnson's
Ranch. He properly credits Alexan
der Grzelachowski with leading Ma
jor John Chivington's force back to
Kozlowski's Ranch.

In sharp contrast to Tom Edring
ton and John Taylor, who argued in
their Battle of Glorieta Pass (re
viewed in the last issue) that the bat
tle was "not a Gettysburg in the
West, but a hollow and bloody adden
dum to a campaign whose outcome
had already been decided," Alberts
concludes convincingly that the rec
ords "show the Battle of Glorieta to
have been, indeed, the Gettysburg of
the West" (p. 173). Highly recom
mended.

Elliott West, The Contested Plains:
Indians, Goldseekers, and the Rush
to Colorado. Lawrence: University
Press of Kansas, 1998. Pp. Xxiv +
422. Maps, illustrations, notes, bibli
ography, index. Cloth, $34.95.

West demonstrates that Indian
white relations on the Great Plains
changed dramatically following the
1859 Gold Rush to Colorado. Whites
passed through and occupied many
sites essential to the horse-buffalo
cultures of the plains tribes. This
brought the final showdown for con
trol, which the Indians inevitably
lost "because they lost command of
the resources they needed to live as
they wished" (p. 280).

This is an excellent exposition,
with analyses of the environment,
Indian cultures, white expansion
ism, evolving perspectives of what
the region might become, changing
economic conceptions, and the strug
gle for power. West writes little
about the influence of alcohol, which
William Dnrau demonstrated was
important in his recent White Man's
Wicked Water.

There are a few errors of fact
(Westport was not the point of depar
ture for the Santa Fe trade in the
1820s [po 7] and oxen did not pull in
"harness" [po 221]), but no serious
student of Indian-white relations on
the plains can ignore this cogently
argued, innovative book. It will ex
cite general readers as well as schol
ars.

about 20 4-wheel-drive trucks or
SUVs peopled by the Bent County
Historical Society and members of
the Bent's Fort Chapter, President
Lolly Ming leading the way.

We set out rut-finding and traced
an early road down to a now extinct
town of 150 people, called Atlanta,
Colorado. It was hot and exhausting,
but fascinating to hear about the
various local Ogam sites where an
cient Celtic writings exist in caves in
about 60 places. How those Irishmen
got there before Columbus boggles
the mind. Spoke to the group about
the SFTA and my reproduction of
Bent's Fort.

Quaint, historic Santa Fe is about
130 miles farther south. Founded in
1607, it's the most European of
America's capitol cities. In addition
to being the oldest, it is also the high
est (7,000 feet above sea level). A
home for Native Americans (for
merly called Indians), Hispanics
(formerly called Spanish or Mexi
cans), and now many Anglos (any
thing not the other two - Santa Fe
Chinese are sometimes called An
glos, as are some blacks or African
Americans. Strange!). You'll see low
one-story adobe houses with a Span
ish Colonial twist. Artists abound
and Santa Fe is second only to New
York in art sales. There are many
good restaurants, but the Pink Ado
be's Steak Dunnigan (a sirloin strip
topped with green chile and mush
rooms) is hard to beat anywhere.

SFTA President Margaret Sears
lives there, and we have a home
there as well. The summer opera is
spectacular, but get tickets early.
Music festivals abound, and there
are wonderful churches and shrines
to be visited. The Indian pueblos
nearby have colorful dances and of
fer a look into a long-hidden culture
close to nature and the Great Spirit.

While my trip covered some 1,864
miles, my little sports car zipped
along joyously. It's a dandy way to
explore the Santa Fe Trail these
days - a modern covered wagon.

SFTA BOARD MEETING
ALL members are invited to attend
the meeting of the SFTA governing
board during Rendezvous, Septem
ber 24, 8 am to 3 pm, at the Santa Fe
Trail Center auditorium. Meetings
of several committees will follow,
3:15 to 5:15.

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-
Mark L. Gardner, Bent's Old Fort
National Historic Site. Tucson:
Southwest Parks & Monuments As
sociation, 1998. Pp. 16. Maps, illus
trations. Paper, $3.95 plus shipping;
available from Last Chance Store for
$5.00 postpaid.

This handsome booklet is approxi
mately one-third color illustrations,
and the text provides a concise sum
mary of the history of Bent's Old Fort
and the men who built it. SFTA
member Gardner has done several of
these for SPMA, including The
Santa Fe Trail (also available from
Last Chance Store). All are well done
and highly recommended to general
readers young and old.

• • • •
Don E. Alberts, The Battle of Glori
eta: Union Victory in the West. Col
lege Station: Texas A&M University
Press, 1998. Pp. Xvi + 226. Maps, il
lustrations, appendix, notes, bibliog
raphy, index. Cloth, $29.95.

There has been a spate of books
recently about the Civil War engage
ments on the Santa Fe Trail at Glori
eta Pass in March 1862. This finely
crafted narrative, based on thorough
research in primary sources, is the
best of the lot.

Alberts has spent years studying
the records and conducting field
searches of the area He headed the
Glorieta Battlefield Preservation So
ciety, helped get the site into the Na
tional Park system, and assisted
with reenactments of the encounter.
He provides the most intricate ac
count of what happened and offers
refreshing interpretations of the se
quence and significance of events.

There are good sketches ofleading
characters and of the taste of battle
as experienced by the troops on both
sides. This is the first book to portray
the role of Captain Herbert M. Enos,
Union quartermaster, and to utilize
Enos's valuable reports on the battle.
Alberts is mistaken, however, in his
claim that the Enos "material has
not been previously published" (p.
188). Enos's letters were published

• • • •
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Kit Carson Takes Offense: The Political Battle of Adobe Walls
by Stephen Whitmore

(Whitmore, Las Vegas, NM, is presi
dent of the Corazon de los Caminos
Chapter and a director on the SFTA
board. He is retired from the physics
and astronomy faculty of the Univer
sity of Oklahoma. He serves on the
Santa Fe Trail Scenic Byway Advi
sory Committee for New Mexico.)

DURING the years of the American
Civil War attacks by Comanche Indi
ans on Santa Fe Trail travelers in
creased. Attacks were more severe
against American traders than the
New Mexicans because Hispanic
New Mexicans and Comanches had
enjoyed relatively peaceful and lu
crative trade relations since the
agreement made by Governor Juan
Bautista de Anza and Chief Ecuera
capa in 1786. 1 Some U.s. soldiers be
lieved the Confederates had incited
the Indians to increase attacks on
wagon trains crossing the plains.2

In August 1864 Comanches struck
a small wagon train at Lower Cimar
ron Spring eNagonbed Spring) in
southwest Kansas. The Comanches,
70 strong but apparently friendly,
entered the camp of the teamsters as
if to trade, caught their hosts off
guard, and killed and scalped the
five Anglo-Americans present. Three
New Mexican teamsters with the
Americans were spared. Telling
them they did not wish to kill Mexi
cans but "would kill every white man
that came on the road," the Coman
ches gave them a wagon and oxen
and sent them on their way.3

Brigadier General James Carle
ton, military commander of the De
partment of New Mexico, decided to
mount a campaign to punish the Co
manches and their allies, the
Kiowas. Territorial Governor Henry
Connelly, and Superintendent of In
dian Affairs Michael Steck objected
to no avail, reminding Carleton that
the Comanches had for about 80
years acted in good faith toward the
people of New Mexico and that a war
with them would be disastrous to the
settlers on the eastern frontier of the
territory as well as to transportation
routes across the plains.4 Carleton
was not persuaded.

Carleton assigned Colonel Kit
Carson, First New Mexico Volunteer
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Cavalry, to lead the campaign. He
had completed his campaign against
the Navajos and was stationed at
Fort Sumner. Carson was given com
mand of about 350 New Mexico Vol
unteers, accompanied by about 75
Ute and Jicarilla Apache auxiliaries
whom Carson himself had recruited.
Carleton had requested more troops
from the Colorado Volunteers and
forces stationed at Fort Larned but
was denied. Governor Connelly re
fused to call out the New Mexico Mi
litia . Carson's column would prove
to be overmatched. Fortunately his
command was supported by two
mountain howitzers. His base of op
erations was Fort Bascom, located on
the Canadian River in far eastern
New Mexico. Carleton's directions
were forceful: "You know where to
find the Indians; you know what
atrocities they have committed; you
know how to punish them.. The
means and men are placed at your
disposal to do it, and now all the rest
is left to you.,,5

Carson's column left Fort Bascom
on November 12, 1864, heading for
old Fort Adobe (the remains of which
were commonly called Adobe Walls),
an abandoned trading post built by
Bent, St. Vrain & Co. in 1845-1846
north of the Canadian River in the
central panhandle of Texas. There
Carson planned to leave his wagon
train of supplies and proceed with
pack mules to attack the Kiowas and
Comanches in their winter camps
beside the river.The column encoun
tered the Indians a few miles before
reaching Adobe Walls and attacked a
Kiowa village of about 150 lodges
early in the morning of November
25. The Kiowas were driven from
their camp and took a stand at Adobe
Walls, where they were dislodged by
artillery fire. Carson's troops then
occupied the old trading post. The
Kiowas secured reinforcements from
Kiowa and Comanche camps farther
down the Canadian River and came
back to attempt to surround Carson
and cut him off from his supply train
and the abandoned Kiowa village.

Surgeon George Courtright set up
his hospital within the old fort, be
hind the remains of adobe walls
which he recalled as being "between
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three and four feet high." He esti
mated that 3,000 Kiowas and Co
manches were in the vicinity, odds of
more than ten to one. With the aid of
the mountain howitzers, Carson
broke away from Adobe Walls and,
after a bitter contest, burned the
captured Kiowa village. At that point
near sunset the Kiowas and Coman
ches fled from the scene.

Carson returned his troops to the
supply train, which had been left
with a guard of infantrymen. Be
cause his horses were "broken down"
and the enemy scattered, Carson
started back to Fort Bascom on No
vember 27, against the wishes of his
officers. The column returned to Fort
Bascom on December 20, ending the
campaIgn.

Carson's campaign at its outset
was controversial among New Mexi
cans; its outcome was inconclusive.
Casualties had been light. Carson re
ported three of his men killed and
sixteen wounded. He estimated en
emy casualties as 60 killed or
wounded. Destruction of the Kiowa
village at their winter campground,
with so little cost to the invaders,
was a serious blow to the Indians.
Carson insisted that his troops had
"taught these Indians a severe les
son .,,6

Carleton praised Carson's cam
paign, declaring "this brilliant affair
adds another green leaf to the laurel
wreath which you have so nob~ won
in the service of your country." Mod
ern biographers have called the cam
paign "the most brilliant that Carson
ever fought, though it has been
called a defeat.... The Indians were
impressed. The battle was exactly in
the style they understood: entering
enemy territory, inflicting damage,
and retiring with little loss - a very
impressive COUp.',8

Indeed, when compared with the
outcome of George A. Custer's cam
paign in 1876 against a similar force
of Lakotas and Cheyennes, Carson's
leadership does seem brilliant. With
out strategic use of the howitzers,
and his stubborn decision to with
draw, Carson and his men may well
have been annihilated. If that had
happened, we would today com
memorate "Carson's last stand" at
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Adobe Walls.
According to Captain George H.

Pettis, First California Volunteer In
fantry, who participated in the Bat
tle of Adobe Walls, "the Indians
claimed that if the whites had not
had with them the two 'guns that
shot twice,' referring to the shells of
the mountain howitzers, they would
never have allowed a single white
man to escape out of the valley of the
Canadian, and I may say, with be
coming modesty, that this was also
the often ex~ressed opinion of Colo
nel Carson."

On the other hand the Kiowas and
Comanches had not been punished
as Carson had hoped. They would
continue to raid along the Santa Fe
Trail for several more years. Carson
himself must have been disap
pointed. He had failed to win the
kind of decisive victory that he had
achieved against the Navajos. He
blamed the failure in part on Coman
cheros, New Mexican traders who
supplied ammunition and other sup
plies to the Comanches, and on Su
perintendent of Indian Affairs Steck
who had issued passes to the traders
a month before the battle, despite op
posing requests from General Carle
ton. On November 30, four days after
the battle, Carleton ordered the ar:
rest of anyone attempting to trade
with Comanches. Steck lost his job
six months later. 10

New Mexicans, especially those
along the eastern frontier, were now
fearful of Comanche reprisals. In
stead, on January 21, 1865, Co
manche Chief Sheer-kee-na-kwaugh
paid a call on Captain E. H. Berg
mann, commanding officer of Fort
Bascom, and stated that he wished
to live "in good faith" with the Ameri
cans. In return for peace, he prom
ised to do everything within his
power to prevent further Comanche
raids and to inform Americans if any
were planned by the Kiowas or
Apaches. He refused to wait at the
Fort until Bergmann could receive
instructions from Carleton, but
promised to return the following
month for the general's answer. 1

I

Carleton apparently was con
vinced that Carson's campaign had
worked. The Comanches were ready
to negotiate. He immediately relaxed
his restrictions on the Comanchero
trade. As soon as peace was restored,
he promised, unlimited trade would

10

be allowed; until then, only traders
whose passes were countersigned at
his headquarters could go to the
plains. 12

Carleton's optimistic VIew was
supported editorially by the Santa
Fe Weekly Gazette. Its editor and
publisher was James L. Collins, a
close friend of Carleton's, who had
been Superintendent of Indian Af
fairs before Steck, had served as
colonel on the Union Army head
quarters staff during a portion of the
Civil War, and prior to that had been
a veteran Santa Fe trader. He had a
long history of negotiation with the
Comanches. Under the heading "Co
manches and Peace," he wrote that
Carson's victory had made the Indi
ans feel "the white man's power,"
predicted that the Comanches would
now "become our permanent friends
and allies," and reported that Carle
ton was quite willing to negotiate a
peace treaty.13

Carleton's new policy must have
been well received by many New
Mexicans, too. But not all. Some
were unconvinced, arguing that Car
son's campaign was a failure and it
was folly to believe the Comanches
had been pacified. One, in a letter to
the editors of the Santa Fe New
Mexican, derisively accused Collins
and Carleton of playing politics with
the Comanche issue. The letter,
dated February 12, 1865, was sent
from Socorro and signed with the
pseudonym "Ranchero."

"Ranchero" argued that Carleton
and Collins well knew that war with
the Comanches was unpopular on
the eastern New Mexico frontier.
Carleton, he charged, had changed
his policy from war to negotiation,
agreeing now with Collins, in order
to win support from the voters of
Mora and San Miguel counties for a
certain candidate for territorial rep
resentative to the U. S. Congress,
Colonel Francisco Perea. 14 But,
"Ranchero" explained, citizens
"down here" in the Abajo will not be
deceived. The Comanches, he ar
gued, were "wild savage Indians"
like the Navajos (who had brought
much suffering to the Abajo), and not
to be trusted. As the Navajos, they
could be pacified only by military de
feat.

"Ranchero" accused Carson of
misrepresenting the outcome of the
Battle of Adobe Walls. The real
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truth, he claimed, had been told by
enlisted men and Utes present at the
battle. "Our troops were badly
whipped, and compelled to leave the
battle ground." Carson had no evi
dence of 60 Indian casualties. "Ran
chero" ridiculed Carson. 'We all
know that he is very fond of taking
har as he terms it f'Ranchero" was
literate; Carson was not], and the
only evidences that he gives to sus
tain the number killed, is that he
saw at least that many fall off their
horses. The Comanches however are
splendid horsemen, and every time
they dodged behind their horses'
sides, I can imagine hearing Colonel
Carson say 'thar goes a dead In
dian.'''

Carson was not amused. A month
later, on March 11, 1865, there ap
peared in the New Mexico Gazette,
Collins's newspaper, a letter from
Carson attacking his critic. "My at
tention has been called to a letter in
the last issue of the New Mexican,
written by one who signed himself
"Ranchero" which with regard to my
selfand my command, is so false that
I feel it my duty to reply to the same."
Carson defended himself and his
troops, declaring "we did administer
a severe castigation to those Indi
ans." Carson refuted his critic point
by point. His tone was one of right
eous indignation. His letter demon
strated that Carson could be of
fended by verbal as well as physical
bullies, that he was sensitive to his
reputation, and he was not oblivious
to the politics of his society. He was
in these respects a man of the world
as well as of the American frontier.

Copies of the two letters follow.
For full appreciation of this story
they should be read in their entirety.

Letter from "Ranchero,,15
Socorro New Mexico

Feb. 12, 1865
To the Editors of the New Mexican:
GENTLEMEN:- My attention has been
attracted to the leading editorial "The
Comanches and Peace," as also to
several letters bearing on the subject
from Captain Bergman to Dept. Hd.
Qrs., and from General Carleton to
Captain Bergman; from the tenor of
both Editorial and letters, it appears in
the language of the Gazette that " a
change now seems to have come
over the spirit of their dream. They no
longer want war. They are on the track
of peace." All these are high sounding
words and very fine indeed. What will
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not Colonel Collins advise General
Carleton to do now to make a little po
litical capital. Ido not say this because I
am opposed to a peace with that
powerful tribe. God knows, that every
good citizen of the Territory desires it
and yearns for it, particularly those who
reside in the counties of San Miguel
and Mora, on the immediate frontier of
these Indians; but it is a well known fact
that both Colonel Collins and Governor
Connelly were strongly opposed to
General Carleton's policy of waging
war against these Indians last fall; and
now. forsooth. a change appears to
have come over the spirit of Colonel
Collins' dream; that little dodge how
ever is well understood down here; the
Colonel knows full well that the war
with the Comanches was a very un
popular move. and that it alone would
perhaps cause the loss to Col. Perea of
the counties of San Miguel and Mora.
and therefore Colonel Collins has per
suaded our great political General to
change his base; so that now the ardu
ous duties of Department Commander
are discharged by two distinct persons,
one General and one Colonel. For my
part Iprefer the Colonel for he has seen
actual service on the battle field during
the present war and that most gal
lantly. and it is believed by nearly every
body in the Territory that he is the more
capable of the two. It is a well known
fact and cannot be controverted that
some of the principal Navajo chiefs
made the very same promises to Gen
eral Carleton in the winter of 1862. in
reference to assisting the military
against the war party and ladrones
[thieves] of their tribe that Sheer-kee
na-kwaugh is making at present. but
still their promises were not heeded,
and they were told that the only condi
tion of peace was the removal from
their country to the Bosque Redondo;
now, both of these tribes are com
posed of wild savage Indians and it
would seem that the promises of one
tribe are as much to be depended
upon as those of the other. Why then is
this difference to be made between
the Comanches and Navajos? Why
are the promises of the Comanches to
be considered and those of the Nava
jos were not? The reason to me is per
fectly plain. To make political capital in
the Counties of Mora and San Miguel,
and all over the Territory if possible. that
is the reason and no other, and Colo
nel Collins knows it well.

The Gazette says. that this happy
change has been brought about by
means most effective in bringing Indi
ans to terms. The force of arms. The
castigation which Colonel Carson ad
ministered, &c. &c. Now if all this were
true, we would surely be upon the track
of making a good and lasting treaty of
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peace with these Indians, but if Gen
eral Carleton should desire us to be
lieve implicitly only what he sees proper
to publish in his official organ, he should
not have permitted any of the enlisted
men who were engaged in that great
fight, to have come away on de
tached service, for these men tell a
very different tale. It is true that Colonel
Carson reports that he must have killed
at least sixty. Ibelieve that Colonel Car
son believes it to be true. but where are
the evidences? We all know that he is
very fond of taking har as he terms it,
and the only evidences that he gives to
sustain the number killed. is that he saw
at least that many fall off their horses.
The Comanches however are splendid
horsemen. and every time they
dodged behind their horses' sides, I
can imagine hearing Colonel Carson
say "thar goes a dead Indian." Now.
the real truth is. that our troops were
badly whipped. and some compelled
to leave the battle ground; all the stock
captured from the Indians when they
were first surprised was retaken by
them and some of ours at the same
time, the troops lost one or two pack
mules packed with ammunition. and
therefore the reason of that great es
sential having become exhausted in
about six hours of fighting. AII this has
been confirmed by the Utes who ac
companied that unfortunate expedi
tion, and further confirmed by Colonel
Carson's course in getting back to Fort
Bascom as soon as he could conven
iently reach that haven of safety, minus
a number of soldiers fled, the wounded
and a few less mules than those he
started with on that great expedition in
which he "taught the Indians a lesson
which they would not very soon for
get." I fancy that the lesson will be
longer remembered by General Carle
ton. who most certainly mistook the en
emy with whom he had to deal. than
by the Indians.

But. in this leap that Colonel Collins
has made he leaves a loop hole by
which he may fall square upon his feet
in any event; for he says that by making
a treaty with the Comanches, they will
assist us greatly in giving us information
in reference to the hostile movements
of the Kioways and Apaches of the
plains. who of course he presumes will
remain at war; that is a pretty good
dodge. Colonel. but it won't take
down here. and I fear very much it
won't take in the frontier counties; Isee
that you are already prepared to say in
case that any depredations are com
mitted upon the plains this season, that
the Indians engaged are the Kiowas
and Plains Apaches; that our great po
litical General thrashed the Coman
ches into a peace, and that they are
behaving themselves very well. I think
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Colonel you better try something else
that will not be as transparent to us
poor New Mexicans; for, if there is any
thing that we do know thoroughly in
this country from a long and sad experi
ence, it is when the Indians commit
depredations upon us. and when such
treaties as the one in prospect are to
be made upon such flimsy promises as
that one of that respectable chieftain
Sheer-kee-na-kwaugh; and this be
sides we have learned, although to our
sorrow. that the information and assis
tance which there will give. will be to
the Kioways and plains Apaches; this is
a dodge which Indians have been ac
customed to practise to deceive Gen
eral Carleton, and formerly other com
manding officers of this Department
who were equally as vain; - instance,
the present Navajo peace!

With the concluding remarks of the
editorial I am certain that every honest
citizen of the Territory heartily concurs,
to wit, that the visit of the above men
tioned chieftain to Fort Bascom will be
productive of the most beneficial re
sults.

There are other political dodges at
tempted in the Rio Abajo, but they are
fortunately as transparent as the Ca
manche Peace. Iam informed through
creditable sources there are some
mules which were taken away from a
gentlemen by the name of Chaves of
Pajarito by the Qr. Mr. at Albuquerque
are to be returned to him now, after the
Government has been working them
continually since sometime in Septem
ber last. Perhaps Captain Butler com
manding the Post at Los Pinos will also
receive a peremptory order to deliver
Mr. Romero of Los Lunas the Navajo In
dian squaw which the Captain (at that
time Lieut.) retained in his service in
stead of sending her to Bosque Re
dondo. Really General. you are im
proving in manners beyond concep
tion if you cause justice to be done
down here even if it does come tardy.

News has arrived here that on the 3d
inst. a party of Navajos drove off about
seventy-five head of cattle from the
Puerco opposite los Gabaldones, and
belonging principally to Manuel Vigil
and Jesus Maria Chaves y Armijo. A
party started in pursuit as soon as the in
telligence was received; besides. all
the stock of Los Lunas was driven off
from the Puerco on the 7th inst. and the
Indians are being pursued by the inter
ested parties; up to this time. however,
no intelligence has been received
from the different parties in pursuit, and
it is not known whether they have been
successful or not in overtaking the en
emy; as soon as the result is known I will
communicate the same to you. Really,
it is well said by that good old adage
"that there are none so deaf as those
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who will not hear, nor so blind as those
who will not see." General Carleton
and his supporters are in this predica
ment when ever the Navajos steal or
drive off any stock.
Yours respectfully,
RANCHERO.
P.S. It will not surprise us down here to
see affidavits in the Gazette denying
the loss of the pock mules and ammu
nition in the fight with the Comanches,
as the some thing was done with the
dead Navajos who were left strewn
and unburied in the vicinity of Kos-Iaws
ky's on the rood from Santo Fe to Las
Vegas; but this trick is too stole, know
ing from experience that Quarter Mas
ter's can obtain any number of affida
vits for the exceedingly low price of
$1.50 per dozen.
R.
Letter from Kit Carson16

To Col. James L. Collins
Editor Santo Fe Gazette
Sir - My attention has been called to a
letter in the last issue of the New Mexi
can, written by one who signed himself
"Ranchero" which with regard to my
self and my command, is so false that I
feel it my duty to reply to the some.
While it is true that on the occasion of
the fight with the Comanches, we did
not advance further into their country
in consequence of having exhausted
our ammunition and because we
started out more upon a scouting ex
pedition than with the intention to oc
cupy permanently any particular
point; yet it is utterly false that we fled
whipped from the Bottle field as al
leged by "Ranchero." On the contrary
we did administer a severe castigation
to those Indians, which was judged, not
by the number dodging from one side
to another of their horses, but from
those who could be seen distinctly lay
ing wounded or dead upon the field.
My command individually and collec
tively, privates as well as officers, be
hoved in the most gallant manner and
were frequently, from eight o'clock in
the morning until dark, engaged in
combats fifty to a hundred yards apart;
so that we ought to be able to judge
better of the damage inflicted, as well
as received, than Ranchero, or any
one else, who gathers his information
from rumors circulated by those who
were many miles away. With respect to
my losing any pock mules or animals,
this can be proven entirely untrue by
every officer and private of the com
mand, as we hod no such pock ani
mals with us. Every man carried his own
ammunition, amounting to forty or fifty
rounds each, and with this amount we
drove a large number of Indians from
their villages, fought them after they
hod been greatly reinforced, until
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nearly dark, then returned, to and
burned their entire village, after which
we quietly repaired to our train. Here,
on account of our horses being broken
down, after replenishing our cartridge
boxes, I remained a day hoping that
the Indians might renew the fight, but
only a few straggling ones mode their
appearance, and they at a distance.
Being unable myself to pursue I re
turned to the Fort without loss of a sin
gle animal, though I regret to soy that 3
of my men were killed and 16
wounded. This latter circumstance
ought to be proof enough, if any more
were needed, that there were some In
dians hurt also, which Ranchero seems
not to believe. Hoving sent out to fight
the Indians, and not to hunt stock, I
mode no captures from them, and
they mode none from me. I might odd,
that I am astonished to learn from the
above correspondent, which I cannot
as yet credit, that Gov. Connelly or any
other patriotic citizen was opposed to
the war against this tribe, after they
hod been committing depredations
and murders all summer along the
route from the States. I must still think
that Gov. Connelly and all good citi
zens interested in the welfare of our Ter
ritory have, and always will support and
defend, the military authority in its ef
forts to give us security against the sav
ages surrounding us. And in this case it
may not be improper to repeat the
opinion Ihave just heard my friend Col.
St. Vrain express, in which I concur, as
the result of forty years residence in this
Territory; that these efforts have been
crowned with more success under the
present Deportment Commander than
under all others this Territory has ever
hod.
Very respectfully,
C. CARSON.
Col. 1st Cav. N. M. Vols.
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KROHS PRESENT BOOK AND
MAP TO KANSAS GOVERNOR

WILLIAM GRAVES
by Dorothy Hart Kroh

AT the SFTA Symposium in Santa
Fe in 1989, Jere Krakow challenged
all to go home and get the local peo
ple enthusiastic about the Santa Fe
National Historic Trail. Lee and
Dorothy Kroh passed the informa
tion on to members of the Morris As
sociation for Family and Community
Education, hence the publication of
the book, Morris 1821-1997: A Com
munity Along the Ft. Leavenworth
Military Road to the Santa Fe Trail
(see review in February 1998 Wagon
Tracks).

The offer to share book mapping
research led to the formation of the
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TRADING RANCHES ON THE FORT RILEY-FORT LARNED ROAD,
Part III: THE RANCH AT THE SMOKY HILL RIVER

by David K. Clapsaddle

Lee Kroh, Governor Graves, and Doro
thy Hart Kroh.

Kansas City Area Historic Trail As
sociation which published 8,700 His
toric Frontier Trails maps. A book
and map were recently presented to
Kansas Governor William Graves.

THE WAGON TONGUE

-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS-

On display at several well-known
museums, including the National
Frontier Trails Center at Indepen
dence, is a Conestoga wagon. The
Conestoga was used for freighting in
Pennsylvania in the early part ofthe
19th century; but by mid-century,
the Conestoga was relegated to
history. The Conestoga was not used
in the trans-Mississippi West, as
tersely stated by George Shumway
and Howard Frey in their definitive
Conestoga Wagon 1750-1850 (1968):
"The covered wagons of the west
were not conestogas."

Rather, as Josiah Gregg explain
ed, the freight wagons used on the
Santa Fe Trail when his Commerce
of the Prairies was published in 1844
were manufactured in Pittsburgh.
Hence they were known as Pitt wa
gons. Later, wagons were manufac
tured in St. Louis, Independence,
and Leavenworth. Generically many
of the St. Louis wagons were known
as Murphy wagons, so called for a
leading wagon maker of the same
name. While the uninformed public
refers to all covered wagons as Con
estogas, I should think that mu
seums which are postured as de
posits of historical integrity would
reconsider the display of Conestoga
wagons as freight vehicles of the
Santa Fe Trail era.

David Clapsaddle
215 Mann

Larned KS 67550
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(This is the third and final install
ment in this series. The introduction
appeared in the Feb. 1998 issue.)

Ranch at the Smoky Hili

TRADING ranches established a
long the many routes of the Santa Fe
Trail often served as stage stations,
as did the ranch at the Smoky Hill
River. Upon securing the mail con
tract for weekly deliveries between
Junction City and Fort Larned in
1862, the Kansas Stage Company
dispatched Henry Tisdale to estab
lish stations at the infant towns of
Abilene and Salina and at the cross
ings of the Smoky Hill River, Cow
Creek, and Walnut Creek.

At the Smoky Hill, Tisdale found,
"Two young men [who] lived there by
killing buffalo for their pelts and tal
low and by killing wolves for their
pelts." Tisdale's reference was to
Daniel Page and Joseph Lehman
(also Lemon) who had established a
ranch at the crossing, a well-known
location on the Fort Riley-Fort Lar
ned Road.

At that point Lieutenant Francis
T. Bryan, topographical engineers,
departed the Smoky Hill toward the
southwest during his 1855 survey of
a proposed road from Fort Riley to
the Arkansas River. There, in 1857,
upon Bryan's recommendation, the
army constructed a bridge. There,
also, troops engaged in the campaign
against the Kiowas and Comanches
under the command of Major John
Sedgwick, First Cavalry, camped in
1860. Sedgwick's subaltern, Lieuten
ant J. E. B. Stuart, noted in his diary
that only the "rocky foundation of
the bridge" built in 1857 remained.
Flood waters had destroyed the
bridge in 1858.

Within months of Lt. Stuart's ob
servation, the Page-Lehman Ranch
was established, and two other
ranches were opened nearby. Four
miles to the northeast was the ranch
of the Faris (also Farris) brothers on
Clear Creek, and five miles to the
southeast was the P. M. "Smoky
Hill" Thompson ranch on Thompson
Creek.

Page and Lehman both arrived in
Kansas Territory in 1858. Daniel
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Page was born in Rockingham Coun
ty, New Hampshire, April 13, 1839.
At Phillips-Exeter Academy he pre
pared for the rigorous Bowdoin Col
lege in Brunswick, Maine. Complet
ing three years of study there, Page
was employed as a tutor for a family
until 1858 when he migrated west to
Westport, Missouri, and soon after to
Wyandotte in Kansas Territory. Jo
seph Lehman was born in Buffalo,
New York. Completing a common
school education, he left home at an
early age and eventually went west
to Wyandotte, Kansas Territory, in
1858.

At Wyandotte Page and Lehman
met and set out together on an expe
dition to New Mexico Territory. Re
turning to Wyandotte in 1859, they
quickly outfitted themselves and
trekked westward to Salina. After a
brief tenure at Salina, where they
engaged in buffalo hunting, the part
ners subsequently established their
ranch on the Smoky Hill.

These two men formed an excel
lent partnership. The well-educated
Page looked after the business inter
ests while Lehman, the consummate
frontiersman, attended to the re
sponsibilities of the fum which re
quired physical courage and the skill
of marksmanship. James Mead, well
acquainted with both men, opined,
"Joe Lehman was rated as an expert
hunter and had the reputation of be
ing a man who could take care of
himself and his companions under
all circumstances." Elsewhere, Mead
wrote, "Joe Lehman was the most ac
tive of the two." According to Mead,
"These men were engaged exclu
sively in hunting doing little trad
ing."

A ledger kept by Page indicates
such to be the case. While a wide
range of merchandise was retailed to
Thompson, the Farises, and others
indicated in the ledger, it does not
appear that much business was con
ducted with transients. The major
enterprise was, without doubt, hunt
ing, and the chief products were buf·
falo hides and tallow which found a
ready market at Leavenworth some
200 miles distant.

The context of Page's journal
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changed abruptly on August 1, 1862,
when the ranch began serving as a
station for the Kansas Stage Com
pany. From that date forward, the
entries were all but monopolized by
charges for stage company employ
ees' meals and feed for the mules.
Shortly after the opening of the stage
line, the ranch was raided by sixteen
Southerners on September 17, 1862.
Earlier in the day, the brigands ter
rorized the citizens of Salina, looted
the stores, and drove off twenty
mules and four horses. Christina
Phillips Campbell, an eyewitness to
the raid, recalled that they, "cleaned
out Charles Tressine's gun shop,
breaking off the stocks of guns they
didn't want." Continuing down the
Fort Riley-Fort Larned Road, they
stopped at the Faris Ranch where
they stole more guns and horses, and
rode on to the Page-Lehman Ranch
where they took seventeen mules be
longing to the stage company. Cross
ing the Smoky Hill, they stopped an
eastbound stage, held the driver Jim
Hall and his passengers at gun
point, ripped open the mail sacks,
unhitched the mules, and rode away
leaving Hall and his charges at the
mercy of shank's mare.

Two years later trouble of a far
worse consequence struck. On May
17, 1864, Cheyennes attacked the
Cow Creek stage station southwest
of the Smoky Hill Crossing. Suel
Walker was killed. Two other em
ployees, C. L. and J. J. Prater (also
Prather), escaped. Racing to the
Page-Lehman Ranch, the Praters
sounded the alarm, and word of the
raid and killing was quickly dis
patched to the Thompson and Faris
settlements. That night personnel
from the ranches met with Page and
Lehman to discuss their options. The
following morning the ranches were
vacated, and the proprietors hurried
to Salina where they found the
townspeople huddled within a make
shift stockade fabricated by a ring of
wagons around the flagpole.

Following their flight to Salina,
Page and Lehman abandoned the
ranch which was occupied in August
1864 by 20 soldiers from the 7th
Iowa Cavalry and a like number
from the 15th Kansas Cavalry. The
troops were immediately put to work
building a blockhouse with logs,
hewn smooth on two sides, found at
the ranch. The only other building of
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note to grace the post was a commis
sary building described by William
Darnell in 1865 as, "a sod house
about 25 by 40 feet in size, overlook
ing the Smoky Hill River." Presuma
bly the commissary was the building
formerly used by Page and Lehman
as their store and stage station. The
post was named Fort Ellsworth in
honor ofits first commanding officer,
Lieutenant Allen Ellsworth, 7th Iowa
Cavalry.

In the meantime Page and Leh
man settled on a farm southeast of
Salina. The following November
Lehman married Sarah Combs of
Salina and, in 1867, the couple pur
chased a farm three miles northeast
of Lindsborg, Kansas, from John
Lane, Lehman's-brother-in-law and
former employee at the Page
Lehman Ranch. Mrs. Lehman died
several years later at their Linds
borg home, and soon after Lehman
and their four children moved to
Gunnison, Colorado.

Page married Maggie Combs in
December 1866 and moved to an 80
acre tract east of Lindsborg, pur
chased from the Union Pacific Rail
way, Eastern Division. There, not far
from Lehman's farm, Page built a log
house which was used as both resi
dence and store. In 1870 Page was
elected to the office of McPherson
County Attorney, and in 1876 he rep
resented McPherson County in the
Kansas House of Representatives.
Subsequently, the Democrat Page
found himself engulfed in a Republi
can stronghold with little hope of
reelection. Forsaking Kansas poli
tics, Page moved to Higgins, Texas,
where he reared eleven children. He
died at Higgins in 1906.

As to the Smoky Hill ranch site,
Fort Ellsworth was renamed Fort
Harker in November of 1866 and
moved in the following January one
mile north of its original location
(present town of Kanopolis, Kansas).
In 1996 the Kansas Anthropological
Association conducted an excavation
~t the ranch/fort site. No substantial
findings were reported.
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FRIBLEY DIARY AND LETTERS
(continued from page 1)

CHARLES W. Fribley, the subject
of this sketch and author of the diary
and letters that follow, was born
September 25, 1835, in Loyalsock
Township, Lycoming County, Penn
sylvania. He was the eldest child of
John and Sarah Fribley, prosperous
middle-class farmers of proud Ger
man stock already several genera
tions removed from the "old
country." Mter spending his early
years along the West Branch of the
Susquehanna River above William
sport, Charles moved with his family
in the spring of 1852 to a farm just
north of Muncy in north-central
Pennsylvania. The Fribleys re
mained there for the next 30 years,
rearing a total of seven children.
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Muncy, a quaint little town located
on the great bend ofthe West Branch
River was, in the 1850s, a thriving
community numbering perhaps
1,000 residents, around which there
were hills, timber, and farmland.
With canal and rail connections to
Harrisburg and Philadelphia,
Muncy prospered as a market town
and shipping point for east Lycoming
County. In this booming environ
ment Charles Fribley came of age. A
close friend recalled that young
"Charlie" was "easy in his manners,
courteous and polite, jovial and en
tertaining, just and upright, moral
and temperate, for~vingrather than
harboring hatred."

Charles attended country school
and, in the summer of 1855, entered
Dickinson Seminary (now Lycoming
College) in Williamsport. The follow
ing winter, between sessions, he
taught in a local school. He returned
to the Seminary in the spring of 1856
and again taught school during the
winter of 1856-1857. He caught the
"western fever" in the spring of 1857
and went to Kansas Territory_

After traveling two weeks by rail
road and steamboat, Fribley arrived
at Lecompton where he found em
ployment as a ferry boatman on the
Kansas River. In letters home he told
about his trip, life in Kansas Terri
tory, and his experiences on the
Trail. In the spring of 1858 Fribley
sought a more comfortable position,
teaching school in western Missouri.
That spring he also began keeping a
diary, which he faithfully main
tained until his death. Though the
daily entries are brief and seldom ex
ceed three sentences in length, they
are nonetheless full of insight and oc
casional humor.

For the student of the Santa Fe
Trail his diary contains much of in
terest. It shows that he first became
interested in working for the mail
service, which he called "the ex
press," as early as May 14, 1858, but
was told at that time he would have
to wait till summer. Over the next
six weeks he persisted in his efforts
to go "with the mail" and was finally
hired June 30 by the contractor, Hall
& Porter Company. The company
had just won a new contract, upgrad
ing service from semimonthly to
weekly at that time. On July 5, 1858,
Fribley was one of a party of four
that left Independence, Missouri,
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with the fIrst weekly mail that
crossed the plains to Santa Fe, New
Mexico, a distance of about 800
miles. The contract time for the trip
was set at 20 days one way, and be
tween July 3 and November 21, he
made two round trips across the
plains between Independence and
Santa Fe, plus a short round-trip ex
cursion to Council Grove. James
Brice, who wrote a memoir of his life
along the Santa Fe Trail, began
working for Hall and Porter in the
autumn of 1858. Perhaps his em
ployment overlapped with that of
Fribley (see "James Brice's Trail
Reminiscences," Wagon Tracks, VI
(May 1992), 1, 19-21, VI (August
1992), 10-13, & VII (Nov. 1992), 12
15.]

Throughout his experience on the
Santa Fe Trail, young Fribley main
tained his diary and kept a faithful
account ofhis daily routine. He noted
villages, way stations, river cross
ings, and landmarks passed, in addi
tion to other parties or trains seen on
the Trail. He recorded when and
where they prepared meals and
where they camped for the evening.
He often calculated distances cov
ered and mentioned the condition of
the roads. Naturally, the weather
was a favorite topic, with an empha
sis on how it affected travel. Any
thing unusual that caught the eye of
this observant young emigrant from
Pennsylvania was recorded. Indians
and buffalo were noted. Fribley was
curious about the people he met and
often recorded some fascinating per
ceptions.

First-hand information from the
gold fields in Colorado or California
was eagerly sought out, but Fribley
was apparently opposed to such mis
guided adventures and never seri
ously considered that option. He ex
panded some of his observations in
his letters. Also of interest to this
Pennsylvania farmer was the land
itself, and in the letters he noted its
character and potential future use as
farmland for the benefit of others
considering the migration west.

In retrospect, it appears Fribley
liked that wild, lonely business along
the Santa Fe Trail in 1858, where
every day was a new adventure, but
there was not enough pay for his lik
ing. He abandoned life on the Trail
and pursued a career in teaching. He
found a country school near Rich-
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mond, Missouri, where he remained
for about one year.

For reasons unknown but possibly
because of a desire to be near the
young woman he would marry,
Charles Fribley returned to Pennsyl
vania in November 1859 and never
saw the West again. He continued
his teaching career at a one-room
schoolhouse near Muncy and began
courting Miss Kate Ault from Wil
liamsport, Pennsylvania. His life
changed with the outbreak of war in
April 1861, when he enlisted as a pri
vate in the "Woodward Guards."
This was a company from William
sport that eventually became Com
pany A, 11th Pennsylvania Volun
teers, but their term of service was
an unrealistic three months. The
11th and Private Fribley fought in
experience, boredom, and restless
ness, but saw no combat before their
term expired.

Fribley returned home and
worked briefly in the lumber busi
ness before he enlisted in another
regiment, with Kate's approval. He,
as many others, had a continued
thirst for military adventure and
glory. On October 5, 1861, he en
listed for three years in the "Muncy
Rifles" which became Company F,
84th Pennsylvania Volunteers. His
previous experience manifested it
self when he was appointed First (or
Orderly) Sergeant of Company F. He
assumed a central role in the train
ing and discipline of an amalgama
tion of young men and boys, mostly
farmers from the Muncy vicinity.

Sergeant Fribley, with skills and
confIdence gained on the Santa Fe
Trail and in his prior military serv
ice, helped mold the recruits into sol
diers. In fact Company F was soon
considered the best-drilled company
in the regiment. Despite his duties,
Fribley found time that December
for a brief furlough home in order to
marry Kate Ault on December 10, af
ter which he quickly returned to the
regiment.

The usual routine of boredom and
endless drill best described the next
two and a half months before Ser
geant Fribley and the 84th Pennsyl
vania fought their fIrst major en
gagement at Kernstown, near Win
chester, Virginia, on March 23, 1862.
Beyond knowing that he was present
on the fIeld ofbattle, there is no other
record of Fribley's experiences that
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day. His regiment played a promi
nent role in the Union victory, losing
over 35% of its men in roughly
twenty minutes. It was a brutal in
troduction to the real war.

On May 19, 1862, Fribley was ap
pointed second lieutenant and on
July 17 he was named acting adju
tant of the regiment and served with
honor as such throughout the Pope
Campaign, culminating in the Sec
ond Battle at Bull Run (or Manas
sas), August 29-30, 1862. Soon after
that engagement Lieutenant Fribley
was reported as gravely ill and lying
in a hospital near Georgetown, suf
fering from a severe fever. He even
tually recovered and returned to the
regiment on December 2, having
been promoted, in the meantime, to
captain and the command of Com
pany F, which he led at the battle of
Fredericksburg, Virginia, December
13, 1862.

Several weeks into the new year,
Colonel Samuel M. Bowman of the
84th Pennsylvania was assigned
command of the Second Brigade,
Third Division, Third Army Corps,
and shortly after, on March 15, 1863,
Captain Fribley was pleasantly sur
prised to discover that he had been
appointed by Colonel Bowman as
Acting Assistant Adjutant General
(AAAG) of the Second Brigade. This
was a choice staff assignment and,
for the ambitious young captain, a
golden opportunity. In that capacity
he saw action at Chancellorsville on
May 2-3, 1863, and was commended
for gallantry.

The heavy losses suffered by the
Third (Whipple's) Division at Chan
cellorsville, however, resulted in its
brigades being disbanded, and Cap
tain Fribley found himself without a
position and reverted back to com
manding Company F, comprised of
the eight men who remained after
the debacle at Chancellorsville. This
was a terrible disappointment to the
ambitious young captain, stimulated
as he was by the authority and ex
citement of staff duties.

That summer he began exploring
other opportunities and became in
terested in serving with the Black
regiments being organized. On Sep
tember 19, 1863, he was examined in
Washington, D.C., for a commission
in one of the Black regiments. He
passed with high marks and was
soon commissioned colonel . On Oc-
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tober 3 he assumed command of the
8th United States Colored Troops
(U.S.C.T.) being organized near
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

On January 18, 1864, Colonel Fri
bley and his regiment departed New
York harbor bound for the South
and, on February 7, landed at Jack
sonville, Florida. The 8th U.S.C.T.,
with Colonel Fribley in command,
marched inland as part of a force of
5,000 troops commanded by General
Truman Seymour on what has been
called "The Florida Expedition." On
February 20 a hastily assembled
force of Confederates, under General
Joseph Finegan, halted them near a
remote Florida wayside called Olus
tee. In the sharp fight that ensued,
Colonel Charles W. Fribley was shot
in the heart and instantly killed. The
Union forces were soon driven from
the field. In that confused retreat fol
lowing his death, Fribley's body fell
into the hands of the enemy and was
never recovered. Charles Fribley
was 28 years old at the time of his
death.

Several days after the battle Fri
bley's grieving widow attempted to
pass through the lines in order to lo
cate the remains of her beloved hus
band and have them shipped North,
but rebel authorities refused her re
quest. Many years later she did re
cover her husband's 1864 diary from
a former Confederate soldier, but his
highly-prized sword eluded her best
efforts. Following her late husband's
example, Kate taught recently-freed
Black children in Kentucky and Ten
nessee before returning home to Wil
liamsport soon after the war ended.
There she eventually remarried and
named her first son Charles Fribley
in honor of her first husband. The
son died in childhood. Kate died un
expectedly on June 28, 1882.

Charles W. Fribley had been a lov
ing and devoted son, brother, and
husband. In politics he was a loyal
(and vocal) Republican and some
thing of an abolitionist, strongly sup
porting the end of slavery. He was a
voracious reader, forever trying to
improve his knowledge or locate
reading material. He was enamored
with his bride, Kate. Mer they were
married he seldom failed to mention
her name in a daily entry in his di
ary. He attended church faithfully.
He enjoyed strong drink and went
"out on the town" with the boys on
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more than one occasion. In the army
Fribley was considered the best drill
master in the 84th Pennsylvania.

Family tradition has it that while
home in Lycoming County on a brief
furlough before shipping off to Flor
ida, Colonel Fribley exclaimed: "The
bullet was never made with my
name on it!" He met his doom less
than six weeks later. All things con
sidered, however, it was obvious that
Fribley found his real calling in life
in the military, and he excelled at it.
He rose from private to full colonel in
just over two years. His ambitions
were cut short only by his untimely
death on the field of honor, or he may
well have attained a general's star by
the end of the Civil War. And in civil
ian life, too, he may have reached the
stars.

Today no marble slab marks his fi
nal resting place. His service is rec
ognized on the Soldiers' Monument
in the Muncy Cemetery where,
among the names of many others
from the area whose blood was shed
in the same cause, this simple m
scription may be found:

COL. CHA RLES W. FRIBLEY
8 U.S.C.T.
Killed at Olustee, Flo.
Feb. 20th. 1864.
No mention is made of those glori

ous days in the summer of 1858
when he shipped out of Independ
ence, Missouri, bound for Santa Fe.
His diary of that era is printed below,
followed by excerpts from his letters
(portions of letters relating to family
matters and some extraneous mate
rials have been omitted). Some ofthe
people he mentioned, using only last
names, have so far not been identi
fied, and some place names have not
been located. If anyone can supply
identification, please send informa
tion to WTeditor.
DIARY
Tuesday, June 29, 1858: Saw Judge
[James] Porter"' this morning, but he
could not give me much satisfaction.
Attended court, saw [sat] through
Wishman trial on an indictment for mur
der. The Principle defendant sen
tenced 5 years to penitentary. Will not
be able to go to Santa Fe til July 12th
proximus.
Wednesday, June 30, 1858: Went to in
dependence early and saw Mr. Simp
son who informed me of the wages
paid by the company. I consented to
try out trip. Thence Iwent to the board
ing house and wrote to Moyer and
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Gernard.3 Evening I took a wash in Big
Blue [River].
Thursday, July 1, 1858: Settled with Mr.
Loose.4 Went to Independence and
was informed that I could start to Santa
Fe tomorrow. Went to Col. Hall'sS farm
and took dinner. Wrote to John, Father
and to Lizzie. 6 Signs of the times any
thing but encouraging.
Friday, July 2, 1858: Still at Hall's farm,
doing little or nothing. The old hands
complaining strongly. Mrs. Hall is mighty
tight, lazy, irritable, and I think ignorant.
A miserable family.
Saturday, July 3, 1858: Commenced
early to hitch up, 'twas a long job, got
on very well, left Independence abaut
one o'clock, boss quite irritable and not
disposed to help [several illegible
words] Sundry stalls and unloadings.
Went to Baptist mission.'
Sunday, July 4, 1858: Early start and
breakfast at Cedar Creek at 10
0' clock, supper at four, went to Hickory
Point8 and camped overnight. Passed
through Gardner, Olathe and Palmyra.
Monday, July 5, 1858: Started from
Hickory Point and traveled to Dragoon
Creek.9 Times getting somewhat bet
ter. Passed through New Philadelphia,
Benton, Wilmot, Burlingame. Verales[?)
and many others not to be found.
Tuesday, July 6, 1858: From Dragoon to
[Council] Grove10 per many embryo
cities. Still getting better acquainted
with the express and consequently bet
ter progress. Passed quite a number of
trains on the road. Met Wade, a fellow
voyager in the Emigrant.
Wednesday, July 7, 1858: Spent in
Council Grove preparing for the plains.
Things still continue to improve. Two
stores and two or three smith shops in
this place. I wrote home. Acquain
tance with our landlady easily made.
Thursday, July 8, 1858: Morning all bus
tle in starting. Got off late and returned
to get a shoe put on a mule. Took din
ner at Diamond Spring drove thence to
Lost Spring, distance travelled 28 miles.
Good roads, good weather and good
companions.
Friday, July 9, 1858: Rose at sunrise and
drove 15 miles to Cottonwood [Creek]
for breakfast. Tolerable windy, not too
much so - thence about 8 am. and fed
again. Company T. Smith of Virginia.
Passengers J Kelly conductor and J W
McMillan & Jesse Nolan hands.
Saturday, July 10, 1858: Started early,
overtook Maj. Miller in camp, drove to
Little Arkansas [River] where we passed
[William) Bent's train with presents for
the Indians. Several Kaws [Kansa Indi
ans] came to us and tried to stampede
our mules. Heavy rain the most of the
afternoon. Camped on open prairie.
Sunday, July 11, 1858: Traveled a few
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miles and were stopped at Cow Creek
by high water, remained in camp all
day, saw a great many buffalo. Wrote
home, read some, but other work
keeps me almost constantly em
ployed. Bathed twice.
Monday, July 12, 1858: Cow Creek still
too high till about seven. Buffalo came
near our Camp - we gave chase but
got none. Crossed at [noon?) and
drove to Bi~ Bend 11 for dinner, thence
to Allison'sl and camped for the night.
Heavy storm. Met mail at Allison's.
Tuesday, July 13, 1858: Crossing Walnut
Creek at Allison's in which started we
traveled 12 miles for breakfast. A com
pany of Kiowas came to camp at 2nd
halt; gave them some crackers and
sugar. 3d halt Comanches came to
camp and took supper with us - 11 in
number.
Wednesday, July 14, 1858: Passed a
train in the morning. Carolled [cor
ralled) with some travelers from Califor
nia and Arizona. Passed a large village
of Comanches and Kiowas. Camped
for the night on the Arkansas [River).
Thursday, July 15, 1858: Breakfasted on
the Arkansas River - passed a train of
mules and oxen. Crossed the Arkan
sas13 at about 2 p.m. sand deep. Saw
about three thousand Chiennes
[Cheyennes) on the north bank, trav
elled with some on the south bank.
Camped in sand hills during heavy
storm.
Friday, July, 16, 1858: On the Honally
[Jornada), 4 the storm of last evening
left an abundance of water along the
road. Passed several trains, met a mule
train going East. Iwrote home. A.M. rain
still rough. Tried to get some P.D.s [prai
rie dogs?], but failed.
Saturday, July 17, 1858: Crossed the
Honally and reached the Cimmaron at
noon. Nothing of note occurred. The
weather was cloudy and at night it
rained some. Wrote some home, saw a
pack train.
Sunday, July 18, 1858: Weather pleas
ant and clear. Saw no trains. Passed
the Mid-Cimmaron springs. 15 The [illegi
ble sentence). The boys came near
having a fight. In the evening we met
the mail going east. Col. Hociday
[Hockaday).16
Monday, July 19,1858: Left the Eastern
mail early. Travelled to the crossing of
the Cimarron]! and took dinner,
thence to Point of Rocks 18 for tea. The
weather pleasant. The most of this
day's travel was in Texas. 19 Saw two
pack trains.
Tuesday, July 20, 1858: Weather pleas
ant, made a good days drive. Met two
trains, Majors and Russels. 20 Took dinner
at Rabbit Ear [Creek). Saw no Indians.
Some dead cattle on the road, died of
murrain.21
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Wednesday, July 21, 1858:
Travelled about fifty miles, passed two
trains in the a.m. and one p.m. Saw
Whites, Kinnon and the White headed
dutchman. Camped about one mile
west of the Red [Canadian) River.
Weather clear and pleasant. Wrote
home. Saw a good many dead cattle.
Thursday, July 22, 1858: Went from Red
[Canadian) River to Fort Union. Met the
mail going East about sunrise. Bought
some meat from Mexicans. Encoun
tered a hail storm. Saw several fine
herds of antelope. Passed the first
ranch that we saw in Mexico. Good
times.
Friday, July 23, 1858: From Fort Union
travelled through five Mexican towns.
Met with a Mexican from Old Mexico in
company with a Negro who had been
raised in Virginia.
Saturday, July 24, 1858: Travelled
about forty-seven miles and reached
Santa Fe about 12 p.m. Passed through
several small towns. Today as yester
day our course led through the moun
tains22 from Big Kenyon[?], the roads
have been greatly improved under the
superintendence of Judge [Joab)
Houghton.
Sunday, July 25, 1858: Took a bath
early in the morning. About noon Iwent
to the circus, no performance on ac
count of the rain. The principal audi
ence were whores. Gambling carried
to a great extent on this day.
Monday, July 26, 1858: The mail started
East. I herded the mules in the moun
tains on the auroya honda [Arroyo
Hondo?). In the evening took a tramp
through the city, visited the capitol.
Saw herds of whores in every quarter.
Tuesday, July 27, 1858: The forepart of
the day spent in cooking. Read "The
Old and New Way" and several other
pieces. Passed about the town consid
erably. Visited the market which was
attended by Mexicans and Pueblos.
Great signs of misery.
Wednesday, July 28, 1858: Spent the
most of the day in the mountains. late
dinner and then a turn about town, vis
ited the market Which is attended by
the natives. Read some in 9th book of
Milton, wrote some and thought some
of hitching for an agency[?].
Thursday, July 29, 1858: The most of the
time devoted to reading Milton and
Harpers and in writing. Begin to feel the
ill effects of idleness and hearty eating.
Saw Smith this morning, had a sociable
chat. Good news upon his part.
Friday, july 30, 1858: Herded the mules
in the mountains. Wrote some for publi
cation. Read some in Book 10 of Milton.
Thought a good deal about home and
friends. Thought of writing to Ed
Wynkoop.23 Visited the Fonda.24 Times
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dull.
Saturday, July 31,1858: In the morning
read Milton and wrote some. Visited
the "Tampana"[?) was agreeably dis
appointed. In the evening went to Fan
dango. Saw M. N. Smith, makes himself
ridiculous. With difficulty Iresisted temp
tation.
Sunday, August 1, 1858: Not very well.
The day passed off slowly. Called on
Smith. The circus was open again to
day and they gave a parade. We are
all thinking about starting for the States.
Called on Ranch in eve. Monkey [Mon
key Wrenches Fandango?]
Monday, August 2, 1858: Left Santa Fe
with two passangers about 10 a.m. The
weather quite warm, passed Pecos.
Saw a company coming from Califor
nia. On leaving Santa Fe we were em
braced by our Old Mexicans.
Tuesday, August 3, 1858: Left camp
early, passed San Hosae [Jose] at San
Rose[?], took breakfast at Big Spring
[possibly Bernal Spring?], passed
Tuckaloat [Tecolote] about 11 a.m.
thence to Fort Union at 11 p.m.
Wednesday, August 4, 1858: The morn
ing employed in preparing for the long
route. Left the Fort about 10 a.m. Ran
to the Burgerwine [Burgwin] Valley for
dinner Went on about four miles and
broke a tongue out of the coach and I
and Nolan went back.
Thursday, August 5, 1858: The waggon
was fixed soon after daylight. Stopped
at Okota [Ocate Creek] for breakfast,
met mail, dinner at Arkansas[?). Old
John Mills dined with Butts [possibly Wil
liam Butze, an employee of Hall & Por
ter]. travelled late and camped at
Breaks of Red [Canadian] River.
Friday, August 6, 1858: From the Breaks
of the Red River to Whetstone Creek for
breakfast, thence to Rock Creek to din
ner. Took supper west of Rabitear [Rab
bit Ear Creek] with Frank Terea. Drove
to within about five miles of Cotton
wood Hole [probably Alamos Creek,
also known as Turkey Creek].
Saturday, August 7, 1858: From Cotton
wood Holes to Estes Spring[?] thence to
Cedar Creek for supper. Camped for
the ni~ht below the Bull Whackers De
light.2

Sunday, August 8, 1858: By an early
start reached the Upper Cimmaron
Crossing for breakfast, met the mail,
drove on and camped near the mid
dle Cimmaron Springs. Weather pleas
ant.
Monday, August 9, 1858: From Mid Cim
maron Springs we travelled to Mid
crossing for breakfast, from thence
over the 18 mile ridge thence to the
lower springs [also known, later, as
Wagonbed Spring] for supper. From
thence we went to Sand Creek [also
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known as North Fork Cimarron River] for
the night. Weather pleasant.
Tuesday, August 10, 1858: Travelled
from Sand Creek to the Arkansas River.
Met D. Kendal and Geo Daffin with Ma
jors & Russells train. Had a quarrel with
Dud [fellow employee?) who threat
ened of leaving me on the road but he
was far from carrying his threat into
execution.
Wednesday, August 11, 1858: From the
south side of the Arkansas to within
twelve miles of Big Coon Creek. Met
the mail at noon, an awful conductor
with good hands. Hibert in the com
pany. Their mules looked hard and they
would likely be bothered to make time.
Thursday, August 12, 1858: To Coon
Creek for Breakfast, from thence to
Pawnee Fork for dinner, 25 miles, thou
sands of buffalo along the way. At Ash
Creek met a train of 10,000 sheep and
another train camped within six miles of
Allison's.
Friday, August 13, 1858: To Allison's for
breakfast, thence to the Great Bend of
the Arkansas for dinner. Saw large
herds of buffalo in the morning, but
none in the afternoon. Supper at Big
Cow Creek, passed Little Cow, Two
Owl's and Charvis [Chavez Creek, later
corrupted to Jarvis Creek], then
camped.
Saturday, August 14, 1858: Left camp
below Charvis Creek and went to Little
Arkansas for breakfast. Met the west
ward mail about 11 a.m. Travelled to
Cottonwood and camped for the
night. Several passengers, poor hands
and fit out.
Sunday, August 15, 1858: From Cotton
wood to Mud Creek for breakfast.
Passed a large Mexican train. From
Mud Creek to Diamond Springs for din
ner. Met government train at Lost
Springs. Reached Council Grove at
sundown.
Monday, August 16, 1858: We were
compelled by orders from the com
pany to remain for the mail from Inde
pendence. Fife and Benny took mules
and went on. I spent the day in reading
and sleeping. Took a good bath night
and morning.
Tuesday, August 17, 1858: The weather
exceedingly pleasant, nothing of im
portance transpiring. Helped to cook
some, read some and slept more. Dud
and wood both spunky. Wood quarrels
with Wade in evening.
Wednesday, August 18, 1858: Still at
Council Grove taking it smoothy. Wrote
to John and wrote one to home. The
town thronge[d] with Kaws who ap
pear to be in a destitute condition,
They were gathering up the offal of a
buffalo.
Thursday, August 19, 1858: The mail
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from Independence reached here at
about 9 a.m. We started for the States
at 10 a.m. and travelled to Wilmot,
passing through Burlingame, Wilming
ton and other towns.
Friday, August 20, 1858: Starting after
sunrise we travelled to Haas' Spring for
breakfast. Stopped at Mr. Walters and
found them all well, thence through
New Philadelphia to Miller Springs and
other towns and camped east of
Olathe.
Saturday, August 21, 1858: Reached
Westport 11 am. and Independence 4
p.m. Found that my letters had all been
sent on the road. Received one letter
from Oscar McKelvy. Times hard and
business dull.
Sunday, August 22, 1858: Rained all
day or rather misted. Spent the day in
doors reading and sleeping. Went to
church in the evening. Heard a sermon
outstanding in some degree.
Monday, August 23, 1858: Weather
cool and pleasant, saw Wood uptown
and walked about some with him. In
dependence has a full share of loafers.
Bought some papers and commenced
answering my letters from Correspon
dents.
Tuesday, August 24, 1858: Received a
letter from John accompanied by one
from J. D. [?] both of which I answered
the same day. Iprocured a list of prices
of harness leather, etc. etc. for John.26

He is about starting a shop in Lecomp
ton, which is a poor place.
Wednesday, August 25, 1858: Came a
pack of papers including the "Lumi
nary" "Independence Press" and "Vi
dette". I also received the "Gamno
Episden Offering". These were left in
the post office and not forwarded.
Thursday, August 26, 1858: Spent the
forenoon principally in reading; in the
afternoon I visited some of my friends
up the road Mr Loots. They were all well
and feasted me upon ripe peaches
and apples and melons, reached
home late.
Friday, August 27, 1858: The circus
came to town and the callippe did its
best. The natives were as usual as
tounded by various wonders of nature.
The Nova Scotia giant towered high,
the bear looked fierce, and the alliga
tors shed tears like a cloud.
Saturday, August 28, 1858: Spent the
day in reading and walking about
town. Nothing of importance oc
curred. Mr Ruffner's daughter quite ill.
Saw several fine looking damsels.
Sunday, August 29, 1858: Started early
for Mr. Lucus. Had plenty of peaches
and apples and apple dumplings for
dinner. Alonso Blanchard not very well,
found him in bed in the forenoon.
Weather quite pleasant.
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Monday, August 30, 1858: Started out
with a view of getting a school. Met
Col. Hall who wanted me to go to the
Gov[Grove?] with the mail. I con
sented, had a rough time with a wild
mule. Reached the Baptist Mission.
McKinster conductor.
Tuesday, August 31, 1858: Rain in the
morning and most of the day. After two
miles driven stuck deep in the mud.
Hired another hand, Jones, per rain
and mud and reached Bull Creek 9
p.m.
Wednesday, September 1, 1858: After
a tedious through[?] we got underway
again, breakfasted at Baraclaus,
thence to Walters late in the evening.
Found Mrs. Walters quite sick. A fter tak
ing a late supper we laid down.
Thursday, September 2, 1858: Started
early and had a good time of it in the
mud but could not find the flag springs.
Day broke upon us at Benton. Met Den
ton's at Allen, we suppered here and
returned to Gilby's.
Friday, September 3, 1858: At sunrise
we left Gilby's with a new outfit, break
fasted at 110 [Mile Creek], Iwas thrown
from a little white mule. Suppered at
Willow Springs and stuck in the mud
overnight two miles below.
Saturday, September 4, 1858: We were
drawn from the slough at sunrise by a
yoke of steers, breakfasted at Black
Jack and McKinster lost my overcoat.
Bull Creek about four, suppered at Blue
Springs about 11. Me. [Kinster] in bad
humor.
Sunday, September 5, 1858: Daylight
came upon us at Westport. Reached
Independence at 8 o'clock a.m. Had a
fine shower while unhitching. Took
breakfast then went to town. Could not
get my clothes, returned to Hall's and
slept all day.
Monday, September 6, 1858: Arose tol
erably early and brought empty
[coach?] to town for Peter and helped
him hitch up and drove one team to
town for him. Changed clothes and
went with Peter up the road. He per
suaded me to go with him to the Gov
[Grove?].
Tuesday, September 7, 1858: We were
camped at the Baptist mission, started
at sunrise, reached Bull Creek for Sup
per, stopped in a heavy storm east of
Palmyra. Pat Means and the Judge in a
bad box. Sleeping accomodations
very slim.
Wednesday, September 8, 1858: Soon
after leaving Palmyra, we got lost in the
fog, got riled up and breakfasted east
of Willow Springs. Suppered at Walters,
passed the bad sloughs and camped
at Col. Hall's ranch east of Versalis.
Thursday, September 9, 1858: Left
camp at daybreak, drove on smoothly
and breakfasted at Dragoon Creek.
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Took some new stock and drove to 142
[Mile Creek] for supper. Met rider and
concluded to go through, reached the
Grove 10 o'clock am.
Friday, September 10, 1858: After a
short nap we arose and took a break
fast. Peter and Mr. and Mrs. Robbins in
a sweat. Mrs. Robbins a curiosity for Co
mans[?]. No chance but to take a mis
erable fit out of mules, pulled out at 2
p.m. and drove very slowly to Diamond
Springs.
Saturday, September 11. 1858: Started
at daybreak. breakfasted a few miles
east of Lost Spring. Drove to Cotton
wood Creek for supper. Here we over
took Mat Kelly's train toward Turkey
Creek. Judge and Peter greatly
alarmed by Indians and buffalo.
Sunday, September 12, 1858: Met Col.
Summers comand27 the morning at Big
Coon[?] Creek where we camped for
breakfast. We went from here to 6 rniles
east of Little Arkansas. Here we were
met by Pat Kakil from here to Cows
Creek.
Monday, September 13, 1858: We
breakfasted at Little Cow Creek and
nooned between Big Cow Creek and
the Bend, dinnered at the Bend and
drove toward Pawnee rock, stopped a
short time at Allison's. The Judge
thought the figures too high on whis
key.
Tuesday, September 14, 1858: Break
fasted in sight of Ash Creek. Buffalo
plenty, dogs also. Drove into Pawnee
Fork where we took on a supply of wa
ter. The Judge and Peter were a good
deal alarmed about Indians. dinnered
6 miles above the forks. Went to within
a few miles of Big Coon Creek.
Wednesday, September 15, 1858: Took
on water at Big Coon Creek, drove on,
breakfasted at an arroyo, dinnered at
Little Coon Creek, suppered at the Ar
kansas, where we met Milligan, drove
two miles above Ft. Atkinson.28

Thursday, September 16, 1858: Break
fasted 6 miles below the crossing, cross
ing the river about 11 a.m., dinnered at
the river at the Sand Hills, overtook one
of Majors & Russell's train beyond the
Sand Hills. Left a mule with them which
gave out.
Friday, September 17, 1858: Most of the
day was taken up in crossing the Jor
nada, reached the lower Simmeron at
11 p.m. Camped on the divide west of
the spring. Josh was unhorsed at Sand
Creek. I killed a wild goose. Saw a
good number of antelope.
Saturday, September 18. 1858: Rolled
out of camp as usual at daylight.
Breakfasted below 18 miles ridge and
suppered on it. Went to the middle
springs where the sheep train was en
camped. Peter greatly alarmed by
wolf hunters just below the springs.
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Sunday, September 19, 1858: Break
fasted west of the nine mile ridge. Met
Hibbert and Chinney at 11 a.m. Also a
cattle train going East. Gen. Garland29

was camped at the upper crossing. We
passed him at 10 o'clock p.m. Our
mules giving out. 3 miles above we
camped.
Monday, September 20, 1858: We
passed Cimmaron Holes and drove to
Cold Springs. here we were called
upon by 15 Kiowa warriors who greatly
alarmed Peter and the Judge when
they first made their appearance. Sup
pered at Cedar Creek, camped on the
divide east of McNices [McNees]
Creek.
Tuesday, September 21, 1858: Break
fasted at a slough four miles west of
McNices Creek, thence 6 miles west of
Cottonwood Holes for dinner. sup
pered at Rabbit Ear and drove about
two miles west of Round Mound. mules
gave out.
Wednesday, September 22, 1858:
Breakfasted at Rock Creek at sunrise,
sorrel mule bad with belly-ache, din
nered at Whit Stone [Whetstone],
turned out again at Point of Rocks
Creek, suppered four miles east of the
breaks, went west of Red River and
camped by a pond. Big day's drive.
Thursday, September 23, 1858: Left
camp before sunrise and breakfasted
at Ohata [Ocate Creek] where we
found Fuller and Prat in camp, took
back their baggage wagon, dinnered
8 miles of B[urgwin] S[pring] suppered.
Left Burgwin S after dark, reached the
fort [Union] at 12 p.m.
Friday, September 24, 1858: Peter left
the fort for Santa Fe early. My lot fell for
me to stay at fort. Brought in straggling
mules, mended breeches, wrote some
and slept a good deal. Scarcity of
books unparalleled. Went to bed early
and slept soundly.
Saturday, September 25, 1858: Arose
quite late, took breakfast, visited the
fort, had my hair cut, purchased some
paper and wrote a letter or two. This is
my [23'd] birthday but no way of cele
brating it except helping shoe wild
mules.
Sunday, September 26, 1858: Was to
some extant a day of rest, the first in
four weeks. Took a good wash in the af
ternoon. Had breakfast, supper and
dinner in [illegible word] order. Wrote
some and conversed with an old gen
tleman who is travelling with the gov
ernment trains.
Monday, September 27, 1858: Mr.
Buckner shows his commission and de
mands my services at repairing corral.
Mr Moore invincible.
Tuesday, September 28, 1858: Mr.
Moore and I visited the Fort and made
purchases of Pants, overcoat, blouse,
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etc. etc. Returned to corral and found
Mr. Buckner in a great sweat. The mail
arrived at 12 p.m.
Wednesday, September 29, 1858: Josh
the youngster all on hand. A fter Mr.
Denton's departure, Josh and I go to
the Fort. After our return a long argu
ment ensued as to the constitutionality
of the ten dollar system.
Thursday, September 30, 1858: Iherded
a part of the time. Josh still continues
the practice of debate of Mr. Buckner.
Bill of fare very slim indeed.
Friday, October 1, 1858: The mail ar
rived at 3 o'clock p.m. Pat in charge.
He packed it from the Cimmaron. I left
with him for Santa Fe, reached Las Ve
gas before night, suppered at the pass
and camp[?] above the Bomale [Ber
nal] Springs for night camp.
Saturday, October 2, 1858: Left camp
soon after daylight and went to the Pa
hachita [Pajarito?] Springs for breakfast
from thence to La Porta Celon [?] for
supper over dreadful roads through in
tense darkness. We reached Santa Fe
at 12 p.m.
Sunday, October 3, 1858: Arose early
for breakfast and after putting a rib
band on my hat, point on mustache
and shampooing at the expense of
one dollar 21 cts Iwent to the La Fonda
and saw Col Means and the rest.
Monday, October 4, 1858: Great bustle
at the ranch. Peter preparing to start
for the States. Judge Boone left for A ~

buquerque. Coles, Lans, Boone and
Means remain. A fter great exertion Pe
ter departed[?] at 11 a.m. I get thrown
from a little mule and was hurt.
Tuesday, October 5, 1858: Spent most
of the day on the ranch. Barny and
Sam came in in the after-noon. All was
well and after supper we moved in a
solid column for the La Fonda, from
thence to Monkey Wrenches Fan
dango.
Wednesday, October 6, 1858: Barny
went out in the carryall alone. Sam and
I and Pat sold the celebrated mule Lo
hassom and that night went to
Monkey's Fandango. Sam again on a
high horse.
Thursday, October 7, 1858: Iwent to the
Auroya Honda with the herd, lost one
mule and had a hard day's operation.
Sam and Pat spent the day and night
at Delirious FitsGerrould and I in a bad
bad box.
Friday, October 8, 1858: Sam and Bar
ney went out with the herd. I spent
most of the day in the corral and at
Smith's room. Read an address to the
Santa Fe Literary Club. the boys re
tumed quite early.
Saturday, October 9, 1858: Sam and I
take out the herd. Met some Mexicans
coming to the settlement with their
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herd and advised us to come back.
Sunday, October 10, 1858: The Califor
nia outfit in town, the Colon hand also.
Pat in a great stew. Peter and the Col
on a straightening trip. All hands want
money, but the dimes come slow.
Monday, October 11, 1858: All bustle in
the shanty in preparation for a start to
the states. Evident signs of change in
Pat. Scott is appointed conductor.
Called me to his room and gave me
conductors paper. Started for the
states 11 a.m.
Tuesday, October 12, 1858: Stopped
for breakfast at San Miguel. dinner at
Tuckalota [Teealate] and camped for
the night at the Shappas [Sapello?].
The day was pleasnt and evening quite
cool.
Wednesday, October 13, 1858: Reach
ed Ft. Union at 8 a.m. took breakfast
and rigged up for start. Stock hard, pro
visions scarce and no money. Started
at 1 p.m. Suppered at Burquinn [Burg
win] Valley, camped near Milligan.
Apache spring.
Thursday, October 14, 1858: Did not get
hands from Milligan's train as I ex
pected. Pat and Sam still go on. Break
fast at Ohata [Ocate Creek], dinnered
at Red River, suppered at Mud Creek
and camped for night in the Breaks.
One big mule Charlie lame.
Friday, October 15. 1858: Started early
and went to Willow Creek for breakfast.
Here Chinworth came to us in great
sweat. Pat and Sam took his mail on
with one of my teams and Istarted with
single coach.
Saturday, October 16, 1858: From
Round Mound six miles below Rabbit
Ear for breakfast. A t Rabbit Ear take on
another hand. Dinner at slough above
MeNices [McNees] Creek, suppered at
Cedar Creek, camped four miles be
low. Wind very high all day.
Sunday, October 17, 1858: Rolled out of
camp about daylight. breakfasted at
Cold Springs, dinnered at Holes in the
Rock, suppered at the Upper Crossing.
Met Joe Little at the middle crossing
with the mail.
Monday, October 18. 1858: Break
fasted above the 8 mile ridge, din
nered at Mid Spring, suppered at the
head of 18 mile ridge, camped in [il
legible word] ravine for the night. The
day was quite pleasant, the night cool.
Tuesday. October 19, 1858: Break
fasted at foot of 18 mile ridge, dinnered
at Lower Cimmaron Spring, visited by
Lahassen, suppered at Sand Creek
camped near the bone yard.30 Lop Ear
quite lame. an application of mustang
Iinament does her good.
Wednesday. October 20. 1858: Break
fasted near the battle ground,31 sup
pered at the sand hills. Ran into an

Wagon Tracks

Apache company on the Arkansas at 9
p.m. gave them some sugar and took
a chat after which we rolled on and
camped within two miles of them.
Thursday, October 21.1858: We saw a
similar company of Indians at the cross
ing, saw several companies for Pikes
Peak. Met Denton below the crossing
and Raiker at the head of the dry route
in the Arkansas. We camped at Little
Coon Creek.
Friday, October 22. 1858: Left camp
early and breakfasted at buffalo wal
low west of Big Coon, suppered near
Jones Point. The weather indicitive of
coming storm. Camped for night be
tween Pawnee Fork and Ash Creek.
Saw quite a number of geese during
the day.
Saturday, October 23, 1858: Break
fasted below Pawnee Rock, dinnered
at Allison's, suppered at the Big Bend,
camped near Plumb Butte. Saw one
Chienne [Cheyenne) at Allison's, oth
ers at the bend and a couple of Arape
hoes at night before we camped. The
storm commenced with all its fury to
day.
Sunday. October 24. 1858: Left camp
quite early, boys alarmed by buffalo.
Passed one of Russel's trains. storming
severely. Breakfasted at Big Cow, din
nered east of Chavis Creek, camped
early west of Little Arkansas. The storm
heavy all day and the roads heavy.
Monday, October 25. 1858: With an
early start we crossed the Little Arkan
sas long before daylight. Met Pratt and
Chavis three miles below - halted on
the prairie above running turkey again
below big turkey. No cooking done to
day. drove on til stopped by darkness.
Tuesday, October 26. 1858: Having
travelled nearly all the night previous
we reached Cottonwood at daylight.
Here we found Gen McKees surveying
party, breakfasted with them. Met Lee
near Lost Spring, camped near and
then drove into Diamond Spring.
Wednesday, October 27,1858: Rained
all night and all day. Left Diamond
Spring in a heavy rainstorm 8 a.m. and
reached the Grove at 3 p.m. Four feet
of water in the street and the Neosho
River rapidly rising. The protection af
forded by rig highly beneficial.
Thursday, October 28, 1858: The
Neosho out of its banks and conse
quently impassable. The weather still
cloudy and threatening a continu
ance of inclemencies. Spent the day
very agreeably with Mrs. Robbins and
partake of some good apples. etc.
Friday, October 29. 1858: The river yet
too deep to ford. The mail arrived on
the east side at 9 a.m. tossed both
mails in canoe and with [illegible word]
I started for Independence. Reached
Putts 10 p.m. stayed till after 12 M. the
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roads in wonderful condition.
Saturday, October 30, 1858: At or near
daylight we were at Gilbys breakfasted
here and took a new team. Fed at 110
[Mile Creek] and dinnered at Walters.
Took supper at Mr. Barraclas and
rested until after 12.
Sunday, October 31, 1858: Found our
selves at Bull Creek at daybreak,
breakfasted at the station, took a fresh
team and rolled into Alexanders for
dinner, left there at 3 p.m. and through
[illegible word] and a heavy rain
reached Independence.
Monday, November 1, 1858: The mail
started in a heavy rain, McKinsry con
ductor. I took lodgings with Mrs. Ruff
ner, received letters from home from
Lissie, Meyer, Gernard, Sadler,32 Mc
Kelvy,33 Swisher and from others.
Tuesday, November 2, 1858: The effect
of one good nights rest quite observ
able. The most of the day I devoted to
reading and writing letters. Wrote to Lis
sie, McKelvey's letter quite a puzzle. No
money for us.
Wednesday, November 3, 1858: Still
feel better as I recover from the fa
tigues of the trip. Wrote Jerry [Gernard]
and to some others. Oscar's letter still
on hand. Judge Porter no returned, but
still no money in the bank for others.
Thursday, November 4, 1858: Leisure
becomes unsatisfactory and time
wears slowly away. Wrote some, read
more, and walked the streets consid
erably. Yesterday was at Kansas City,
noticed vast improvements since the
spring of •57.
Friday, November 5, 1858: The weather
has been exceedingly bad all week,
rain falling constantly rendering the
roads impassable. Business very dull
and no prospects of a change. New
home very agreeable, Maggie by my
side.
Saturday, November 6, 1858: The Lumi
nary article under consideration, ready
for transcription. Mr Pratt often the sub
ject of remark during the whole week.
Judge Porter returned but in a poverty
stricken condition. Says Hall has all the
money. Hibbert in a bad box.
Sunday, November 7, 1858: No duds
seemed suitable for Sunday apparel, I
concluded to stay within doors. De
voted the entire day to reading and in
writing to Mother. The evening was
spent with myoid comrade Hibbert in
the office. The mail not yet in.
Monday, November 8, 1858: Great
anxiety manifested at the office on ac
count of the mail's failing to get in on
time. A diversity of opinions expressed
as to the cause of the failure. It came
at one and two p.m., travelled all night,
the roads miserable.
Tuesday, November 9,1858: At 3 a.m.
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arrived at Alexanders, rested till after
sunrise, breakfasted and drove on to
Bull Creek, took dinner and hooked on
a new team, drove to Barracles which
we reached at 9 p.m. suppered and
rested.
Wednesday, November 10, 1858: Left
Barracles at one a.m. was lost near Wil
low Spring till nearly daylight. Went to
Walters for breakfast and supper at
McGee's [at 110 Mile Creek]. Snow
commenced falling upon us above
110 and continued to fall all night.
Stopped at Dragoon.
Thursday, November 11, 1858: Left Gil
by's at sunrise and dinnered with Put
nam, from thence we drove to Bakers
where we met Peter, Matt, etc. None
of them willing to go back but to go on
to the Grove. Found Mrs. Robbins in
good health and Pat in good spirits.
Friday, November 12, 1858: The
weather cold and stormy. Pat is to take
the mail but has no hands, wanted me
to go with him, hired two yahoos and
got started about 2 p.m. Mrs. Robbins
and I take charge of the kitchen.
Saturday, November 13, 1858: Early in
the morning Robbins started for the
Col, did not get him down till 9 p.m. The
old fellow in good humor. The kitchen's
well conducted and the table today
was graced with boiled turnips.
Sunday, November 14, 1858: The air
was raw and cold and toward night
the snow began to fall. We had a fine
dinner. Harwood came down and at
night Peter the Great was performed.
Monday, November 15, 1858: On mo
tion of several we tried mule breaking,
suceeding partially in breaking a pair
of white mice [?] and entirely
suceeded in Hibbard. The night was
spent in feasting and singing.
Tuesday, November 16, 1858: The rats
again on the track. The boys chopped
wood and I walked. Col. Hall still im
proving in health. He gave us another
feast. Sang "The Prairie Bird" and other
favorite songs and we again took Peter
the Great.
Wednesday, November 17, 1858: On
the lookout for Dentons. Mail does not
get in till night, brings two passengers
McKetchum and Smith, the latter driver
back on his way to Califomia by the
Mojaves and Celerotoes[?] and C1unn
mahs[?].
Thursday, November 18, 1858: A sharp
lookout for the lower mail, does not ar
rive till after dark and brings four pas
sengers. Weare ready to start as they
came in, halted and assisted in getting
supper after which we hitched up an
other team and started at 10 p.m.
Friday, November 19, 1858: Arrived at
Putnams before daybreak, break
fasted at sunrise, drove to Gilby's for
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dinner. Commenced snowing on us
here and snowed till after 12 M. Sup
pered at 110 Creek and drove on to
Walters where we took midnight din
ner.
Saturday, November 20, 1858: Morning
found us at Marion. Took breakfast and
dinners together at Barracles, took on a
lady passenger at Hickory Point which
get a wild mice[?] which acts wonder
fully.
Sunday, November 21, 1858: Morning
dawned upon us while resting at Alex
anders, breakfasted about sunrise and
rolled out soon after. Reached West
Port about 10 a.m. Left our passengers
and reached Independence at 4p.m.
Monday, November 22, 1858: The
weather still bad. Mat Kelly started with
the mail, snow falling rapidly. The boys
all at the office for the purpose of set
tling up with the company but no signs
of getting any money. The old fellows
discuss matters in general.
Tuesday, November 23, 1858: Went to
the office early and poor prospects for
getting money. The accounts finally
made out and mine, with several oth
ers, were paid off. I then took boarding
again with Mrs. Ruffner.
Wednesday, November 24, 1858: On
applying to hire a [horse?] Ifound them
scarce. Saw Mr. Konn. Went to West
Port, saw Mr. McKetchum and got Col.
Hall's coat, went to Kansas City, pur
chased some goods and lost gum
shoes and gaters.
Thursday, November 25, 1858: This was
Thanksgiving Day. Delivered the Col's
coat and bought a pair of boots. Noth
ing of importance occurred during the
day. Saw the Sages who were going to
West Port. No chance for getting a
school.
Friday, November 26, 1858: The [day?]
passed off rather agreeably by read
ing, walking about town and talking to
the ladies. I noticed that by a straight
forward way of proceeding, a man
can gain friends.
Saturday, November 27, 1858: I started
south with a view of taking a school if
one suitable could be found, but the
rain setting in, I returned to town. Mrs.
Ruffner informs me that she has a
young lady picked out for me to marry.
Sunday, November 28, 1858: Went to
church in the morning and heard a
part of a sermon from Mr. Simington.
Pratt came in with the mail, went down
to see him, found him in bed, returning
called upon Mrs. Adkins. Saw her
young daughter.
Monday, November 29,1858: With car
pet sack in hand Isou~ht the north side
of the Missouri River.3 Within two miles
of Liberty I heard of a vacant school.
Heard also that it was about to be en-
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gaged. Stayed all night in the rig.
Tuesday, November 30, 1858: I made
my 1st entry into Liberty about 10 a.m.
Stopped at the "Arthur House" and
took dinner. Found out the where
abouts of Mr. George Hughes and
heard of Hickory Grove. Started west
ward, stopped at Mr. Hughes.
(This concludes the diary. The letters will Off
pear in the next issue.)

NOTES
1. H. C. Moyer, "Colonel Charles W. Fribley,"

The Now and Then, /I (Mar.-April 1890):
157.

2. Judge James Porter of Independence,
MO, was Jacob Hall's partner in the con
tract to provide weekly mail service be
tween Independence and Santa Fe,
beginning July 1, 1858.

3. Henry C. Moyer was a close friend and
fellow school teacher from Williamsport,
PA. J. M. M. (Jerry) Gernard, 1836-1910,
was a contemporary of Charlie from
Muncy. His name appears often in the
diaries. When Fribley returned to Pennsy
vania in 1859, he and Gernard contin
ued their friendship.

4. Probably a boarding house debt.
5. Jacob Hall was a Santa Fe trader, li

censed Indian trader, government
freighter, and a man contractor for the
Santa Fe route. He and partners David
Waldo and William McCoy, with the fim
name of Waldo, Hall & Co., received the
frst government contract to provide
monthly mail service between Inde
pendence and Santa Fe in 1850, and
that service began July 1 of that year
and operated until the contract expired
in 1854. In 1854 Hall and a new partner,
John M. Hockaday, won the four-year
contract for the Santa Fe road. In 1857
they accepted a revised contract
'Nhlch estabfished semimonthly service.
Hall and Porter won the contract in 1858
'Nhich required weekly departures from
each end of the Trail. For a history of mail
service on the Santa Fe Trail. see Morris F.
Taylor, First Mail West: Stagecoach Unes
on the Santa Fe Trail (Albuquerque: Uni
versity of New Mexico Press, 1971). Hall's
farm was on the edge of Independ
ence. W. W. H. Davis provided a de
tafted description of his trip as a passen
ger on the Hall and Porter "mail-wagon"
from Independence to Santa Fe in No
vember 1857, including a stop at Hall's
farm: EI Gringo: New Mexico and Her
People (1857; reprint, Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1982), 13-56.

6. Charles's brother John (1836-1910) was
then Dving at Lecompton, Kansas Terri
tory. His father, also named John, re
sided on the family farm near Muncy. Liz
zie (also Lissie) was his sister.

7. Shawnee Baptist Mission, established in
1831, was located in present Johnson
County, Kansas. The mission closed in
1855, but the site was used as an over
night stop for the mail coaches in 1858.

8. Hickory Point in present Douglas County,
KS, was a campsite on the Trail. Located
on the Narrows (narrow divide between
the drainage to the Kansas River to the
north and the Marais de Cygne River to
the south) about midway between
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Palmyra and Wnlow Springs, Hickory
Point offered a well. blacksmith shop,
and general store. A post offICe was es
tabfished there in May 1857, named
McKinney (the frst postmaster was Wil
liam McKinney).
One of the frst incidents of violence in

Kansas Territory occurred here between
a freestate settler, Charles Dow, and a
proslavery settler, Frankfin Coleman.
They were neigbors, and ther dispute
was over a land claim rather than the is
sue of slavery. On Nov. 21, 1855, Cole
man killed Dow, 'Nhose body loy on the
Trail until claimed and buried by his
friend, Jacob Branson. This murder was
the beginning of a violent era known as
"Bleeding Kansas."

9. Dragoon Creek is about three miles west
of present BUrfingame.

10. Council Grove, the popular rendezvous
point and common site of caravan or
ganization and preparation for crossing
the plains, was located at the crossing of
the Neosho River in present Morris
County, KS.

11. Big Bend was 'Nhere the Trail connected
with the Arkansas River, at present Ellin
wood, KS.

12. Wilflam Allison had worked for the mail
company on the Santa Fe Trail, as had
his partner Francis Boothe. They estab
fished a trading ranch at the crossing of
Walnut Creek, east of present Great
Bend, KS, in 1855. Boothe was murdered
in 1857. Thus, in 1858, it was commonly
called Allison's Ranche or, as fribley
wrote, Alfison's.

13. The mail coaches followed the Cimarron
Route, crossed the Arkansas at one of
several possible crossings (often in the vi
cinity of present Cimarron or Ingalls, KS)
and headed for the Cimarron River.

14. The road between the Arkansas and Ci
marron rivers, approximately 60 miles of
'Nhat Trail travelers called a "desert" or
"waterscrape" because of the defi
ciency of surface water in most years
(although not in 1858). was commonly
known by the Spanish term "Jornada"
(journey) or sometimes Jornada del
Muerto (journey of death). Many Anglo
travelers misunderstood this term and
wrote it as "Horn Alley" or, as Fribley
called it, "Honally."

15. Middle Spring of the Cimarron, north of
present Elkhart, KS, in the Cimarron Na
tional Grassland, near a formation
called Point of Rocks overlooking the Ci
marron River. There were several rock
outcroppings along the Tran referred to
as Point of Rocks.

16. John M. Hockaday, as noted above,
hod been Jacob Hall's partner in the
mailcontract. 1854-1858, and he was still
on the Trail even though the new con
tract with Hall and Porter began in July
1858.

17. The typical crossing of the Cimarron River
was at a place called Willow Bar in pres 
ent Cimarron County, OK.

18. Although Fribley called this "Point of
Rocks," he likely was referring to the
rocky hill beside Upper Cimarron Spring
or Flag Spring in present Cimarron
County, OK.

19. AIthough Texas had claimed the area, it
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was not a part of any state or territory at
the time (known later as "No Man's
Land"). It is now part of the Oklahoma
panhandle.

20. The frm of Russell, Majors and Waddell
held government freighting contracts
over several trails, including the Santa Fe
Trail. at the time.

21. Murrain is an infectious disease of callie,
carried by parasites.

22. The party traversed Glorieta Pass 'Nhere
Charles's brother John later fought the
Rebels in 1862 as a member of the Frst
Colorado Volunteer Cavalry.

23. Edward Wanshear Wynkoop, 1836-189 L
had also emigrated from Pennsylvania
to Kansas in 1858 and, apparently, was a
friend of the Fribley brothers, Charles
and John. Wynkoop also went to the
gold fields, served as sheriff in a county in
'Nhat became Colorado Territory,
served as a fieutenant in the First Colo
rado Volunteer Cavalry (in 'Nhich John
Fribley also served), served as major in
the Second Colorado Volunteer Cav
alry, and commanded Fort Lyon prior to
the Sand Creek Massacre. He helped
situate the Cheyennes and Arapahoes
at Sand Creek 'Nhere they were at
tacked by Colonel John M. Chivington
on November 29, 1864, a few days after
Wynkoop was refieved of command at
the post. He was involved in the investi
gation of Chivington. Wynkoop com
manded the escort for the commission
ers 'Nho negotiated the treaties of the
Little Arkansas at present Wichita, KS, in
1865. The following year he resigned his
commission and was appointed agent
for the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, with
his agency at Fort Larned. He opposed
General W. S. Hancock's destruction of
the Cheyenne and Sioux viUage on
Pawnee Fork in April 1867, and he re
signed in protest over the Battle of the
Washita in November 1868. He later
served as adjutant general of New Mex
ico Territory and as warden of the territo
rial peniteniary.

24. La Fonda hotel on the plaza in Santa Fe.
25. This astonishing term, "Bull Whackers De

light," appears in no other known
source. Given the approximate location
of the camp, the name apparently re
fers to one of several places more com
monly known as the "bone yard" 'Nhere
a number of draft animals had perished
in a bflZZard. One of these sites, the result
of a bflZZard 'Nhich caught Albert Spey
er's wagon train in 1844 not far from Wil
low Bar (crossing of the Cimarron River),
resulting in the loss of nearly all the mules,
was located in the vicinity of 'Nhere Fri
bley's party camped for the night. Sev
eral travelers noted that teamsters 'Nho
camped 'Nhere these bones were
abundant frequently amused them
selves by rearranging the bones in a vari
ety of designs on the prairie. Possibly this
amusement was the source of the term,
"Bull Whackers Defight."

26. His brother John was a harness maker,
hence the interest in prices.

27. Colonel Edwin Vose Sumner, 1797-1863,
spent most of his adult life in the army.
He served on the frontier before and af
ter the Mexican War. during 'Nhlch he
led troops over the Santa Fe Trail. He se-
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SFTA member Mark L. Gardner,
musician and historian, performed
at the National Frontier Trails Cen
ter, Independence, MO, recently. His
program included authentic music
from the 1840s played completely on

The Santa Fe Trail Museum,
Springer, NM, received a grant of
$24,000 from the Scenic Byway Pro
gram to produce a new educational
video about the SFT Scenic Byway in
New Mexico. The project will be
headed SFTA member Mike Taylor
and produced by the New Mexico
Educational Institute. For addition
al information call Taylor at (505)
483-0477.

Palace of the Governors Museum,
Santa Fe, for the past fifteen years,
announced plans to leave the
position early next year. Dr. Tom
gave outstanding presentations at
the last two symposiums. It will be
difficult to replace him.

• • • •
The Santa Fe Trail Museum,

Springer, NM, formally opened for
the season on Memorial Day. Aerial
photos by Paul Logston, on loan from
the Corazon de los Caminos Chapter
and the NPS Santa Fe Trail exhibit
are featured. The museum is open
Monday through Saturday from 9
am to 4 pm. Admission fees are $2.00
for adults, $1.50 for seniors, $1.00 for
juniors, and children 12 years and
under are free.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

reproduction instruments.
• • • •

The PBS documentary, "The U.S.
Mexican War, 1846-1848," is sched
uled to air nationally on September
13 and 14, 1998. It is composed of
four one-hour segments (two seg
ments will air each night). Check
your local listing for the time.

• • • •
David Dary is reportedly writing a

history of the Santa Fe Trail for
Knopf. One hopes he has done some
serious research since his specious,
inaccurate presentation at the SFT
Rendezvous a few years ago.

At the annual Fort Larned volun
teer recognition dinner, SFTA Board
Member Dave Webb received a Na
tional Park Service award for his
work as editor of OUTPOST, news
letter of the Fort Larned Old Guard.
National Park Service Director Rob
ert Stanton presented the award. A
number of other SFTA members re
ceived volunteer awards, too.

The No Man's Land Historical So
ciety, the support group for the No
Man's Land Museum, has published
Recollections of No Man's Land {rom
the Memoirs of Fred Carter Tracy, a
founding member of the society. To
purchase the book or become a mem
ber of the society contact No Man's
Land Historical Society, PO Box 278,
Goodwell OK 73939.

Shirley Stein, Wet/Dry Routes
Chapter member, has been selected
as one of the 1998 Kansas Master
Teachers by Emporia State Univer
sity. The recipient of numerous hon
ors and awards, Ms. Stein resides in
Ulysses, KS, and teaches fifth grade
at Sullivan Elementary School. Con
gratulations Shirley!

Recently a 120-foot-Iong Santa Fe
and Oregon trails swale on property
owned by the Blue Ridge Bible
Church was bulldozed to level the
area for another soccer field for the
Blue Ridge Christian School, 8524
Blue Ridge, Kansas City. School offi
cials denied they had earlier prom
ised not to destroy the ruts, and they
did so without obtaining a proper
permit from the city.

• • • •
Seaboard Corp., based in

Shawnee Mission, KS, which has ex
panded pork production into south-

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Congratulations to the Olathe
Gardeners of America for winning
the Gardeners of America Presi
dent's Environment and Conserva
tion Award for preservation and
demonstration of historical garden
ing at the Mahaffie Historic Site on
the Santa Fe Trail. The Mahaffie
farmstead garden contains vegeta
ble, flower, and berry patches with
plants authentic to 1860s Kansas.

• • • •
The Western Historic Trails Cen

ter in Council Bluffs, Iowa, opened in
October 1997. It is designed as "an
educational reminder of those who
pioneered the west and how the
westward trails they traversed re
late to travel today." The center is
operated by the State Historical So
ciety of Iowa and is located at 3434 S
34th St., just offT-80. Hours are 9 am
to 5 pm daily. Free admission. For in
formation call (712) 366-4900.

HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL T1DBITS-

leeted the sites for Fort Atkinson, KS, and Fort
Union, NM. He led troops against the
Cheyennes in 1857 and engaged them
on the South Solomon River in western
Kansas Territory, where he ordered a sa
ber charge. In 1858 Sumner led troops
along the Santa Fe Trail at least as far as
the site of Fort Atkinson. Fribley met Sum
ner on his return to Fort leavenworth.

28. Fort Atkinson, 1851-1854, was located just
west of present Dodge City, KS.

29. General John Garland, 1792- 1861, was
appointed first lieutenant during the War
of 1812 and was awarded the rank of
brevet brigadier general for service dur
ing the Mexican War. From 1853-1858 he
commanded the Department of New
Mexico. He was returning from that as
signment when Fribley met him along
the Trail.

30. This bone yard near Sand Creek resulted
from a blinard that killed many draft ani
ma�s. There were two such losses in the
area. On October 12, 1844, most of the
mules of a wagon train belonging to Ed
ward Glasgowand Henry Connelly froze
to death during a blinard. Another
storm in October 1850 caught a wagon
train belonging to Brown, Russell & Co.,
and some 200-300 mules froze to death.
These bones were also reported to be
rearranged by teamsters, providing en
tertainment while they were camped
nearby.

31. The battle ground referred to the loca
tion of an engagement between New
Mexican troops and Texan raiders in
1843. It was mentioned by a number of
Trail travelers.

32. Probably John D. Sadler, who later
served in the Union army and was killed
in battle at South Mountain, MD, on Sep
tember 14, 1862. He may have been a
classmate of Charlie's at Dickinson Semi
nary.

33. Oscar McKelvy was mentioned in other
entries, but his connection with Charles is
unknown.

34. Charles began a 20-day wandering
through three Missouri counties (Platte,
Clay, and Ray) looking for a teaching
position. He eventually found one near
Richmond, MO, where he began his du
ties on Jan. 3, 1859. He expressed an in
terest in going "overland" again as late
as July 30, 1859, but nothing came of it.

SFTA President Margaret Sears
reluctantly has joined the computer
generation and is now crusing on the
information superhighway. Her e
mail address is <margsears@road
runner.com>. You can too teach a
bulldog new tricks!

• • • •
Thomas Chavez director of the
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The Kearny County Historical
Museum, Lakin, KS, has erected

west Kansas and northwest Okla
homa, with a processing plant in
Guymon, OK, hopes to become the
country's second largest pork proces
sor by building a second plant near
Great Bend, KS. Organized resis
tance is working to keep the plant
out of the area.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

mation look at their webpage:
<www.pardners.com>.

• • • •
The New Mexico DAR Madonna of

the Trail statue in Albuquerque was
taken down some time ago to allow
for construction. It now has a tempo
rary home at the jExplora! Science
Center and Children's Museum, 800
Rio Grande NW, and is being reno
vated by an art restoration special
ist.

Highways following the Santa Fe
Trail in Colorado and New Mexico
have been designated "National Sce
nic Byways." Federal funds are
available for scenic pullovers, signs,
and highway improvements. One
purpose is to promote tourism.

A new marker erected in Las Cru
ces, NM, honors Susan Shelby Ma
goffin, 1827-1855, who is credited
with naming the town. It includes a
portrait of Susan and the following
text: "The first woman to write of
traveling the Santa Fe Trail and EI
Camino Real, Passed near here Feb
ruary 11, 1847. She noted a 'rude
cross' marking the graves of earlier
travelers. This would eventually give
a new town the name LAS CRU
cEs."

The Philadelphia Gazette and Daily
Advertiser, June 14, 1827, p. 2, col. 3. His
obituary notes that Gardiner was a 10•••

skillful mechanic, and an enterprising

COUNCIL TROVE
-DOCUMENTS

SIDNEY GARDINER, MEXICAN
TRADER, 1827

What was Sidney Gardiner doing
in Vera Crus in 1827? Trading with
the Mexicans, it turned out. But not
via the Santa Fe Trail. SFTA Ambas
sador Jesse Scott, Garden City, KS,
found the following two paragraphs
in Man at Arms, XX (March/April
1998): 30, 35 (the second paragraph
is a footnote to the first)::

... Another rival importer/manufac
ture was the well known jewelry import
ing and manufacturing house of Flet
cher & Gardiner, located first in Boston
and later in Philadelphia. This firm was
responsible for many of the finest War
of 1812-period presentation swords.
Fletcher & Gardiner continued to ad
vertise swords among its line of jewelry
for sale until the death of Sidney
Gardiner at Vera Cruz on May II, 1827.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

SFTA member Linda Peters,
Lakin, KS, who serves on the Fort
Larned Old Guard board of directors,
wrote an article about the Indian Vil
lage on Pawnee Fork for the July
1998 Kearny County Courier pub
lished by the Kearny County Histori
cal Society.

• • • •
After many years of debate and

planning, a large statue of a Kaw In
dian will be placed atop the Kansas
state capitol building in Topeka as
soon as funds are raised and the
statue is ready. The state was named
for the Kaw (or Kansa) tribe, and
tribal members had a long associa
tion with the Santa Fe Trail, espe
cially at Council Grove. Tribal lead
ers have approved the design of the
statue.

new 8' x 4' signs on the four roads ap
proaching Lakin, which should catch
the passing motorists' eye. The mu
seum features Trail as well as county
history, under the capable direction
of SFTA Ambassador Pat Heath.

SFTA member Gregory Franzwa,
Tucson, AZ, now has a webpage on
the Internet for his Patrice Press:
<http://patricepress.com>. Check it
out. Franzwa, in his quarterly publi
cation folio, kindly plugged the Fort
Larned Old Guard and its project to
purchase the Indian village on Paw
nee Fork. Thanks Greg.

• • • •
David Sandoval included His

panic music produced by Smith
sonian Folkways in his presentation
at the WetlDry Routes seminar in
June. Those interested in obtaining
the CD "Music of New Mexico: His
panic Traditions" (#40409) should
contact Smithsonian Folkways Re
cordings, 955 L'Enfant Plaza SW
Suite 7300, MRC 953, Washington
DC 20560. Two other CDs of interest
are "Music of New Mexico: Native
American Traditions" (#40408) and
"Spanish and Mexican Folk Music of
New Mexico" (#04426). The cost of
each CD is listed as $14.00. Phone
oiders to (800) 410-9815.

• • • •
SFTA member Pat Northup wants

everyone to know that her business,
Pardners & Co., 972 Old Santa Fe
Trail, Santa Fe NM 87501 (800) 688
4212, still has the CD-ROM The
Santa Fe Trail available for $29.95
plus $2.95 shipping. For more infor-

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

On July 16, 1998, a quarter-sec
tion of unbroken Hodgeman County,
KS, land containing approximately
~-mile of visible segments of the Fort
HaysIFort Dodge Trail was sold at
public auction. We hope the new
owner will appreciate the historic
value of this property.

• • • •
In April and May, tourists from

England, Canada, Germany, and
many of the states signed the guest
book at Charlie's Ruts near Deer
field, KS. SFTA Ambassador Paul
Bentrup, who donated the ruts to the
Kearny County Historical Society,
keeps a supply of Trail information
available at the site.

A citizen group has formed in
Great Bend, KS, to oppose corporate
hog farming. POWER (protect Our
Water and Environmental Resourc
es) is concerned about the resigna
tion of a recently-elected anti-hog
farming Great Bend city commis
sioner because ofharassment by pro
pig citizens. For more information
contact POWER, PO Box 623, Great
Bend KS 67530.

A short article about Fort Union,
NM, with color photographs ap
peared in the JanJFeb 1998 issue of
A..A.A's New Mexico Journey. The
July 1998 issue ofNew Mexico Maga
zine carried a full-page ad for the
Santa Fe Trail, showing ox-drawn
wagons. The ad instructs readers to
request the Santa Fe Trail brochure
created by the New Mexico Depart
ment of Tourism last year and plugs
the SFTA.

Connie Wright, co-owner of the
Santa Fe Trail Depot and Inn, West
Santa Fe Trail Blvd, Lakin, KS, re
cently purchased an old green and
white Santa Fe Trail member sign at
an antique auction. It is now dis
played in the front window of the es
tablishment.

24 Wagon Tracks August 1998



merchant ... he was among the first to
engage in the Mexican trade, and had
three times visited the capital of Mex
ico; but whom on the eve of his em
barking for his native land, he fell victim
to the fatal disease of Vera Cruz...."
The Gazette of September 1, 1827, p. 3,
col. 1carries an advertisement of what
amounts to a dissolution sale by Tho
mas Fletcher including "... Gold and
Gilt Epaulettes, Silver and Plated
do,/Swords and Dirks for the Army and
Navy/Percussion Caps for fowling
pieces ..." Amid a general line of
"clocks, vases, rings and tea sets."

THE WIND WAGON

There are many references to Wil
liam Thomas and his wind wagon
project to carry freight on the Santa
Fe Trail. Marc Simmons sent the fol
lowing item from the Springfield,
MA, Tri- Weekly Post, December 19,
1846:

We learn, from the Independence
Expositor, that Mr. Thomas, who has
been at work on a wind-wagon, has
got the machine completed, and has
given it such a trial as to make its suc
cess certain. He ran up and down
across the plains, found that he could
overcome a steep with a gentle as
cent without difficulty, and that the
mole-hills, so numerous on the plains,
were no bar to his progress.

The construction of the wagon is
very simple. It is a frame made of plank,
well braced, and placed edgewise on
four axle trees-four wheels to each
side-these wheels to be twelve feet or
more in diameter and one foot broad
the forward axles, which can be turned
just as the forward axle of any wagon
with a tongue, by their movement turns
the course of the whole concern-two
tongues are joined together forward of
the wagon and by ropes coming to a
wheel similar to the pilot wheel of a
steamboat-the wagon is steered by a
pilot.

The sails are like the sails and rigging
of a ship, each wagon carries its own
supply of sail-underneath, a foot or so
from the'deck of each wagon, the cast
iron boxes, &c., will be suspended as
ballast.

Mr. Thomas expects to convey
freight and passengers, and will now
engage and bind himself to take
freight to Brent's [Bent's] Fort or to
Santa Fe, in a reasonable time, at $6
per hundred Ibs.

He is to have a depot at Brent's Fort,
and thence across the other side of the
Arkansas he will run another car within
60 miles of Santa Fe. A gentleman who
rode on the wagon says that, with only
one sail and a light breeze, it went at
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the rate of 8 miles an hour. Properly
rigged, its speed will be about 20 miles
an hour.

INDIAN VILLAGE ON PAWNEE FORK

Cheyenne Indian Agent E. W.
Wynkoop wrote the following letter
to Gen. W. S. Hancock, April 13,
1867:

For a long time I have made the In
dian character my chief study. Iregard
the late movement of the Cheyennes
of my Agency as caused by fear alone,
so far as Iam able to judge. They met us
at first with a determination to have a
peaceful talk, at such a distance from
their village as would make their
women and children satisfied that no
danger need be apprehended by
them. Your movement toward the vil
lage terrified the squaws and children,
who left with such movable property as
they could gather.

I learn that you propose destroying
the lodges and other property now re
maining in the village. I would most re
spectfully request you not to do so.

I am fully convinced that the result
would be an Indian outbreak of the
most serious nature, while at the same
time there is no evidence, in my judge
ment, that this band of Cheyennes are
deserving this severe punishment. I am
influenced alone in thus communicat
ing with you by what I consider a strict
sense of duty.

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS-

Cimarron Cutoff
President Helen C. Brown
PO Box 1400
Elkhart KS 67950
{316} 697-4597

Mary and Leo Gamble led a tour
on June 27 to SFT sites in Colorado.
Members met at the Longhorn Cafe
in Springfield for a short business
meeting preceding the tour. The fall
meeting will be Oct. 24 in Elkhart.

The following were recently ap
pointed to the chapter board of direc
tors: Oklahoma-Loyd Fansher and
David Lawson; Kansas-Gene Hig
gins and Edgar White; Colorado-Leo
Gamble and Jamie Kingsbury; and
New Mexico-Betty Sayre and Pam
Brown.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett
1227 S Bryan
Amarillo TX 79102
{806} 371-9309

The May 3 program by SFTA
President Margaret Sears was at-
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tended by 24 people. Sears discussed
the vision and purpose of the SFTA,
noting that "where there is no vision,
the people perish." The vision of the
chapter is to see the Fort Smith
Santa Fe Trail recognized as a vital
segment of the Santa Fe trade and
perhaps on the national trails list.
Vice-president Sam Arnold was un
able to attend the meeting, but sent a
video on "The Fort" restaurant which
was enjoyed by those present. The
meeting netted several new mem
bers and three volunteers for the
mapping committee.

The next meeting is October 3
with the Corazon Chapter in Tucum
cari. The presenters will be Len Sle
sick and Alvin Lynn. The meeting
with Clint Chambers at the South
west Collection at Texas Tech in
Lubbock will be scheduled sometime
next winter.

Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(316) 356-1854

The quarterly meeting was held
June 19 in Ulysses. The agenda in
cluded discussion on the three days
of field tours for the Grant County
Recreation "Kids Klub," chapter
booths at the Stevens and Grant
county fairs and parade, and an up
date on the erosion project at the
Wagonbed Spring site.

SFTA Vice-President Sam Arnold
presented a program on "food and
drink" on the Santa Fe Trail.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

The chapter hosted the first SFTA
Mapping and Marking Workshop on
May 30. Missouri River Outfitters
paid for the meeting room. Twenty
chapter representatives from Cot
tonwood Crossing, Missouri River
Outfitters, Quivira, and Heart of the
Flint Hills chapters learned map
ping techniques and discussed ideas
for marking the Trail.

Phil Petersen and Roger Slusher
conducted the training. The work
shop received high marks on the
evaluation sheets. The group spent
part of the afternoon examining
Trail ruts leading into Council Grove
from the east; some participants also
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examined Trail ruts to the west of
Council Grove.

A total of 75 people enjoyed the
chapters Trail Ride, June 6-13. They
began at the Maxwell Wildlife Ref
uge north of Canton. They entered
pastures west of Council Grove on
June 12 and followed Trail ruts into
town. On June 13 they participated
in the Wah-Shun-Gah Days parade.

Meetings continue to plan for the
1999 Symposium in Council Grove.
The next steering committee meet
ing will be September 14 at 8:00 a.m.
in the courthouse meeting room. Don
and Doris Cress are taking local peo
ple on bus trips on the Trail. This is
helping to get more people in town
involved in the symposium.

The next chapter meeting will be
October 8, 7:50 p.m., at the Burlin
game Saddle Club building.

End of the Trail
President George Donoho Bayless
PO Box 156
Chama NM 87520
(888) 368-4868

Louann Jordan, museum curator
and chapter member, treated the
chapter to a well researched inter
pretation of her exhibit, "Don Juan
in the Kingdom of New Mexico: A
Cuartocentenario Exhibit" at EI
Rancho de las Golondrinas, on July
11. Her lecture and the exhibit gave
us a wonderful feel for the first colo
nizers to enter New Mexico, Don
Juan Onate's search for minerals
that followed "our" Santa Fe Trail
into Kansas, and his quest to reach
the Pacific Ocean. There were many
deserters when they realized that
colonization was not in direct corre
lation with getting rich. Some perse
vered and their surnames abound at
the End of the Trail in New Mexico
today.

A briefbusiness meeting was held
after the tour. Margaret Sears re
ported that the markers at Trail
crossings at throughfares in Santa
Fe well become a reality by Septem
ber. The next project will be marking
crossings in Santa Fe County.

An alliance of interested individu
als and entities is being formed to as
sist those eligible to develop propos
als to preserve, promote, and build
appreciation of the Santa Fe Trail.
The group named itself the "New
Mexico Santa Fe Trail National Sce
nic Byways Alliance." This alliance
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includes SFTA chapters in New
Mexico, representatives of the Na
tional Park Service, community his
tory museums, chambers of com
merce, and private individuals with
historic sites in their jurisdiction.
The Alliance is designed to be advi
sory only in helping members in ob
taining grants from the federal gov
ernment through the state highway
and transportation department.

Our chapter is not prepared to
submit grant applications as the
deadline is August 3, 1998. However,
we will work on proposals for the
coming years. The federal grant allo
cation covers a six-year period.

Meredith Mayo has accepted the
position of La Alcaldesa Segunda
and is the chairman of the program
committee. Thanks to Nancy Nicker
son, former La Alcaldesa Segunda,
for her excellent work.

The next meeting is Sept. 19, fea
turing a visit to Dorsey Mansion,
Point of Rocks, and the Santa Fe
Trail Museum in Springer.

Corazon de los Caminos
President Steve Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Rt
Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683

The May meeting at the Daniels
Ranch in Wagon Mound was a glori
ous event, a good crowd, a great
meal; in a great place. The Daniels
family went all-out for us, setting up
a tent-shelter, tables and chairs.
They had a pit-barbecue dug with
camp-coffee available, and nearby a
large warming oven kept the meat,
potatoes, and onions warm. All this
was located where Trail ruts come
across the prairie. Lee Daniels gave
a short talk about his family's con
nection with the land.

His parents moved there in 1920,
coming by emigrant train, and
bought 160 acres, adding to it over
the years. Darwin Daniel, Harold
'and Lee's father, wrote a short book
on the homesteaders, If the West
Wind Could Speak. Their land is
crossed by the Cimarron Route.
From our location we could see
Spanish Peaks and Point of Rocks.

As a thank you for the free roast
buffalo, beans, baked onions, pota
toes, cole slaw, tortillas, and home
made ice cream, we voted to make
the Daniels family members of the
chapter.

Wagon Tracks

The votes are in. "All's Set!" for
Symposium 2001 in Las Vegas. Ste
phen Witmore will serve as coordi
nator. Planning has begun. The
theme for the symposium is "Cami
nos y Comerciantes: Trails and Trad
ers in New Mexico."

It was warm for our June 21 meet
ing, but hosts at Doggett's Corral,
Linda and Les Davis, thoughtfully
provided a big shade tree at a pictur
esque and historic spot where Ponil
Creek meets in Cimarron River.
Gen. S. W. Kearny's Army of the
West camped there in 1846, with Su
san Magoffin close behind. We had a
surprise visit from diplomat and
merchant James Magoffin (a look
alike for Jack Urban) who kept us
spellbound with tales of his life and
career.

The Santa Fe Trail Scenic Byway
has been designated a National Sce
nic Byway, one of about 50 in the na
tion. Many Corazon members have
been involved in planning for the By
way.

The mapping committee sched
uled several events in July. Contin
gent of permission, the Fort Union
Ranch or Dogie Jones ranch was
mapped on July 17. Phil Peterson's
SFTA mapping class was scheduled
for July 18 at the Plaza Hotel in Las
Vegas. Chapter members mapped
the Kiowa Grasslands area on July
20 and 21.

On July 19 chapter members met
at Clayton Lake Park after lunch. A
three-hour tour of the Kiowa Grass
land was conducted by Superinten
dent Pan Brown and Ranger Jim
Hall. We saw great Trail ruts and
campgrounds as well as vivid auto
graph inscriptions from the 1860's.
The staff has done an excellent job of
preserving and marking the Trail.

August 16 is our work day at Fort
Union. We will meet there at 9 a.m.
Harry Myers will arrange projects
which should last until 1:30 p.m., af
ter which Harry will treat us to
lunch. The Corazon Board will meet
for business after the lunch at Fort
Union. All chapter members are in
vited to attend.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Rusti Gardner
801 Vernon Dr
Larned KS 67550

The summer meeting was sched
uled at the Quivira National Wildlife
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Refuge Visitors Center on August 16,
1998. The business session was to be
followed by a program presented by
Joel Walker ofthe Kansas State His
torical Society.

Dodge CityjFort Dodge
David Kloppenborg
PO Box 441
Bucklin KS 67834
(316) 826-3537

The chapter was pleased and hon
ored to have SFTA Vice-President
Samuel P. Arnold as a special guest
on June 17, 1998. The membership
was updated on SFTA happenings
and future activities. Arnold gave a
fascinating program on foods of the
Santa Fe Trail and the Southwest.
His good humor, wit, and vast
knowledge of foods and cooking
made for a delightful evening.

DC/FD participated in the Second
Annual Fort Dodge 4th of July cele
bration. The chapter sponsored an
event at Fort Dodge. Ken and Meg
Weidner presented a demonstration
ofPlains Indian dress, tools, and bow
and arrow skills on the back of a
pony at full gallop. Over a hundred
visitors observed the program in the
comfort of their lawn chairs under
the shade of the parade ground trees.

The next meeting, Sept. 19, 2 pm,
Dodge City Public Library, will fea
ture Donald J. Blakeslee who will
speak about "Sacred Places: Indian
Shrines on the Great Plains."

Missouri River Outfitters
President Roger Slusher
141 2 South St
Lexington MO 64067
(660) 259-2900

At the April 26 meeting the follow
ing new officers were elected: Presi
dent Roger Slusher, Secretary Sandy
Slusher, Treasurer Glenda Sours,
Historian Jane Mallinson, and board
members, Nancy Lewis, Linda Gran
tham, Diane Fishel, and John Atkin
son.

On June 14 the chapter met joint
ly with members of the Lexington
Historical Society for a dinner at the
Log Cabin Museum in Lexington,
MO. SFTA Vice-President Sam Ar
nold presented an interesting pro
gram about food on the Santa Fe
Trail and the history of his restau
rant, The Fort. He then met with the
MRO board and discussed upcoming
projects. Thanks to Sam for his en
couragement and timely informa-
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tion.
The next meeting will be Thurs

day, September 17, at the National
Frontier Trails Center in Independ
ence, MO. Mary Conrad will talk on
"Archaeology Revealed: More His
tory of the Mahaffie Farmstead."

Quivira
President Wayne Smith
1635 2nd Rd
Raymond KS 67573-9624
(316) 534-2821

No report.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Vernon Lohrentz
205 Beverly
Newton KS 671 14
(316) 284-2095

No report.

Bent's Fort Chapter
President Lolly Ming
1841 County Rd DO
Pritchett CO 81064
(719) 523-6968

On June 20 the chapter hosted
members of the Baca County Histori
cal Society on their second tour along
the Granada-Fort Union Military
Road this summer. They followed
the Trail through the canyon country
of western Baca County. Tour leader
Lolly Ming read from the "Diary of
Lucinda Wiseman Trieloff," which
appeared in the February 1997 issue
of Wagon Tracks, and matched it to
places along the tour. The group also
stopped at the sites of two towns
platted in 1887 and heard their his
tory. Shortly after noon a picnic was
held undel' the cottonwoods in
Freeze Out Canyon on the Ming
ranch, followed by an informal talk
by SFTA Vice-President Sam Ar
nold. One more stop was made to
view ruts on the Trail and a collec
tion of Indian artifacts.

Both this and the April tour were
well attended. The chapter thanks
all landowners who allowed them to
visit these sites, as all stops were on
private property. The next tour will
be a members-only tour of the Trin
idad, CO, area. A September 19 tour
will finish the season.

HELP WANTED

I am seeking information about an
ancestor, John (Juan) Samuel Pat
ton, who arrived in Santa Fe in 1828,
traveling from Missouri. He was
born in Virginia or Tennessee and
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was single when he went to New
Mexico. If anyone can help, I will be
grateful. Thank you.

Jo Bennett Mitchell
1061 Lyons Rd

Ellensburg WA 98926

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information, please
send corrections to the editor. We
thank you for your support.

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Mike & Kathie Bell, 812 Mary, Dodge

City KS 67801
Jerold & Vera Browne, 1515 Fairview,

Liberal KS 67901
Les & Linda Davis, CS Ranch, Cimarron

NM 87714
Harold Daniels & Family, PO Box 125,

Wagon Mound NM 87752
Ann & Steve Nordheim, 2151 Old Oak

land Rd Sp 201. San Jose CA 95131
Bill Lawrence & Diane Schaller, 9300

DanaCt NE, Albuquerque NM87122

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Henry B. Crawford, PO Box 43191, Lub

bock TX 79409
Dr. James E. Hamilton, Asbury College,

1Macklem Dr, Wilmore KY 40390
Loretta Keyser, PO Box 1, Council

Grove KS 66846
Steve Mahfood, 7311 N Shore Dr, Harts

burg MO 65039
Barbara Main, 5916 End 0 Trail St, Fort

Worth TX 76112
Chuck Oldaker, 507 N Simpson St, Ulys

ses KS 67880
Paul H. Rauscher, 7 Alcalde Loop,

Santa Fe NM 87505
Bill Ripple, 1906 La Mesa Dr, Dodge City

KS 67801
Jamie Sheerin, 6840 Maurer, Shawnee

KS 66217
Robert A. Strong, PO Box 850, Dighton

KS 67839

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send notices
for this section; provide location,
date, time, and activity. This is a
quarterly. The next issue should ap
pear in November, so send informa
tion for December and later to arrive
by October 20, 1998. Thank you.
Sept, 5-7, 1998: Military living
history programs, Fort Larned NHS.
Sept, 13-14, 1998: PBS 4-hour TV
special, "The U.S. Mexican War,"
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check local station for time.
Sept. 13-0ct. 2, 1998: Ninth annual
SFT bicycle trek (505) 982-1282.
Sept. 17, 1998:7:30 pm, Missouri
River Outfitters Chapter meeting,
National Frontier Trails Center, In
dependence MO, Mary Conrad will
speak on "Archaeology Revealed:
More History of the Mahaffie Farm
stead."
Sept. 19,1998: Santa Fe Trail Festi
val, Overbrook KS (785) 665-7215.
Sept. 19, 1998: End of the Trail
Chapter meeting, field trip to Dorsey
Mansion, Point of Rocks, and Santa
Fe Trail Museum in Springer NM.
Contact Meredith Mayo (505) 983
7874.
Sept. 19, 1998: Dodge CitylFort
Dodge Chapter meeting, 2 pm,
Dodge City Public Library, Donald J.
Blakeslee will speak on "Sacred
Places: Indian Shrines on the Great
Plains."
Sept. 19, 1998: Bent's Fort Chapter
field trip, contact Lolly Ming (719)
523-6968.
Sept. 24-27, 1988: Trail Rendez
vous, "Music and Leisure on the
Santa Fe Trail," Larned KS, (316)
285-2054.
Sept. 25, 1998: Living-history day at
Cimarron Heritage Center, Boise
City OK (580) 544-3479.
Oct. 3, 1998: Texas Panhandle and
Corazon chapters joint meeting, Tu
cumcari NM.
Oct. 3, 1998: Trail tour, Cimarron
County, OK, start 7:30 am, contact
Phyllis Randolph (580) 544-3479.
Oct. 8, 1998: Heart of the Flint Hills
Chapter meeting, 7:50 pm, at the
Burlingame Saddle Club building.

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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Oct. 10, 1998: Fort Larned NHS
candlelight tour, reservations re
quired (reservations accepted start
ing Sept. 22), (316) 285-6911.
Oct. 11-18, 1998: Elderhostel Trail
tour.
Oct. 24, 1998: Cimarron Cutoff
Chapter meeting, Elkhart KS.
Nov. 19, 1998: 7:30 p.m., National
Frontier Trails Center, Independ
ence MO, Katie Armitage will speak
on "Julia Louisa Lovejoy: Early Set
tler of the Midwest."
Nov. 21, 1998: End of the Trail
Chapter meeting, program by Lou
ann Jordan on "Moorish Influence in
New Mexico." Contact Meredith
Mayo (505) 983-7874.
Sept. 23-26, 1999: SFTA Sympo
sium, Council Grove KS. Contact
Jim Selby, 200 N Chautauqua,
Council Grove KS 66846 (316) 767
6994.

OCTOBER TRAIL TOUR,
CIMARRON COUNTY, OK

ON Saturday, October 3, the Ci
marron Heritage Center, Boise City,
will host the 9th Annual Santa Fe
Trail Tour of sites in Cimarron
County. Meet at 7:30 am at the Ci
marron Heritage Center (Hwy 287
North or 1300 N Cimarron). The tour
will begin promptly at 8:00. This is
an opportunity to view Trail sites not
usually open to the public.

You may either bring your own
lunch or order a prepaid box lunch
for $5.00. Drinks will be provided.
For more information, call Phyllis
Randolph at (580) 544-3479. Send
lunch money to Cimarron Heritage
Center, PO Box 214, Boise City OK
73933.
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FROM THE EDITOR
This issue marks the completion

of 12 years of Wagon Tracks. Thanks
to everyone who contributed to make
this a worthy publication. The core
has been documents and historical
articles, and the activities of SFTA
and Trail events have been promoted
and reported. Significant contribu
tions to Trail history have been ex
ceptional and sometimes bedazzling.
No one writing about the Trail today
can ignore the invaluable material
that has been presented in WT.

Some people have suggested that
it may be time to appoint a new edi
tor. Since the editor serves at the
pleasure of the president, this can be
done any time.

The recent purchase agreement
signed by the Fort Larned Old Guard
to acquire the site of the Cheyenne
and Sioux village on Pawnee Fork,
destroyed by General Winfield S.
Hancock in April 1867, is a major
step in historic preservation. It was
an important event in Trail history
as well as Indian-white relations on
the plains. When this site is acquired
and interpreted for public visitation,
it will enhance the story of the Trail,
the Indians, the army, and the trag
edy of the clash of cultures.

The Old Guard is soliciting dona
tions to pay for, install interpretive
signs, and maintain this site. Those
attending the Rendezvous will have
an opportunity to visit this historic
place and gain a better understand
ing of how Hancock's blunder af
fected relations on the plains. See
you at the Rendezvous in September.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva
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